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The Gospel Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost The Epistle

Now as they went on their way, Jesus You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that
our coming to you was not in vain, but though
we had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel
of God in spite of great opposition. For our
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure
motives or trickery, but just as we have been
approved by God to be entrusted with the
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to
please mortals, but to please God who tests our
hearts. As you know and as God is our witness,

has left me to do all the work by myself? Next Sunday’s Readings | \y/a heyer came with words of flattery or with a
Fifteenth Sunday of

entered a certain village, where a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her
home. She had a sister named Mary, who
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what
he was saying. But Martha was distracted
by her many tasks; so she came to him and

asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister

Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord Pentecost pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from
1Thess 1: 1-10 mortals, whether from you or from others,
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are Lk 7: 36-50 though we might have made demands as

apostles of Christ.
But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply
do we care for you that we are determined to
Wheresoever share with you not only the gospel of God but
also our own selves, because you have become
Lk 10: 38-42 we may be, very dear to us. You remember our labour and
toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and

we may %0110 0 day, so that we might not burden any of you

while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.
a1 BV 1 You are witnesses, and God also, how pure, up-

right, and blameless our conduct was toward

worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing. Mary has
chosen the better part, which will not be

taken away from her.”

Receive the Holy Spirit. Let it enflame your

. a life of you believers.
hearts withZeg(al loye of God. Come O As you know, we dealt with each one of you like
Holy Spirit, come. Ignite in me my love of perfect a father with his children, urging and encourag-
. ing you and pleading that you lead a life worthy
Christ, His Church and her children. Grant me, devotion of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and

glory. We also constantly give thanks to God for
this, that when you received the word of God
rejoice in the consolation of Christ who sits at &I LW AN YT that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a
human word but as what it really is, God’s
word, which is also at work in you believers.

1Thess 2: 1-13

Spirit of Truth, to be always wise and to

the right hand of the Father and intercedes

for me. Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Distracted

What is the Maronite Church?

To focus on what really matters in life can be very difficult to
discern, given the many distractions there are.

Today’s Gospel passage presents Martha as busy, distracted
and unhappy. Whereas Mary is presented as at peace,
despite the busyness around her. Yet, many who hear this
story can’t but help side with Martha. Why? Because we are
all guilty of the same thing. We believe our efforts, our doing
good, our work, is most important. Yet Jesus tells us
otherwise.

Jesus is coming to visit Martha and Mary at their home so of
course Martha wants to be very hospitable. So she is
probably cooking, cleaning and preparing. A noble effort of
course, but is it?

We get so caught up with appearances and material things,
which really don’t matter. We think if we haven’t put out the
best silverware and haven’t cooked at least 3 dishes, and if
the house isn’t spotless, then we have failed in our

responsibilities. We have let Jesus, our guest, down. It’s the
same with everything we do. We think our acceptance is
measured by our outcomes — how much we do, how well we
do it and how much we make. But it really doesn’t!

Think of all the special memories that you have. They’re not
about wealth, success or possessions. They are simple things
such as a deep conversation, a look of love, a gentle touch.

Jesus wasn’t going to remember Martha’s food or clean
house. But he would remember the gentle presence of Mary
who sat close to him and listened. So take Jesus’ advice and
slow down and enjoy life, love and company. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

¢ blessed and happy Sunday to all!

feet of Jesus listening to Him.

In the Gospel passage this Sunday, Jesus is calling us to choose the best option available to us —
to listen carefully and to preach His Word, not for ourselves and our own glory but for the glory &

of God who knows the heart of each individual.

tlow do we do this? Firstly, let us look at Mary — the sister, whom in Christs’ presence, sat at
His feet listening to Him. Through Mary’s example, we see that she dedicated time specifically
to sit with the Lord, granting Him the opportunity to talk to her whilst she listens. We too need
to adopt this example in our own lives that have become such a blur with all the running
around that we do. In order to be filled with the Lord, we must constantly and regularly dedi-

Welcome to the 14th Sunday of Pentecost. This week’s Gospel focuses on a passage of Martha
and Mary - the busy sister who seems to be running around and the quiet one who sits at the

The Maronite Catholic Church
professes the same creed (beliefs)
as the Universal Catholic Church.

