THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like
this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No!
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banguet; and the door
was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly
I tell you, | do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Mt 25: 1-13
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THE EPISTLE

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own

salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things
without murmuring and arguing, so that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, in which you shine like
stars in the world. It is by your holding fast to the
word of life that | can boast on the day of Christ
that | did not run in vain or labour in vain. But
even if | am being poured out as a libation over
the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, | am
glad and rejoice with all of you - and in the same
way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.

Phil 2: 12-18

IFTH SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

My confidence is placed in
God who does not need
our help for accomplishing
his designs. Our single
endeavour should be to
give ourselves to the work
and to be faithful to Him.
5t Isaac Jogues

PRAYER

——————=
Fill my lamp O Lord with
the oil of Your Love. Light
my path with Your Word
so | may be ready to enter
into the Heavenly banquet

with You. Amen.
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THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

The fifth Sunday of the Season of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross complements what the Church has put before us to
reflect on since the Feast of the Cross: first, we look up to
our crucified Lord who conquered death (Feast Day); then
we take up our cross with hope, patience and love because
our hope is not in this world Eut in the everlasting life with
Christ (first Sunday); we carry the cross to transform our
hearts into living temples of God full of love, peace and
forgiveness (second Sunday); thus we become among the
chosen people when the Lord comes in great glory to judge
the world (third Sunday); and the path of our salvation must
be crowned with faithfulness as we remain vigilant and
watchful, taking up the responsibilities entrusted to us like
the faithful servant (fourth Sunday). Today, on the fifth
Sunday, we find that the bridegroom is coming, no matter
how long we wait, so we need to be ready and the lamp of
our faith lit with the oil of love, with abundant sustenance of
acts of mercy, service, prayer and watchfulness.

The parable of the wise bridesmaids in today’s Gospel
teaches us how to build ourselves up to be ready for the
moment of our departure from this world so we can enter
the wedding of the lamb with lit lamps. This parable teaches
us how to be ready despite everything that is EF?IHF on
around us, in our small or big world, including difficulties,
challenges, problems, pandemics, persecutions and
troubles. Despite everything, the lamps of our lives must be
lit with the light of Christ and the oil of our actions. Despite
everything, we need to be ready and watchful to meet the
bridegroom, to meet our joy and happiness, because
despite everything, salvation is open for us with the bloo
of Christ, we just need to be ready to win it!

Despite everything, our parish is liihting the lamp of its
cathedral with the oil of her young children who are taking
their First Holy Communion, the body and blood of the Lor
Jesus, receiving the bridegroom of heaven in their pure
hearts, becoming the light of this dark world and pure oil of
our parish.

WE'RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

In the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids, we have five who are
wise and five who are foolish. What is great about this
parable is that all ten of them have weaknesses but also
strengths they can attain.

The ten go out to meet the bridegroom, taking their lamps
with them. Only a few however, grabbed the oil. The first
point is that we all get excited about hearing God’s name
and we all want to follow enthusiastically. Yet how
committed are we to the adventure of a lifetime? Do we
think long term or not?

All ten bridesmaids become drowsy and slept as they waited
for the bridegroom. This is a great line because it tells us
that each of us will go through phases in life where our
enthusiasm wanes. We drift off course and lose touch with
God. Not one of us is perfect. We all stray.

Then at midnight the bridegroom arrives and the well
prepared bridesmaids make haste. The others were left
behind. And it is like that in our life of faith. There are days
when we are ready to encounter God, prepared and excited.
However, there are times in our lives where we stall, feel we

Despite everything...

Despite everything, the bells of our parish are ringing with
joy to welcome four groups of her brides and grooms of the
First Holy Communion children. These liturgical celebrations
are the source of joy, hope and light in our world where
misery, despair and darkness are increasing.

| was most inspired by the story of one of the Holy
Communicants who is here with us today. Her parents were
planning on having a big party, inviting relatives from
Lebanon to attend the celebration. But as you know, this was
not possible because of the current travel restrictions in
Australia and around the world. The parents were planning
to postpone her First Holy Communion this year but when
they told her of their plans, she replied with all her heart “I
don’t want any of these things, | just want to receive Jesus
that is what | want! NO MATTER WHAT, | want Jesus!” wow!
What a brave and faithful response from a xaung girl! Our
world is still very well indeed, despite everything!

