THE GOSPEL

James and lohn, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to
Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, “What is
it you want me to do for you?” And they said to him,
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, "You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup
that | drink, or be baptised with the baptism that | am
baptised with? " They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus
said to them, “The cup that | drink you will drink; and
with the baptism with which | am baptised, you will be
baptised; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.” When the ten heard this, they began to be

angry with James and John. 5o lesus called them and said
to them, “You know thatamong the Gentiles those whom
they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their
great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among
you; but whoever wishes to become great among you
must be your servant and whoever wishes to be first

among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a

Sunday 20 September 2020

THE EPISTLE

Brothers and sisters, You then, my child, be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have
heard from me through many witnesses entrust to
faithful people who will be able to teach others as
well. Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled in
everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the
enlisting officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one
is crowned without competing according to the
rules. It is the farmer who does the work who ought
to have the first share of the crops. Think over what |
say, for the Lord will give you understanding in all
things. Remember lesus Christ, raised from the
dead, a descendant of David - that is my gospel, for
which | suffer hardship, even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not
chained. Therefore | endure everything for the sake
of the elect, so that they may also obtain the
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

FROM YOUR PARISH

FIRST SUNDAY
AFTER THE
GLORIOUS CROSS

If you wish to be like
Christ, call or look always
for the cross.

St John of the Cross

PRAYER

)
Heavenly Father, You
blessed us all with a cross
to carry, some heavier
than others. In this season
of the Holy Cross, we pray
for those who have a
heavy cross to carry. May
you allow them to always
offer up their crosses for
your glory and may it lead

for many.” : | h 3
ransom for many 2Tim 2: 1-10 them closer to heaven
Mk 10: 35-45 Amen.
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WHEN JESUS DOES NOT HEAL

It seems like a pretty insensitive question. The disciples come
across a person who had been blind from birth and ask Jesus,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus, of course, sets them straight. This guy is not blind
because he sinned. He is blind so that the work of God might be
made manifest in him. And then—BOOM—lesus heals him.
Blindness, disease, misfortune—when we encounter these things
it is not God sending down his wrath because we have been bad.
God does not work that way. Jesus comes to bring life, to breathe
healing. In this fallen and imperfect world, God allows us to
experience trials and misfortune so that His work might be made
manifest in us. But what about when Jesus does not heal?

Redemptive suffering, you say. It is the correct answer, but it is
not an easy one. The whole point of this Christianity thing is that
the path to heaven is the cross. We will all come to Calvary. We
will all suffer. Yet, because of the Cross—because of Jesus— our
suffering can have meaning. Our suffering is a part of our
sanctification. It is meant to be offered up to Jesus in order to
“complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (Colossians 1:24).
Knowledge of this fact may not make the chemo easier or the
grief hurt less, but at least, because of Jesus, we can do
something with our suffering. We can give our hurt to Jesus. Not
to make it hurt less, but to allow it to be used for good. 5tll, itisa
bit difficult grappling with the fact that the same Jesus who
healed the blind man sometimes allows us to continue in our
blindness, our sickness or our pain without manifesting His power
through a miraculous healing. Yet | also know that Jesus does not
owe me anything. | know that on this side of heaven there will
always be suffering. | really do not presume God to grant me
miracles to reward my good behavior, and | know my struggles
are not Jesus punishing me for bad behavior. Sometimes bad
things just happen.

But if | am being totally honest, sometimes my “God doesn’t owe
me anything” attitude has less to do with faith than it does with
just not trusting God all that much. | spout off fancy, two-dollar
phrases like, “Redemptive Suffering,” while on the inside, | am
asking with the disciples, “Jesus, who sinned?

TO FOLLOW

‘Are you able to drink the cup that | drink, or be baptised with
the baptism that | am baptised with?' (v38). To follow Jesus is
no easy task, as we enter deeper into the Season of the
Glorious Cross.

Can we follow Jesus? It means so much more than we realise.
It is a total self-giving of ourselves. We will have to drink the ;
cup of suffering in this world because lesus’ way is not the way
of the world and so to follow him means to go out on a limb.