It is not the only Church which does
so. The largest Catholic Church is
the Latin Catholic Church, which we
often think of as “the Australian
Church”. There are twenty-four
Catholic Churches. In addition to
the Maronite and Latin Churches,
the best known in this country are
the Chaldean, Melkite, Ukrainian,
Syriac Catholic, Syro-Malabar,
Coptic Catholic and Armenian Catholic Churches.

The Mass of the Latin Church is said in the great majority of
Catholic churches in Australia, usually in English, but often in
other languages, e.g. Chinese, Korean, Spanish and ltalian.

So the Mass of the Latin Church is most often celebrated in
translations from Latin, just as our Maronite Mass is hardly
ever all celebrated in Syriac, but in Arabic, English, French,
Portuguese and other translations.

All of these Churches have the same beliefs and faith, but
they express them through their cultures in diverse ways.
The basic culture of the Maronite Church is Semitic (the
Semites were the people who spoke languages such as
Arabic, Aramaic, Hebrew, Phoenician and Syriac). It passes
on the tradition of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who himself spoke
Aramaic (Aramaic was, at that time, the same as the Syriac
language, although it was written with a different alphabet).
The Maronites shared the Aramaic language and culture of
Our Lord’s Semitic world. Our ancient culture is therefore a
direct link to the culture in which Our Lord lived and taught.

Father Yuhanna Azize

Be Still and know that I am God

cate time to sit with Him and listen carefully to what He may be saying to us. We need to once
again develop the skill to listen carefully; to listen with our hearts.

It is only in listening carefully to the gentle voice of Jesus deep within us that we can serve the Lord as Martha did. But

Martha seemed to have failed, for Jesus tells her that her sister had chosen the better option. Therefore, we can ask the
question was Martha really listening to the Words of Jesus? Was her will attuned to the will of God? Sometimes, most
times, we can be like that too — we get so worked up in preparing and running around that we fail to see the small yet very
important things. Martha could have been a great model of Evangelisation, active and empowered — but she was not
listening carefully. We too, have an opportunity to be evangelisers of the Good News, without knocking on the doors of our
neighbours. We first need to listen to the Word and true listening only compels us to go forth, imitating the Word that was
spoken and heard.

Our Feast Week celebrations for 2018 came to an end on the 15th of August with the Feast of the Assumption and what an
amazing 12 days we have had. | would like to sincerely thank all the countless volunteers who have made it a great success.
Yes, we have heard it being said that Our Lady of Lebanon Parish is the largest Maronite Parish in the world but it is so
because of its dedicated volunteers, committees, Pastoral Council and Stewardship Committee. Preparations for Feast
Week 2018 took 3 months from planning to execution and we had in excess of 500 men, women and youth who assisted
over a 2 week period.

In recognition of the efforts of all volunteers, we will be holding a Thanksgiving Mass in honour of all who helped
throughout Feast Week 2018 on the 6th October at 6pm. This will be followed by a Sahra. May the Morning Star, who
embraces our Youth also embrace you and your families.

Fr Tony Sarkis



. e Week

Article of th Who Am I>

Jf Jesus came knocking on your door one day, would you invite Him inside and show your
hospitality or would you rush Him away abruptly because you have “too much to do” and
there’s no time to sit with your Divine guest? What would you do? This question is directed to
all of us, in a spiritual sense more than a physical one. Too often we allow ourselves to become
“busy bodies” and neglect the needs of our soul which hungers for the nourishment of higher
aspirations.

As a wife and mother, | also fulfil several other roles within my vocation in serving the Lord.
Many times I've had to tackle this question regarding my own priorities when my prayer life
was being threatened by an overload of other tasks. In all honesty, | would give anything to be
at the Feet of my Beloved Jesus 24/7, but when other duties call, | must discern and ask God to
arrange my schedule as He wishes. This does not mean that | cannot make time for prayer,
which is a necessity and not an option. It is only through my time in prayer that | am sustained, renewed, inspired, and
encouraged with strength and holy zeal. It is only through my time with Jesus, receiving the Sacraments and adoring
His Real Presence on the Altar, that | can persevere in the roles and duties entrusted to me.

