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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am presently in Melbourne visiting our Maronite parishes here
and celebrating the Feast of the Assumption with our community.

On the 12th Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we read how Our
Lord went to the district of Tyre and Sidon, that is, ancient
Canaan, what is modern Lebanon. There, He was sought out by a
Canaanite woman whose daughter was being tormented by a
demon. At first, He would not answer her but the apostles came
up to Him, and they urged Him to send her away because she kept
following them and shouting.

Our Lord did not send her away, rather He made a comment to
her that He had been sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. She then knelt before Him, itself a significant action
because it shows her humility, and asked Him, simply and
directly: “Lord, help me.” This woman chose the road of humility
and knew that she was speaking to the Master of Life and Love.
The Canaanite woman, on her knees, acknowledged Jesus as her
master, and the master of all, whether Jew or Canaanite.

So it was then, that Jesus gave her the comforting answer:
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish,”
and her daughter was instantly healed. That is, her belief in the
Lord had not just been merely believing; rather, she had felt in her
heart the truth of the divinity of the Lord, and understood His
goodness. The Canaanite woman knew that Jesus was God, and
she feared Him, but she also loved Him and put her faith into Him
and expressed it into action.

Today, Lebanon, the home of this Canaanite woman and of her
daughter, and the homeland to most of the Maronites all around
the world, is suffering, in a way which we have never seen since
the days of the civil war, and which we had thought and prayed
were gone forever. Perhaps we can see a parallel in the daughter
of the Canaanite woman: she is being tormented by demons and
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cannot help herself. Someone else must speak up for her, and it
was her mother who called upon the Lord. Today, let us pray to
the Mother of God, to Our Lady of Lebanon, to speak up for
Lebanon and for its people tormented and suffering. | am sure
that she will intercede and ask her Son to deliver and save
Lebanon.

Inour turn, let us all call out after the Lord with perseverance, and
keep the plight of the Lebanese people alive. Let us be their
voices all around the world, and let us continue to express our
solid faith in the Lord that He will never abandon His flock in
Lebanon. And then, perhaps, we will hear His consoling words
that our faith has been great and we will be saved.

The Lord tested the Lebanese Canaanite woman but because of
her faith in Him and her love to her daughter, she strongly
persisted and she was granted her heart’s desire. In following her
example, we need to renew our faith in the Lord. Let our faith be
the faith of our hands and our hearts and not only of our minds
and our lips. May our actions reflect our love to the Lord and faith
in Him.
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

After nearly two weeks of celebrations leading up to the Feast
of the Assumption, this week we celebrate with the Canaanite
woman, the Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost. She is from our
land, our own skin! She is the Canaanite woman whom we
remember today. She proclaimed her faith and never
budged. Jesus did not find a faith like hers in Israel, so she
was blessed. When we reflect on this scene, we see an
attempt to restrain the loud cries of the suffering and we hear
the shouting voice of the Canaanite woman and the reply of
our Lord Jesus Christ to this cry. Not only did this gentile
woman from our land believe in Jesus, but she trusted in him
even after he humiliated her and compared her to the dogs.
She settled for the leftovers! How great these leftovers are if
they are from the Lord.

Faith is so much more than belief! Faith is about trust. To
believe in someone is to trust in him, to entrust something of
value to him, even to entrust ones very self to him. Today, we
reflect on those who prevent us from reaching our Lord Jesus
Christ, those who believe but have no trust. This could
possibly be me! Or even you! However, those who have the
same faith as the Canaanite woman, no one can separate
them from him.

The Good News of joy has been proclaimed through that
woman to all peoples. She was a pagan woman who
adored him. She did not back down despite the words of
Jesus, who seemed to refuse her request. As for us who
believe in Jesus, do we still maintain our faith steadfastly,
in the likeness of that Canaanite woman who shouted even
more every time Jesus rejected her and ignored her?

Every year, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is
a time in which our parish family comes together as one, to be
united with each other prayerfully, pastorally, sociallyand as a
community of service. Yes, we are the servants of Our Lady of
Lebanon who strive with all our strength and stamina to bring
you all closer to her Son. Yet again, we witnessed with Mary
the greatness of our God who is transfigured through the

Faith is not just belief, it is trust!

different generations of our parish who gather together in joy,
under the theme of “Mary, mirror of the divine beauty and
guardian of our hope.”

Over these past few months, we have all worked togetherin a
spirit of love and friendship that is only befitting of servants
who are honouring their eternal Queen. Our Lady has guided
each and everyone one of you to our Lord in one way or
another. And through your example and witness, in turn, you
too guide those around you to her and to him.