This is all thanks to the efforts of the teachers of the first
communal classes. Despite everything, and despite all the
circumstances and challenges, they continued the journey to
the end. All thanks and appreciation to them for their
unlimited efforts and generosity. They did not skimp on
anything, despite everything! May the light of the Lord be
always with them.

The light of the Lord shines always in parish, despite
everyt ingl We would like to remind you of our spiritual
initiative: "a candle and an intention” to mark the end of the
Month of the Holy Rosary. Light a candle with our mother
Mary. We will be lighting 2020 candles for your intentions,
the intentions of Lebanon, the land of holiness, and the
intentions of Australia, the land of good, for three
consecutive days (Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 30 and 31
October, and 1 November). Despite everything, the oil of our
faith is the light of our lamps!

Blessed be, blessed be, blessed be the one who comes in the
name of the Lord into the hearts of our children. He comes to
their pure hearts, despite everything!

—_—

T

Father Tony Sarkis
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My name is Sonia Abi-rached.

‘| am in charge of the choir in the seniors
:cammittee and | have been in the 11

: choir since 2005.

EI joined the seniors committee because
Ethﬁ-.!!,.r were like one big happy family,

!serving our Fathers and mothers putting a

.r{

;smile on their faces. Seeing this | saw the

opportunity to work in God's field.

‘I would advise everyone who has little time to spare to join
“any committee in our Parish. It is very rewarding and you
+always feel happy even when you're going through some of

the hardest times in your life.

are not ready, struggle or straggle in drawing closer to God. |

Life calls us to keep God before us and not to forget that our
ultimate destination in life is to draw ever closer to God. No
matter the distractions on the journey we should never lose

focus of our destination. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

il personally feel Gods hand is working in my life all the time
;nn matter where | am or what I'm doing.

'God bless us all!



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| write to you this week from Lebanon. | am here to
participate in the annual Synod of Maronite Bishops
commencing next week. | have visited many parts of Beirut
over the last week and my heart is heavy with the pain,
suffering and grief | am witnessing in the city, and all of
Lebanon. | am grateful for the tremendous support that our
Australian Maronite community has shown to our brothers
and sisters in Lebanon so far and | urge you to continue
_supporting them as the crisis worsens and families struggle
‘to even put food on the table.

%
On this Sth Sunday of the Holy Cross, the Lord reminds us
that. we must always be vigilant and prepared for our
meeting with Him. At midnight or at any time, we-could hear

/a'%hout or a bell inviting us to meet the Lord. Death does not

“make an appointment in advance. “You know neither the day
nor the hour,” says the Lord (Matt 25:13).

Being vigilant does not mean living in fear and anguish
either. It means living responsibly our life as children of God,
a life of faith, hope and charity. The Lord, steadfast and
patient, continually awaits our response of faith and love in
the midst of our daily occupations and concerns.

And we alone can give the response to the Lord, you and me.
No one can do it for us. No one can save us unless we choose
to. This is the significance of the negative response of the
wise bridesmaids to the foolish ones when the latter asked
them for some of their reserve oil: "You had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves" (Matt 25:9). Our
responsg to the Lord is personal and non-transferable.
F

FERSEN CORNER

Blessed Sunday to you all our dear Fersen students and families.
We are so delighted to announce that as of October 24 we will be

able to welcome you back into our classrooms for Fersen

lessons. However, though we are excited to welcome you back
there are some steps in place to ensure we still keeping in line

with the current COVID safe plan.

1. Make sure you register online to attend. Unfortunately if

you have not registered we cannot take you.
2. Please only come when your class is scheduled on for

that Saturday

Our dear Co-Ordinator, Rita will send to your parents an
information letter with all the details, including procedure,
of drop off and pick up, term dates and how to book. If you
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Rita or
our chaplain, Fr Danny. We are so excited to see you!

