THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, "Who then is the faithful and wise slave,
whom his master has put in charge of his household, to
give the other slaves their allowance of food at the
proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will
find at work when he arrives. Truly | tell you, he will put
that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that
wicked slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and
he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks
with drunkards, the master of that slave will come on a
day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he
does not know. He will cut him in pieces and put him with
the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

Mt 24:45-51

Sunday 11 October 2020
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THE EPISTLE

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers
and sisters, you do not need to have anything written
to you. For you yourselves know very well that the
day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
When they say, “There is peace and security,” then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will
be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness,
for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are not
of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall
asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who are drunk, get drunk at night. But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the
hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.

FUIJHTH SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

To always be close to
Jesus, that is my life plan

Venerable Carlo Acutis

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, embrace
me with your mercy and
love so | can be merciful
and loving towards others.
Help me be ready at all
times to encounter you
and see your face so i can

abide in your kingdom

1Thess 5: 1-11
for ever. Amen
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Faithful Servant

As Christians, and especially as Maronites, we need to express the
Love of Christ in every word, deed and thought. We must live as we
pray, whether we are seen or unseen, and that is the true meaning
Our lives must be lived in service to the Lord, our Master, and we of being a follower of Christ. This is what our Gospel message is
are each responsible for our own actions here on earth. It is a relaying to us today. Are we honestly living as we should? Do we
most joyful way to live, when one is completely in love with the treat others with fairness and with compassion, or do we cheat
object of this love, and no effort is required at all in serving with and cut corners and demand special treatment because of our
such love. If you think it is too difficult, or even impossible, to live status in life? Are we living as “faithful” servants of the Lord as
a life that is worthy of a “faithful servant”, let me then draw your described in today’s Gospel? Do we care for others as the “faithful
attention to a young 15-year-old boy who suffered and died of servant” does?
Leukaemia in 2006 and is raised to the heights of veneration this
very weekend, being declared by the Church as ‘Blessed Carlo It is very timely that Pope Francis has published his latest Encyclical
Acutis based on exactly these same points, caring for others. “Fratelli
Tutti” or “All Brothers” is the Pope’s great invitation to rediscover
For the first time in history, we will see a saint dressed in jeans and fraternal love, brotherhood, sisterhood and friendship. Fraternity,
sneakers! It is a great message of hope and inspiration, revealing or brotherly love, is the missing element from today’s modern
that holiness is not a distant thing today, but rather, something culture. Pope Francis invites us to choose who we are as we
very much within everyone’s reach. This young Italian teenager, participate in changing the path of society, calling us to care for the
Blessed Carlo, is a real example of what it means to be a faithful world in which we live by caring for ourselves, living as one family
servant in this day and age. He is renowned as a computer dwelling in one common home. To show our gratitude to God for
scientist and will be remembered for his great devotion to the all the graces and blessings that He has bestowed upon us, and in
Eucharist and to Qur Lady, the Blessed Mother His great faith and our love for Him and for the Church which He established on earth,
his devotion to the Sacraments, gave him the strength and we cannot turn a blind eye to all that is happening around us, or to
courage to endure the cross that was laid upon his young ignore the cries of those who have been placed under our care.
shoulders. In the year before he died, Blessed Carlo used his time You may say “My only care is my family!” But each family here is
of illness to research Eucharistic miracles from around the world only a small portion of a larger family to which we all belong, and
and then he catalogued these and created a website which that is the family of God. Here in our Parish of OLOL, as large as it
provided this information to the world. He did not allow terminal may appear to be, we are only a small unit in the great family of
iliness to stand in the way of his service to the Lord and managed the Universal Church.
to turn a dark situation into a legacy of light for the world to see.
He found a way to continue working for his “Master” and to earn As part of that great family, the parish is launching a new
the title of “good and faithful servant of God” Our Parish is initiative: lighting a candle on the last Saturday of this month for
blessed to be a place where you feel welcome to work for our the intentions of others, for your own intentions, for Lebanon,
Master and encouraged to be of service to the Eucharist, like Australia and the world. We are aiming at lighting 2020 candles-
Blessed Carlo. | wish | could express how much joy | had when we You can be part of this initiative by donating $5 for a candle.
resumed the all-night adoration of the Eucharist on Friday 1
October and saw many of you coming to the cathedral late at By caring for others, we honour Christ who dwells in them. We can
night and early morning to spend time in prayer and reflection then hear the Lord saying to us, as He said to Blessed Carlo:
before our Lord. This will certainly earn you too the title of “good “Blessed are you faithful servants!”
and faithful servant of God.”

THE UNFAITHFUL SLAVE

THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ;

Father

e =

Tony Sarkis

This Sunday’s GDSEEI is the story of the faithful and unfaithful
slaves. One does the right thing when appointed to oversee the
household. The other does not. Often we focus on what should

be done but let us take a look at the bad guy this time round.

