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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this Sunday, we reflect on the Parable of the Talents. The
parable tells the story of a man calling his servants and
entrusting his property to them. This man is Christ, and He has
entrusted and given talents to each one of us. We all have
qualities received from the Lord that we must discover and
develop.

However, these talents do not only correspond to our natural
abilities. Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that it is also about
“the riches that the Lord Jesus has bequeathed to us as a
legacy, so that we may make them productive: his Word,
deposited in the Holy Gospel; Baptism, which renews us in the
Holy Spirit; prayer the "Our Father" that we raise to God as his
children, united in the Son; His forgiveness, which He
commanded be offered to all; the Sacrament of His Body
sacrificed and His Blood poured out; in a word: the Kingdom
of God, which is God himself, present and alive in our midst.”
(Angelus, 16 November 2008) All these aspects of our faith are
also talents that we must make fruitful.

The Gospel goes on to say that this master gave to each
according to his ability. In the same way, God has given talents
to each one of us, which are different from one another. Even
if my neighbour seems more gifted or talented than me, that
does not mean that he is better.
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In this parable, we can observe that when the master leaves,
the servants do what is necessary to bring their talents to
fruition. On his return, he congratulates those who have
succeeded in making them bear fruit without making
distinctions. The Lord also wants us to grow the talents He has
given us. He wants us to put these talents and qualities at the
service of the community. As Christians, he also asks us to
make fruitful our spiritual gifts. Pope Benedict XVI warns us
not to bury them within us: “(...) those who after receiving
Baptism, Communion and Confirmation subsequently bury
these gifts beneath a blanket of prejudice, beneath a false
image of God that paralyzes faith and good works, thus
betraying the Lord's expectations.” (Angelus, 16 November
2008). Let us therefore strive to make fruitful the talents which
we have received from the Lord.

The three servants received different sums and their final
result is also different. The Lord is Just, he does not ask us
more than we can give. This parable reminds us that we will be
judged on our actions and on what we have done with our
talents. Let us ask the Lord to help us realize all the talents He
have given us and all the graces we have received from Him.
Aware of this, let us place our talents at the service of the Lord
and of others.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

In this sixth week of the Season of the Holy Cross, and
within our weekly faith journey, our Maronite Church
chooses this Gospel passage for us, about the talents, to
convey to us the Word of Life. We need to reflect on this
passage to discover the Good News and understand it.
Through this passage, it becomes clear to us that God has
given every human being a talent, i.e. a gift, to invest and
trade with, in order to have life. Each person was given
according to their ability. This is another sign that God
knows well the heart and capacity of each person, and that
he is also confident in the ability of each of us to trade.
However, it is up to us to act. Either, we invest in our talents
or we bury them to die and remain fruitless because we are
scared or lazy. What matters is not the number of talents
that each person receives, but how we invest them with
courage. God has many good things, and his good is
enough for everyone. Yet so many of us bury their talents
out of fear, shame or jealousy. With God, there should be no
fear or laziness, for he has prepared for us what is beyond
our imagination. Let us be encouraged, then, and bring
these talents out into the light, where success is
guaranteed for each of us.

The human must respond to God’s call to partner with him
in the service of his Kingdom. Every person needs to take
the initiative and invest in their talents to win their master’s
joy. Otherwise, they dig in the ground and hide their
master’s silver, ignoring his call, ending up in the outer
darkness. To trade in the Kingdom of God is a special act. It
is not subject to the principle of profit and loss but is always
very profitable. The beauty of this trading is that God has
made us his ambassadors and helpers to complete what he
started, that is to build his Kingdom on earth.

Therefore, we are invited to test our own deeds, realising
that the human reaps what they sow. Whoever sows in the
body reaps corruption, and whoever sows in the spirit
reaps eternal life.

In our parish, the talents are bountiful, thanks to the Lord
and his generosity to us. Our talents are our committees
and organisations in which we invest and trade, reaping
great and sure profit. Last Sunday, the fersen yielded 60
new members. Adhering to God’s word by honouring our
Mother, the Virgin Mary, our children are trading the good
trade, a very profitable trade. Congratulations to the
parish, and thank you to the fersen leaders and to their
Chaplain Father John-Paul Bassil, for all their efforts. The
Lord grows and increases your talents with so many good
things.

The family is also another talent of our parish. Under the
theme of “the family that prays together stays
together”, and with Mary who traded the good trade to be
our best example, role model and motivation, we pray
together as one family, the parish family. We will honour
her at the end of the Month of the Rosary, after journeying
with her throughout the month to learn from her the good
trade in light of the word of the Gospel, and by praying the
rosary with our family, “the family of the parish of Our Lady
of Lebanon.” Let us all participate in this activity with the
parish committees. You will find the program in the
newsletter. Let us unite together in prayer and trade the
good trade, so that we may be worthy of the joy of our Lord
and God, Jesus Christ.

Father Tony Sarkis

QUESTION

It requires that we
admit our faults and repent
of our sins. God himself by his
Word and his Spirit lays bare

What does the
our sins and gives us the truth

of conscience and the hope
of forgiveness

acceptance of
God's mercy 2
require from us

ANSWER
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ISH NOTICE BOAR

Sunday 23 October:

6th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

5:00pm The late Antoinette Chamel Antonios from Mazraat Al
Teffah (died in Lebanon)

Monday 24 October:
10:30am Funeral for the Late Marcel Tannous Matta from Arjes

Tuesday 25 October:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late May Semaan Masri wife of
Boutros Mikhael Gittany from Zgharta

Thursday 27 October:
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Friday 28 October:

5:00pm Rosary Prayer with the Sodality, Seniors Committee
and Family of Divine Word (The Sorrowful Mysteries)

6:00pm Mass

Saturday 29 October:

5:00pm Rosary Prayer with the Fersan Al Adra, Teens, Family
Committee and First Holy Communion Committee (The

Glorious Mysteries)

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Jack Azzi from Jieh

Sunday 30 October:

7th Sunday after the Glorious Cross - Jesus the King

6:00pm Rosary Prayer with the Youth, Heaven on Earth and
Prayer Groups (The Joyful Mysteries)

7:00pm Mass to celebrate the end of the Holy Rosary followed

by Procession

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 16/10/2022
Plates: $11,515.95 | Donations: $2,750 | Candles: $1,254.35

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,592,730
UNITS: $1,181,518

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

/

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Over

the weekend

the Fersen Al Adra of our parish
celebrated their Consecration.
This is the most solemn event
of our Fersen calendar where
we initiate new members and
leaders to our Fersen
community. The morning
started with a special Mass
offered for our leaders and
students followed by a
celebration in the pastoral
centre. Thankyou to our
chaplain Fr John Paul Bassil,
the wider team and our parents
for your efforts and hard work.
God Bless you all!

Thursday

Evening

our parish came together to
meet with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament with Adoration. It
was a beautiful night spent
with Jesus in prayer and
reflection

Last Thursday

the Senior's Committee and
Sodality celebrated Holy Mass
with our Spiritual Leader
Father Youwakim and Father
Paul. It was so wonderful to be
with our precious seniors and
enjoy a wonderful and blessed
day. May the blessings of the
Holy Trinity and the prayers of
the Blessed Virgin Mary be
upon us allin this season of the
Holy Cross and the month of
The Holy Rosary

On Wednesday

evening

the youth came together for
their Faith on Fire talk
presented by Michael AlTers.
We explored the topic “The
Rosary: Unsheathe your
sword”.
Come Alive also kicked off
again with their first gathering.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Said & Violet
Azizi (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H)
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Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri
Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne
Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) George
Nader (0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih
Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Kevin Nabih Saad (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




