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FRAGRANT ROSE

PRAY FOR US THAT WE MAY BE
THE SWEET FRAGRANCE OF CHIRISTIS

Sunday 04 August 2019 www.olol.org.au
The Gos el N”’)th Su l’)day OF Pentecost The E istle

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, Brothers and sisters, we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through
us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. As we work
together with him, we urge you also not to
accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, “At
an acceptable time | have listened to you, and
on a day of salvation | have helped you.” See,
now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day
of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in
Next Sunday’s Readings | anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found
Tenth Sunday of Pentecost with our ministry, but as servants of God we
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 1Cor 12:1-11 have commended ourselves in every way:
good news to the poor. He has sent me to Mt 12:22-32 through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, Men purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the do not fear power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the
a powerful left; in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors, and
say to them, “Today this Scripture has been hostile army yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well
known; as dying, and see — we are alive; as
1k 4:14-21 I the powers of punished,' a'n_d yet not killed; as §orrowful, 'yet

always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;

heIIfear as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.

Oh fragrant rose of Heaven, the name and 2 Cor 5:20-6:10

intercede for us in this valley of protection of i p 2J

returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country.
He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone. When he came to
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.

He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written “The Spirit of the Lord is

proclaim release to the captives and recovery of

attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to

fulfilled in your hearing.”

uncertainty. Guide us always to the Heart Mary

of Jesus, in imitation of your unfailing love,

in humble obedience. Amen. Saint Bonaventure ‘w

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.

Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454. Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787.
Deacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Ghassan Nakhoul 0410 524 335.




Ambassadors

Light from the Word for Christ

In the Sunday Gospel taken from Luke, Jesus proclaims his
ministry. In Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, he
describes his own ministry in following that of Christ despite
many hardships. We too must recognise and live up to our
calling.

‘So we are ambassadors for Christ’ (5:20). What does all that
mean living in Australia in 2019? Really does anyone care if we
are for Jesus or not, given the apathy to religion by many
people? Yes, we believe in Christ but is that enough? I’'m living
my life trying to be a good person and make good decisions, so
isn’t that being an ambassador for Christ?

Jesus gave his life for us. Paul endured, ‘afflictions, hardships,
calamities’ (v4) and many other trials for Christ. Are we satisfied
with how we live as Christians? Is simply going about our daily
business and trying to be good, enough? Perhaps, but daily
business means being awake to our surroundings. It is noticing
and approaching the person in need as the Good Samaritan did.

Family Corner

Renewing Ones Marriage Vows

On the 28™ July, the OLOL Family Committee hosted the annual
Renewal of Marriage Vows. My husband and | were blessed to
celebrate our wedding renewal.

It was a beautiful day, which started off with a mass celebrated by
His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay and Father Tony,
followed by a get together with all the couples and their families in
the Parish hall.

This event is a beautiful reminder of the sacrament of marriage,
and how important it is not just in our Church but in our homes as
well. We stood at the altar on our wedding day and made a
promise to and in front of God and it was a reminder of our
renewal and our love for each other.

We were also reminded that the aim of marriage is to reach
heaven, and that a husband and wife should help each other grow
their faith and love, along with their family’s, in order to get to
heaven.

This renewal is celebrated with our children, allowing our children
to see and understand the meaning of marriage. The children
embraced the day and appreciated the love and efforts that their

It is welcoming and blessing others as Jesus did with the little parents endure for them.

children. It is forgiving those who have hurt us. Our daily life
includes acknowledging and respecting every person before us
and speaking out against injustices. Like Jesus, it is about loving,
listening, praying and being compassionate. We are
ambassadors of Christ to the degree we reflect Christ in our
lives. Amen

We must always remember that family comes first. The power of
prayer in a family is very important and sets up a foundation. A
family that prays together stays together.

Once again | would like to congratulate all the couples and their
families that celebrated their Renewals over the weekend. In
addition, a big Thank You to the OLOL Family Committee for
making such a beautiful day possible.

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Diana Elzahoul

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Jesus’ Plan and Mission

On this ninth Sunday of the Season of the Glorious Pentecost, the Apostle Paul calls us in his second letter to the
Corinthians to “have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships and
calamities...”. He also urges us to accept the grace of God and understand its benefits in our lives because He
listens to us and helps us, since Jesus came for those who are near and those who are far, i.e. for us too, so we
can be the children of the One God in the Holy Spirit. In this context, we should ask ourselves: what are we
doing in our world today when we are going through hardships? Do we keep away from God and spend our days
in sorrow and isolation while we have a duty to proclaim the Good News?

