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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this 10th Sunday of Pentecost, the Maronite Church encourages
us to reflect on a Gospel from St Matthew. In this passage, Jesus casts
out demons and heals a blind and mute man. After this miraculous
healing, the crowd splits into two: some of them wondering if Jesus
was the awaited Messiah, the son of David, God’s anointed one who
brought peace and goodness to Israel. The other group, the
Pharisees, were getting angry at Jesus and accused him of casting
out demons by the work of Beelzebul, that is, the devil.

Jesus knew what they were thinking and told them that their
thoughts were illogical. It makes no sense that the prince of darkness
would drive out the forces of darkness. A house, a city, or a kingdom
divided against itself will not stand. Therefore, Satan cannot drive out

Satan.
God. There she found peace. Let us, in her example, place our worries

Jesus can only perform his miracles through the power of God. He
fights evil with love. He fights evil by the power of the Spirit of God.
Jesus defeats the power of Satan. The kingdom of God has come and
the kingdom of darkness cannot stop it.

in the hands of our good and provident God and ask for her
intercession and prayers for us to trust in the providence of God to
provide for our needs, and the needs of our world.

Mary of the Cross Mackillop, pray for us.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
And we, as followers of Christ, do we believe this? Do we believe that
we need not fear Satan if we place our trust and hope in Jesus Christ,
who conquered evil and was victorious over the forces of darkness?

Christ not only restored
the original order of matrimony
but raised it to the dignity of a
sacrament, giving spouses a special

QUESTION

Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop - 8 August

On the 8th of August, the Catholic Church celebrates the feast of
Australia’s first saint: Saint Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Mary
MacKillop was a woman of strong faith and trust in God. In hardships,
she knew that Christ walked with her and did not leave her alone,
when she says: “There where you are, you will find God.”.

grace to live out their marriage as a
symbol of Christ's love for his bride the
Church: "Husbands, love your wives

as Christ loves the Church"

It was her mother Flora who taught Mary to trust in God to provide (Ephesiii

whatever she needed in her life. Throughout her life, Mary also
reflected the love of God to all those she encountered. She was
always willing to forgive those who hurt her and spoke the truth with
courage. She served all those in need, regardless of their ethnicity,
faith, or social status...

Peast Weel 2

You can find a copy of the feast week program
at the church doors. Please take a copy and join us
for the celebrations!

In her life, Mary faced times of worry, anxiety, and grief but she was
always able to place her cares in the hands of her good and provident
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

On this Tenth Sunday of Pentecost, we celebrate the
Transfiguration of our Lord through which he revealed to the
three disciples his divinity in a very mysterious way. Saint John
Paul Il, in his Apostolic Letter “On the Most Holy Rosary” in which
he gave the Church five new mysteries, called the Transfiguration
“the mystery of light par excellence.” The Transfiguration is a
foretaste of the Glory of God. This event in the life of our Lord
occurred shortly before Jesus went to Jerusalem to be crucified.
Pope John Paul Il said that Jesus allowed Peter, James and John
to experience his Transfiguration in order “to prepare to
experience with him the agony of the passion, so as to come with
him to the joy of the resurrection and a life transfigured by the
Holy Spirit” (John Paul I, Rosarium Virginis Mariae).

In this short Gospel passage, we can speak of many symbols. The
mountain for example in biblical thought is the natural location
for a divine-human encounter. In fact, both Moses and Elijah in
parts of the Old Testament conversed with God on Mount Sinai
and again today they appear conversing with God in front of the
disciples. Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the
prophets. Author and Jesuit priest Brendan Byrne explains to us
that their presence and their conversation with Jesus reinforces
what the Transfiguration already displays: that in his person, the
presence of God is interacting with human beings.

Certainly Peter, as usual, must say something, and was so
astonished with what he saw that he somehow wanted to capture
this experience suggesting that three dwelling places should be
made for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. What about us today? We who
no longer need to witness the Transfiguration because it takes
place within us every time we receive the Lord in the Eucharist.
Through the Eucharist, divinity interacts with humanity and even
more so, divinity is united with humanity! The question that we
need to ask ourselves is: are we creating an appropriate dwelling
place for Jesus in our hearts? Are we allowing him to transform us
so that we can be like him, a living sacrament?

WA

Are we making an appropriate

dwelling for Jesus in our hearts?

One of the living sacraments in our faith life is the Sacrament of
Marriage. How wonderful and joyous to see this Sunday 26
couples renewing their wedding vows at Our Lady of Lebanon
Parish with their children witnessing this renewal.

In a world that is trying to destroy the sacramentality of this
important and holy Sacrament, these 27 couples and all married
men and women, show a dedicated witness to the promises they
made on their wedding day. Some couples are celebrating 5 years
of marriage whilst others are celebrating 60 years of blessings.
Regardless, these couples truly reflect the Gospel values and the
message of love that Christ proclaimed. Furthermore, these
couples are a good sign of hope and encouragement for those
who are single and those who are already married. Whether 5
years or 60 years, their time together may not have been smooth
and | am certain that there have been moments of hardship and
struggle, but as we know from St Paul’s first epistle to the
Corinthians he tells us that “Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1 Cor 13:13)

I would like to thank the Family Committee who have worked
tirelessly to make this Sunday of the Renewal of Vows possible.
Their work is also a great witness to the love of Christ for his
Church. May you be rewarded for your efforts.

