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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this Sunday, the Church calls us to reflect on the Parable of
the Sower. We know this text well, we often hear it in church.
But what do we do with it?

What land are we when we hear the Word of God? This is
indeed a question that every believer must always bear in
mind. How carefully do | listen to the Word of God? With what
heart do | receive it? With what love, what perseverance, do |
strive to live it daily in my life? The Word of God must be
received in detail and each of these details must find its place
inour lives!

Christian life is adherence to the Word of God, which is a
permanent source of conversion in us. But we still have to be
really good soil, otherwise it will produce nothing or very little!

God comes to us with His word, let us open our hearts to Him,
and allow the Word to do its work of life in us.

Feast of Blessed Estephan Nehme

We celebrate on the 30th of August the Feast of Blessed
Estephan Nehme, Monk of the Lebanese Maronite Order.

Brother Estephan was born in Lehfed, North Lebanon, on 8
March 1889, and was baptised at the Church of Our Lady in the
village and given the name Youssef. Youssef learned to loved
God and His mother, the Blessed Virgin, since his childhood.

In 1905, at the age of 16, Youssef Nehme left his parental
home, heading to the monastery of St. Cyprian and Justina in
Kfifan, to become a monk of the Lebanese Maronite Order. He
entered the novitiate and took the name Estephan. He lived
for 31 years in the Order as a “worker brother” who worked in
the gardens and orchards of monasteries. He also mastered
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carpentry and stone masonry.
He was a silent worker who sought holiness in the smallest of
deeds that he did with love, care and dedication.

He passed away on 30 August 1938 at the age of 49 at the
Monastery of Saints Cyprian and Justina in Kfifan. On 10
March 1951, while the community of the monastery was
burying another monk, they found that the body of Brother
Estephan was still intact. His body was moved to a new tomb
where it still rests today and is visited by pilgrims seeking his
prayers, blessing and intercession.

We pray today to the Lord who called Brother Estephan to be
one of the servants of His house, where he lived his short life
with faith and steadfastness, and enriched the church with
fraternal love that brought him to holiness. May he be forusan
example of sacrifice, selflessness and discipleship so we may
live our life with the awareness that “God sees us” at all times.
Amen.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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Parable of the Sower and to Love Like Jesus

When we hear the “parable of the sower” do we instinctively
try to place ourselves into one of the categories of seeds? |
admit that my reaction is to think about where my life fits into
the parable - where has my seed fallen? Do | think and act in
ways that would be pleasing to the Lord? Saint Therese of
Lisieux has inspired me in so many ways especially with this
quote from her autobiography: “Miss no single opportunity of
making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by a
kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it all
for love.” This embraces the true meaning of loving our
neighbour as Jesus would want us to love, and perhaps we
can see ourselves as a seed that has been planted into good
soil, bearing fruit.

So, what does it mean to love like Jesus? Does this mean that |
must be crucified to show my love for others? In a sense, yes, it
does. Sometimes giving so much of oneself feels like “death”
when you have to bear patiently with the unbearable and
endure trials that you would much prefer to run away from.
Feeding the hungry and sheltering the homeless is a heroic act
of charity, and clearly shows love of neighbour, as Jesus

QUESTION

When is

an act
morally
good

ANSWER

mandated. Plus, there are so many more unseen heroes that
give of themselves every day without notice or acclaim - the
cleaners who tend to our offices and amenities every day; the
numerous volunteers within our parish communities; the
mothers who care for their families, and the fathers working
hard to provide for them. Yes, most are being paid for doing
their jobs, but even so, if they are serving with love in their
hearts, they are loving like Jesus.

When | discovered how much Jesus loved me, | discovered
what it means to love others. Inspired by the writings of Saint
Augustine, | pray to be generous in serving others without
counting the cost; to fight for justice without heeding the
wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and not to
ask for reward, save that of knowing that | do the Will of God.
This my friends, is to love like Jesus and grow like a fruitful
seed...just like the Cedars of Lebanon.

Salwa Elias

An act is morally good
when it assumes simultaneously
the goodness of the object, of the end,
and of circumstances. A chosen object can by
itself vitiate an act in its entirety, even if the

intention is good. It is not licit to do evil so that
good may result from it. An evil end corrupts the
action, even if the object is good in itself. On the other
hand, a good end does not make an act good if the
object of that act is evil, since the end does not
justify the means. Circumstances can increase or

diminish the responsibility of the one who is
acting but they cannot change the moral
quality of the acts themselves. They never
make good an act which is in itself
evil.

{

) UPCOMING EVENTS

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next

missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the
22nd of January 2023. If you are interested in joining please send an email
to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George on 0450 383

522.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 28 August:

13th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Youssef Elkhoury Hanna Abood
from Kfarsghab

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Chafic Boulos Saghabi from
Kfardlakos

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Nazha Yaacoub from
Knaywer wife of Paul Homsi from Arabet Kozhaya

2:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Therese Ayed Mansour
Haddad wife of Moussie Gebrael Haddad from Jordan

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Hanne Boutros from Tleil
Akkar wife of Sam Maroon from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 31 August:
5:30pm All Living and Departed of Deir Al Ahmar

Thursday 1 September:
10:30pm Seniors Mass for Father’s Day followed by lunch

Who am I?

| was a worker monk.
| constantly repeated the
words “God can see me”,
| was recognised as Blessed on
27 June 2010.
My feast day is on August 30.

Who am I?

Saturday 3 September:

6:00pm All Living and Departed of Hadchit for the Feast of St
Raymond offered by the Association

Sunday 4 September:

14th Sunday of Pentecost - Father’s Day
Masses 8:00am | 9:30am | 11:00am | 5:00pm | 7:00pm

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am All Living and Departed of Wadi Qannoubine

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 21/8/2022
Plates: $13,987.00 | Donations: $565.00 | Candles: $978.00

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,629,061.00
UNITS: $1,187,169.00

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

/ m

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

® Last Saturday @

members of our parish turned
up with their muscles and work
gear to assist with our hall
renovations. Thank you to all
who putin a helping hand!
Teens & Fersen resumed their
classes after a break over feast
week. Fersen enjoyed a craft
activity on the assumption,
whilst the teens spent time
enjoying some fun and spiritual
activities.

® On Wednesday @

our youth came together for
their faith on fire talk led by
Matthew Semaan and explored
the topic “creating order
through the apostolic life”.

® On Monday @

the introduction to the
Maronite faith team held their
first part of a two part course
on Our Blessed Mother called
Journey with Mary. Part two
will be held on Monday 29/8/22
at 7pm in the CYPC seniors
room.
The mens faith & fellowship
group also came together for
their talk on “suffering”.

our seniors committee and the
seniors of our parish came
together for Mass followed by
lunch and entertainment. It
was a beautiful day spent
together in one another’s
\ company.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Raymond Anjoul (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Boutros Draybi, Linda Draybi (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his
faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni, Shmooni Elhosn, Tannous Elhosn (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & family,
Emile Ibrahim Fakhri, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhri (G) Helen George, Majid George, Izzat Gerges & Family (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul &
Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Chafica Sara George Hawi , Tansa Diby Diab Hawi, Wadiaa Youssef Hady (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) Hanna & Zahia
Lahoud & their son Rimon Lahoud (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all
the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha
Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family (N) Odette Nehme, Yasmine Nehme, Jamil Nehme (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe
Romanos, Esber Rizk (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin &
Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Therese Safadi, Nkoula Shimoueil, Jamileh Shimoueil, Saba & Mariam Saba & their son Rafif Saba (T) Kemil &
his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) Fouad Wehbe, Mary Wehbe, Morched Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra




