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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this 5th Sunday of the Season of the Cross, the Lord
reminds us that we must always be vigilant and prepared for
our encounter with Him, a theme that repeats throughout this
Season. Death does not make an appointment in advance. At
midnight, at any time, we may hear the call at our door
inviting us to receive the Lord, so let us "keep awake therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour" (Mt 25:13).

Being vigilant, however, does not mean living in fear and
anxiety. This means living our life with responsibility as
children of God, a life of faith, hope and charity. The Lord
continually awaits our response. He is constant and patient,
and awaits us in the midst of our everyday occupations and
concerns.

Pope Francis tells us that: “the lamp is a symbol of the faith
thatilluminates our life, while the oil is a symbol of the charity
that nourishes the light of faith, making it fruitful and credible.
The condition for being prepared for the encounter with the
Lord is not only faith, but a Christian life abundant with love
and charity for our neighbour. If we allow ourselves to be
guided by what seems more comfortable, by seeking our own
interests, then our life becomes barren, incapable of giving life
to others, and we accumulate no reserve of oil for the lamp of
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our faith; and this — faith — will be extinguished at the
moment of the Lord’s coming, or even before.” (Angelus, 12
November 2017)

Our response to the Lord is one that we alone can give, each
for ourselves. No one can give it in our place. This explains the
response of the wise bridesmaids to the foolish bridesmaids
when they ask them for some of their reserve oil: "Go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves" (Mt 25:9). Similarly, our
response to the Lord is personal and no one can reply on our
behalf or lend us their reserved oil, that is the good deeds or
charitable works they have done in their lives.

Let us not wait another day to light our lamp for Christ and to
constantly replenish our oil- this day may never come! Let us
instead live each moment with a fullness of faith and a
readiness for the Lord.

May God in His mercy grant us grace that at the time of our
meeting we do not hear: "Truly, | tell you: | do not know you"
(Mt 25:12), that is to say "you have had no relationship with
Me". Let us work to continuously meet the Lord in this life so
that He welcomes us in the fullness of time.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

During the Season of the Glorious Cross, the overarching
theme and question that the Lord asks us through the
scripture passages according to our Maronite Liturgical
Calendar is: “are you ready?” “Am | ready?” We are
always confronted with the comparison between the wise
and the foolish and this Sunday, the fifth Sunday, is no
exception. The ten bridesmaids in this week’s parable are
split between the five that are labelled as foolish and the
five that are labelled as wise. On face value, all ten of them
appear to be the same. All of them had appeared to be
prepared for the coming of the bridegroom except for one
small detail, one crucial difference, the extra oil! The five
wise bridesmaids were well prepared and carried with
them extra oil, in case the bridegroom arrived late, and
thus were well prepared when he finally showed up. Like
the wise bridesmaids, the foolish ones had everything that
they needed to know. They were not disadvantaged in any
way. However, they were still not ready.

This parable reminds me of ourselves; we, the people who
regularly come to church and participate in the life of the
church. We, who are equipped with everything that we
need to know about Christ and profess all righteousness.
Are we, am |, truly ready for him to open the door for us? Are
we ready to listen to the greeting that he may have for us?
Are we ready for the reality that he may shut the doorin our
face because we have no oil in our lamps? Brothers and
sisters, many of us carry the lamp but unfortunately, we run
out of oil or are not prepared enough to bring extra oil with
us. This oil represents the inward preparation of the heart
for the return of the Lord. Do we really know Jesus? Most of
us would claim that we do, but do we really know him? Are
we ready to love like he loves? Are we ready to be merciful
like him? Are we ready to forgive like he forgives? Are we
ready to sacrifice ourselves like he sacrificed himself for us?

Like the parable, these questions are very confronting but
are crucial for us to understand the crucial difference, the
extra oil and ask: “Am | ready?” Therefore, when the hour
comes and we can hear the sound of the squeaking door

W

?.. Am | ready?

that is being opened, will we have enough oil to enter into
the banquet or will our fate be that of the foolish
bridesmaids.

Our Lady who lived all the time well prepared is our best
example, role model and motivation. We honour her at the
end of the Month of the Rosary, after walking with her the
journey of preparation throughout the month in light of the
word of the Gospel, by praying the rosary with our family,
the Family of the Parish of Our Lady of Lebanon, under the
theme of, “the family that prays together stays
together.” The parish committees will participate in this
activity according to the following program:

Friday 28 October: The Sorrowful Mysteries at 5pm,
rosary with the Sodality, Senior’s Committee and Family of
Divine Word.

Saturday 29 October: The Glorious Mysteries at 5pm,
rosary with the fersen, Teens, Family Committee and First
Holy Communion Committee.

Sunday 30 October: The Joyful Mysteries at 6pm, rosary
with the Youth, Heaven on Earth and the Prayer Group.
7pm, Mass to conclude the Month of the Holy Rosary,
followed by Marian procession.

Are you ready to pray!!!

Father Tony Sarkis

The fruits of the Holy
Spirit are perfections formed in
us as the first fruits of eternal glory.
The tradition of the Church lists twelve
of them: charity, joy, peace, patience,

QUESTION

kindness, goodness, generosity,
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty,
self-control, and chastity
(Galatians 5:22-23, Vulgate)

UPCOMING EVENTS




Sunday 16 October:

5th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Victoria Anne Touma wife of
Antonios Youssef Melhem from Wadi Qannoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Khalil Elias Assaf from
Aramoun Kesrwan

7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Elias Boutros Dib from
Miziara

Monday 17 October:

10:30am Funeral for Georges Shukrallah Boustani from Jieh
Tuesday 18 October:

10:30am Funeral for Elias Maurice Georges from Karm El Mohr

Sunday 23 October:

6th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

5:00pm The late Antoinette Chamel Antonios from Mazraat Al
Teffah (died in Lebanon)

LECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 9/10/22

Plates: $13,711.15 | Donations: $2,850 | Candles: $1,107.85
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,592,730 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,181,518 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Saturday 22 October:

Saint Pope John Paul Il

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Isaac Youssef Moses from
Kfarsghab

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

o

Mysteries of the Rosary

Write the correct letter on each line

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

1. _ 5th Luminous Mystery ‘
2._____1st Joyful Mystery |1 © Tuesday *
3._____3rd Glorious Mystery (¢} ng the -«
4._____ 5th Joyful Mystery ol holidays the Family of Divine Word
5._____4th Luminous Mystery the OLOL Arabic School meté(ijggth;r_ﬁg;a talk
6. 2nd Glorious Mystery teachers attended a It by tif ly" ht
7 - 5th Glorious Myster mini-conference at the WS &) (eI
Sm==== tous Mystery Department of Education in spent together.
8._____3rd Joyful Mystery Parramatta. It was a day of The youth also came together
9._ 1st Luminous Mystery great learning for over 100 gor SI;Orts niggt, (Zlur athletic
community language teachers, unch enjoyed indoor soccer
10.____4th Joyful Mystery engaging in new strategies to and table tennis. This week our
. . . support language teachingand | night was upgraded to include
A. Chr'st’s Transflguratlon learning skills. Thank you to the both board and Card games for
B. The Annunciation NSSV}! ColmFr’nunlty Langt;?‘ge our non-athletic youth. Join us
C. The Coronation -~ [O8ran ANtk next time!

D. Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River
E. The Descent of the Holy Spirit
F. The Birth of Jesus
G. Christ’s Institution of the Eucharist
H. The Ascension
I. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple
J. The Presentation

Write the Sorrowful Mysteries in your best handwritting

unhwbhH

Department of Education.

oI T

the OLOL Family Committee
and Fersen Al Aldra hosted
another family brunch after
9:30am Mass on Sunday.
There’s was food & fun kids
activities. These brunches are
held regularly and are a
wonderful opportunity to make
parish family friendships - so
please keep an eye out on
Social Media for the next one!

(0) ednesday *
ening

Bishop Antoine
Charbel-Tarabay led a talk at
our Diocesan Vocations
Discernment Night and met
many young men aspiring to
the priesthood. The topic was
“A Priest According to the Heart
of the Lord”. A priest according
to God’s heart is a shepherd
who watches over the people
entrusted to his care and who
patterns his life after the life of
Jesus Christ.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your
parish by checking our social media platforms, keeping your
ears peeled to the latest parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Said & Violet
Azizi (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H)

Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri
Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne
Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) George
Nader (0) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih
Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Kevin Nabih Saad (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




