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Second Sunday After The Glorious Cross

As Jesus came out of the temple and was going
away, his disciples came to point out to him the
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them,
“You see all these, do you not? Truly | tell you,
not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down.” When he was sitting on
the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will this be, and
what will be the sign of your coming and of the
end of the age?” Jesus answered them,
“Beware that no one leads you astray. For many
will come in my name, saying, ‘l am the
Messiah!” and they will lead many astray. And
you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see
that you are not alarmed; for this must take
place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,
and there will be famines and earthquakes in
various places: all this is but the beginning of
the birth pangs.

“Then they will hand you over to be tortured
and will put you to death, and you will be hated
by all nations because of my name. Then many
will fall away, and they will betray one another
and hate one another. And many false prophets
will arise and lead many astray. And because of
the increase of lawlessness, the love of many
will grow cold. But the one who endures to the
end will be saved. And this good news of the
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
world, as a testimony to all the nations; and

then the end will come.
Mt 24: 1-14

owiwo;

Next Sunday’s Readings

Phil 3:17-4:1
Mt 24: 23-31

Brothers and sisters,
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are
of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ
has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died. For since death came
through a human being, the resurrection of the
dead has also come through a human being; for as
all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he hands over the
kingdom to God the Father, after he has
destroyed every ruler and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” When all things are
subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to the one who put all things in
subjection under him, so that God may be all in
all. If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be deceived:
“Bad company ruins good morals.” Come to a
sober and right mind, and sin no more; for some
people have no knowledge of God. | say this to
your shame.

1Cor 15: 19-34

Jesus Christ our Lord, make us worthy to
honour your life-giving Cross with joy and
gladness. May we carry it, proclaiming with
the Church: “Your Cross is our refuge and our
glory”. To You be glory and thanks, for ever.

Amen.

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word  True To Ourselves

lsife is a long journey that has temptations along the way, but
the goal is to be true to ourselves. This Sunday’s Gospel

passage has Jesus warning us not to give into lies, deceit and
temptations.

Jesus was leaving the Temple when ‘his disciples came to point
out to him the buildings of the temple’ (v1). Imagine that scene.
What do you think the disciples are pointing out and saying?
We can probably guess they were bragging about the enormity
of the temple and its spaciousness, the extravagancy and
probably corruption too that was happening, or maybe they
were discussing who was going in and who was coming out etc.
Jesus shuts them down and later offers warnings about
misleading information, destructive thoughts and behaviour.
The scenario is no different today.

Jesus has left the temple — what was meant to be a holy place
of prayer. The disciples also leave the temple but are more
interested in gossiping about the temple building itself. We too,
when we leave a church, have we left as Jesus did, in a spirit of
prayer? Or like the disciples, upon leaving the place of worship,
we begin to comment on people, problems, extravagance, etc.

The point is, we listen too much to other things, we make
comments based on immediate perceptions, we listen to words
that have no real substance and we get swallowed body, mind
andhsoul into lies, deceit and propaganda that are far from the
truth.

Jesus warns us about drifting on the tide of current trends. In
order to save ourselves, we need to focus on God, listen deeply
to our hearts and discern the truth. That alone should garner
our whole attention. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Corner

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On this second Sunday after the Feast of the Exaltation of Glorious Cross we are in a
certain way provoked with another rather challenging Gospel passage. Today’s Gospel

depicts the sad state of the world that we live in and we often wonder why there is so
much despair and misery. It speaks of wars, famine, earthquakes, torture, hatred and
death, false prophets and betrayal, lawlessness and loss of love. It is a rather pessimistic
picture! If we look around us, not much has changed. We are still challenged with the same

Don’t Go Alone

The temple was a pile of rubble when
Zerubbabel was called to rebuild it. It was
a huge undertaking, so God told him: “it
is not by force nor by strength, but by My
Spirit”, says the Lord ... Nothing, not even
a mighty mountain, will stand in
Zerubbabel’s way”. When God calls you,
you need to know:

_A

(1) You may have to walk alone. God uses you, people is made
perfect often assume you're in weakness strong and don't need
anything. They don't realise you're just a regular person who's
half scared to death at times, and who's more amazed by your
success than they are. And when nobody stands with you or
ministers to you, you become vulnerable to discouragement.

(2) You need God's help or you're in trouble. Samson discovered
this: 'He awoke from his sleep and thought, I'll go out as before
and shake myself free." But he did not know that the Lord had
left him. Then the Philistines seized him.' (Judges 16:20-21 NIV)
God stepped back and let Samson see that it was the Lord doing
it, and not himself. So you must five with a sense of
dependence on God.

(3) It's God's power, not yours, that makes the difference. Yes,
it's not about you! If you're waiting for God to give you
super-amazing superpowers before you decide to get into the
fight, you're not going to experience victory. God's 'strength's
made perfect in weakness: (2 Cor 12:9) God takes your
inadequacies and performs supernatural feats through you. And
that only happens when you say, lord, | don't see how You
could do this through me.' but I'm trusting You to.' That's when
He gets involved!

Vision 180

“Not One Stone Will Be Left Here Upon Another!”

issues, however in a different context. The biggest challenge to us as Christians today is

our identity. Society is using our God created identity to tell us that we no longer need to worry about this if we “feel” that
our identity is something different. The whole debate about gender theory which we are being threatened with is what
society is using to eliminate God. When we start playing with the gifts that our creator has given us, we start playing the
role of God. Unfortunately, these “false prophets” are leading “many astray”.

o it would seem that Jesus has every right to declare that not one stone will be left upon another in the Temple? Is this
because he wishes to harm? Or it is in his nature to destroy? Or is it because he has another purpose, to build a live Temple
in which He lives and frees humanity; returning it to its roots and its freewill, its happiness and its victory over its evil ways,
so that it can begin anew in a journey that activates the joy and care of God? The Temple with Jesus is no longer made of
stone, rather it is a heart that pumps love, peace and self-giving.

For this reason we see Jesus advising us to go beyond our limited humanity and all the passions and barriers that it entails.
Humanity should strive to express its abilities and talents for the good work that reflects the presence of God, His favour
and richness. Because the Lord requires a lively Temple rather than a stone one, full of security and tranquillity, victory and
fertility, vigil and care, to actuate the fruits of His holiness, its purity and liveliness. No longer is the stone Temple the
ultimate goal for God to dwell with us. It is no longer the place that gathers and unites humanity. However, Jesus has
transformed it to a lively place that he will live in and in it he will be the eternally living sacrifice that is offered for the
redemption of humanity and its return to the port of salvation, so that it can truly be the place in which God dwells and
through it reflect His abilities, His greatness and His richness. Let us be vigilant in combating all the attempts to eliminate
God from our lives.
Blessings From Lebanon,
Father Tony Sarkis



of The Week

Article

In a world that invites us to celebrate life by enjoying ourselves and by making a change that goes
along with everyone’s own personal, political and social interest, God is put aside. He is no longer
the centre of our life therefore our hearts darkened, we become selfish, arrogant and merciless ...
we lose our humanity.

That invitation to life turns out to be an invitation to death. A motivation to leave God behind and
move forward carrying with us our ego, lust, desires and greed but what does it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? (Lk 9:25). Abandoning God and living for
oneself tastes amazing at first as it makes us feel as though we own the whole world. A fake
freedom and happiness reign in our life but that does not last for good. At a certain point and at a |}
certain time, we will wake up and then the true face of evil will envisage itself. A painful discovery
of the solitude of one’s soul comes to light with a suffocating heartache, despair, loss and disgust.
The disguised joy, hope, power and richness give their true fruit, the fruit of the devil who lures the children of God for
whom, in order to redeem their souls, Jesus paid his blood upon the Cross.

The soul is fearful, shaken and hopeless. It starts to look for ways to regain that happiness and satisfaction yet sadly away
from God. It reaches out to drugs, porn, alcohol and the list goes on, however, the soul’s state of brokenness will only
deteriorate.

It is dark, the storm is at its fullest and the waves are too high: there is no hope, the soul assumes, yet, a voice comes from
heaven: “I AM”.

Instead of the soul crying out to God, the opposite happens: “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). He will give the rest for the suffocating soul and will restore its health. He is the giver of the
TRUE freedom, happiness and worth.

Oh my soul, cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you. Commit your way to Him, trust in Him and He will give you

rest and do the rest.

Come Alive

Who are leaders? What is the
role of a leader? Why is being a
leader so difficult in todays
world? Are some of the topics
discused in the last Come Alive
session of Term 3.

One of our very own teens
Robert Eid from year 11 spoke
to the teens about this topic as
a surprise guest speaker and
was outstanding in ;
outlining the guiding role of '
leaders in todays world, being the Pope, Teachers and Holy/
Good pubilc figures. He outlined the means in which we
should model their behaviour and then become leaders of
our own lives, not relying on the social stigmas, trends and
conforming to societies that dont bring us closer to God.

Also the leades of the past were a critical topic in Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, mostly having Jesus as the best

exemplar for a holy Christian life and a life fitting to enter
heaven.

A very good analogy mentioned was the Teacher and the
Student, where a very important test is taken, but the
students were given a cheat sheet. Hence they were
expected to pass and achieve. The same applies to our lives
a??fsociety, we are the students of the world, sitting the test
of life.

We claim its to hard to be Christians and faithful leaders of
our own lives, yet we are given the cheat sheet, that is the
Word of God, the bible. So if you ever feel like being a leader
in good works is too hard, always go back to the cheat sheet,
the bible, and read, study and understand it deeply, and the
answers will come and be clear to you. The teens enjoyed
this session and the entire term as well and cant wait to
start again in the next term. God bless and Lead Faithfully.

Nathan Eid
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Angelo Hedwan

Family Corner - A Day For God

Recently, the Women’s Faith ¢
Formation group attended the
yearly retreat arranged by the[
Family Committee. The theme ||
was: “In peace | will lie down
and sleep, for You alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.” il g
Ps 4:8. The first talk was | i
“Peace, a path to holiness”. &
“Why do we find it so hard to
lie down and sleep in safety?”
The answer: “The need to be in
control”. We forget Jesus’
fundamental truth: “Apart from me, you can do NOTHING.” - Jn
15:5. We were then presented with ways of letting Jesus act in us,
being careful with what we allow our minds to be filled with, the
different types of guilt, how to tackle them and how to overcome
anxiety.

The second talk was entitled “Peace begins with a smile” - Mother
Teresa. It covered ways to deal with sadness and the importance
of cheerfulness. After lunch, a skit was presented about “The
Serenity Prayer”. Do we really understand it? What does serenity
mean? How do we surrender to God? It was a great way to bring
some light hearted but relevant humour into the day.

In the final session, Father Tony Sarkis presented “The

Eucharist is the ultimate source of peace and joy”. This covered
the most important part of The Mass; i.e. the Fraction, Signing,
Sprinkling, Mingling and Elevation of the Eucharist. It helped
reinforce “If you could comprehend all the good things contained
in Holy Communion, nothing more would be wanting to content
the heart of man.” - St John Vianney.

The day concluded with Adoration and Sunday Mass. It was truly a
spiritually enriching and informative day for all involved.
And for another enriching day, please do join us for the Family
Spiritual Day on 18th November — A day for all the family.