Feast Week has certainly arrived and we are in full swing. We are
celebrating the feast this year under the theme of “Mary, mirror
of divine beauty and guardian of our hope.” The theme is taken
from a letter composed by the Venerable Patriarch Elias
Howayek. Please do not miss the opportunity to take part in all
the spiritual, pastoral and social events, as one family, to pray,
socialise and truly live and experience the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Let our prayer be today and always, Mary,
guardian of our hope, intercede for us!

Father Tony Sarkis

UPCOMING EVENTS

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!

VOLUNTEERS FOR FEAST OF THE
ASSUMPTION 2022 CELEBRATIONS
NEEDED!

Please contact Joanne on 0427 503
008 or Charbel on 0421 187 919 for
further details

Or complete the form in the link
below:

www.olol.org.au/volunteers

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next
missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the
22nd of January 2023. If you are interested in joining please send an email
to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George on 0450 383

522.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 7 August:

10th Sunday of Pentecost - Novena Day 3

Masses 8:00am | 9:30am | 11:00am | 5:00pm | 7:00pm
8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Mass for the Renewal of Marriage Vows
6:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

7:00pm Youth Mass followed by BBQ Entertainment

Monday 8th August:

St Mary Mackillop of the Cross - Novena Day 4

7:00am & 9:00am Mass for Feast of St Mary Mackillop of the
Cross

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Sodality of the Immaculate Conception Mass followed
by Cocktail

Tuesday 9th August:

Novena Day 5

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Family of Divine Word Mass, Consecration & Renewal
followed by Cocktail

Wednesday 10th August:

Novena Day 6

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Teens Mass followed by Supper

7:30pm English Faith Talk, “Lord how many times shall |
forgive” by Danny & Leila Abdallah

Thursday 11th August:

Novena Day 7

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by Lunch and Entertainment
5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Heaven on Earth Mass

8:00pm Solemn Adoration and Procession of the Blessed
Sacrament

Friday 12th August:
Novena.Day 8

5:00pm Mariam Procession
6:00pm Mass

Saturday 13th August:

Novena Day 9

11:00am Rosary Prayers followed by Fatima Mass

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Mass for the Intentions of our Parishioners

7:00pm Annual Parish Hafleh & Festival Rides, Lebanese &
English Entertainment & Raffle Draw. Entry $35 per person
(include all Rides & Food)Free entry for Children under 5 Years.

Sunday 14th August:

Eve of the Feast of the Assumption

Masses 8:00am | 9:30am | 11:00am

5:00pm Solemn Mass for the Eve of the Feast of the
Assumption  celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, followed by Hrissi Night &
Entertainment

Monday 15th August:
Feast of the Assumption
Masses 7:00am | 9:00am | 11:00am | 6:00pm | 8:00pm

PARISH:.LOANS
CYPC: $3;740,247.98
UNITS: $1,218,907.97

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 31/7/2022

Plates: $13,407.35 | Donations: $2,400 | Candles: $1,689.75
MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Last

weekend

the Fersen and Teen leaders of
our parish went on a retreat
together to strengthen the
bonds of their ministry in order
to better serve those they
encounter. May God continue to
bless our Fersen and Teen
leaders in their efforts in
serving their committees.

» On Tuesday =

evening

our parish held a volunteers
training session, thank you to
all who attended! Our parish is
always seeking out helping
hands if you would like to
assist in helping our parish
especially during feast week
please contact Joanne on 0427
503 008 or Charbel on
0421 187 919.

We also held a book launch for
our very own Subdeacon
Ghassan Nakhoul’s new book.
His book is about Patriarch
Douaihy and the Trinitarian
Paradigm in the Maronite Mass.
We are so proud of this
achievement, and we offer
Ghassan a big congratulations
from us all!

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

our parish began the novena
prayers and opening
celebrations for the Feast of the
Assumption. At night we held
the first souk night with
Australian market food leaving
you with endless options to
satisfy any craving. For those
who wanted to get their groove
on the night also featured
Jellybean Jam and the Knafeh
Boys.

» On Saturday @

night

our parish continued the feast
celebrations with Mass for the
Feast of the Transfiguration of
Our Lord. Afterwards the
second souk night began with
a market festival, again leaving
you with endless food choices.
The Knafeh Boys and Arabic
entertainment sure had a lot of
parishioners on their feet
dancing away. What a weekend
it was! A big shout out to all
our helping hands.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and
social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms,
keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being
subscribed to our newsletter.



Q PARISH CAMERA

IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Soubhi & Saydeh Bazouni & family (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful
departed, Matthew Essey, Tannous & Chemoune Elhesen, Youssef & Hanneh Elhesen & family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice
& Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Tansa & Souraya Ishak & family (J) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Genevieve Khoury & all departed of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife

Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi,
Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family (N) Mkhael Halim Nakhle (O)
(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine,
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil
Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2) Elias Zahra
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