In the Gospel we read about Christ’s plan and mission according to the prophecy of Isaiah: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor...” (Luke 4: 18). It is a mission of
proclamation and preaching which contains the pre-announced plan of Christ the missionary who starts from
Galilee, ascending to Jerusalem itself through the events of the crucifixion, death and resurrection, continuing today through the event
of the Pentecost and the start of the Church. Hence, we are before the plan of Christ which is built upon the deliverance of those who
are imprisoned in their sins, granting sight to those who have been blinded by ignorance and lack of faith, and freeing those who are
oppressed by the domination of the world’s power over them.

It is a new era in which the gratuitous forgiveness of sins and general amnesty are proclaimed to all repentant criminals, adulterers and
swindlers. It is an epoch in which a new life is given by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God incarnated in Jesus Christ. Here
we need to ask ourselves: what is our mission and what is our plan? Is it to achieve success and accomplish earthy achievements or to
do the will of God?

In our parish, the basis of our plan is to activate the role of the family, as the family is the basis of our security which is built on the
unending love, the Plan of Salvation. This is what happened last Sunday when more than 25 couples renewed publicly their wedding
vows, as a sign of pride of the institution of marriage and family life. Congratulations on this plan and to all those who contributed to it.

One of the most important elements of the plan of Christ is our mother Mary as well. How much the theme of our celebrations this year
indicates her personality and role! She is the sweet fragrance of Christ. Through her, He exudes His scent like a fragrant rose which
spreads its fragrance to all people without discrimination. She calls those who love her son to come to her, receiving them and putting
them under her protection. She walks with every faithful on the paths of life and faith, leading her sons and daughters to the Kingdom
of God. Mary knew her role in her son’s Plan of Salvation, understood it and here she is performing it perfectly; the role of the silent a
prayerful companion. Mary knew how to be the sweet fragrance of Christ in the world, reflecting his fragrance and spreading the scent
of His love, peace, joy and mercy everywhere.

We are now in the midst of our parish’s feast celebrations. Please do not miss the opportunity to participate in all the spiritual, pastoral
and social events as one family, to pray together and interact with each other, so we can truly live the assumption of Our Lady into
heaven and experience it. Let our prayer today and always be with her saying: “Mary, fragrant rose, pray for us that we may be the
sweet fragrance of Christ.”

Father Tony Sarkis



of Maronite Spirituality—The Blessed Virgin Mary in The Maronite Tradition I

It is evident that the Virgin Mary is the greatest of all creation thus Christians, especially Maronites, venerate her
and ask for her intercession to Jesus Christ our Lord. However, it remains unclear when and how the Virgin Mary
became a focus of Christian prayer in a formal liturgical sense. It is with St Ephrem the Syrian and Jacob of Shrug,
that we find the earliest references to Mary in the liturgy and in Christian devotion. In addition, an early mention to
Mary is found in the text of an anaphora or eucharistic prayer, in Maronite usage it is called sharrar. It was always a

point of interest to Liturgists because of its uniqueness and antiquity.

Our Lady is the mother of the Church and the refuge of all its people. Our Lady of llige also known as Our Lady of
the Maronites is the greatest proof for that. The Church of Our Lady of llige is located in the village of Mayfouq in
the district of Jbeil. It was built at the site of a former pagan temple, and parts of that structure are still visible in
the Church building. From the 12th to the mid- 15th century this Church was the refuge, shelter and sometimes
home of the Maronite patriarchs, priests, and bishops who lived with the Patriarch at times where they would come under attack by

enemies of the Church.

In order to honour Mary, early Syriac fathers wrote poems and prayers to express what they felt and knew about her in words. Poetry
and prayers found in Beth Gazo are an example of that. Beth Gazo translates into English as house of treasure therefore, the title the
book reflects the value of the prayers and poems contained within it among them those dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. Here are

examples of such prayers:

Blessed are you O Mary,
Pure virgin and holy
because you gave birth, in your virginity,
to the child ancient of days;
and He was born from you, as He pleased
He who is the first born of the divine.

Glory to him for He humbled himself,
He who is Most High, became present amongst us,
because of Adam the guilty,
so that he may return him to paradise.

O Heaven and Earth,
sing in glory on this remembrance day
of the virgin full of merits,
because He was made present and dwelt in the womb
of the pure virgin Mary,
and He shone forth from her, as he pleased,
and saved the entire creation
from the bondage to sin.

The whole world thanks, adores and exalts
The hidden one who came to reveal himself
through the womb of the blessed one.
Glory to Him, and He is God,
He chose for Himself a daughter of the nation as mother,
And He took flesh from her,
And exalted her day of remembrance,
In the four corners of the world.
Her prayers shall be a bridge for us!

Take your Harp,
O Isaiah, prophet of the spirit,

And prophecy about the Son of your Lord,
As to how He shall appear amongst humanity:
For behold a virgin shall conceive and bear
A miraculous Son,

And He shall be called Emmanuel,

Who is the Lord with us.

