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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our Maronite Church has now entered a new season in
our liturgical calendar, the Season of the Cross. This
Season started with the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross. On this first Sunday of the Cross, we read
about the request of the sons of Zebedee from the Lord.

A few verses before the Gospel we read this Sunday, the
Evangelist Mark relays to us the words of Jesus to the
crowds gathered to listen to Him: “Truly | tell you, no one
who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail
to receive a hundred times as much in this present age...
and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.” (Mk 10: 29-31)

The two sons of Zebedee, James and John, heard these
words and decided to approach the Lord alone:
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of
you.” The Lord replies with words that we hear Him
repeat many times throughout the Gospels when
approached with a request: “What is it you want me to
do for you?” When the brothers express their desire to be
seated at His left and right in His glory, Jesus warns them
that they do not know what they are asking.

The fact that James and John left the group to make
their request, to distinguish themselves, angers the
other 10 disciples. Jesus then addresses all His disciples
and His words resound through history to His Church
and to every believer: “Whoever wishes to become great
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes
to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life a ransom for many.” (Mk 10: 43-45)
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The desire of the brothers is one that we may all share.
We all want to go to heaven and share in the glory of
Christ, but are we ready to truly do what it takes to share
in this glory? Are we ready to live as Christians who offer
every moment of their lives to God, or are we Christians
who live in the values of the world and in the illusion to
be Christians? Do we take the path of the servant to
others, especially when we are in positions of leadership
or responsibility?

Our calling as Christians is to renounce ourselves and
follow Jesus by carrying our cross. That is to say, we
must also live fully in accordance with the word of the
Gospel and not only with part of the Gospel.

Friends, there is no faith without trial, there is no interior
Christian life without death to oneself. And today, in the
heart of our world it may be appropriate to ask
ourselves: how far am 1?7 Am | ready to live my faith in
Christ who died on the Cross and rose again?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Perseverance in Love

Love makes us do crazy things. Love ignites desires in us that
are inexplicable, and so strong, leaving you to wonder ‘who is
this person that | have become’? To surrender to love requires
that you allow a part of you to continue pulling the rest of you
in a direction that defies understanding. This may sound
“crazy” but if the source of this desire is pure love of God, then
it would explain much. It is such a desire as this which has
pulled me through life, going to places | never imagined |
would be, and doing the things | never had the courage to do,
especially since dedicating my life to the service of the Church.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit with the courage to believe, and
to obey my spiritual directors, my love for God became my
wings over time. Jesus confirms that He too desires this of me:
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

There’s a love in my heart that drives me every day to
persevere at any cost. | can’t explain how, | can’t explain why, |
just know that it’s my love for Jesus and my desire for Heaven
that fuels it. There is a longing within me that can never be
filled on earth. As the years go by and as | grow older, | feel as
though I’'m running the race even faster than before, yearning
to finish the race - | can almost see that finish line but it’s still
too distant for me to slow down. My longing to be with my God
forever, is beyond human explanation. The years have taken
their toll on me, but my heart and soul do not care about any
physical impediments - only spiritual strength is needed in
thisrace. Perseverancein Love - in God who is LOVE...that’s the
only explanation.

When | began to write this article, | was so motivated to share

my passion for our faith because it is my daily strength. Then a
shadow of grief passed through my soul, as | remembered the

A

struggles of many throughout the world, especially in my
homeland of Lebanon. The grief and sorrow of loss and daily
hardship can only be overcome with Faith and Hope. Life is full
of such moments, or days, and for some it’s a lifetime that
seems to never end. In those times, the virtues of Faith, Hope
and Love are indispensable... “and the greatest of these is
LOVE”. Knowing the indescribable pain of loss that many
families are enduring, it would seem cruel to simplify the
solution or remedy by stating the need for such virtues in
these times. Yet, | can think of nothing more valuable or
consoling than the words of St. Paul to the Romans: “I
consider that the sufferings we presently endure are not
worth comparing with the glory to be revealed in us...” In this
Season of the Glorious Cross, these words of St Paul remind
me that nothing will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore, we must persevere in
prayer and endure all trials, knowing that “God sees me”.

Salwa Elias

Faith is the
theological virtue by which
we believe in God and all that he
has revealed to us and that the
Church proposes for our belief
because God is Truth itself. By faith the

QUESTION

human person freely commits himself
to God. Therefore, the believer seeks
to know and do the will of God
because "faith works through
charity" (Galatians 5:6).

UPCOMING EVENTS

Have Your Say re: Proposed Gregory Place Development, Harris Park
We would like to thank all those who expressed their opinions, rejecting the
roposed development adjacent to Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral in its current

orm.

We therefore invite all parishioners and community members to a gathering to
discuss and exchange views concerning this proposed development.

Date: Tuesday 20 September 2022

Time: 7Jpm

Location: Seniors’ Room, Our Lady Pastoral Centre, 40 Alice Street, Harris Park
This consultation will be in the presence of Lord Mayor of Parramatta, Cr Donna

Davis.

Your presence is of utmost importance.
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JTICE BOA

Sunday 18 September:

1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Mikhael Youssef Massoud
from Mansouriet Al Maten

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Hassebe Saab widow of the
late Phillip Alphonse from Diman

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Cloviss Sassine Sassine from
Ebrine

Tuesday 20 September:

Beginning of Triduum of St Padre Pio

6:00pm Mass

7:15pm Day 1 Prayer (Triduum of St Padre Pio)

Wednesday 21 September:

5:30pm Mass

6:30pm Day 2 Prayer (Triduum of St Padre Pio)
7:00pm Mass

Thursday 22 September:

Remembrence of Queen Elizabeth Il in all Masses
6:00pm Mass

7:15pm Day 3 Prayer (Triduum of St Padre Pio)
8:00pm Adoration

Friday 23 September: Feast of St Padre Pio

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Tansa Mikhael Sabat from
Hadchit and Solemn Mass for the Feast of St Padre Pio followed
by Procession

Saturday 24 September:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Louis Rachid Touma from
Wadi Qannoubine

Sunday 25 September:

2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross

8:00am One Year Mass for the late Martha Mikhael Moujalli
from Kfardlakos widow of the late Salem Hanna Nakhoul from
Karm El Mohr

9:30am All Living and Departed of Karm El Mohr for the Feast
of St Moura

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Boutros Youssef Diab from
Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Alia Nehme widow of the late
Chafic Ibrahim Nehme from Fradiss

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 11/09/22

Plates: §........ | Donations: S........ | Candles:§S........

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,592,730 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,181,518 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

B

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

*) On Sunday *

the Sodality of the Immaculate
Conception committee went to
Our Lady of Lebanon
Wollongong with other
Sodalities to celebrate Mass on
the occasion of the Birthday of
Our Lady. Mass was celebrated
by Bishop Tarabay. Later, all the
Sodalities had lunch together.

the men’s faith and fellowship
continued their sessions of into
the breach program with the
topic “sacramental life”.

») On Tuesday
night

our parish celebrated the eve of

We thank the Wollongong
Sodality for their hospitality.
Meanwhile the OLOL Family
Committee and Fersen hosted
their family brunch after
9:30am Mass to celebrate father
figures and all they do for us.
There was a wonderful turn out
of families who enjoyed each
other’s company and
strengthened their parish
family friendships. There was
lots of food including freshly
BBQ’d bacon and eggs as well
as lots of fun activities to
entertain the kids. These
brunches are held often so
please keep an eye out on
social media for the next one!

the Exaltation of the Cross with
Mass at 6pm. Mass was offered
for the intention of every
person who carries the cross of
pain, suffering and injustice.
Many parishioners brought
their own crosses from home to
be blessed. Afterwards
everyone joined in a
candlelight procession on the
church grounds with hymns
\_ and a bonfire.

» On Wednesday-

night

the youth held their English
bible studies about an intro
into St Paul and the Epistles led
by Deacon Ron

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen
George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Youssef
Tannous Ibrahim (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou
Families, Mekhael Badwee Khoury & his wife Hanneh & his sister Afife, Genevieve Badwee Khoury (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun,
Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara
Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family, Chehade Salim Maroun & his son George Maroun, Maroun Youssef
Maroun (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Sououd Youssef Rizk (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son
Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Gorges Shammas (T) Kemil & his wife
Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Awtel Zaidan