Jesus goes on to say, ‘but whoever wishes to become great

first among you must be slave of all’ (vww43-44). In a culture
where leading, climbing the ladder, succeeding and being |

Why did this have to happen?” After

all, God causes it to rain on the

righteous and the unrighteous alike?
What, then, is even the point in praying?
Is it all just essentially “points” and
chugging along so that you can end up in
the right place when you die? When my
knee-jerk reaction to suffering or trials is,
“Well, God doesn’t owe me anything.

VAN

| think there is somethmg sort of "off” in my relatlnnsh|p with God.
The statement itself is true. God does not owe me anything. He
has already given me everything and then some. Yet, God loves me
with the love of the Father. When | am crushed in spirit, His
response is never simply, “Well, remember, | don't owe you
anything, Mary.” It might not be in His perfect will to take my
suffering away in the way that | am praying for, but it is not out of
contempt or forgetfulness on God’s part that miracles appear to
not come. It is out of love.

God understands my pain. He wants me to draw near to Him in
times of trial, not as some kind of test of my love for Him, but
because He has a plan and purpose for every moment of my life.
God causes all things to work together for my good—my

ultimate good, yes, but the seldom spoken truth is that my
ultimate good and my immediate good are actually not in
opposition to one another. | once heard a priest (I think it was
Father lohn Riccardo) say that the only thing that is going to
happen at the end of our lives/at the end of time is that the veil
separating us from seeing things as they truly are will be pulled
away. It will not be that we suddenly will not remember the events
in our lives that caused us great pain, we will just finally see them
in their fullness. We will see where God was and what He was
doing in our lives’ greatest trials. We will see that God never
abandoned us, not even in our weakest moments, He was drawing
us closer to Himself.

Mary Pearson - Shalom Tidings

!What encouraged you to take the steps to begin
. 'your vocation?

i1 heard the call to the priesthood since | was a little
1child. | did the first three years of my high school
yeducation at a seminary in Lebanon. Due to the war,
Ithe seminary had to close, and we were moved to

A

1another school. After my HSC, | wanted to experience lifesol
icould discern better. | found that | was called to raise up a family.
1| met my wife at the university, we were classmates and
'tﬂgether we raised a wonderful family. Yet, the longing to the

among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be IW““G“ never left me. In every mass, T'ght before the

itransubstantiation of the bread and wine into the body and
i blood of Christ, | see Jesus in the person of the priest who is at
1the altar, regardless of who that priest might be, looking right

served is strived for, the way of the Christian is to be one of | into my eyes and saying: “waynak? Where are you!” It took me

humble service. It is to go into the fray, roll up our sleeves, get
down and dirty, doing the things no one else would do,

nmarryr years to gather enough courage and say: “Here | am Lord..
iSpeak... your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3: 8-9)

bending our knees and using elbow grease, to get things done. ;

To listen to the needs of others and to serve them willingly and
where necessary.

Even more so, Jesus says, ‘For the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many’
(v45). So we are not only to drink the bitterness that life pours
out, and not only to serve in humility one and all, but we are
also to go all the way in self-sacrifice. To give our lives over to
total love for others, in compassion and forgiveness, always to
the very end of our days. Are you ready? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF ,

'What advice would you give to others who have a vocation?
IThls path requires a lot of courage. Pray, fast, meditate,
+persever'e and never give up hope. You have also to have a
fighting spirit! The Devil could be lurking for you at any dim

i corner of your journey. Two things the devil does not like:
'vocatmn to the consecrated life and vocation to start and raise
rup a family. Let Mary be your mother, let her take your hand so
ishe can walk you through all the mazes and challenges of life.
|She is the mother of the priest. | read once those wonderful
iwords of hers in a Marian Movement’s book in which Our Lady
Fspeaks to the priests: “From your very mother's womb | have
ireceived you into my Emmaculate Heart and, in life, | myself have
\arranged everything for you” She is -:hei‘inutneln,uI speakmg to mel



