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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the 31st of JUIK’ the Maronite Church celebrates the Feast of the
350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun.

The information we have about the martyrdom of the 350 Monks is
from a letter from the monks to Pope Hormisdas in the year 517. The
letter described the suffering and attacks that the Maronites
endured. We learn that, while the monks were on their way to St.
Simon Stylite, the 350 monks were ambushed and killed.

The saddest part of their story is that the death of these martyrs
occurred out of a growinﬁ disunity amongst Christians themselves.
The 350 martyrs were killed by other Christians because of a
disagreement around the teaching of the Fourth Ecumenical Council
of Chalcedon. This Council in 451 decreed that Our Lord Jesus Christ
was one person, but having two distinct natures, divine and human,
and the monks of St Maroun accepted this teachlng They were
persecuted by those who only believed in the divinity of Christ
denying his human nature.

May the prayers of the 350 Martyr Monks be with us and may we be
courageous in standing up for the truth and speaking up for the
oppressed.

In the Gospels of the Season of Pentecost in the Maronite Church, we
hear a lot about the danger of division. That was something which we
are warned about and, yet, still even now we sometimes do not
listen. Unity does not mean thinking the same, speakin% the same,
feeling the same. Unity means respect for each other, listening to
each other, working together and most importantly together in love
and sacrifice with our neighbour, no matter who they are.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

This week, we also remember the tragedy of the explosion at the port QUESTION spiIi';es::lgThténpgrgsEchvsith

an indelible, spiritual character
that configures him to Christ the
priest and enables him to act in the
name of Christ the Head. As a co-worker

of Beirut on 4 August 2020. At 6.07pm that day, the blast rocked the
heart of Beirut and killed more than 215 people and wounded some
7,000, while leaving a large part of the Lebanese capital in ruins. Man
continue to live with the scars of trauma, of shock, of loss and of grief.
Itis shameful and tragic that 730 days have passed and the culpritsin of the order of bishops he is consecrated
this crime against humanity continue to evade justice. We owe it to to preach the Gospel, to celebrate
the victims, to their families and to every Lebanese person to seek dpivine worship, es ’ecially the
the truth and bring those responsible to justice without any further Eucharist from w’hicll?l his ministry
delays. draws its strength, and to be a

. o shepherd of the faithful.
May God look upon Lebanon and its people in His mercy. May He
enfold the victims and join them to the tenderness of His heart and to
the lights of His glory, as He promised in Saint John's vision: “He will
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more

(Revelation 21:4). 766!45 Weet p

| invite you to join us for a Memorial Mass on Thursday 4 August You can find a copy of the feast week program

2022 at 6pm at St Joseph’s Church in Croydon, NSW, to pray for the at the church doors. Please take a copy and join us
victims, their families and for our beloved Lebanon. for the celebrations!

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT Parish Office:
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 9689 2899
ark Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248 .
7am, 9am & 6pm Mon-Sat _ Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445 Opening Hours:
gaspa (Arazlé)lc)l ) Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar) 8:30am (Arabic)| 7Tpm(English) Fr ghﬁrbsl Dlll:l)3 0 1lO 5481 245 . Monday to Friday
am (Englis ed 7am, 9am m(Ar . . Fr John-Paul Bassi
11am (AI/ERg) ol Enelich e Divine Mercy followed by py youssef Matta: 0427 922 092 9am -4:30pm
% Sat 7: Oam & 6pm (Ar/Eng) Rosary Fri 7:30pm Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824 Saturday
7pm Engl| Adoration Hour F: gfgnaer%\::: 0411 811 807 9am - 1pm
Live Streamlng : CONFESSIONS Thur8pm-9 pm Fr Paul Joubeir: 0414 900 01 Fax: 9689 2068
Through Social Media Before and during Saturday 24 Hour Adoration Dcn Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384 Email: info@olol.org.au

6pm and Sunday Masses or by Every first Eriday of the month Dcn Robert-Pio Al Ba eh: 0414 447 883 Website: www.olol.org.au
appointment on weekdays fromy9 -30am- Sa){urday 7:30am SubDcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335 2

5pm EAr/




The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

As we continue our faith journey, we arrive at a very important
commemoration in our Maronite Church, that of the Three
Hundred and Fifty Martyrs. These martyrs were the disciples
of Saint Maroun who sacrificed their lives for their faith and
especially in defence of the doctrine of the Council of
Chalcedon that declared that Jesus was both human and
divine. These disciples were 6th Century monks living in
several monasteries throughout Northern Syria. They held
strong ties to the Catholic faith, particularly to the teaching of
the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon. Despite the
Dogma of the Council, there remained a dissenting group
known as “Monophysites”, followers of the one nature of
Christ, namely the divine nature. Patriarch Severus embraced
this Monophysite heresy and persecuted the monks, ordering
them to be executed in the year 517AD. Today we
commemorate the 1505-year anniversary of their martyrdom.

In the Gospel for their feast, Jesus tells us that “the Wisdom of
God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of
whom they will kill and persecute, so that this generation may
be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the
foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the
sanctuary.” Zechariah, priest, prophet, and father of Saint
John the Baptist was stoned to death in the Temple because
he accused the people and leaders of Israel of being untrue to
God’s Law. Jesus sternly rebukes the scribes and Pharisees
who should have been the very ones to recognise who he was.
These very scribes and Pharisees would not allow the people

.

