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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE cO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 22 September 2019
The Gospel

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going
away, his disciples came to point out to him the
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them,
“You see all these, do you not? Truly | tell you,
not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down.” When he was sitting on
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and
what will be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?” Jesus answered them, “Beware
that no one leads you astray. For many will
come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah!’
and they will lead many astray. And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but
the end is not yet. For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom,
there will be famines and earthquakes in
various places: all this is but the beginning of
the birth pangs. “Then they will hand you over
to be tortured and will put you to death, and
you will be hated by all nations because of my
name. Then many will fall away, and they will
betray one another and hate one another. And

and

many false prophets will arise and lead many
astray. And because of the
lawlessness, the love of many will grow cold.
But the one who endures to the end will be
saved. And this good news of the kingdom will
be proclaimed throughout the world, as a
testimony to all the nations; and then the end
will come.

increase of

Mt 24: 1-14

Second Sunday After The Glorious Cross

Next Sunday’s Readings

Phil 3:17-4:1
Mt 24: 23-31

Do your little bit
of good where
you are; it’s
those little bits
of good put
together that
overwhelm the

world

Archbishop Desmond
Tutu

www.olol.org.au
The Epistle

Brothers and sisters, if for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be
pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from
the dead, the first fruits of those who have
died. For since death came through a human
being, the resurrection of the dead has also
come through a human being; for as all die in
Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But
each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things
in subjection under his feet.” When all things
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will
also be subjected to the one who put all things
in subjection under him, so that God may be all
in all. If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
Come to a sober and right mind, and sin no
more; for some people have no knowledge of
God. | say this to your shame.

1Cor 15: 19-34

O Lord, ltis by your cross that you saved us,
the ultimate sacrifice of love. Help us to always
hold your love close to our hearts and not be
lead astray. Strengthen us through our life
challenges and allow.usto carry our crosses
with grace as we journey to you.

Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Light from the Word Thoughts on God and Life

In this Sunday’s Reading taken from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, we have a few excellent phrases worth pondering
over.

1. If this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied (v19).
You are not a Christian here and that’s it. To believe in Christ is to believe we will have eternal life. Faith is not a passing fad
or a fix-it solution for now. It is a belief in Christ through thick and thin, today and tomorrow, now and forever.

2. For ‘God has put all things in subjection under his feet’ (v27).
Our God is not a weak God, tossed and turned according to our whims. Our God is not distant or absent. Our God is very
much involved with life and is God beyond all things. God is greater than my small ‘I.’

3. | die every day! (v31).
We all die a little every day. It is a life that invites us to self-sacrifice, to be challenged, to experience sorrow, to know
suffering, to give of oneself, all for the sake of love, the love of God.

4. Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals’ (v33).

This phrase is perhaps the most relevant to many of us. How true it rings. To grow in the spiritual life, we need to seek
spiritual things. There are too many people and temptations in life than can deceive us. The task is to choose what is life
giving for us and be a person of strength for others. As they say, you are known by the company you keep. So are we drawn
to Christ like people or not? Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Article of The Week Year of Maronite Spirituality - The Power of the Cross

Throughout my early years | grew up very far from Christ. | had no sense of the spiritual life and was very
much living a worldly life. Drugs, alcohol, gambling and strip clubs were just some of the things that | got
involved with.

fter making a resolution to give up all these bad habits during lent, one of the toughest challenges |
would face was the difficulty of letting go of my past. | remember one Sunday night after Mass, | was in-
vited to an old friend’s house for a poker night. Having just received Holy Communion | decided not to
play but to just watch as | didn’t feel comfortable gambling. My friends just couldn’t understand me and
started mocking me. As | left my friend’s house that night, | would hear one of my best friends making fun about me be-
coming a priest. These were friends that | had grown up with and shared so many things with but the reality was that | had
to make a decision, God or my friends?

ithough the answer is obvious, it’s definitely not that easy. It's not easy to change your lifestyle, your attitude or even
your pride. But this is exactly what God demands of us.

St Paul says, “The message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing but to us who are being saved, it is the
power of God”. Brothers and sisters, it is the Cross that separates us from the world. It is the Cross that transforms our
hearts and allows us to fall so in love with God.