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our Maronite Church has now entered a new season in our
liturgical calendar — the Season of the Glorious Cross. The
Gospels of this season direct us towards suffering and the
cross as instrument of our salvation.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we learn that two of the apostles,
James and John, asked the Lord to be seated at His right hand
and left hand. It seems to us to be a fairly bold request. But we
should not forget that just before they make this request, St

~Mark tells us that as the apostles were going up to Jerusalem,
the Lord took them aside and told them what would happen
to Him: that He would be betrayed, condemned to death;
mocked, scourged, spat on, and killed, but that on the third
dayHe would rise again.

‘,S?t; when James and John made their request, they knew that

“Jesus was to suffer and also to overcome that suffering. They
wished to be associated with the Lord as those closest to Him
and sharing in the rule of His Kingdom. There was nothing
greater that they could ask for.

Our Lord then tells them that they would share in the fullness
of His experience: they would undergo the sufferings of both
soul and body which He would face. James and John knew
that the Lord meant they would suffer before entering into
His glory, but they did not understand how much. They
bravely replied to Him that they were able to share in what He
was to suffer.

This was a great privilege. We cannot understand this passage
if we do not see that the Lord and His apostles also saw being
able to share in His sufferings as being a great privilege and a
reward. This is the opposite of how we think of suffering.

TEEN'S CORNER

o

before 2020 where pandemics threatened the world. The
response of Christians then can show us something.
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The Lord then taught them this great truth, that suffering
prepares us for the Kingdom of Heaven, by purifying us of
selfishness and self-attachment, for “...whoever wishes to
become great among you must be your servant. And
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of
all." The Lord led the way by His example.

This suggests to us a way to make this Gospel reading -
practical for us: we can change the way we even think
about service. Service is not a “chore” or something to be
avoided, it is a sign of responsibility. And service for the
sake of Dur Lord and His Gospel is a sign of FESPDHSLbIhW
in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Friends, this Season of the Cross is an opportunity for us to
reflect on the great love of the Lord demonstrated on the
Cross. We must respond to this love which goes so faras to
give his life for us by being ready as well to love Christ to
the very end. And it is this love for Christ that will allow us
to be the slaves of our brothers and sisters. It is this love
for Christ that will allow us, too, to seek first the happiness
of our brothers and sisters through unity and solidarity.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

KIDS CORNER

Dear Teens, how are you being a Christian witness in your daily
life and amid the Covid pandemic? There have been many times

Mark 10:35-45

In the 2nd Century there was a pandemic brought to the Roman Empire
that we now call the Antonine Plague. Historians think it was the measles
or smallpox. It might have killed up to a third of the population in some
areas. In the midst of this disaster, however, was a bright light. That light |
was Christ, in his body, the church. '

Like in the later times of the ‘Black Death’ (the bubonic plague) many IF i
people tried to run, to escape from a disease which they could not [ OE E 5 ES O _E_O E E A
contain. Christians had a different response. Instead of running, they | e A T * . *E*’ o s A x B =

knew they were commanded to ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’,
Caring for the sick, offering prayer and staying behind in
companionship, Christians made a name for themselves across the
Roman Empire. This is one reason why the Gospel is believed to haue
spread to quickly across Europe.

What can we take away from this today? Here is one lesson: Do not
underestimate the power of your Christian witness. Like those

Christians during times of pandemic and plague, are you standing by §
your friends when they have a rough time? When you see your %
parents are stressed or exhausted from a long day at work, do you

offer an extra hand with the dishes or vacuuming? 4

Every small act of charity has its reward. Heroic acts too. The 14 year
old Saint José Sanchez, a teenager like you, gave up his life for Christ the
King. Let us ask for his intercession that we might share his courage and
the compassion of those early Christians to be a light in this darkened
world.