Blessed is He who came in His grace,

And completed the sayings of the prophets.

Blessed are you, O Mother of God,
The one who gave birth in her virginity
To the One whom, the cherubim and seraphim
Cower before his Father.
In your arms He was processed
The One whom even Heaven
Is small before His dignity;
Your chest He hugged
Master of the vigilant and humanity.
Glory to His humility.
Because He came for our sake;
And because the womb of the virgin was good for Him,
He came and dwelt in it
To save Adam and his children.
Heaven and earth rejoice

On your remembrance, O Blessed one;
And together the heavenly and earthly beings
Lift their tunes of glory
To the Word, the Only Son of God
Who came and dwelt
In your womb, as he pleased,

And took for Himself a body from you
To save by it Adam his image.

Glory to the Hidden One
Who does not wish for the vigilant to see Him,
But He came down for our sake
To lift us up with Him
To the paradise we had lost.

Blessed are you, O Mary, who has become
A second heaven to God,

He shone through you in all creation,
And fulfilled the words of the prophets,
And suffered on the cross for all of us,
And tasted death
As He pleased,

And He honoured and taught of your remembrance
In the four corners of the world.

So to you we pray
To ask forgiveness from Him
For all the sinners who call upon Him.

O Mary, the blessed mother,

Mother of Jesus the Saviour,

Tell me how you carried
That vision full of awesomeness?

Angelo Hedwan

References : Introduction to the Maronite Faith by Fr Yuhanna Azize and Many Academic Articles
(Hymmns Translated from Arabic to English - The Beth Gazo Maronite )



FW.19 Preparations - Maamoul Making

MaroniteCare Community & Youth Centre Planned Giving Target

. g e Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
Target 2000 Parishioners e throush X T Cord ble st o
made through Direct Debit or Credit Card payments are available at the Parish Office.
$5 ONLY a week

For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on (02) 9689 2899
133 Parishioners Committed Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans: CYPC $4,204, 418.37 Units $1,382, 155.43

Community Business Network Page

UNIT FOR RENT NG

UNIT 6- b8 ALICE ST- HARRIS PARK HARRIS PARK

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bathrooms 4
Walking distance to Bus Stops,
Schools & Church

Call Blueprint: 02 9890 4005

POSITIONS FILLING FAST.

Interested in becoming part of the Nursery | Toddler | Preschool
Community Business Network

¢
Page? Y/

L OAVES TR
[ c— (= — =

your business for the whole

hE di lol 40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150
mont s Ia@o o 'org'au Catering for a" occasions Our Lady of Lebanon Co-CathedraI,

P (02) 8398 1536 Call us now: 02 8898 1550 Lower Ground Level




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 04 August: 9" Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am Sodality Mass

11:00am All living & departed of Mazraat ElTeffah for the
Feast Of St Doumit

5:00pm Nassima Maroun Antonios wife of Antonios Khoury
from Mazraat ElTeffah (died in Lebanon)
7:00pm Youth Mass Followed by BBQ

Monday 05 August
6:00pm Sodality Mass followed by a BBQ

Tuesday 06 August

10:30am Joseph Moussa Tannous from Karm el Mohr and
sympathy on Saturday, Sunday and Monday 3, 4, 5 August
from 6.00pm to 9.00 pm at Karm el Mohr Hall 4 Blaxcell St,

Granville

Wednesday 07 August
7:00pm First Maronite Mass celebrated by Fr Rony Maree,

nephew of Msgr Shora Maree, followed by a cocktail

Sunday 11 August: 10" Sunday of Pentecost
11:00am Sultana Naim Khattar from Hadchit
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Announcements

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST!

An exciting opportunity has become available for an
experienced Café Manager to oversee our Five Loaves Café.
Hospitality, managerial and business experience is essential.

Immediate start available for the right candidate. Please
send your expression to info@olol.org.au

— — — =

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST! - Café Manager

OLOL Youth Grand Ball
When Friday 04th October 2019 Venue The Renaissance
Piano Room 3 New St E, Lidcombe Cost $90pp
Contact Chloe 0432781179 Patrick 0478752207

Diocesan Notices

Maronites on Mission International Missionary Trip — January 2020
Maronites on Mission Australia is inviting volunteers for their next missionary trip to the Philippines which will take place from the
5th to the 19th of January 2020. If you are interested in joining please send an email to international@maronitesonmission.com
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F)

\': Ilbrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroon, Izat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad,

1™ Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice &

the Moses Family, Bechara Boutros Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese Melhem, Joseph Melan (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R)
Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros and his
son Kenny Sassine (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Hanna Nemer, Nabih Nassim Saad & his son Emile, Awtel Zaidan & Youssef Tannous lbrahim
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