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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Maronite Church guides us to reflect on this 8th Sunday of the
Season of Pentecost on the Gospel from St Matthew (12:14-21).
The Pharisees are plotting to destroy Jesus because they
considered Him to have violated the Sabbath law.

Jesus does not go to war with the Pharisees. He simply goes away
to continue to perform His works of healing and mercy. He reveals
to us the love of the Father for all humanity. He shows us the path
of the Truth, which is not accomplished through clashes,
violence, or wars but through charity, compassion and justice. To
follow Christis to respect the dignity of every human being. Itis to
learn to live in fraternal love. It is also to discover the love of the
Father and to learn to live in this love.

The Pharisees and the crowds at the temple had not understood
or accepted this. They were preoccupied with defending their
rites and their power. Jesus challenged their beliefs and their
practices by promoting service to others, concern for the weak
and the poor, and bringing back the sinners to the faith. Envy
gnawed at the hearts of the Pharisees and prevented them from
thinking of others. The essence of selfishness is to consider the
good of others as a personal threat.

When we drift away from Jesus Christ, from His love, His fidelity,
and His goodness, He awaits us to come back and to trust Him
again. He is always ready to offer us His grace and to show us His
merciful love. When we doubt His love, we judge by our measure,
with the limited forgiveness of which we are capable. When we
entrust ourselves to His love and believe in His infinite mercy, we
are better disposed to receive His grace.

Many people followed Christ, and He healed them all. Christ is the
only source of true happiness in the heart of every man and
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woman. All our hopes and aspirations find their fulfilment in His
person. To know Christ is to love Him. When we do not know Him
well enough, we are content with lesser joys and small pleasures
destined to wither. Let us pray for the grace to know Him, love
Him and serve Him and to draw from the fountain of His love.

I wish you a Blessed Sunday!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

Welcome to the Eighth Sunday of Pentecost in the calendar of
our Christian Maronite life. We are well and truly halfway
through this Season and this week Saint Matthew speaks to us
about the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy of the Servant and
presents us with the entire first Canticle of the Servant. On the
one hand, the Servant was persecuted by the authority which
insulted and mocked him, yet he does not turn back. He
presents his face hard as a rock, knowing that he will not be
disappointed (Is 50:5-7). On the other hand, the Servant is
sought and expected by the people. The crowd coming from
far is waiting for his teaching (Is 42:4). This is exactly what is
happening to Jesus.

Jesus was born to serve, and he showed us how to serve. He
showed us how to serve through his relationship with the
twelve apostles and especially in the Upper Room during the
Last Supper. He prepared them for his death and the events
that were to take place after his death. He showed them how
to be Servant Leaders. Even though they all had weaknesses,
he put his trust in them and he entrusted them with his
Church. He taught them to serve with love, to serve with
humility and to serve with obedience. We must ask ourselves
as we serve our families, friends and parishes, are we serving
in the same way that Jesus taught us? We call ourselves
servants, but are we truly living the same spirit of service that
Jesus lived?

To be a servant leader is to be able to sacrifice myself for those
whom | love and those whom | am called to serve. It is not to
walk around with a frown on my face, appearing like | am
carrying the world on my shoulders. Rather, it is about being
able to consume the frowns of all those around me and to
carry their burdens on my shoulders and still be able to shine

A

Free Servant Leader

the light of Christ in their lives. To be a servant leader, | must
be able to take on the responsibility that | have been
entrusted with and to also entrust that responsibility to those
whom | work with. To be a servant leader, | must forget about
myself and place my trust in the greatest Servant Leader of all
time.

Every Christian should be a servant leader, especially the
Maronite who is proud of his or her service and devotion to the
Most Holy Trinity, the Trinity of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. It is the Trinity of resistance, dignity and
freedom. We are God’s servants and submit to him alone. But
we are free wherever we are. Our actions are acts of sacrifice,
martyrdom and toil. We are the children of Maroun, the
resistants of the Holy Valley, standing tall like the Cedars of the
Lord. Existence is ours, and the Glory of Lebanon is given to us,
to our Patriarchs and spiritual leaders. Our prayer, love and
solidarity are with our Church, in peace and in war, in
prosperity and persecution, and the gates of Hell will not
prevail against us.

