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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday, the last of the Season of the Glorious Cross, we
hear Jesus telling us again about the Final Judgment and how
it will be a judgment of the depths of our love. Next Sunday,
our Maronite Church begins a new liturgical year with the
Sunday of the Consecration and Renewal of the Church.

As Catholic Christians and followers of Christ, our love must
manifest in our works and actions, more than in mere words.
And this Sunday’s gospel illustrates this very well. Every work
of charity we do, we do to Christ Himself: “For | was hungry,
and you gave me food; | was thirsty, and you gave me
something to drink; | was a stranger, and you welcomed me...”
(Mt 25: 34-36). Even more: “just as you did it to one of the least
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Mt
25:40).

This Gospel passage shows us a new image of what the
judgment will be like. The kingship of Christ is not based on
power, influence or force. In the Lord’s kingdom: love will have
the final word. Jesus shows us that the meaning of royalty and
power is to place oneself at the service of others. He is the
Master, the Lord, and the King. He confirmed these truths
throughout His mission on earth. And despite this, our loving
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Lord exercised His role as Master by washing the feet of his
disciples, and He reigned by laying down His life for those He
loved. His rule begins in a humble cradle in Bethlehem and
ends on the Cross, His throne.

Throughout this whole Season of the Glorious Cross, there has
been a constant reminder to us: our actions do matter. Our life
on earth is a journey towards God, and our actions are the
means we take to reach the final goal. Christ will judge us not
only for the evil we have done, but above all for the good that
we have not done. The sin of omission is a most serious sin: it
is to persist in not doing the good that we can do. On our
journey to our heavenly home, the sin of omission is similar to
walking in the wrong direction. When we think of others more
than ourselves, we draw closer to the heart of Christ, and we
become worthy to take our inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for us since the creation of the world (Mt 25:34).

Let us commit this week to place others before ourselves, to
look for ways to do good and to serve. Let us seek the face of
the Lord in every person we encounter and remember that the
only measure that counts is our love!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

We have reached the last Sunday of the Season of the
Cross, the seventh Sunday of this Season, according to the
rite of our Maronite Church. On this Sunday, we read the
letter of Saint Paul to the Romans, in which we see the
Apostle’s great emphasis on the significance of love and its
essential role in building the community and strengthening
the fraternal relationship between its members. According
to Saint Paul, this love is not automatic, but rather a result
of a decision that a person makes with all their intellectual
and spiritual strength. It is a love that requires the
commitment of the whole human person, a love in word
and deed, a love that draws its strength from prayer and
faith, a love that drives the person to leave himself and go
towards the other, whoever that “other” is. It is a love that
requires the faithful to practice humility and tolerance. It
may require a lot from us but love eventually wins. To say
the least, it is like Christ who loved until death on the cross,
but God raised him up, victorious over death.

This love is echoed in the Gospel of Saint Matthew,
“whatever you did to one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did it to me.” Some may ask: where do we meet
Christ? Some may say: in the Sacrament of the Eucharist or
in the other Sacraments. Yes, because the Sacraments are
the life of the Church and a source of the work of salvation
fulfilled by Christ on the cross. Yet Christ’s answer is: in the
love of the disadvantaged and the poor, the imprisoned
and the sick, we see Christ. This does not mean that Christ
has made poverty and sickness a condition for us to see
him, but rather because these people have no one, and
they live on the margins of life. They have nothing. How
many die every day in our homelands, how many live under

| ove is a decision

difficult conditions, with no food or shelter. We need to get
out of ourselves to meet the other. We have to get out of
our pride and seclusion. Here comes the Christian
witnessing love to break these packaged images of the
world, and present a new concept of life, governed by free
giving and the joy of meeting the other. The testimony is
not only based on conveying the news with the greatest
possible credibility, or trusting in the word of the other, but
ratherin living the law of heaven: it is enough to be a loving
person to meet God.

With the conclusion of another spiritual year of faith, we
begin next Sunday a new Liturgical Year. Next Sunday, 6th
of November at 11am, we will celebrate as one family the
Consecration and Renewal of the Church. In order to renew
our start from the altar of the Lord and taking this renewal
to our families. This is our love, in word and deed. Love is a
decision, and this decision is ours to make.

Father Tony Sarkis

One commits a mortal
sin when they are
simultaneously present: grave
matter, full knowledge, and deliberate
consent. This sin destroys charity in us,
deprives us of sanctifying grace, and if
unrepented, leads us to the eternal

death of hell. It can be forgiven in the

ordinary way by means of the

sacraments of Baptism and of

Penance or Reconciliation

QUESTION

When does

one commit
a mortal sin?

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS




Sunday 30 October:

Tth Sunday after the Glorious Cross - Jesus the King

6:00pm Rosary Prayer with the Youth, Heaven on Earth and
Prayer Groups (The Joyful Mysteries)

7:00pm Mass to celebrate the end of the Holy Rosary followed
by Procession

Monday 31 November:
6:00pm Antonios Youssef Maroun from Kfarsghab died in
Lebanon

Tuesday 1 November:
All Saints’ Day
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

Wednesday 2 November:

All Souls’ Day

10:30am Funeral George Maroun Nkoula Abou Kasam from
Baysour, Jezzine

5:30pm 40 Day Mass for the late Nabil Massoud Rizk from
Tannourine

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Nayef Mtanios Dagher from
Toula

Saturday 5 November:
6:00pm All living and Departed of Kfarfou for the Feast of St
Assia

Sunday 6 November:

Consecration and Renewal of the Church

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Antoine -
Charbel Tarabay for the Opening of the Liturgical Year
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Wajih Sarkis Mawad from

Zgharta

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/10/2022
Plates: $11,417.75 | Donations: $3,550 | Candles: $813.15

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,592,730
UNITS: $1,181,518

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

/

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

OLOL
Arabic School

Learning a Language
Through Play
Play dough is a fun and exciting
way to target language and
communication skills. The
children of the OLOL Arabic
School engage in fun activities
to help build their Arabic
vocabulary and learn the
language by explaining what
they are doing or what they

have created

Last

Saturday

The year 1 fersen students
lesson was about learning to
love God. Their leaders Belinda
& Anthony guided the students

throughout their lesson

On Wednesday

the youth came together for a
spiritual talk led by Fr Charbel
about St Paul: Letter to the
Galatians.

Fersen

The knight of Mary loves their
friends and prays with them
every week. (Fersen Law #3)

During the month of October,
the OLOL Fersen Al Adra and

their leaders have been
gathering to pray the prayer
that Our Lady has instructed
us, the Holy Rosary. We are
blessed to have families open
their homes and welcomes us
as we pray the Rosary together

On Thursday

& Friday

The ladies of our parish
gathered to bake bread for our
parish. They sang hymns
together and enjoyed one
another’s company as they
baked saj bread and zaatar.
May God bless them always!

On Tuesday

the Family of Divine Word
gathered for their weekly faith
talk.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Bolous & Roni
Abdal Ahad, Lahood & Jamilie Abdal Ahad (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F)
(G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) Khalil Youssef Issa

& his wife Marina Issa (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph, Khosseh Jallis & his wife Miryana (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of
Khoury & El-Zahou Families, Zahi & Amal Kostantine (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa & Arthur Lichaa, Nicholas Lahood (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony
Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert
Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Boutros
& Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife
Ghorra Tar(\n)a & their son Jamil Tanna, Kemil Tanna, Ghorra Tanna, Youssef & Mountaha & Said & Mariam Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Karma Yammine & Sayed
Yammine (Z