Py friends, we are faced with so many challenges in today’s world and God expects or rather demands of us to let go of
everything for Him. As you begin this week, take a moment to reflect on the many things that you can do, that although
seem foolish to many, will bear witness to the power of the Cross. Perhaps it’s as simple as saying grace before meals, or
giving up your lunch for someone less fortunate at work.

Writing to the Philippians St Paul said, “What is more, | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ”

Brothers and Sisters, never stop striving to be a saint because our end goal is
eternal life with God.

Rob Mourad




Mlaronite Spirituality - 2nd Week of the Season of the Holy

Pea rly beloved,

The gospels of the Season of the Cross lead us to reflect on the end of times and the second
coming of Christ in all his glory. The theology concerned with death, judgement, and the final
destiny of the soul and of humankind is called eschatology, derived from the Greek language.

In this Sunday’s gospel, we read that Jesus left the temple, fulfilling what he had said to the Jews
in the previous chapter (Matt 23:38): "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." Jesus would
not return to the temple after this visit. In retrospect, this was a very solemn moment but the
disciples did not really understand it, at that time. The disciples, like all Jews, were attached to
this temple and were proud of it: it was built to honour the one true God. But since God was
rejected by the Jews, in the person of his Son, the temple was no longer necessary. The Lord tells them, "I say to you, there
will not be left here a stone upon another stone that will not be thrown down.”

s the Lord was sitting on the Mount of Olives, facing Jerusalem, the disciples ask him when these things will take place.
They wanted to know when Jerusalem and the temple would be destroyed, and how one could know the time of Christ's
coming and the end of the times. The Lord's response is given in several teachings to his disciples over chapters 24 and 25
of the Gospel of Matthew. The Lord revealed that the time between the rejection of Christ and his return is characterized
by trials of every kind, for his disciples and followers.

The end of time and return of Christ is a topic of interest to many. Some people or groups obsess over figuring out when
and how it will happen. Some groups even set dates and times. These dates pass and new dates are set, but nothing
happens. As Catholics, true followers of Christ, we are not to fall victim to these obsessions or falsehoods, because Jesus
tells us: “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone” (Mark
13:32). But we have been warned to always be prepared for his return and to be ready at every moment. How? Being
prepared means to live according to his will and in his mercy and grace. “Take care of your soul as if you were going to die
tomorrow,” writes St Augustine. If Christ returns at this moment, how prepared would we be?

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Family Committee

s a parent, it’s hard not to feel that we live in a society that not only attacks our -

faith, but challenges every aspect of our family life. It was only a couple of months
ago, that as a Parish and committee we came together to celebrate those couples
who had been married for multiple’s of 5 years.  During this celebration we not
only recognised the sacred covenant between man, woman and God but
acknowledged that this union formed the beginnings of a blessed family.

yet, today and only a few weeks later, we stand on the cusp of the introduction of a drastic law into NSW that disregards
life and threatens future families. And while we should all continue to oppose these and any other laws that threaten our
path to God, we mustn’t get distracted from focusing on our own families and helping them get to Heaven.

It is why the Family Committee is so special to me. Through the committee’s companionship, friendship and activities, they
help to continually focus me on the importance of Family and of not just being a parent in name, but instead to really be
there for each and everyone of them.

o despite what the world throws at you, look for solace, guidance and peace of mind within our Parish, in the committees
and though the many social and spiritual activities we are truly blessed with. And on that note, please look out for our next
brunch and join us, your extended family, for some fun and light refreshments.

A Forever Grateful Family Committee Member



The protection of The Unborn
With His Excellency
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners committed  Qur Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044,618.45 Units $1,354,892.01

Target 2000 Parishioners
ONLY a week

Community Business Network Page

SALES / AUCTIONS / RENTALS
Call Buddy 0403 633 911

HARRIS PARK

Real Estate Agent
’ -
Interested in becoming part of the ‘ _
Community Business Network REAL RECOGNIS= . ‘
Page? REALTY
For $500 ONLY you can promote POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

your business for the whole
month CROPLEY

E media@olol.org.au

P (02) 8898 1536 \ drand venue

for weddings,

Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AVU

corporate events or

that special occasion.