5o what does it mean to be the ‘unfaithful slave’ or the ‘bad guy?’
According to the Gospel the unfaithful slave, “hegins to beat his
fellow slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards’ (v49). So why
focus on him? Because in today’s society it is becoming more and
more difficult to discern what is considered a good guy and what
is considered a bad guy. In fact we have a blurring of boundaries
where those who are the most viclent are deemed the toughest
and worthy of our admiration. It is perhaps time we stopped and
reviewed our perception of what is good and what is bad
behaviour, according to Gospel values.

The unfaithful slave in the Gospel account enacts a numper of
poor behaviours. Firstly he ‘beat his fellow slaves. Physical
violence is never acceptable. What is worse is that the man
physically violated slaves, Fpeaple who were already in a
submissive position in life. Failure to treat others with dignity,
respect and equality, indicates a person of poor character.

Secondly, the slave eats and drinks with drunkards. To take food
and beverage that is meant to be given to others is shameful. To
wilfullrl behave like a glutton and indulge in extremity that one
loses their ability to behave sensibly and respectfully, leaves much

to be desired in that person. Behaving in an uncontrolled manner .

is a sign of character weakness. Unlike today’s society where
binge drinking is encouraged and accumulating goods for one’s
own use is applauded, the Gospel suggests otherwise.

So does the ‘unfaithful slave’ really appeal to our senses? Surely
the faithful servant is the type of character we should cultivate

within ourselves. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

THE CHURCH IS IN
' The Church is like a great harvest in need of
laborers - but laborers who work! Nothing is
more in keeping with the Gospel than to
draw light and strength for one’s soul in
prayer, reading and solitude on the one
hand, but then to go and distribute this
spiritual nourishment to other people.
This is to do what our Lord did and, after
him, his apostles; it is to unite Martha’s task
with that of Mary; it is to imitate the dove
: who digests half the food she has taken and
' then places the rest with her beak into that
| of her little ones to feed them.

' This is what we ought to do, too; this is how
we ought to show God by our works how
much we love him. Our whole task consists
in passing over into act.

Saint Vincent de Paul



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the feast of 5t. Francis of Assisi on the 4th of October, Pope
Francis released the third encyclical letter of his papacy entitled
Fratelli Tutti, on fraternity and social friendship. The title of the
encyclical is an Italian quote from Saint Francis, the pope's
namesake, which translates to “brothers and sisters all.” Upon my
arrival to Lebanon, | spent some time in quarantine and had the
chance to read it. Through eight chapters, the Pope presents a
great text on the social teaching of the church.

With two simple words, fratelli tutti, which are both an affirmation
_and a challenge, Pope Francis begins his latest encyclical. It is an
‘affirmation that all men and women constitute one family: the

human family. It is also a challenge that every human being has a

missign to fulfil by promoting social friendship which aims at

including all, and in particular the poor, the oppressed, and the:

migrants... The encyclical will awaken in every person reading it a

solidarity and fraternal commitment to which all baptised people,

arid in fact all people, are called!

J( -

“In the first chapter, ‘Dark Clouds over a Closed World', the Pope
provides an uncompromising -and sobering analysis of some
current trends in our world which do not reﬁect fraternity. Pope
Francis does not want to instil in us pessimism however, and in his
analysis of the current pandemic reminds us "that no one is saved
alone; we can only be saved together” (§ 32). We are called to
"advance along the paths of hope” to build a human and fraternal
society.

The second chapter, ‘A Stranger on the Road’, begins with a
meditation on the parable of the Good Samaritan where we
realize that everyone can give of their time to become closer to
those who suffer. This gift of self is developed extensively in
chapter three by a reflection on the love that invites us to cultivate
our relationship with others outside our home. This is how love
becomes universal. The Pope devotes a few paragraphs to
_solidarity, which can be deployed in the reception, protection and
integration of migrants whom the Pope talks about in the fourth
chapter:j

SENIOR'S CORNER

The Peace and Blessings of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all dear

brothers and sisters.

In these hard and confusing times the Senior's Committee

would like to express how much we have missed our gatherings
with our precious seniors, but with God's graces things will get

better and then we can meet again.
Fr Youwakim and the Senior's Committee wish you all the
best of health until we meet again and enjoy the Holy Mass,

lunch, entertainment and each other's company.

May God's blessings shower you and the prayers of our
Blessed Virgin Mary protect you and keep you safe.

Sonia Abi Rached

We hope o mgﬂum!