Gabriel khaicy



SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Padre Pio

Padre Pio (Francesco Forgione) was born in the small farming town of Pietrelcina, Italy on

May 25, 1887. Although the Forgiones were poor in material goods, they were certainly rich in
their faith life and in the love of God. As a young boy, Francesco had already shown signs of
extraordinary gifts of grace, At the age of five, he dedicated his life to God. His mother
described him as a quiet child who, from his earliest years, loved to go to church and to pray.
He was able to see and communicate with, not only his guardian angel but also with lesus and
the Virgin Mary. In his simplicity, Francesco assumed everyone had the same experiences.
When Francesco was fifteen years old, he was admitted to the novitiate of the Capuchin
Order of the Friars Minor in Morcone, Italy. One of the novices stated, “There was something
which distinguished him from the other students. He was always humble, recollected, and
silent. What struck me most about Brother Pio was his love of prayer.”

On August 10, 1910, at the age of twenty-three, Padre Pio was ordained to the priesthood.

Everything about him spoke of how intensely he was living the Passion of Christ. The parish priest in Pietrelcina called Padre Pio's
Mass, “an incomprehensible mystery.” He prayed almost continuously. His prayers were usually very simple. He loved to pray the
Rosary and recommended it to others. To someone who asked him what legacy he wished to leave to his spiritual children, his brief
reply was, “My child, the Rosary.” He had a special mission to the souls in Purgatory and encouraged everyone to pray for them. He
used to say, “We must empty Purgatory with our prayers.” Whilst Padre Pio was kneeling in front of a large crucifix deep in prayer, he
felt pain in his hands and feet. He noticed the stigmata, the wounds of Christ, the experience was painful and bleeding occurred. The
wounds smelled of roses, and although they continued to weep, they never became infected. Doctors who later examined the
stigmata were amazed at their perfectly round shape. Padre Pio became internationally famous. He was known for his piety, charity
and the guality of his preaching. He famously advised, "Pray, hope and don't worry." Pope John Paul Il recognized Padre Pio as a saint
on June 16, 2002. His feast day is September 23. He is the patron of civil defense volunteers, adolescents, and the village of
Pietrelcina.

BENEATH THE CROSS,
ONE LEARNS TO LOVE
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Special messages of love and
support for our homeland
Lebanon which are being sent
with donations. Thank you all
for your generosity!




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 20 September: 1st Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00 One year George Chebat from Daraya
5:00 40 Day Antonios Ibrahim from Fradiss

Wednesday 23 September
7:00pm Jamilee Kamel Jabbour Tanna widow of the late

Tannous Hanna Ghaleb Joseph from Kfarsghab

Thursday 24 September
6:00pm Soussan Naoum widow of the late Habib Reman
from Miziara (died in Lebanon)

Saturday 26 September: 5t John the Beloved
6:00pm 40 Day Emile Tadros Hauchab from Bekaakafra

Sunday 27 September: 2nd Sunday after the Glorious
Cross

8:00am All living and departed of Karm El Mohr for the
Feast of St Moura

11:00am 40 Day John Griege Bakhos from Hadchit
5:00pm 40 Day Mikhael Assaad Bourizk from Kfaryachit
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

G-DAY APPEAL FOR:

K STATIONERY

Books
ncils

Community Business MNetwork Page?

~ BOOK A CENTRETOUR

For $500 ONLY you ¢an promaote
your business for the whole month
E media@olol.org.au

P (02) 8898 1536

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

ST09/DAY  S$104/DAY  $99/DAY

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICE, COM.AU

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made through Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899
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especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All

souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) {G) Helen George & Majid George (H)

Anis Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son Joseph and their daughter Colleen George, Maurice & Martha Jamil

\ Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity

kﬁ, Haddad (1) (J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Boutrous & lohra Moussa and their
daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa
& all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthony Marmah Salim Moussa (N) {0} {P) (Q) (R} Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S) Youssef
Mikhael Shaheen, Mabih Nassim Saad & Family (T) Rahib Saad Tannous & Family (U) (V) (W) Ray Wehbe Wehbe (X} (¥) Mrs Sayde
Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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