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Sunday 25 August 2019

The Gospel

Jesus left that place and went away to the
district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” Jesus
answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt
saying,
answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s
food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes,
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall

before him, “Lord, help me.” He

from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done
for you as you wish.” And her daughter was
healed Instantly.

Mt 15: 21-28

Almighty Father,
Creator of all things,
| bow in reverence before your Holy altar
and thank you for Your rich blessings and
graces sent from above.

Empower me with your Holy Spirit and guide
me through all life’s trials and temptations.
We lift up our praise to your blessed Son,
Jesus Christ.

All the glory, honor and praise
belong to Him for faithfully granting
our heart’s desires.

Amen

‘17’16 goocf News

Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings

Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost

1Cor 3:1-11
Lk 8: 1-15

The World
is full of

good people.

If you
can’t find one,

be one.

Saint Mother Teresa

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

from Your Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for
Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles — for
surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me
for you, and how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to
perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ. In former generations this mystery was
not made known to humankind, as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel. Of this gospel | have become a
servant according to the gift of God’s grace that
was given me by the working of his power.
Although | am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gen-
tiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,
and to make everyone see what is the plan of
the mystery hidden for ages in God who creat-
ed all things; so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was in accordance with
the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him. | pray therefore that you
may not lose heart over my sufferings for you;
they are your glory.

Eph 3: 1-13

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Alluring power
of Jesus

Light from the Word

The story of the Canaanite woman’s faith in this Sunday’s
Gospel explores the total trust of a foreign woman in the
restorative power of Jesus. It suggests no matter what
nationality or creed one has, the alluring power of Jesus
captures hearts and minds.

Jesus’ story is universally appealing to people of all walks of
life. God is universal and our task as believers is to make
known this God who offers love to all. As Paul writes in his
Letter to the Ephesians, ‘this grace was given to me to bring
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ’ (v8). A Christ that belongs to one and all and not
narrowly fitted into a closed mindset.

Christ is larger, wider, bigger and deeper than anyone’s vi-
sion. As Ghandi recognised, ‘I like your Christ, but not your
Christianity.” Here is a man of another faith who recognised
the significance of Jesus but failed to see Jesus reflected in
his followers. Today across the world the same pattern
emerges. Christianity as a whole is admired for the values of
love, justice, peace and compassion. Unfortunately, there
are too many Christians who do not live these values.

We are urgently called to be once again the Church through
which ‘the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known’ (v10) to people across the world. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Working on a jobsite can be hard work.

Constantly waking up before sunrise and coming home after sunset, battling away all day in a
constantly changing and dangerous environment, fighting the adverse weather conditions, the
days only seem to get longer and tougher as the job progresses. An interesting part of the job is
the various tradespeople | get to meet. Young and old, many of them from different faiths and
of various backgrounds. They all seem to have a story on where they are from and how they
came to be working onsite. When it comes to the question of their faith, many are so strong in
their faith that nothing can phase them, others just don’t seem to have faith or care about it.

On one particular day, early in the cold winter’s morning, some of the workers gathered in the

Heaven on Earth Corner

Heaven on Earth Upcoming Mission

Our team will be going on a mission trip to Lebanon from
20th September - 8 October 2019. We will be:

- Visiting and supporting kids in Roumieh jail

- Visiting Orphanages, children with disabilities and Nursing Homes
run by the Sisters of Mother Theresa in Bcharri and Beirut. We will
be buying supplies of groceries and necessities as well as taking the
children out for lunch

- Visiting a Nursing Home in Kfaryachit near Zgharta offering
support and necessities

- Supporting 30 struggling families that are going through a rough
time in Beirut and Zahlé

- Helping with the renovations of four houses of extremely poor
and struggling families in Beirut

Isord,
We ask for your blessings and protection |
on our journey. Through our works and
actions, help us to bring Your love and
goodness into places that need it and into
the hearts of those who thirst for it. Allow =
us to serve and comfort those who are in |
most need with compassion, joy and
mercy. We ask this through Christ Jesus,
Amen.