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level

02 8218 8855

@0




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS @.\u‘i\ Gl 33
Sunday 22 September: 2nd Sunday after the Glorious Cross cuball ae aan | SUEN asd) gl YY aady
11:00am One year Mounir Mouwad from Serhel Jepm (n sagaa e agajall Zadl 13z
5:00pm 40 Day Hanna Jarjoura from Kahf El Malloul Jslall (g€ (e By in msasll (ysas; Oi s
Saturday 28 September Jalf YA cu

6:00pm 40 Day Sami George Zoghaib from Kfardebian o N o

Sunday 29 September: 3™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross
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9:30am All livings and departed of Toula for the Feast of St Asia . . .
Ll Jle e Lonlias Vg sl Cilgaly sliaf 4 o Ll 42

11:00am One Year Hamidi Karam widow of the late Youssef Abi ) )
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Rached from Bejdarfel Batroun

5:00pm 40 Day Sayed Assaad Barakat from Zgharta
625 e Sl dand s asmyall sanff 010

Announcements

MYO Youth Grand Ball 2019
Date Friday 04th October 2019 at 7PM
Venue The Renaissance Westella - Piano Room 3 New St E, Lidcombe Cost $90pp
Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207

Diocesan Notices

The Bishop's Christmas Card Competition 2019
Bishop Tarabay is inviting all Maronite students from year 6 to year 10 to enter the 2019 Christmas Card Competition. Students are invited to draw or
paint a Christmas scene inspired by our Maronite spirituality, depicting the Holy Family at Christmas. The winning entry will be printed onto the
Bishop’s 2019 Christmas Cards with the student’s name, year and school printed on the card.

Opening Date Monday 16 September 2019 Closing Date Friday 25 October 2019 Results Friday 01 November 2019
First Prize $300 cash Second Prize $150 Book Voucher Third Prize $100 Religious Books/Icon Voucher
Contact The Maronite Chancery 02 8831 0000 or bpoffice@maronite.org.au
How To Enter? Address your entry to:

Christmas Card Competition
Maronite Eparchy of Australia PO Box 385 Strathfield NSW 2135

Maronites on Mission International Missionary Trip — January 2020
Maronites on Mission Australia is inviting volunteers for their next missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the
5th to the 19th of January 2020. If you are interested in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com

Ge 2l LYY S8 0N o e il ) Aaoldll agilsy ) alaalY L uehll pes ) Bse35 210 Lllug) & Maronites on Mission (3.8 4ss
international@maronitesonmission.com :lgiall Ao g iV 2y o)) o e Januiilly Slagladll

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events Senior’s Events .
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm Contact Albert Junior (Al) 0415241514 . . Activities for Seniors The Living Word
Blood Donation Contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 Ol gl cpallsl) aal jlias) dagy (sl e saad S English Bible Studies
Youth Meetings For more details Contact Roy 0434553775 Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or Every Wednesday
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference grandparent, call Samia on 0414807410 or the At 8pm
Contact Kim Moussa 0424 658 190 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com Parish on 96892899

Children’s Event Family of The Divine Word
ildren’s Events Sl Boans — FaaN ALSH Al
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) l:d u;?s cElvents ] By 267 ) dlile
Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mon:laaylsc7p?'rise;pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 y
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am Contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Tuesdays at 7pm

Contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especiallg those we Pra
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Ant

for:
hony Haddad (E

Matthew Essey (Q Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H

Anis Jamil Hadda

Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Hadda

& Son

Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
(M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Aziz Shammas, Sabah Shammas, Sawa Shammas, Khamrah

Shammas, Joseph Shammas Missreh Shammas, Warda Hermiz, Stepho Hermiz,

Marie Antoine Kabboura, Youssef Kaf)boura, Hanneh Kabboura,

Mary Kabboura, Elias Bechara, Antoine Bechara, Adele Wehbe, Maroun & Dibeh Elias, Ramza Farwa and Father Hanna Bou Melhem, Chahraban

Boutros
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