On the parish news, | was overwhelmed with joy at the return
of all age groups of parish committees and organisations to
their activities and pastoral work, after the mid-year vacation.
| am also very happy with everyone’s dedication and hard
work to prepare for the celebrations of the feast of the parish,
the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven in
body and soul. Let us be servant leaders in our faith and
gather around our Mother Mary with the blessing of the Most
Holy Trinity, under the feast theme of our parish this year:
“Mary, mirror of the divine beauty and guardian of our hope.”

Father Tony Sarkis

UPCOMING EVENTS




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 24 July: 8th Sunday of Pentecost

11:00am One year Mass for the late Elias Hanna Greige from
Hadchit

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Samir Fouad Khoury from
Saghbine

Monday 25 July:
6:00pm Saide Saleh from Bazoun wife of Fahed Merheb from
Hasroun died in Lebanon

Wednesday 27 July:
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Habib Chaibane Said Youssef
Elias from Kfarsghab

Thursday 28 July:

Triduum 350 Martred Monks of St Maroun

5:30pm Day 1 of the Triduum

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Zakia Youssef Chahine Taouk
widow of the late Boutros Tannous Baghdadi Taouk from
Becharre

Friday 29 July:

5:30pm Day 2 of the Triduum

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Milad George Roumieh from
Hawch Haleh Riyak Zahle

Saturday 30 July:

5:30pm Day 3 of the Triduum

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Elias Nassif Abi Khattar
from Mejdla

Sunday 31 July:

9th Sunday of Pentecost - 350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun
8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Youssef Moussa Germanos
from Deir Bella

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Amine Bou Francis from
Haref Ardeh

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Jean Badaoui Phillip
Salhab from Sebhel

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 17/7/2022

Plates: $11,365 | Donations: $2,400 | Candles: $1,594.70
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

On Wednesday

night

Last
Sunday

our parish celebrated the feast
of St Charbel. Before all Masses
incense was burned with a
ziyeh to this incredible saint,
our saint! May St Charbel
continue to prayer for us and
intercede for us always.

To continue the feast
celebrations, the youth held a
procession after Mass with St

Charbel’s relics around the
church.

this weeks bible study was
presented by Deacon Ron on
“The vocation of hermits in the
gospel”. We explored the goal
of solitary life in the gospels
and what it teaches us today.

Thursday

night

we met with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament with
Adoration. Despite the wet
weather it was beautiful to see
some of our parishioners come
to spend time with Jesus.

Sports night was on again this

week. The youth of our parish

had a heated game of soccer!
Come along next week.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.




Q PARISH CAMERA

.‘ UPCOMING EVENTS

VOLUNTEERS Training Session!
YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!

Ever wanted to know what volunteering at the
VOLUNTEERS FOR FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 2022

. L N
CELEBRATIONS NEEDED! Parish involves?

Please contact Joanne on 0427 503 008 or Charbel Join US for a training session on Tuesday,
on 0421 187 919 for further details 2 August 2022 at 7:30pm in the CYPC.

Or complete the form in the link below:

For more information contact Joanne on
www.olol.org.au/volunteers 0427 503 008
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’ UPCOMING EVENTS

Maronites on Mission Philippines Missionary Trip - January 2023

Maronites on Mission Australia is calling for volunteers for their next missionary trip to the
Philippines which will take place from the 8th to the 22nd of January 2023. If you are interested
in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com or contact George

on 0450 383 522.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Rose & Salim
Elabou & their grandchild Salim Elabou (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son
Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Genevieve Khoury & all departed of Elzahoul & Khoury Families,
Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the
departed of the Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa,
Fayez & Hind Melhem & Family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos (S) Boutros &
Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families, George

Safadi, Warde & Antoine Safadi (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)



