Sunday 23 August 2020

HEGUUD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

OUR LII]\; OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE GOSPEL

Jesus went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve
were with him, as well as some women who had been
cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and
loanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna,
and many others, who provided for them out of their
resources. When a great crowd gathered and people from
town after town came to him, he said in a parable: “A
sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some
fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the
air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it
withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew with it and choked it. Some fell into
good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.”
As he said this, he called out, “Let anyone with ears to
listen!” Then his disciples asked him what this parable
meant. He said, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others | speak in
parables, so that ‘looking they may not perceive, and
listening they may not understand.” “Now the parable is
this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path
are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not
believe and be saved. The ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these
have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time of
testing fall away. As for what fell among the thorns, these
are the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they
are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life,
and their fruit does not mature. But as for that in the good
s0il, these are the ones who, when they hear the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patient endurance.

Lk8:1-15
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park  Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

Tam. Bam & Gpm

Bam |Arabic) Wed Tam, Sam & 5:30pm (Arabic)
9:30am (English) Tpm [English Youth)
1iam (Ar/Eng) Sat 7:30am & Spm (Ar/Eng)
Spm (Ar/Eng)
Tpm (English) CONFESSIONS
By appaintmént
on weekdays

THE EPISTLE

And so, brothers and sisters, | could not speak to
you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the
flesh, as infants in Christ. | fed you with milk, not
solid food, for you were not ready for solid food.
Even now you are still not ready, for you are still of
the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and
quarrelling among you, are you not of the flesh, and
behaving according to human inclinations? For hen
one says, "l belong to Paul,” and another, “| belong
to Apollos,” are you not merely human? What then
is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom
you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. |
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
So neither the one who plants nor the one who
waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. The one who plants and the one who
waters have a common purpose, and each will
receive wages according to the labour of each. For
we are God's servants, working together; you are
God's field, God's building. According to the grace of
God given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid a
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each
builder must choose with care how to build on it.
For no one can lay any foundation other than the
one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus
Christ.

Cor3:1-11

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
Mon - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445
&:30am (Arabic) Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 TET
?bm {English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454

Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 0592
Divine Mercy followed by Rosary  Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824
Fri 7:30 pm Fr Barnard Assl 0411 511 807
Addoratian Mo Fr Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258

Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016

Thursdays & pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel DIb 0410 758 795

Live Streaming Through Soclal
Maedia

T

THIRTEENTH
SUNDAY OF
PENTECOST

Let us practice many acts of
kindness and gentle charity
toward those we like the
least.

St. Francis de Sales

Dear Lord,

as we reflect on
Word we ask You to help
us listen in faith. Send us
Your Holy Spirit so Your
Word May always remain

Your

in our hearts and that we
too may be the good
seeds which
producing one hundred
fold! Amen

flourish,

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
Opening Hours:

Menday to Friday 9am - 4,30 pm
Saturday Bam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emalk: info@olol.org.au
Wabslte: www.oloLorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883
Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD

Dearest parishioners,

We continue our struggle in this life by living everyday our
Christian values which are based on the joy in everything that
comes from God the Father as He has begotten us in grace,
saved us by His Son and fills our lives with His Holy Spirit. Our
journey is our story as it tells the account of our faith, a faith
based on struggle in the shadow of the cross to please God and
live by His grace, whatever the circumstances are and no
matter how many challenges we face.

At this time, our Christian struggle revolves around Pentecost,
on the thirteenth Sunday of this Glorious Season in which the
Lord has given us His Holy Spirit, flooding us with His many
talents and gifts to strengthen us in our continuous struggle.
Perhaps the gifts that we most need in these days are the fear
of God and piety as they are the key to the unshakable faith in
the Lord Jesus.

The Holy Spirit floods us with His gifts because God always
takes the initiative towards the human being. God took the
first initiative in creation, and He continues to take the
initiative towards us everyday! It is God who always looks for
the human to sow in them the seed of life, joy and hope. God
sows His seeds everywhere as His love is for everyone,
everywhere and every time,

In our parish and in this blessed Cathedral that tries to live the
spirit of family despite the difficult social, pastoral and
financial circumstances, which have been imposed on us by
the current conditions, we take the initiative to live this love
everywhere and every time, because our faith surpasses the
difficulties whatever they may be. The cross is for us a bridge
upon which we cross to the Kingdom of God.

SEEDS

Taking the
initiative

We take the initiative by the grace of God and with His
contentment, to continue our spiritual and sacramental work in
the Cathedral as well as the social media and the pastoral
activities with our children through the committees which we
value and support because of their efforts. They have been
taking the initiative continuously, by making good use of the
social media or Zoom so they can carry on with their activities
and grow.

For example, the Family of Divine Word has been going on social
media every Tuesday with its Bible study nights. The children of
the First Holy Communion are doing their preparatory lessons
via Zoom every Wednesday with their teachers, with an
exceptionally good interaction from the parents and children.
This is what other committees are doing as well, including the
Arabic School which is offering its lessons online, the Fersen,
Teens and Youth. The initiatives of our committees are reviving
our parish. The work in the vineyard of the Lord keeps going in
the hope of meeting face to face again.

For your safety and the safety of the public, we stress the
necessity to adhere to all precautionary measures taken within
the parish. | have full faith that the crops of what you are sowing
will be abundant after this ordeal. Hope is our remedy and
comfort. The Lord is taking the initiative; do not hesitate to
respond with a similar action.

Father Tony Sarkis

The Gospel passage allocated to this Sunday is the Parable of the ' = =
Sower. One goes out to plant seeds. We can spend time |
elaborating on the meaning of the Parable and what seed we are ! prayer is in fact the recognition of our limits and
and if we bear fruit in our lives or not. But today let us instead ' our dependence: we come from God, we are of

take a different approach. | God, and to God we return. St John Paul II.

A seed —so small and insignificant and yet when sown it produces E Prayer is a great opportunity for humanity to

a marvel. Seeds are cultivated from their fruits. They are left to : : 4 o I

cry before being planted in sail. To plant 2 seed you need to | iGSECE) L SO 8 RERONE ESIORSE, 0 Iung:e.-)r{l:a'll

choose the right season. The climate, the soil, the watering all | : gt : ’
Iyou servants, because a servant does not know his master’s

IMALEL i business. Instead | have called you friends, for everything that |

Seeds take time to sprout but in this time the natural elements :Iearned from my Father | have made known to you. Through

play a role — the sun, the rain and the earth. Together they coax a ! Praver, God calls us to a deeper friendship with him whereby He
seed into new life that sprouts, buds and blooms. It is the wonder 1 €20 reveal himself to us and we can express ourselves to Him. The

aEnaturs: \more we communicate with God in prayer, the greater the

! opportunity is for God to grow in us a holistic understanding of

We take for granted the food on our table. We want ready-made | Him.
dishes and have thus lost an appreciation for the land. We are too !
detached from the sol and toil, the sweat and tears, the furrowing 1 Prayer takes many forms. In pray we can petition with God, we
and watering, the sowing and waiting, the sprouting and | can ask questions but most importantly we can listen to Him.
budding, the blossoming and harvesting, the cropping and | Amidst the chaos of the world today, prayer is a vital key. It is the
plucking, the threshing and storing. We need to take ourselves ! key to patience, understanding and peace. The world is silent
out into the open wide world, into our backyards, to rural : when you are with Him in prayer.
countryside, to farms, and to learn once more the value of land, |
of agriculture, of farming. : Heavenly Father, we pray for all those around the world who call

. . ,_1out Your name amidst their pain and suffering. Turn your gaze
There is much we can learn from the humble seed in today’s  ypon them and listen to their cry. Help them to see your merciful
parable. Just like the seed, we need time to be nourished and i face with patience and understanding, that your timing is always

coaxed into fullness of life. We should also ask ourselves, can we | perfect. May we lift our prayer to you, joining our suffering with

E;:S; i?-at';'nislimitofftrﬁferasgigﬁ:rgw bring out the beautiful :'grours to make it a redemptive suffering. We ask this through

EChr‘lst Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF 3 Helena katrib



MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the 13th Sunday of Pentecost in the Maronite Church, we
reflect on the Parable of the Sower. When Jesus told this
parable, he focused on the soil. It is the “soil” that the seed
lands on that determines its growth. God, the farmer, sows
the good seed of His Word everywhere, However, this seed
does not always land on the best soil.

This reality is highlighted in this parable of the sower who
freely scattered his seed as he went about his farmland.
Those along the path, but not on it, hear the Word of God,

but thé devil removes the Word from their hearts. The seed.

which falls on rocks is like the Word which is heard and
accepted, but when it is not nourished, it dies as soon as it is
tested. Anxieties, wealth, and pleasures are like the thorns
which choke other grains as they grow. But the seed which

“falls on good soil is different: it is those people who hear the
Gospel with good and generous hearts, protect it, and
endure.

The parable is very deep, and full of information, even
though it seems to just be a simple story. But if we meditate
upon it, it describes the spiritual challenges we all face in life.
In a way, we ourselves each represent all four of the types of
soil Our Lord speaks of.

Sometimes, we sin. When we do, we are like that seed which
falls outside of the field: we are not where we should be. We
have lost our way. But if we admit it, confess our sins, and do
penance, no matter how often we fall, the Lord is always

-willing to forgive us so we can return to the quest for
holiness..

‘I
.

FACES OF OLOL - ROY CHARBEL FARAH

Hi All!

| currently serve as the Coordinator for the Maronite Youth Organisation (MYO).
| have been serving at Our Parish in different ways for just over four years.

What inspired you to begin serving in the parish?

God finds a way to inspire us in everyday movement. | was inspired by existing
youth leaders; who in a very short time - showed me unconditional love in
friendship. Their witness showed me the freedom we find in service. They

So, too, we are often like the seed which falls on the rocky
ground. We may react at first with acceptance, but we do
not water the seed. It means we do not seek the
nourishment of the sacraments, of prayer, and of studying
the Word of God.

Then again, we are also like the grain which falls into the
thorns, for who of us is free of anxieties, complaints, pride,
ambition for money, and delighting in the pleasures of life?
We all, of course, need a certain amount of the necessities
of life in order to feed, clothe and protect ourselves and
our families. There are good and beautiful things in life,
and it is legitimate to enjoy them. But the fault Our Lord
refers to is that in attendmg to our business, in earning our
wages, and in enjoying life, we too often do so I:-Iln::lln,r,
forgetting the Word of God.

Dearly beloved, our work is to be more like the grain which
grows and reproduces, and less like the other seeds. There
is a common thread running throughout the four different
types of seed referred to in the parable. It is this: the virtue
of gratitude. To be grateful is also to be humble, to realise
that | am not worthy of the Lord’s gifts. Yet, He, in H|
abundant mercy, showers grace upon me.

Let our prayer this Sunday be to the Lord to make us the
good soil for his seed, so we humbly accept his Word and
grow in faith and in our relationship with Him and with
others. Amen.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

reminded me of Jesus' calling - the great mission to share the Good News of Jesus to all people.

What advice would you give to others who are considering wanting to be more involved in our parish?

When we were younger, we would hear our parents speak about the village life in Lebanon. The festivities, the prayer, the
people. It was incredible to hear; though | thought it was not possible here.... until | joined our parish life.

God has intentionally created us for community. Every person longs for community. Do not wait. Our parish community
is your home. Here you will find opportunity to use the talents God has blessed you with. You will find friendship. You will

find God - and in this, you will find yourself. Our Lady of Lebanon Parish is our Australian village. It is our pride and our joy.

| encourage you - take one small step and see the difference!



SAINT OF THE WEEK
St Lshae the 85 riac

Celebrated in both the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches, St Ishac or 5t Isaac was just

a young boy when he entered the monastery, as was the custom in his day. This was done

to prepare young boys for the priesthood or monastic life. He was born in Bet Katraye which is
modern day Bahrain on the Persian Gulf. He became well skilled in the field of teaching and was
ordained Bishop of Nineveh. He resigned from the role after a few months to lead a life of
solitude and poverty. He reclined to Mount Matout to make prayer the essence of his life. He
lived there until he was advanced in years and became blind. He was then taken to the
monastery of Shabar where he died and was buried around the year 700. During his life he
wrote much about solitude and the Holy Spirit. He is venerated on January 28 and according to
the Maronite Calendar his feast is August 23.

These are some of his writings:

Let yourself be persecuted, but do not persecute others.

Be crucified, but do not crucify others.

Be slandered, but do not slander others.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep: such is the sign of purity.
Suffer with the sick. Be afflicted with sinners. Exult with those who repent.

Be the friend of all, but in your spirit remain alone. Be a partaker of the sufferings of all, but keep your body distant from all.
Rebuke no one, revile no one, not even those who live very wickedly. Spread your cloak over those who fall into sin, each and
every one, and shield them. And if you cannot take the fault on yourself and accept punishment in their place, do not destroy their
character.

The person who is genuinely charitable not only gives charity out of his own possessions, but gladly tolerates injustice from others
and forgives them. Whoever lays down his soul for his brother acts generously, rather than the person who demonstrates his
generosity by his gifts.

MAKE PEACE WITH YOURSELF,
AND BOTH HEAVEN AND EARTH
WILL MAKE PEACE WITH YOU.

St Tehac the Syniac




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 23rd August: 13th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30 40 Day Hamid Hanna Raad from Hadchit.

11:00 One year Youssef Rizkallah Bechara from Blouza.
5:00 One-year Joseph Moussa Tannous from Karm El Mohr.

Tuesday 25 August:

6:00 Hanna Gerges Elkhoury from Hadchit (died in Lebanon).

Saturday 29 August: Beheading of 5t John the Baptist
6:00 All living and departed of Kfarsghab for the feast of 5t
Awtel.

Sunday 30th August: 14th Sunday of Pentecost
11:00 40 Day Norma Younan Fahey from Wadi Qannoubine.
5:00 40 Day George Diab Hakim from Feytroun.
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RELIEF APPEAL

DDNME ON

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made thmugh Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS $1,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all etemnity
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milian Bou Raidan [C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George & Majid George [H)
Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and their Son loseph and their daughter Colleen
George (1) [J) Charbel Jabbour (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, All the Deceased of Elias Karam Family, All
¢ the Deceased of Khoury Family (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Therese
¢ Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family, Anthomny
Marmah Salim Moussa (N) (O] (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus (S} Youssef Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U} (V) (W) Ray Wehbe
Wehbe (X) [¥) Mrs Sayde Simaan Yazbeck & husband Mr Loutfallah Mokdassi (Z)
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