Please keep us all in your prayers.
Sub-deacon Robert Albayeh

designated lunch room to make coffee. That’s where | met Luke. Luke worked as a general labourer. He illegally overstayed
his visa and was forced into detention. After 2 years in a detention centre the government freed him, not without teaching
him how to read and write English and gave him an intensive course on Australian History. Somehow his faith in God was
strengthened whilst in the centre. He always wore the scapular around his neck and had a rosary in his hand. Luke never
claimed to be perfect in his faith, in fact he constantly persisted that he is a sinner and said “l need Jesus’ help”, just as the
Canaanite woman said in the Gospel of the twelfth Sunday of Pentecost.

Puring lunch break, most of the workers sat down and ate together in the same lunch room. | overheard a conversation
that Luke was having with a fellow Asian plasterer. He was telling him about Jesus and the faith and the other worker was
smiling and laughing while he was explaining to him what he believes. | felt that behind the smiles and laughter there was a
sense of pressure in the air that was lingering, sometimes the awkwardness was too much and | tried to crack a joke to ease
the tension. The conversation went on through lunch. Afterwards | quickly questioned Luke why he maintained the
conversation about Religion for the whole time. He said to me, “Chris, this man has never heard the Good news about God
and | wanted to tell him as much as | can, because we all deserve to know “

Christopher Bazouni



Pearly beloved,

On this 12th Sunday of Pentecost, the Maronite Church reflects on the Faith of the Canaanite Woman. At
the beginning of Matthew Chapter 15, the Pharisees and scribes of Jerusalem accused Jesus and his
followers of not respecting the rules of ritual purification, specifically for not washing their hands before
eating. Jesus then challenges them to reconsider what makes a person clean or unclean. In the light of this
controversy, we can better understand the encounter of Jesus with the Canaanite woman, who is a pagan,
and therefore considered impure by the Jewish people.

Until now, Jesus’ mission was only amongst the people of Israel. His time had not come yet to heal and
perform miracles amongst the gentiles. His dialogue with the woman and her faith leads him to grant her
request and it is a turning point in his mission.

Similar to the blind man of Jericho, the Canaanite woman addresses Jesus using his messianic title: “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” This woman who is not Jewish, is not a descendant of Abraham and, therefore, not part of the people expecting a saviour
Messiah. Yet, this does not stop her from believing. She demonstrates an exemplary faith: she kneels before Jesus and addresses him,
once again, as Lord. She recognises that He is the Son of God and Son of David. Driven by a bold and tenacious faith, the Canaanite
woman sees in Jesus the generosity of God, who cannot limit himself to Israel. She is willing to feast on the crumbs that fall from the
table of her master. Jesus recognizes her great faith and heals her daughter from afar without touch, without words.

In subsequent passages of the Bible, we read about Jesus’ encounters with the Centurion and the Samaritan women and their faith, and
this reveals that the mission of Jesus Christ extends beyond the Jewish community. He came for everyone as we read in the letter of St
Paul to the Galatians: “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then
you are Abraham’s descendant, heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:27-29).

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

ear of Maronite Spirituality - Being an Australian Maronite

What does it mean to be Australian Maronite? Being of Kfrashgbian descent, this title is very dear to my
heart. | have countless examples in my life that demonstrate to me how to live out both my Australian
and Maronite identity, simultaneously. Through both their actions and words, previous generations in my
family have taught my siblings and cousins, what it means to be an Australian Maronite.

Firstly, and mostly importantly, we are followers of Christ. God is the centre of our world and our world
must revolve around Him. We are to go to Him in the good and, more importantly, in the tough times.
We are to give Him our worries and sorrows. ‘Say a prayer’ is my father’s go to line when we are upset or
if we are told of any bad news. Secondly, our love for Mary. | always remember as a child, our
Wednesday night rosaries, my Mary statue (given to me for my First Holy Communion) was always
placed near a candle and a focus point for prayer.