Juliette Ayoub
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Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For further details E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
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Believe — Celebrate — Love
Mention OLOL to receive 15% dis-
count on orders over $300
P 9898 1388
E sales@celebrating.com.au
Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents
www.celebrating.com.au
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 23 September: 2™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am One Year Mantoura Kenaan widow of the late

Fouad Khoury from Saghbine

2:00pm Genvieve Mtanios El Khoury from Bziza wife of
Jabbour Mtanios Mikhael from Hardine (died in Lebanon)

5:00pm 40 Day Boulos Assaad Sleiman from Miziara
7:00pm 40 Day Mansour Aziz Jebrine Mawad from Zgharta
Thursday 27 September

6:00pm Nabiha Chbat widow of the late Nabih Michael

Mannah from Daraya (died in Lebanon)
Saturday 29 September
6:00 40 Day Estephan Hamad Abood from Kfarsghab

Sunday 30 September: 3" Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am One Year Olga Toufic Assali wife of Hamid Boutros
kandalaft from Zgharta

5:00pm One Year Mariam Youssef Nader from Cheikh
Mouhammad-Akkar
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cements

OLOL Music Academy
We are excited to announce Our Lady of Lebanon's music academy.
1 on 1 sessions in Classical Vocals, Contemporary Vocals, Classical
Piano and Contemporary Piano. With fully qualified teachers
Phone Parish office 02 9689 2899 or Email ghadi@olol.org.au

Family Spiritual Day
Theme Mission of the Family in today’s World When Sunday 18 Nov 18
Time 9.30am - 4.30pm Where St Joseph’s Centre, Baulkham Hills
Cost $49/Adult, $35/teen (12-17yrs), $20/child (under 12)
Contact Joanne 0416234003 or E FamilyCommitteeOLOL@gmail.com
Registration closes 25th Oct 18

Diocesan Notices

M 0448 247 336 E tina

Reg

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Australian Maronite WYD Mexico & Panama 12 Jan - 02 Feb 19
Cost $8,500 Registration wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Contact Monsignor Shora P 0418 969 844
E mshora@hillsmaronite.org.au or Tina Salame

salame@hotmail.com

ar Parish Events / Activities

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
Gall gl ol aal jlias) 4ngy el Csgaad JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
gl Sygms — el S Alle
Tuesdays at 7pm
contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

. _Youth Services & Facilities
Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Oﬁ)en 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over
nder 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22

Counselling Service:

Call 1300

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples

Maronite Care Services

White Stone Family Support Services
Is your family impacted by addictions?
Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
assist you

contact: 1300 627 227

s (English/ Arabic)

627 227

Women'’s Well-being Office

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Cancer Support Group
Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antoine Azar, Hanna Azar (B) Boutros Saide El-Boustany & faithful departed, Milia Bou Raidan, Joseph
Saad Boutros (C) Akel Chebat & wife Saideh Chebat (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George, Julie Ghabache (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra
d Moussa and their daughter Malki, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (I) Daas & Wadiha Ibrahim, Khalil Youssef
Issa & wife Marina (J) Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph (K) Mikhael & Hanneh El Khoury & their grandchildren Bassam & Charbel, Afifi EI Khoury, Janette & Boutros El Khoury & lost souls, Linda &
Bourtos Khdeir, Nehme & Eujenia & May & Raymond Khattar, Aunty Evyone Succae & Layla Khoury, Salim & Jamal Khaicy & Family, Yousef & Laila Gittany & Family, Louie Sukari & Family (L) Joe,
Budwi, Raymond Laoulach (M) Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Khalil Mourched & wife Lamia Mourched, Robert Bechara Moussa, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Therese
Melhem, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Elias, Mbaral, Hanneh Mbarak, Chehade Maroun & his son George Maroun (N) Joe Nehman & all the departed (O) (P) (Q) (R) Hanna Rizk & wife Habibe Rizk
& lost souls, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Rose and Joseph Reaich (S) Boulos Sassine & wife Adele, his son Raymond &
daughter Yvette Sassine, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Tony & Michael Salcr, George Sakr (T) Mariam, Tannous Tarral (U) (V) (W)Sajiieh & nephew Joe Wehbe, Youssef
Tannous Wehbe & Wife Sharifeh & son Kareem, Nasr Wehbe & wife Nayfeh Wehbe, Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (X) (Y) (Z) Maroun Zaouk
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