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Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I have recently returned to Sydney after attending the Maronite
Synod of Bishops in Lebanon and the World Meeting of Families in
Rome. | thank you for your prayers and wishes during my trip.
Both gatherings were filled with the Lord’s graces and | now look
forward to participating in the upcoming Second Assembly of the
Plenary Council of Australia.

On the 5th Sunday of the Season of Pentecost, we reflect on the
Gospel of Jesus calling His Apostles. The mission that Jesus gives
to His disciples is to proclaim that “the kingdom of heaven is
near” (Mt 10:7). He does not tell them to leave with their hands
full, encumbered with baggage. He even warns them that the
journey will not be without danger, or without persecution (Mt 10:
26-33). It will not be an easy mission. Jesus does not even
guarantee success, but assures them that victory is certain, that
they are precious in His eyes (Is 43:4). He only tells them not to be
afraid and to go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Mt 10:7).

Jesus sends His disciples as Jacob sent his sons to Egypt. They
had nothing for the journey except this instruction from their
father: “do what he tells you” (Gn 41:55). Mary said the same thing
to the servants at Cana (Jn 2:5). We know the rest. Jesus sends
out His disciples with the assurance that they will return, like the
sons of Jacob, with their hands full. Such is the goodness of our
Lord!

Similarly, the Lord calls us and sends us on our journey. Our first
mission today is to recognize that we have been chosen because
we are precious in the eyes of God even if we often do not value
ourselves in the same way. We must appreciate and recognise our
dignity that this call confirms. Let us take up the challenge of
showing the beauty of God to all those we encounter and
accepting His call to renew His Church.
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Second General Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of
Australia

Another journey of renewal for our Catholic Church in Australia
has been the four-year journey of the Fifth Plenary Council of
Australia. This Plenary Council will reach the second - and final -
assembly starting on Sunday 3 July 2022. At the assembly, the
277 Council Members will consider the motions that have
emerged from that national journey, with the goal of renewing
the life and mission of the Church in Australia.

The key document that will guide the work of the second
assembly is the Framework for Motions, which was published. It
contains about 30 motions that all Council Members will discern
and vote on. The outcome of the votes will be announced during
the assembly.

We entrust this assembly to the Holy Spirit of Pentecost asking
Him to give us ears to listen humbly to each other and a
discerning heart to hear what He is saying. May the fruits of the
Plenary lead our Church into a hope-filled future, that we may
live the joy of the Gospel.
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The Servants word

Dear brothers and sisters,

We have reached the fifth week of Pentecost in our Maronite
Church this week. This Sunday’s Gospel speaks about the
authority given to the 12 Disciples to continue the work of
Christ within the world: to proclaim that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. And since then, the laying of hands upon
candidates for the priesthood has seen the passing down of
this great responsibility. If we can somewhat, try to
comprehend this mystery, we can then appreciate what it is
that the clergy do and who they bring to us.

Not only does Jesus call his Disciples by name, but he is very
clearin giving them instructions on what their mission will be.
With explicit clarity he tells them what they need to do and
who they are to see. We could really learn a thing or two from
Jesus about our own communication skills. Are we clear in
what we want to begin with, and then in stipulating this to
others? Jesus’ purpose was very clear! His mission was to
bring about the Kingdom of God. This is what he calls us to do
also, and thus his mission becomes our mission.

The world offers celebrities to idolise, but the Church offers
saints to follow. The world offers noise, but the Church offers
peace. The world offers false, unrealistic dreams, but the
Church offers the Truth. The world offers and celebrates the
vices, the Church offers a life of virtue and holiness. The world
offers earthly pleasures, but the Church offers eternity in
Heaven. What the Church offers is reality and what the world
offers is nothing but false hopes and dreams. At what cost do
we sell our souls to ephemeral matters? Is the earthly human
lifespan worthy of the eternity that is to follow? This is not to
say that the temporal goods of the world are not needed or
not useful, no indeed we need them but how much attention
we give them and the level of importance we place upon them
need to be examined.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all teachers and
students a safe, enjoyable and well-deserved holiday. Make
sure that you take this time to relax and re-energise, not only

12 Disciples past, present and future

physically but also spiritually. Remember that just because
you are on holidays, it does not mean you are on holidays
from Mass.

Last but not least, a special thank you to our Heaven on Earth
committee and volunteers. The work that you do in silence is
seen by our Heavenly Father and | am sure is also appreciated
by those that you are serving. In the cold of winter, you bring
physical warmth to the homeless and needy and also an
emotional warmth in the love and care that you show towards
them. These are the 2022 Disciples of the Lord Jesus in the
Upper Room of our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral parish.

We are now in the preparations phase for our pastoral
activities, both spiritual and social, to celebrate the feast of
our parish, the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady into
Heaven in body and soul. The festive season begins on 5
August and continues until 15 August. Let us all take the
initiative and be determined to celebrate the feast of our
parish together as one family.

Father Tony Sarkis
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 3 July:

5th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Katia Moubarak from
Tannourine wife of Michel Rehani from Haret Hreik

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Jacqueline Nafaa widow of
the late John Gabriel from Beit Chabab

Thursday 7 July:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Georgette Sarkis Obeid widow
of the late Mikhael Gerges Lahoud from Toula

Friday 8 July:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Julia Youssef Fachkha widow
of the late Mtanios Bechara Zeaiter from Bane

Saturday 9 July:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Youssef Mehmeh Salim
Moses from Kfarsghab
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Sunday 10 July:

6th Sunday of Pentecost - The Three Massabki Martyrs
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Roumanos Rachid Khattar
from Wadi Qanoubine

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Sarkis Semaan Nassif Elbayeh
from Kfardlakos

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 26/5/2022

Plates: $9,291.20 | Donations: $2,760 | Candles: $1,159.20
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,740,247.98 CYPC: $31,673 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,218,907.97 UNITS: $10,054 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

® Last Saturday ® ® OnTuesday @

the teens had their weekly

WHAT HAPPENED / .

& Thursday evening

discussions. The year 8 the youth held blood donations
students discussed “be in Rosehill. Every donation
prepared for the second helps save 3 lives!! If your able
coming” whilst the year 9 to donate, please consider
students discussed “gossiping donating blood and giving the
& lying”. The year 9 leaders also gift of life!

hosted a Q&A at the end of the
lesson which allowed the

students to ask many questions » On Wednesday @
they liked answered.

evening

the youth celebrated Mass

» OnFriday @ together and afterwards held a
igh hangout. It was a fun night

night spent together. Keep your eye

out for our next one!

we met with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament with 24
hour Adoration for the first
Friday of July. Every first Friday
of every month our parish holds
24 hour Adoration.

There are many
opportunities to spend some
time with Jesus with our first .

Friday of the month and weekly together to spend the night
Adoration on Thursdays at watching a movie and enjoying
8pm. Please join us next time! pizza and drinks.

® On Saturday @

Fersen held a movie and pizza
night. It was nice to see so
many of the children come

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one
to pray for them, Raymond Wadad Joued Anjoul (B) Youssef Boutros, Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Gabrielle Danielle (E) Tanos Elias Elkazzi and all
his faithful departed, Matthew Essey, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El-Bazouni (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil
Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & son Joseph & daughter Colleen George, Sara Chifika George Hawi, Wadiaa Youssef Hady, Diby & Diab Hawi

(1) (J) Youssef & Ghanajeh Joseph (K) Genevieve Khoury & all departed of Elzahoul & Khoury Families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Anthony Mamah Salim Moses, Yvonne Kathleen Salim Moses and all the departed of the Moses Family, Therese
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bachara Botrous Moussa, Robert Bachara Moussa, Boutros & Mountaha Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus, Peter Chehade Roumanos, Esber Rizk & Tansa (S) Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny Sassine, Youssef Mikhael
Shaheen, Nabih Saad & his sons Kevin & Emille, Salim & Saad Families (T) Kemil & his wife Ghorra Tanna & their son Jamil Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X)
(Y) (2)