Testimony of commitment
and witnesses of faith

to follow Jesus. They did everything to condemn him, block
his way, eventually leading to his crucifixion and death. And as
Jesus prophesised, even those who followed him would suffer
persecution because of his name. This is what happened to
the 350 monks of Saint Maroun, and this is what continues to
happen today and sadly in the same part of the world that
these monks came from.

For us, to truly witness to the faith of the martyrs, we decided
that our Feast Week celebrations this year would focus on the
theme of: “Mary, mirror of the divine beauty and guardian of
our hope.” Through this theme, we truly connect the Feast of
the Assumption with our faith journey and roots, as well as
with our strong connection to one another. As we approach
the celebrations leading up to the Feast of the Assumption, |
encourage everyone to be involved and truly live this journey
both spiritually and socially as one community and one
family. The celebrations begin on Friday 5 August with a
solemn Mass on the eve of the Feast of Transfiguration,
followed by the opening of the two-day heritage souk. In
addition, the novena of the Assumption begins. Thus, we
embark on a very busy twelve-day program that will lead us
up to our Parish Feast. So please do not miss out. Please take
a copy of the program from the church entrance. If you can
volunteer at any of the events, please contact the parish
office. | look forward to sharing the experience of the Feast
Week with all of you! We can live and embody the divine
beauty of Mary and the hope of the Lord in each one of us.

Father Tony Sarkis

UPCOMING EVENTS

OLOL Women Retreat. Registrations
close this Sunday. 49 women are
already registered. We hope you can
make it. SMS Juliette on 0403 133 502




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 31 July:

9th Sunday of Pentecost - 350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun
8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Youssef Moussa Germanos
from Deir Bella

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Amine Bou Francis from
Ardeh

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Jean Badaoui Phillip Salhab
from Sebhel

Monday 1 August:

10:30am Funeral for the late Hassebe Saab widow of the late
Phillip Alphonse from Dimane

6:00pm The late Salam Youssef Elbayeh from Kfardlakos
widow of the late Mourched Greige Sarkis from Sir Al Denieh
(died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 2 August:
1:00pm Funeral of the late Cecilia Boutros Charara widow of
the late Moustafa Issa from Saghbine

Wednesday 3 August:
5:30pm One Year Mass for the late Ektimal Kamil Almekhtfi
widow of the late Sassine Mahfoud from Ardeh

PARISH LOANS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98
UNITS: $1,218,907.97

Friday 5 August:

Novena and Openingfor.the Feast of the/ Assumption

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession

6:00pm Vigil Mass for the Feast of the Transfiguration and
Opening for the Feast of the Assumption

Saturday 6 August:
Feast of the Transfiguration

5:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession
6:00pm Mass for the Feast of the Transfiguration

Sunday 7 August:
10th Sunday ofPentecost

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am Mass for the Renewal of Marriage Vows
6:30pm Rosary Prayers and Procession
7:00pm Youth Mass followed by BBQ Entertainment

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/7/2022

Plates: $13,171.95 | Donations: $2,800 | Candles: §........
MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

/ m

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last
Thursday

the seniors committee came
together to celebrate Holy Mass
and to enjoy lunch together
with some entertainment. It
has been so great seeing the
seniors beautiful faces every
second Thursday. We will meet
again at our annual party to
celebrate the feast of Our Lady
of the Assumption on the 11th
of September. We look forward
to seeing you all and hope you
can all make it. May God keep
you safe and bless us all!

> On Wednesday

evening

Faith on Fire was led by Joe &
Juliette Ayoub on the topic of
“For better, forever”. We had a
very good turn out for such an
interesting topic.

Last

Saturday

the OLOL sodality had their
retreat at St Maroun’s Convent
at Dulwich Hill. Fr Youwakim
and Fr Paul led us through
prayers, reflection and Mass. It
was an enjoyable and spiritual
day enjoyed by all.

On Tuesday
& Thursday

our youth held their regular
blood donations at Rose Hill
blood centre. If you can please
consider joining us next time
to donate blood, it truly saves
lives! If you have any further
questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact Elana on
0466 283 883

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.




Q PARISH CAMERA

.‘ UPCOMING EVENTS

VOLUNTEERS Training Session!

1
YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU! Ever wanted to know what volunteering at the

VOLUNTEERS FOR FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 2022 Parish involves?
CELEBRATIONS NEEDED!

Join US for a training session on Tuesday,
Please contact Joanne on 0427 503 008 or Charbel . ’
on 0421 187 919 for further details 2 August 2022 at 7:30pm in the CYPC.
Or complete the form in the link below: For more information contact Joanne on

0427 503 008
www.olol.org.au/volunteers
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’ UPCOMING EVENTS

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next missionary trip to the
Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the 22nd of January 2023. If you are interested
in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George

on 0450 383 522.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan, Soubhi & Saydeh Bazouni & family (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful
departed, Matthew Essey, Tannous & Chemoune Elhesen, Youssef & Hanneh Elhesen & family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice
& Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Tansa & Souraya Ishak & family (J) Youssef &
Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Genevieve Khoury & all departed of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife
Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi,
Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa, Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family (N) Mkhael Halim Nakhle (O)
(P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine,
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil
Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra




