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HEGUUD NEWS

FROM YOUR PARISH

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

THE EPISTLE

THE GOSPEL

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,

returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country.

He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone. When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where
it was written “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favour.” And he rolled up the
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”

Brothers and sisters, we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. As we work together with
him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of
God in vain. For he says, “At an acceptable time |
have listened to you, and on a day of salvation |
have helped you."” See, now is the acceptable time;
see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be
found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours,
sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love,
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for
the left; in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet
are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as
dying, and see — we are alive; as punished, and yet
not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and

yet possessing everything.
Lk 4:14-21 2 Cor 5:20-6:10
SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES ~ WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS CONTACT
oth Sunday of Pentecost @th Sunday of Pentecost Rosary: Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
OLOL Co-Cathadral, Harris Park Mon - Sat Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0408 060 445
] Mon - Frl Gpr £:30am (Arabic] Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787
7pm (English) Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Youssef Matta 0427 922 092
eyt S e doorpihiia s S L S
m Fri 7:30 pm arnard Assl 0411 811
Tpm (English) g?ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ Aedoration Hotie ;: Plerre Khoury 0411 735 258
t Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016
S Thursdays 8 pm - 9 pm Deacon Charbel Bib 0416 758 795
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To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the spirit is
life and peace.

Romans 8:6

PRAYER

)
Lord, we pray that you
give us the strength and
courage to find ourselves
in this

world. We also pray for

and our voice

those who are struggling
with their faith, may they

find their way back to you.
Amen.

Parish Offlce: 9689 2850
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am - 4.30 pm
Saturday Bam - 1 pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Emalk: info@olol.org au
Webslte: www.ololorg.au

Deacon Robert - Plo Al Bayeh 0414 447 883

Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335



THE SERVANTS WORD  The attributes of the I

Ambassador for Christ

Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the ninth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Pentecost,
Saint Paul reminds us of our identity, ambassadors for Christ.
The ambassador speaks through the tongue of the one who sent
him, sees through their eyes, hears with their ears and acts
according to their will. Are we like that too?

Whoever wants to be an ambassador for Christ, must reach the
summit with Christ, the summit in everything, by giving with
humility, loving, forgiving and being merciful. The biggest
challenge though is to remain on that summit once we reach it.
How can we remain there? Through perseverance! How do we
persevere? Through three simple, but great, things! They look
easy to do, but difficult to achieve. These three things are to stay
watchful so we do not fall into temptation, pray tirelessly in the
likeness of the Lord whose life was a perpetual prayer, and read
the bible as it is the constitution of our lives. Watchfulness,
prayer and reflection on the daily Gospel are some of the main
attributes of the ambassador for Christ.

What make these three things even more beautiful and perfect
them, is obedience. Obedience to Christ for whom we are
ambassadors. Through our obedience to Christ, the will of God
is done in our lives. If His will is to endure pain, sickness or
distress, let us do it with faith and courage because the watchful
remains vigilant, the prayerful is sanctified and the one who
reads the bible becomes like the one in whom all the prophecies
have been fulfilled, like the one whom God anointed to bring the
glad tidings to the poor, liberty to the n:ac!:vrives and healing to the
sick, as Luke says in his Gospel this Sunday.

Our obedience to the Lord is translated in our daily lives by
obedience to our superiors and those whao are in charge of us,
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay has thankfully taken a series of
necessary measures, in coordination with the clergy in our
Co-Cathedral. We need to abide by them as they have not been
taken because we are in a desperate situation, but for your own
safety, after finding COVID cases in our parish. However, this
does not mean that our parish is contaminated or scared! The
Co-Cathedral is clean not diseased. It is also pure as it is the
house of God the Father, the dwelling of His Son in the Eucharist,
the in-dwelling of the Holy Sﬁin*the premises of the Virgin Mary
who gave it her name, and the place of all the saints.

THINGS DO CHANGE

So Jesus picks up the scroll and reads out loud in the synagogue,
makir}Pg some very bold proclamations. Do we dare to do the
same

Jesus proclaims that he will:

* Bring good news to the poor

* Proclaim release to the captives

* Recovery of sight to the blind

* Let the oppressed go free

These are indeed bold statements and if we view Jesus' life we
wonder did he achieve all this then and even now?

lesus achieves his purpose but not in the way we expect. In his
lifetime we do not read of him releasing captives, or freeing the
oppressed, but then again it all depends on how we interpret the
meaning.

Too often we think God will come and destroy what afflicts us and
miraculously make all things as we would want them. Even toda

in the grip of Covid-19, people ask why isn’t God doing anything. |

Yet God does work wonders, but it is quietly, subtly. God does not
come and suddenly wipe the virus off the face of the earth
1(_alth-:.'.tugh we wish that was the case), or stop people from dying

rom Covid-19, or suddenly drop down a vaccination from
heaven. Yet we do see miracles happening.

We see God's influence in our lives when we start to live less
selfishly and start to think about others, when volunteers risk
their lives to assist Covid-19 patients, when in lockdown we learn
to appreciate our family more, when in isolation we try to make
something that lightens up the lives of others.

lesus came to do good things for us and we too can do the same
for others. Amen Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

| would like to confirm once
more that all the clergy of
our parish tested negative
for COVID. However, all our  Rediss g osa il ;
clergy are currently in g - - (T AR N e
self-isolation because the&; participated in at least one of the four
masses which were attended by the first COVID case, except for the
Dean of the Co-Cathedral Father Tony Sarkis and Deacon Charbel Dib
who were both on their annual leave, and Sub-deacon Ghassan
Nakhoul who did not attend any of the masses mentioned below.

i o

As a precautionary measure, Bishop Tarabay has issued a directive to
keep the Co-Cathedral closed until the end of the month. Our masses
will be streamlined every day so you can unite with the Lord Jesus
from our domestic churches in the hope of returning to the parish
church when the time comes. It should be noted that we are in
constant communication with the Department of Health who has
cleared us to re-open the Co-Cathedral for the public and receive up
to 100 faithful in every mass in accordance with the current
restrictions, but we have #:referred not to open our doors yet so we
can better ensure your safety.

The masses that will be streamlined are the 6.00 pm mass Monday to
Saturday and they will be in both Arabic and English, in addition to
three Sunday masses: 9.30 am in English, 11.00 am in Arabic and 7.00
pmin English. | would like also to remind the peoE!e who attended the
masses below and have not yet undergone the COVID test, that they
should do so for their own safety and for the safety of the people
around them. Those masses are:

* Wednesday 15 July at 5.30pm;
. Th_ursda; 16 July at 6pm; or
= Friday 17 July at 1.30pm or 6pm

To facilitate the test, the pop-up testing facility in the parish carpark
has been extended to Saturday 25 July. | urge again all the people who
attended any of the masses mentioned above to take this opportunity
and do the test.

| would like to thank all those who keep watch over our parish and
have offered their support, starting with His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, the Department of Health in NSW, all the
parishioners and people who have contacted us or texted us, the staff
who are always ready for work, the Stewardship Committee,
volunteers, nuns and all my brother priests, deacons and sub-deacon.
Let us remain united in watchfulness, prayer and reflection on the
daily Gospel so we draw strength from the Lord Jesus for whom we
are ambassadors, and persevere with faith and courage, in order to
overcome this ordeal. Father faw Sarkis

i Dearest Youth of OLOL,

I

1 On behalf of the executive Youth team, we would like
1 you to know that we send you our love and prayers

; to God our Father.

‘OUTE

I

i The COVID-19 situation we are living in today reminds me of the
| Gospel passage - "A windstorm arose on the sea, so great that
i the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.
| And they went and woke him up, s%ng, “Lord, save us! We are
i perishing!” And he said to them, hy are you afraid, you of
 little faith?” Then he t?ot up and rebuked the winds and the sea;
! and there was a dead calm” Matthew 8:24-26.

i Yes, we are going through a storm, but the only thing that
; matters right now is that we too run to Jesus as well. Run to
1Jesus in Mass, in personal prayer, in Adoration, in the Rosary.
i Run to Jesus in the Gospels, and run to Jesus in silence. Run to
i Jesus and you will see that the COVID-19 storm will pass. We are
i an Easter People. The Glory of the Resurrection came after the
!Cross. Joy conquered despair, and because of this we will
:ccnhnue to pray!

I

i Friends, with the constant changes in restrictions, always know
ithat you can still participate in Mass and Adoration via
! live-steam, although we do encourage you to attend Mass and
1 check in with the parish office on times of Mass availabilities. All
i times are in the relevant section of this newsletter.

)

| As for our Youth Events - we will keep you posted! Please follow
I our FB Page ( OLOL Maronite Youth Organisation) and Instagram
i (olol_youth) to keep connected!

! We leave this all to you, St. Charbel. You have never ever left us.
1 Pray for us and touch all those affected by COVID-19 with Gods
! Healing Hand. Our Love always, R harbel Farah - MYO
L}




MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As you have become aware, we have recently entered into a
further struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic that has
entered our own Maronite community. It seems as though
this virus has imprisoned us in our homes, caused us to lose
sight of hope and placed a heavy burden on us. But, dearly
beloved, | tell you, that when we are weak then we are
strong (cf. 2Cor 12:10). God will prevail. We are the people of
hope and those who live by hope live differently.

To those who are fighting today the COVID-19 virus in

isolation, you are in my thoughts and in my prayers and | am.

hopefulthat you will soon recover and re-join your parish
communities. And to those who have been asked to isolate
for, 14 days as a precaution, | know that time alone from
family and friends is very difficult but | pray that you find
“$olace and peace in your faith and hope amidst all this.

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”
(v.21). These are the closing words from this Sunday's
Gospel, words that are striking and a cause for deep
pondering. Over two thousand years have gone by and the
Church has steadfastly proclaimed that salvation has come in
the Person of Jesus Christ. The prophets of old foretold of His
coming, particularly Isaiah.

The call to. proclaim the release of the captives and the
recovery of the sight to the blind is an invitation to those
who are enslaved by a life of sin to break the chain of evil in
their life. The captives are not merely those who are

_prisoners. Rather, the captives are also those who have lost
their-freedom, especially by their will, and are living a life of
sin. This is the greatest form of imprisonment because it was
made by their own will.

THE GOOD NEWS

| was recently asked by a work colleague “how do you spread the good news?”

My response was simple, “Lead by example.”

As an educator, in my profession, we are taught that children learn through role modelling.

We demonstrate various actions to the children.

One thing we have been demonstrating to the children is sustainability, and helping them

incorporate this at home.

Children have learnt by example, how to reduce waste, recycle, collect food scraps and
compost. If my colleagues and | were to just dictate to them, the children would be

disinterested and forget the information quickly.

HOW DO Yt

Oda

The call of the Lord is acall of chmce for the captives. They
can either choose to hear his call and follow his voice or
they can choose to remain in their self-imprisonment, and
thus an unending darkness.

Moreover, the blindness that Isaiah writes about is not a
physical blindness, but rather it is the closing of the heart
and mind from the salvation and redemption that Christ
offers. It is the refusal to see what is evident in the
Incarnation; life, death and Resurrection of the Lord.
Therefore, blindness for us today is not only the inability to
see the truth but also the refusal to accept the salvation
that Jesus Christ offers each one of us.

Dearly beloved, in Jesus Christ, God obtained for us victory
over evil and sin. He left us everything necessary, such as
the Sacraments, to complete this path. The question
before us is: are we aware of the invaluable time that God
gives us on this earth? Do we realise that we are
participants in God’s redemptive work? How much of our
time is dedicated to the success of this divine mission?

Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing
(v.21). Go and serve the Lord, and in so doing, you will
become a true ambassador of Christ, For, after all, the Lord
has allowed you to live in this moment of history so that,
by your faith, His Name will continue to resound
throughout the world. Amen. :

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ARTIGLE OF THE WEEK

BALNT CHARREL MARTLOUF |
-

3

My favourite quote comes from Mother Teresa, also known as Saint Teresa of Calcutta. She says “Spread the love of God
through your life but only use words when necessary.” Advising us that we should preach the Gospel through our actions
more than we do with our words. There is not one written quote for Saint Charbel, yet he is one of the most well known
and loved saints within the Maronites and the Universal Church. Saint Charbel was silent in meditative prayer, yet he
made an impact by living a humble life filled with prayer, touching many hearts and bringing many to the faith. There are
many saints that are not just known for their quotes, but for living a simple life of prayer. By living by example and role
modelling how Christians should live their life, they have evangelised even after their death to many. Evangelising doesn’t
only require us to shout out our beliefs to those who don’t know it or don’t agree with it. Show others through your
actions, be kind to everyone you encounter, forgive those that have hurt you (this can be a challenging one), love
everyone, don’t engage in gossip, and fill your daily life with prayer and meditation. This is what we need to strive for, it
can be hard at times, and sometimes we can fail, it's important that we never stop trying.

How will you spread the good news this week?
Christina Maksisi



SAINT OF THE WEEK
P afrfarch Este-p‘wah c] Douai‘n_.j

Patriarch Estephan Il Boutros El Douaihy was born in Ehden, Lebanon on August 2, 1630. He was
the Patriarch of the Maronite Church from 1670 to 1704. He is considered one of the major
Lebanese Historians of the 17th century and was known as “The Father of Maronite History”,
“Pillar of the Maronite Church”, “The Second Chrysostom”, “Splendor of the Maronite Nation”,
“The Glory of Lebanon and the Maronites”. He was declared Servant of God by the
Congregation for the Causes of 5aints under Protocol number 2145. On July 3, 2008,

Pope Benedict XVI authorized the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to draw up a decree on
the heroic virtues of Patriarch El Douaihy who will be referred to as Venerable from the moment

of publication of the decree. This is an important step in the ongoing Beatification process.

Douaihy strongly believed in the social importance of education and science (being an

amateur scientist himself). Given the importance of learning, and his experience in how
far European education exceeded Oriental, he pursued a successful policy of sending as many Maronites to Rome as possible, to
become capable of returning to the villages in which the Maronite peasantry lived, and raising the level of general education.
Douaihy established a college in Aleppo, which became the base for the development of renewed monastic orders. As with his
educational policy, his monastic renewal was a success, and still bears fruit today. Of the many works of Patriarch El Douaihy, the
vast bulk are still available only in Arabic. A selection has been translated into French by Youakim Moubarac in Pentalogie
antiochenne/domaine Maronite. That selection focusses upon his discussion of the rites and ceremonies of the Maronite Church.

However, his major work is a general history book, Tarikh Al Azminah, available in several versions.

THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL FLOURISH LIKE THE
PALM TREE. HE SHALL GROW LIKE A CEDAR IN
LEBANON

Paalm FE:12

COMMUNITY o “
BUSINESS REEERad

NETWORK PAGE
POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Dine - In, Delivery or Pick - Up! Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Community Business Network Page? MI(LYNS

For $500 ONLY you can promote
your business for the whole month £Z A PASTAGBAR

E media@olol.org.au 4
P (02) 8898 1536 Ph: 9721-0583
Visit us: 320 Guildford Rd Guildford

YOUNGACADEMICI.COM.AU

40 Alice 5t, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lowar Ground Lavel




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Saturday 1st August

6:00 One year Antoine Nassif Geadeon from Riyak

Sunday 2nd August: 10th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00 Sodality Mass

11:00 One year Sayed Assaad Barakat from Zgharta

3:00 One year Laudy Youssef Semaan wife of Mehrez
Sarkis Elias from Zghartaghrin.

5:00 One year Sami George Zoghaib from Kfardebian

PARISH CAMERA

Zoom Pastoral Council Meeting
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LEBAN:\I
WHEAT

APPEAL

fUPPORT FHIT APPEAL TO fEND
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ADORATION
TURSOAY ATEPH |

DONLINE STREAMING

Yo

MARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

TARGET 2000
PARISHIONERS

S5 ONLY A WEEK

133 PARISHIONERS
COMMITTED

Pledge forms for your monthly tax deductible donation made thmugh Direct Debit
or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office

For Enquiries contact the Parish Office on 02 9689 2899

or Visit www.olol.org.au

Our Lady of Lebanon Parsih Loans CYPC $4,026,262.51 UNITS 51,319,903.88
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray
for them, Moussa & Arlette Akl, Saiid and Violet Azizi (B) Joseph Barakat (C) (D) (E) {F} {G) Helen George & Majid George (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,
Maurice 8& Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Khalil & Marina Issa (J) Charbel Jabbour, Kamel Antonios Jabbour and his wife Ghorra and his son Antonios
(K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Chafika Khoury (L) (M) Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef 8
¢ Ghssoun Maroon, Therese Melhem, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Jamal Moussa & all faithful departed of Moussa family,
¢ Anthony Marmah 3alim Moussa (M) George Nader (Q) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Michael Rizk, Emil Rizk, Youssef Assaad Rizk and
his wife (8) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Massim Saad and his Children Kevin & Emile, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine and his son Kenny (T)
Bernadette Tanna, Tony Tannous (U) (V) (W) (X) () (Z)
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