A true fraternity is not possible without a change in politics, that
regulates and controls the economic life which generates man}r
inequalities. The fifth chapter, ‘A Better Kind of Politics)
highlights the need to reform international bodies that oversee
economic relationships and to change the way we practice -
politics, in order to ensure the global common good. In the next
cha(!;ter ‘Dialogue and Friendship in Society’, Pope Francis turns
ialogue and-its essential role in creating a new culture of
fraternity. On this path of dialogue, truth and forgiveness,
highlighted in chapter 7, have an important role. We must heal -
wounds and restore peace, starting from the truth and the
recognition of historical truth. The latter is the inseparable
companion of justice and mercy and is essential to walk towards
forgiveness and peace. Chapter 8 concludes this encyclical by
affirming that religions are at the service of fraternity in-the
waorld, highlighting the truth “that violence has no basis in our
{gndar;lental religious convictions, but only in their distortion.”
282

This encyclical which incorporates many. of the teachings of
Pope Francis, ends with an invitation to look at Blessed Charles
de Foucauld who ultimately wanted to be the “universal
brother” to every human being. And the Pope concludes his
encyclical with these words: "May God inspire that dream in
each one of us!” (§ 287)

| invite you, dear friends, to read the enr.Kr.IicaI in its entirety.
May we rise to the challenge to work together to forge bonds of
unity and fraternity in our world, remembering that we are
fratelli tutti, brothers and sisters all. .

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Teresa U'F Avila - Doctor b]c the Church

St Teresa was born in Avila in Spain and entered the Carmelite Convent at the age of 20.

At the time she entered the Convent, the Carmelite orders were an attractive choice as they
provided many comforts for its members and it did not require the same amount of sacrifice
as other orders.

As she progressed in religious life, Teresa made great progress in contemplative prayer and
has a number of mystical experiences. These experiences she treated with suspicion as she
considered herself not holy enough to have such a connection with God.

In 1562 in the face of great opposition, Teresa founded the Order of Discalced Carmelites,

a reformed order of Carmelite spirituality which aimed to shed the comforts that came with
the order. There were many attempts to stop the progression of her order including some of her followed (namely St John
of the Cross) to be imprisoned.

In 1580 the order was made official and St Teresa found many more convents, she died worn out by her efforts on 15
October 1582.

Through all the trials and tribulations, Teresa remained steadfast in faith and prayer. She remains for us an outstanding
example of how the contemplative life can well up and overflow into action.

Her writings on contemplative prayer (The Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle) remain for the Church a benchmark
in the area of contemplation and prayer. She was declared Doctor of the Church by Pope Paul VI in 1970.

Let nothing disturb you.
Let nothing make you afraid.
All things are passing. God alone never changes.
Patience gains all things. If you have God you will
want for nnthing. God alone suffices

PARISH CAMERA

Pope Francis signs new
Encyclical "Fratelli tutti" on
St Francis's tomb in Assisi.
The Encyclical on fraternity
and social friendship was
inspired by St Francis.

St Francis of Assisi,
Pray for us!
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 11 October: 4th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am One year Saydie Khattar from Hadchit.

5:00pm 40 Day Jamil Mejalli from Kfardlakos.

Monday 12 October

6:00pm Assaad Geryes Roukos from Joun (died in Lebanon).

Tuesday 13 October

11:00am For the occasion of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary
at Fatima, rosary Prayers followed by mass wil be
offered for all those who donated towards the
Lebanon appeal.

6:00pm Jack Elias Karam from Tehwitet El Nahr - Furn El chebak.

(Died in Lebanon).
Wednesday 14 October
7:00pm 40 Day Hamid Fayez Sahyoun from Kfarfou.
Saturday 17 October
10:00am First Holy communion - Group 1.
1:00pm First Holy Communion - Group 2.
3:30pm First Holy Communion - Group 3.
6:00pm One year Tannous Rahib Saad Tannous from Kfarsghab.
Sunday 18 October: 5th Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am 40 Day Elias Abou Mehrez from Zgharta.
11:00am First Holy Communion - Group 4.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS
NETWORK PAGE

Interested in becoming part of the

Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you ¢an promote your business
for the whole month | E media@olol.org.au

P (02) 8898 1536
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NS

ORDER ONLINE FROM

OLOL Giftshop

WWW.OLOL.ORGC.AUSGIFTSHOP
FREE DELIVERY FOR OMLINE ORDERS OVER 5150

$109/DAY $104/DAY $99/DAY

| H] z
o0t

[ VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED

1300 668 993 Volunteers needed to help with the operation

of OLOL Gift shop. For more info please contact
o pasitions avnilab Dianne on 0450 263 511 or email giftshop@ololorg.au

YTOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

TARGET 2000 Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made thmugh Direct Debit
PARISHIONERS or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office
S5 ONLY A WEEK For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etermnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George & Majid George (H)
Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour {K) Tanios Elias Kazzi &
Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara
b Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (0) (P) (@) (R} Jamil & Labibe
Y Roumanus (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X) (¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr
Loutfallah Mokdassi [Z)
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