Yours in Christ
Ann Boutros

Let us not wait until the next day or next year - which may
never happen - to light our lamp for the Bridegroom. We
must live every second of our life with all the passion that
a Christian should have for his Lord. Let us not let the light
of faith go out, for any moment could be the last. The
Kingdom is here. Let us light our lamps with the oil of faith,
fraternity and charity. This light will fill our hearts and will
also shine onto those who are around us, that they may
also know the joy of being in the presence of the
Bridegroom.

May God in his mercy grant us the grace that at the hour of
meeting Him we do not hear: “Truly | tell you, | do not
know you” (Mt 25:12), meaning “you did not take the time
nor the effort to establish a relationship with me.” Let us
be prepared in this life to meet the Lord, that we may be
welcomed to the wedding banquet for all eternity.

| wish you a blessed Sunday!
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

In the parable, 5 of the bridesmaids were
ready because their lamps were full. In our lives,
what can we do to make our lamps full? Can we
read more of the Scriptures? What about doing

send through your work to newsletter@olol.org.au

so we can upload your beautiful work.

.




SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Lsaae jbsues

French missionary, born at Orléans, France, 10 January, 1607; martyred at Ossernenon,
in the present State of New York, 18 October, 1646. He was the first Catholic priest who ever _
came to Manhattan Island (New York). He entered the Society of Jesus in 1624 and, after
having been professor of literature at Rouen, was sent as a missionary to Canada in 1636.
From Quebec he went to the regions around the great lakes where the illustrious Father

de Brébeuf and others were labouring. There he spent six years in constant danger.

Though a daring missionary, his character was of the most practical nature, his purpose
always being to fix his people in permanent habitations. There is little doubt that they were
not only the first apostles but also the first white men to reach this outlet of Lake Superior. Jogues proposed not only to
convert the Indians of Lake Superior, but the Sioux who lived at the head waters of the Mississippi.

His plan to convert the native Indians was thwarted when he was taken captive and held prisoner for thirteen months. In
captivity he was tortured and was led to be burnt to death. Having escaped death he headed towards New York where he
met Queen Regent, the mother of Louis XIV. He received special permission from Pope Urban VIl to celebrate Mass, as his
fingers had been mutilated from the torture he endured, He was called a martyr of Christ by the pontiff. No similar
concession, up to that, is known to have been granted.

In his last missionary journey to Quebec there had been a breakout of illness and disease had fallen on the crops, the
native Indians regarded Isaac as a sorcerer and blamed him for the disease and iliness that befell them and their crops and
sought vengeance. Isaac being fully aware of this plan and decided to go anyway to mission. He was met with violence
when his attackers stripped him naked, slashed him with their knives, beat him and then led him to the village. . On 18
October, 1646, when entering a cabin he was struck with a tomahawk and afterwards decapitated. The head was fixed on
the Palisades and the body thrown into the Mohawk.

Isaac Jogues was canonized by Pope Pius Xl on June 29, 1930, with seven other North American martyrs. Their collective
feast day is October 19.

PARISH CAMERA

Pastoral Council
Meeting

Divine Word Family ...
ARABIC BIBLE STUDY
EVERY TUESDAY

Sodality Mass



PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS
NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONMLY you ¢an promote your business |
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OLOL : - On the occasion of the end of the blessed manth of the Rosary,
PARAT T 2020 candles will be lit for the intention of the parishioners.

= For the living, the departed and those who are sick. And also for peace
ﬁ Qﬂgﬁﬂ in Lebanon and prosperity to Australia.
For those who wish to participate, please donate $ 5 to light the candle

; OROER ONLINE FROM
OLOL GiﬂSth for your own intentions.
wowiorcaucesie M The rosary prayer and procession will be held on Friday and

FREE DELIVERT FOM DMLINE DRDERS OVER 5150

Saturday 30 and 31 October, and Sunday 1 November at 7:30 pm.
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especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George & Majid George (H)
Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour {K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara
Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) {0} (P) (@) (R) Jamil & Labibe
Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
Loutfallah Mokdassi [Z)

\ Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etermnity
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