Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

All the Maronites know our well-known saints: Charbel, Rafqa,
Nehmetallah, and Blessed Estephan and Yaacoub, but these holy
people are not the only ones in our Maronite Church. Our history
is rich with holy men and women who lived good lives and
protected the faith through hardship and persecution. On the
10th of July, we celebrate the feast of the three holy Maronite
men, the Massabki brothers who were raised to the glory of the
altars by Pope Pius Xl in 1926. Francis, Abdel Mohti and Raphael,
sons of Nehme Massabki, were martyred for refusing to deny their
faith.

Who are these men and what do we know about them? They
belonged to a large, well-known family in the Maronite
community of Damascus. Francis, the eldest, had eight children.
He was a rich merchant, honest in his business, a generous man
who helped the poor, and his big house was open to everyone.
His popularity went beyond Syria, and it is said that the bells were
rung in the villages of Lebanon on his arrival; but he was above all
a faithful and pious Christian. Abdel Mohti spent his life teaching
and educating children. He too was a pious man. As for Raphael,
he lived celibate and humble, but rich in the love of God.

In 1860, Ahmed Pasha ruled Syria, he was a tyrant and a sectarian
and his men were responsible for stirring up trouble. They spread
through their neighbourhoods, set fire to the churches and
massacred Christians, robbing and burning down their houses.

When the situation got dangerous, the Massabki brothers took
refuge in the nearby Franciscan convent. On 10 July 1860, the
invaders entered through a secret door and killed eight
Franciscan monks, seven Spaniards and an Austrian, and the
three Massabki brothers. Francis was killed at the foot of the altar.
Abdel Moati was seized at the chapel door, and told to deny his
faith in order to save his life. In a clear voice, he said: “I am a
Christian, kill me, I am ready.” Raphael was found killed in a
corner of the convent after he also refused to deny his faith. The
three brothers were buried with the Franciscan fathers.

66 years later, a letter from the Maronite Church was addressed to
the Holy Father asking him to beatify the three brothers at the
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same time as the Franciscan Fathers, because they gave their
lives on the same date and for the same faith. The Holy Father
accepted this request and on 7 October 1926, the 8 Franciscan
Fathers and the Massabki brothers were beatified. A reliquary
with the bones of the three martyr brothers lies in the Franciscan
Church at Bab Touma in Damascus.

On this feast, we ask the Blessed
Massabki Brothers, Abdel Mohti, Francis
and Raphael, to pray to the Lord our
God for us, for our families and for the
Church. May we, in their example,
persevere in love and courage until the
end.

The Second General Assembly of the

Plenary Council of Australia has

concluded on Saturday. | thank you for

your prayers for the Plenary. It was a

unique experience for the Church in Australia. This is definitely
not the end, but the journey has just begun as we work to
implement the decisions and recommendations of the Plenary
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

“Do not be afraid”, a reassuring phrase constantly repeated by
Christ during His public ministry. Think about those words carefully.
What does it mean to not be afraid? What does it mean to trust
completely in God, giving to Him all that weighs us down?

On this blessed Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Three
Massabki Brothers. These three brothers - Francis, Abdel Mohti and
Raphael - are a great example of what it means to ‘not be afraid”.
The lives that they led and their witness to their faith in Christ is in
line with this Sunday’s Gospel.

Christ uses the sparrows to show the worth of humans. Jesus tells
us that the sparrow, a tiny bird, is not forgotten by God, and that we
are far more valuable than the sparrow and for this reason we
should not be afraid. This thought alone should give us immediate
comfort but for some it doesn’t. Why not? The answer is simple; we
do not have enough trust in God or our faith is lacking in conviction
and in a world that is trying hard to destroy our Christian faith, we
are more than ever in need of a well-formed and well-grounded
trust and belief in the promises of the Lord.

As trustees of this faith and guardians of the truth, we are called to
defend our faith when it needs to be defended. This defence does
not need to be one of revenge, which is based on anger, and
paying back for what one has done against another. Rather, it
should be based on action, especially in the acts of love and
forgiveness. There is the famous saying that ‘actions speak louder
than words’ and this is a very true statement. Take a very good look
at a Crucifix. Gaze upon Jesus who hangs there. Is not His action of
selfless love worth more than that of revenge and hateful anger?
Could He, should He have chosen, not have destroyed the guards
who crucified Him? But instead He remained silent because He
entrusted everything to the Father.

