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To All Fathers
From the Clergy
and Parishioners

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospel of this 14th Sunday of Pentecost about Martha and
Mary seems to present two different behaviours, one of prayer
and the other of action. Martha is agitated, running around to
ensure that everything is ready to receive the Lord.
Meanwhile, Mary is sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to Him.

Mary and Martha’s behaviours are not contradictory, nor
mutually exclusive. We are all called to be both Martha and
Mary in our lives. The two aspects of prayer and action should
be able to be together in our hearts:

« our prayer must be an action, that is to say, a living
relationship with God and not just words that we say but do
not think about.

« our action must also be prayer, in the sense that everything
should be done and lived in the presence of God and with God.

On this special Sunday where we celebrate Father’s Day, we
think of and pray for all fathers that they may find this balance
in life between prayer and action at the heart of their families,
without losing sight of the most important thing: being in the
presence of God.

We thank the Heavenly Father for all the fathers who give so
selflessly and lovingly of themselves to their families. We ask
Him to watch over the fathers in poor health, to comfort those
who are lonely, and to console those separated from their

children. We pray that they may always reflect the fatherhood
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Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost

of God the Father.

I also humbly ask you to pray for your spiritual fathers, your
clergy, servants of the Eucharist and the Word of God. As per
our yearly practice, second collections on this Sunday are
dedicated to the clergy retirement and welfare fund in our
diocese. This money helps to support our elderly priests and
members of the clergy so their needs are provided, and they
live their retirement in dignity. | thank you for your support to
this fund, and pray for God’s abundant blessings upon you
and your families.

Beloved, the perfect embodiment of a balance between
prayer and action is the Blessed Virgin Mary whose Nativity we
celebrate on 8 September. The Nativity of the Virgin Mother of
God was the herald of joy to the whole world since from her
was born Christ our Lord. We entrust all fathers to her
maternal care and ask her to watch over them with her loving
gaze and protect them from every harm, guiding them to raise
holy families that pray together, and to build homes where
Her Son dwells. Happy Father’s Day!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Who am I? Martha or Mary? Can | be both?

If Jesus came knocking on your door one day, would you
invite Him inside and show your hospitality or would you rush
Him away abruptly because you have “too much to do” and
there’s no time to sit with your Divine guest? What would you
do? This question is directed to all of us, in a spiritual sense
more than a physical one. Too often we allow ourselves to
become “busy bodies” and neglect the needs of our soul
which hungers for the eternal nourishment of much higher
aspirations.

As a wife and mother, | also fulfil several other roles within my
vocation in serving the Lord. Many times I've had to tackle this
question regarding my own priorities when my prayer life was
threatened by an overload of other tasks. In all honesty, |
would give anything to be at the Feet of my Beloved Jesus
24/7, but when other duties call, | must discern and ask God to
arrange my schedule as He wishes. This does not mean that |
cannot make time for prayer, which is a necessity and not an
option.

My Spiritual Director told me many years ago, at the beginning
of my formation, “You must always pray while you work, but
NEVER work while you pray.” It is only through my time in
prayer that | am sustained, renewed, inspired, and
encouraged with strength and holy zeal. It is only through my
time with Jesus, receiving the Sacraments and adoring His
Real Presence on the Altar, that | can persevere in the roles and
duties entrusted to me.

| believe it may be possible to be both Martha and Mary -
making time for Jesus without neglecting the essential duties
in our state of life. | pray that | will have the energy to continue
providing for my family’s needs, but | also pray that God will

watch over my family’s needs while | make the time to serve
Him.

| have always trusted that when | put God “first” in my life, He
puts my family first in His plans also. It’s such a blessing to
have spent time with my children in their growing years,
teaching them the value of love and life. This treasure of
sharing the faith with my children and others, reminds me of
Mary listening to Jesus while Martha prepared the meal. Mary
chose the better part, according to Jesus. With God’s help, |
continue caring for my family, like Martha, without
abandoning my time at the Lord’s Feet, like Mary - with God all
things are possible!

Salwa Elias

The passions are the
feelings, the emotions or
the movements of the sensible
appetite - natural components of
human psychology - which incline a
person to act or not to act in view of

QUESTION

what is perceived as good or evil. The
principal passions are love and hatred,
desire and fear, joy, sadness, and anger.
The chief passion is love which is drawn
by the attraction of the good. One can
only love what is good, real or
apparent.

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next

missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the
22nd of January 2023. If you are interested in joining please send an email
to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George on 0450 383

522.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 4 September:

14th Sunday of Pentecost - Father’s Day

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am All Living and Departed of Wadi Qannoubine

Monday 5 September:

6:00pm The late Therese Youssef Chaar from Bkerkacha widow
of the late Samir Abboud Sallouti from Hadat Beirut (died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 7 September:

5:30pm One Year Mass for the late Romeo Alkhoury Maroun
Oueis from Bayader Rachine

7:00pm One Year Mass for the late Sandra Wehbe Wehbe widow
of the late Joseph Assaad Wehbe from Blouza

Friday 9 September:
Sts Joachim & Anne
6:00pm The late Siham lbrahim Wahab from Beit Lahem -

Palastine wife Youssef Hanna Semaan from Kfarsghab (died in
Canada)

My Dad is:
I love my Dad because:

My Dad helps me:

Saturday 10 September:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Joseph Lichaa Harb from
Tannourine

Sunday 11 September:

15th Sunday of Pentecost

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
8:00am Seniors Committee Mass

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Cecilia Boutros Charara
widow of the late Moustafa Issa from Saghbine

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Josephine Antonios Nader
wife of Badr Younis from Mejdlaya

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/8/2022

Plates: $16,845 |Donations: $50 | Candles: $651

PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,629,061 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,187,169 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

® Last Sunday @

the Family Committee hosted a
Women'’s Spiritual Retreat Day
enjoyed by all who attended.
Thank God for all His graces.

® On Tuesday @

& Thursday

the MYO had their regular
blood donations at Rosehill.
Thank you to all who took the
time to donate blood and help
save lives!

® On Wednesday @

English bible studies was
presented by Fr Charbel and we
explored on the topic of “St
Paul: Themes in 1 Corinthians”.

4

® On Thursday @

our seniors committee came
together with the seniors of our
parish for Mass followed by
lunch in celebration of Father’s
Day!

-

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Stephan & Debbie Abous (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed,
Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter
Colleen George (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou
Families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the
Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa, Fayez & Hind
Melhem & Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, El Badoui & Phelomina Reaiche
(S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad

Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna, Youssef Basbous & Mountaha Taouk, Said Assaad & Mariam Taouk (U) (V)

(W) (X) (v) (2)