Next is family, Maronites are a great example to their fellow Australians of how family helps raise a child. My extended
family celebrate every pregnancy announcement, birth, Baptism, First Holy Communion, wedding, graduation etc, like it is
their own. The joy that radiates in a room when we are gathered is note-worthy. Preparations are always easy because
everyone has their speciality dishes and, naturally, we are always over catered and clean up in under half an hour. No
matter which aunty or uncle’s house you slept over on the weekend, you knew Sunday morning was Church. We are also
there for harder times, sickness, deaths and other troubles. One phone call, then the prayers and support begin.

Which comes to the last part about being Australian Maronite, helping hands. The generations above me always lived by
the St Mary Mackillop’s famous quote ‘Never see a need without doing something about it.” Whenever they saw a need,
without even thinking, they would do anything in their power to help. They never pointed the finger or demanded
someone else fix the need. They rolled up their sleeves and did what was necessary. This was not just need’s in the
Maronite community but in the larger Catholic/Australian community. They opened their hearts, hands and homes to peo-
ple of different nationalities and backgrounds.

Being an Australian Maronite, is such a unique and beautiful identity. One
that started from humble beginnings and one | thank God for each day.

Connie Maree
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MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Taret

Target 2000 Parishioners
$5 ONLY a week

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation

made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899

133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,044,618.45 Units $1,354,892.01

Community Business Network Page

-

HARRIS PARK
R

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.
Nursery | Toddler | Preschool

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month

E media@olol.org.au
P (02) 8898 1536

1300 668 993

YOUNGACADEMICS.COM.AU

40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral,
Lower Ground Level



Parish Notice Board
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9:30 40 Day Najibeh Youssef Sleiman wife of Robert Majid

EICham from Sebhel
11:00 One Year Barbara Tansa Doumit and her Grand-Son | sk (e sesib s (3o landa g Jase g Ltk 5y dagnpall Aol VY20

s e alAl dme gy Aag) Gladde o duns Aasapall (gmyy 4:¥

Danny Hanna Tannous from Blouza ) . .
Y Cusls (e mlla (saly uBarTy ()b agmall Gl 020
5:00 40 Day Barry Peter Ramon Saleh from Basloukit
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6:00 One year Maria Younes wife of Doumit Germanos from
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Sunday 1 September: 13th Sunday of Pentecost
8:00 Sodality Mass for Father’s day

9:30  One year Mansour Gebrine Mouawad from Zgharta G2y e Uasre (i Jsale asnpall i) 427
11:00 40 Day Najibeh Elias Metri from Kousba widow of

Boutros Faraj Frangieh
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OLOL Youth Grand Ball
When Friday 04th October 2019 Venue The Renaissance
Piano Room 3 New St E, Lidcombe Cost $90pp
Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207

Diocesan Notices

Maronites on Mission International Missionary Trip —January 2020
Maronites on Mission Australia is inviting volunteers for their next missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the
5th to the 19th of January 2020. If you are interested in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com

Gl LYY B el Y o e ol () Aadldl agilsy () alecaiyl el aes (A 3seay 2l Wil 8 Maronites on Mission (338 4ss
international@maronitesonmission.com :jlgall e s SN 2y Jhoy) an edannilly Glaglaal)

'On the Footsteps of Christ' - Lebanese Film Festival

The Lebanese Film Festival presents the Lebanese feature documentary ‘On The Footsteps of Christ’ directed by Phillipe Aratangi. This
documentary feature follows Jesus Christ’s travels across Lebanon, part of the biblical holy lands. The film is screening at Bankstown
Sports on Tuesday 27 August and Hoyts Bankstown on Thursday 5 September. Tickets are on sale now at Iff.org.au. We encourage you
to watch it.
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Jim & Anthony Haddad (E)
Matthew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H)
"51 Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son
ot Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) Salim Wadih Ishac (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Tanios Elias Kazzi & Family (L) Mary & Toufic Lahood
4 (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S)
Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Rahib Saad & His wife Jawhara, Assaf Nader Fares & his Par-
ents & Hanna Assad Chidiac and his Parents, Nabih Assad and his children, Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry & Rosa Ibrahim Fakhry & lzzat Gerges, Youssef
Abed Hanna Chemoune & Noty Bachir Hanna Chemoune & Zaid Walid Barrak, And all souls in Purgatory
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