These three Massabki brothers also lived a life of defending their
faith, even unto death. They knew that protecting their faith and
defending it meant silence, perseverance and trust in the One who
tells us “do not be afraid”. Their belief was that strong and certain
that they defended their faith even unto death, thus making them

The Three Massabki Brothers
and defending the faith

martyrs. This is our Maronite Church, from its birth, it is a history of
defending our faith in Christ with our blood. God, as Christ
reassures, does not forget this blood, and their reward awaits them
in heaven.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of our
Stewardship Committee and Pastoral Council who met this week.
May God reward you with His blessings for all your hard work and
efforts. We have launched our motto for the celebrations and the
feast of our parish, the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into
Heaven in Body and Soul. Our motto this year is “Mary, mirror of the
divine beauty and guardian of our hope.” It is inspired by the
Venerable Patriarch Elias Howayek. | would like also to encourage
you all to participate in the three-day prayers for the Saint of the
World, Saint Charbel, starting from Thursday 14 July. Our parish will
host the relics of Saint Charbel from 15 to 17 July, in the lead up to
the feast of this great Saint. Let us proclaim our faith and bear
witness to it through our Saints. And let us continue to grow in our
motivation and support to make the Feast Week a great and
memorable one. May you all have a blessed and beautiful week
ahead.

Father Tony Sarkis

The Eucharistis a
pledge of future glory
because it fills us with every grace
and heavenly blessing. It fortifies us

for our pilgrimage in this life and makes
us long for eternal life. It unites us already

to Christ seated at the right hand of the
Father, to the Church in heaven and to the

Blessed Virgin and all the saints.

QUESTION

Why is the

Eucharist a
In the Eucharist, we "break the one bread
that provides the medicine of immortality,

the antidote for death and the food that
makes us live forever in Jesus Christ."
(Saint Ignatius of Antioch)

"pledge of
future glory"?,
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 10 July:

6th Sunday of Pentecost - The Three Massabki Martyrs

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Roumanos Rachid Khattar
from Wadi Qanoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sarkis Semaan Nassif Elbayeh
from Kfardlakos

7:00pm The late Mona Gerges Ishak from Deir Al Ahmar wife of
George Slaylaty from Dnoub - Western Bekaa (died in Canada)

Monday 11 July:

10:30am Funeral for the late Assaad Said Sarkis from Sir Al
Danieh

6:00pm The late Atef Mtanios Harb from Tannourine (died in
Lebanon)

Tuesday 12 July:
6:00pm The late Marie Sarkis Abi Chmouni wife of Youssef
Badaoui Khoury from Miziara (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 13 July:
11:00am Rosary followed by Fatima Mass

‘KIDS CORNER

Saturday 16 July:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Georgette Bakhos Sabat
wife of Simon Laba Sassine from Hadchit

Sunday 17 July:

7th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of St Charbel and St Marina
9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Marie Elias Frangi widow of
the late Tansa Mikhael Sabat from Hadchit

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Antoine Joseph Sawma
from Beit Chabab

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Marleine Mtanios Azar from
Wadi Qannoubine

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 3/7/2022

Plates: $10,200 | Donations: $6,600 | Candles: $1,213.45
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

» On Monday @
evening

WHAT HAPPENED / .

Tuesday
night

The Three Massabki Martyrs

Why were the Massabki brothers were martyred?

What are the names of the Massabki brothers?

When is the feast day of the Massabki brothers?

the pastoral council members
met to prepare for OLOL feast
week that is happening from
the 5th - 15th August. The
pastoral council sustains the
clergy in their mission to revive
the pastoral life and to
strengthen it in all its forms.
It’s an opportunity for the
members to carry out their
Christian mission within the
parish.

While the “Introduction to the
Maronite Catholic Faith” course
continued with its second
lesson on Faith and Belief. The
class was exceptionally fruitful.
All are invited to attend the
remaining 18 weeks as we
unpack the truths and beliefs of
the Church. Next week the
lesson will be on the Holy
Trinity.

the youth held their regular

sports night in the youth
centre. Some much need fun
for all, keep an eye out for our
next one!

» On Wednesday @

evening

the youth met for their Faith
on Fire talk which was led by
Fr Yuhanna Azize. We explored
on the topic of exorcism:
casting out the devil. It was
beautiful to see so many
attend to witness this topic.

® On Thursday @

night

we met with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament with
Adoration. It was a fruitful
night as we reflected in prayer
and spent some time with
Jesus.

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by

checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest

parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.



n PARISH CAMERA
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Raymond Wadad Joued Anjoul (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Gabrielle Danielle (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all
his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Sara Chifika George Hawi, Wadiaa Youssef Hady, Diby & Diab Hawi

(1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Genevieve Khoury & all departed of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos, Esber Rizk & Tansa (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X)
() (2)