Once again, | cannot do you justice, so | ask Our Mother
Mary to reward you in her own way. | would like to thank you
for your support that led us to the celebrations of the Feast. A
special thank you to all the benefactors who generously
offered money, goods, time and energy. Thank you to our 23
committees who work tirelessly in this parish, not only during
the feast week, but also throughout every week of the year.
Thank you to the Maronite Sisters of the Holy Family for their
ongoing support and prayers. Thank you to the parish choirs,
logistics, traffic controllers, decorators, plate collectors and to
all men and women (young and old) who have cooked,
cleaned, prepared and organised. To our volunteers, a very big
thank you! To the staff who work behind the scenes, thank
you, thank you, thank you!

Father Tony Sarkis

QUESTION

The morality of
human acts depends on
three sources: the object
chosen, either a true or
apparent good: the intention of

What are the

the subject who acts, that is, the
sources of the ) ) ?

purpose for which the subject
performs the act; and the

circumstances of the act, which
include its consequences

morality of
human acts @

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next
missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the
22nd of January 2023. If you are interested in joining please send an email
to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George on 0450 383

522.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 21 August:

12th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late George Najib Assaker from
Majdel Akoura

11:00am One year Mass for the late Joseph Doumit from
Kfarsghab

2:00pm All Living and Departed of Zgharta for the Feast of Our
Lady of Zgharta offered by the Association

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Ferez Tannous Khoury Taouk
from Becharre

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Albert Youssef Kandalaft from
Zgharta

Monday 22 August:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Assaad Said Sarkis from Sir Al
Dannieh

Tuesday 23 August:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Joseph Bachir Beshara from
Karm El Mohr

Thursday 25 August:
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by Lunch

Saturday 27 August:
6:00pm All living and Departed of Kfarsghab for the Feast of St
Awtel

The story of the Canaanite Woman
teaches us to be strongin
ourF _ .

Sunday 28 August:

13th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Youssef Elkhoury Hanna
Abood from Kfarsghab

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Chafic Boulos Saghabi from
Kfardlakos

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Nazha Yaacoub from
Knaywer wife of Paul Homsi from Arabet Kozhaya

2:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Therese Ayed Mansour
Haddad wife of Moussie Gebrael Haddad from Jordan
5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Hanne Boutros from Tleil
Akkar wife of Sam Maroon from Kfarsghab

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 14/8/2022

Plates: $25,365.70 | Donations:§........... | Candles: $4,614.50
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97  UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

¢ On Monday @
it was the Feast of the ® Last Sunday °

WHAT HAPPENED / .

Assumption and our parish was family fun day which was
held many Masses for our held after the 9:30am Mass.
parishioners. This also meant There were rides and fun
we came to the end of our activities for the children to
Feast Week celebrations. We enjoy and good food for when
thank you all for joining us in they got hungry. It was
the celebrations and a very big beautiful to see so many
THANK YOU to all our families attend and some
volunteers who assisted in parents getting to have a break
making feast week so while the children had fun.
successful! May our Blessed At night Bishop Antoine
Mother continue to watch over Charbel Taraby celebrated the
our parish and parishioners. Solemn Mass for the eve of the

feast of the assumption.
Afterwards our parish

continued the celebrations
» Last Saturday @ with a hrissi night and
night entertainment.

our parish held Mass and then ; -
continued the feast Keep up to date with all spiritual

celebrations with the annual and social initiatives of your parish
hafleh & rides festival. The night by checking our social media
was a success with many platforms, keeping your ears peeled
parishioners attending and to the latest parish announcements

having such a great time. There . .
wegreactiviﬁesforallage and being subscribed to our

groups and the party was newsletter.
certainly on with many
parishioners up on the dance
floor.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Raymond Anjoul (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Boutros Draybi, Linda Draybi (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his
faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni, Shmooni Elhosn, Tannous Elhosn (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & family,
Emile Ibrahim Fakhri, Rosa Ibrahim Fakhri (G) Helen George, Majid George, Izzat Gerges & Family (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul &
Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Chafica Sara George Hawi , Tansa Diby Diab Hawi, Wadiaa Youssef Hady (1) (J)
Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genevieve Khoury & all the departed of Khoury & El-Zahou Families (L) Hanna & Zahia
Lahoud & their son Rimon Lahoud (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all
the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha
Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family (N) Odette Nehme, Yasmine Nehme, Jamil Nehme (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe
Romanos, Esber Rizk (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin &
Emille, Salim & Saad Families, Therese Safadi, Nkoula Shimoueil, Jamileh Shimoueil, Saba & Mariam Saba & their son Rafif Saba (T) Kemil &
his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) Fouad Wehbe, Mary Wehbe, Morched Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra




