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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospels of the Season of the Cross lead us to reflect on the
end of times and the second coming of Christ in all His glory. The
theology concerned with the conceptions of the last things:
immortality of the soul, rebirth, resurrection, final destiny of the
soul, and the end of time is called eschatology, derived from the
Greek language.

On this second Sunday after the Holy Cross, St Matthew tells us
that shortly before the final acts of His passion and His
crucifixion, Jesus had left the Temple in Jerusalem, and His
disciples came up, and pointed to the massive temple buildings
that completely covered the mountain-top.

Lookln%‘at the Temple, Jesus said to the apostles that not one
stone shall be left upon another. The Lord’s words would have
been startling to the apostles. Barely able to believe what they
had been told, the apostles came to question Him about the time
of the destruction.

The Lord then warned them not to be fooled by false messiahs.
He went on to say that there would be whispers and rumours of
war, but that they should not allow themselves to be troubled. He
added: “for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet.” Our Lord gave a chilling warning about the end of times, that
“the love of many will grow cold.”

We must therefore be vigilant and remember the signs, and be
careful to watch our own hearts in order to keep our love warm,
lest we become part of the decline.

Importantly, and rather than becoming anxious about these
times, what is important is our commitment to the faith, how we
live the hope and how we practice charity. We should be seeking
the kingdom of God first and - as we know - the rest will be given
to us.

We should not become discouraged: the Gospel of Christ will be
heard all throughout the world, and those who persevere in the
faith will attain salvation. And the means of arriving at the
harbour of salvation is, by first, guardln% that our love never
becomes cold, and second never heeding false prophets.

This is a critical lesson for us to learn from this Gospel: should we
become despondent when we experience hardships, difficulties,
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and anxieties? On the contrary, we must first of all establish
ourselves in Christ? That is, we should begin each and every day,
by making the sign of the Cross and oﬁerln%_lmornlng prayer, and
dedicating the day and our efforts to God. That is, we never allow
ourselves to become spiritually cold, or give in to weakness,
especially in times of challenge. Itis in these times that we should
repeat Psalm 23: “The Lord is my Shepherd...” He is the rock of
our faith and salvation. Let us see what is happenlng in our lives,
and deal with it as best we can, trusting the fruit of our actions to
God. Let us cling to the Cross and gloryinit.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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“Be Not Afraid”

Being exposed to daily news updates, locally and globally,
makes it quite confronting to hear Jesus warning us of the
events and times yet to come. On the other hand, it’s also
comforting to know that these words - “Be Not Afraid” -
appear 365 times in the Bible, to calm the anxious storms in
any heart. When Christ is at the steering wheel of our life’s
journey, what do we have to fear, except that of offending
God? Living a sacramental life of grace, in accordance with
Church Teachings, is the surest way of calming any fears
within a soul, but how easy is it to live such a life without
regular reception of the Sacraments?

In one of my roles within Catholic media, | am grateful for the
opportunity to meet a diversity of personalities and share
their life experiences and other faith matters. The one
common thread | found in most conversion stories, was that of
being “lost and found” leading to an individual search for a
“place of healing” - inevitably, the entry point into
communion with the Catholic Church was reached through
the Sacrament of Confession. This should come as no
surprise, because Jesus continuously reminds us that “the
Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost.” Like many that
I’'ve interviewed or met over the years, | too, have been sought
and found by that very same grace, comforted with the
healing power that it pours into a troubled soul, time and
again. It is within the safe refuge of the Confessional, clinging
to the secure knowledge of confidentiality, that many have
found their place of healing at last. The “Seal of Confession”
welcomes every soul that is searching for Peace to surrender
to the merciful forgiveness of our Loving God.

Sometimes, the only barrier between us and God, is our own
fear of being judged and rejected by Him, as we believe we
have been judged and/or rejected by others. We forget that
God is far greater than mortal man, and His Love is
unconditional, His Mercy unfathomable. Our part is simply to
do as He tells us... not as slaves, but as sons and daughters of
the ‘King of Creation’. When our choices in life take us on a
path that we know is displeasing to God, we tend to fear what
is to come, while the fear of losing Heaven grows ever
stronger. The actions of the Holy Spirit working through
prayer and the Sacraments, provide us with the necessary
graces to overcome those fears. In my attempts to hide when |

"W

have committed sin, God sees me, and | cannot hide from His
loving gaze. God sees me just as a tender father or mother sees
their wayward child, beckoning their return without any
conditions applied....just a loving call to “come home”.

It’s heartbreaking, as a parent, to see the distress caused by
young adults and teenagers who think their unwise actions
would only merit isolation from their families and rejection
from their friends. In reality, all would be forgiven and
forgotten if they were to amend their damaging lifestyle and
pursue healthy and prosperous paths instead. Such is the
grace and mercy of God through Sacramental Confession,
when a priest, in the person of Christ, announces the sacred
words of absolution. In this effort of turning back to God with
a contrite heart, prepared to make amends through
reparation, we are granted not only forgiveness of our sins,
but God in His Infinite Mercy, gives us a chance to start over
again. How wonderful it is to know that each time we fall, and
we will surely fall many times, that God sees our heart, and
our weak efforts to persevere in love for His sake. Yes, God
sees me, and does not focus on my sin but on the contrition of
my heart. This is why the Sacrament of Confession is the
perfect solution to any imperfection or brokenness in our
lives. It is the only way to renew our Faith, Hope and
Love....BE NOT AFRAID of what is to come, but be prepared
with the armour of God.

Salwa Elias

Hope is the
theological virtue by
which we desire and await
from God eternal life as our
happiness, placing our trust in

QUESTION

Christ's promises and relying on
the help of the grace of the Holy
Spirit to merit it and to
persevere to the end of

our earthly life.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ALUMNI INITIATIVES Calling Our Lady of Lebanon College
and Maronite of the Holy Family

ALUMNI!




Sunday 25 September:

2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Martha Mikhael Mouijalli from

Elf?vllrdlhakos widow of the late Salem Hanna Nakhoul from Karm
ohr

gﬁ\?am All Living and Departed of Karm El Mohr for the Feast of
oura

%1Aoo?m One Year Mass for the late Boutros Youssef Diab from
arta

S:gOOpm 40 Day Mass for the late Alia Nehme widow of the late

Chafic Ibrahim'Nehme from Fradiss

Monday 26 September: .
GS.m Antoine Youssef Chaykha Doueihy from Ehden Zgharta
(Died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 27 September: ) )
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sultana Habib Moussa widow

Friday 30 September: )
?:%Oﬂm Mass for the late Khalil Fouad Khoury from Mazraat Al
effa

Saturday 1 October:

St Theresa of the Child Jesus

6:00pm Ordination to the Priesthood of Deacon Joe - Awtel
Maroon and Deacon Robert - Pio Albayeh by the Imposition of
Hands of His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
followed by a cocktail at OLOL Community Youth and Pastoral
Centre - Level 1

Sunday 2 October: )

3rd Sunday after the Glorious Cross - Feast of the Holy Rosary
6:00am Holy Rosary

8:00am So¢ al'ﬁ( Mass )

11:00am First Mass celebrated bk;I'Fr Robert - Pio Albayeh
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Elias Mikhael Chalouhi
from Dar baachtar

of the late Hanna Doumit Katrib from Karm El Mohr

LECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 18/09/22

Plates: $10,174.00 | Donations:.... | Candles: $219.00
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,592,730.00 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,181,518.00 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Wednesday 28 September: . o
5:30pm Nabil Massoud Rizk from Tannourine (Died in
Lebanon)

Thursday 29 September:

10:30am Seniors Mass . . .
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Mariam Halim Taouk widow
of the late Said Assaad Taouk from Becharre

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish?
Well, it only takes a few small steps into o
our doors (& social media pages) to find
out! the seniors committee along

o ‘ with the seniors of our parish

came together for Mass
A followed by lunch and
OLOL Sodality L LD L entertainment. It is so great to
Nemtallah at Appinia=oits see beautiful smiles and we
celzbratgd t()jbelshopsTa.\r.aba%/ pray that God gives all our
and assisted by our Spiritua d q
Advisor Fr Youwakim on the seniors health and long life.
occasion of the Exaltation of
the Glorious Cross. o

R

Thursday

Colour the Cross
with as many colours as you can

(@) Saturday *

a group of 18 volunteers from
different committees
completed a First Aid Course.

the Sodality went to Christ the
Redeemer Parish for the

initiation ceremony of their first

Sodality group. On Monday the

Keeping our parishioners safe
is our parish priority. Trained
First Aiders in the parish
perform a very vital function in
providing first-level care until
full medical treatment can be
administered (if it is required)
during the many different
events throughout the year. Big
thank you to all the
participants.

The OLOL Arabic School
students ordered food in Arabic
from the Five Loaves Cafe,
showing a successful
achievement. SaHtain!!
Learning a language can be fun,
especially when food is
involved! It gives you the
opportunity to learn more
about the history, geography,
culture and traditions of the
people who speak that
language.

Sodality went to St John the
Beloved to take partin a Mass
for their feast week
celebrations. We thank both
parishes for their hospitality.

Tuesday « |
g

the community came together
to discuss their issues and
concerns surrounding the
proposed development at 2A
Gregory Place.

Some of those stakeholders
(amongst others) included
Parramatta City Council, the
Maronite Eparchy, Our Lady of
Lebanon Co-cathedral, the
National Trust of Australia, the
Parramatta and District
Historical Society, the Maronite
College of the Holy Family,
parishioners and neighbours.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.



t’ PARISH CAMERA

Thank you to our Annual MYO Youth Grand Ball Sponsors
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) Chidiac & Chehade Families (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed,
Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter

Colleen George (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou
Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the
Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their
son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille,
Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