Jt is possible to be both Martha and Mary — making time for Jesus without neglecting the essential duties in our state
of life. | pray that | will have the energy to continue providing for my family’s needs, but | also pray that God will watch
over my family’s needs while | make the time to serve Him. | have always trusted that when | put God “first” in my life,
He puts my family first in His plans also. It is a blessing to have spent time with my children in their growing years,
teaching them the value of love and life. This treasure of sharing the faith with my children and others, reminds me of
Mary listening to Jesus while Martha prepared the meal. Mary chose the better part, according to Jesus. With God’s
help, | continue caring for my family, like Martha, without abandoning my time at the Lord’s Feet, like Mary - with God

all things are possible!

Teens’ Corner

Feast Week has passed!
What an amazing night
it was to be with your
culture celebrating with &
a bbqg and rides, as well
for me, to see my
friends there and to
celebrate the night with
them.

W

There was a lot of great
food and especially the
music at the bottom
carpark. To be able to dance and do the dabke with many
lebanese people, that was honestly very good and it
constantly reminds me of where I'm from. There is no
better experience to share than that with your own
culture.

-OLOL Teens -
PhotoGrid

And to keep it brief, the rides were very fun and
awakening as | got dizzy from many of them, but the main
thing was to have fun with your friends and family, which
is most important, and those were my basic highlights of
the night.

Also | think our church is doing an amazing job in keeping
the young generation involved, as we are the future
leaders of our church.

Thank you to all those who organised the bbq night. God
bless you all and have a blessed Feast Day of the
Assumption.

George Anthony Kayrouz

Salwa Elias

Youth Corner

“Embrace our Youth, O Morning Star”, the theme for this
year’s Feast Week celebrations.

We find ourselves allured to the nurturing characteristics
and love of our Mother. Her embrace comforts us,
“sinners find refuge, the sick a cure, the distressed
sanctuary, the sorrowful solace, the travellers a compan-
ion”. It is through Our Lady we are guided to her Son,
Jesus, because in Him alone do we find salvation.

The love our Parishioners have to Our Lady was evident
through the vast amounts of volunteers who assisted
during Feast Week. This year’s Feast Week celebrations
would have not been a success without our volunteers. In
particular, the Youth who devoted their time in various
tasks such as set up, food prep, clean up and pack up.
Their help assisted in the edification of our Church. Their
passion was an example to many, true leaders and
Disciples of Christ, imitating the dedication and love of
Our Mother — thank you!

With the completion of year’s Feast of the Assumption
celebrations, we ask Our Lady to “embrace our Youth,
protect our children from trouble, empower them to
defend their faith and grant us light and strength. AMEN”

Joanne Elias



Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page? Protectyourloved ones.

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month. Make§ure1,purassetsend
For further details E media@olol.org.au or P (02) 8898 1536 Upin the rght hafids
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS &9,...;\1\ CAPAKY
Sunday 19 August: 14 Sunday of Pentecost Bpainll f1a) (e ) al) taf 14 Y
9:30am 40 Day Hend Elias Bechara wife of Antonios ) T L. t
S Chug gy Castishil dag) Bl Geld) 28 dagajall (sl 4:F
Jreige Youssef from Karm El Mohr
el S e
11:00am Qne Year Georgette Elias from Peir Jannine Osdl s Aag) Onin U e ool Cunpea Aaspall ldl VY ie e
wife of George Layoun from Beit Mellat B DI
5:00pm One Year Najib Youssef Nakad from Kfardlakos OBV S (e 2 (g cund agaall Al 000w
‘,a_\ Yy f-la.uji\
Wednesday 22 August .
7:00pm 40 Day Annie Kostantine widow of the late e in Caus asaoall Aol cplaidand T dagaall Gsapf Vin s
Youssef Barbar Moussa from Kfarsghab i i€ e
Thursday 23 August T
6:00pm 40 Day Watfa Daniel Saab widow of the late )
Fares Abi Fares from Hadath El Jebbeh 2 o0l asapall Aoyl aria Jlils addag dagayall gyl ae
Friday 24 August Lall das (e o)l
6:00pm 40 Day Wahib Boutros Alwan from Ayto o Y dnaal
sl e olsle Gula cus asasall Gsaal e
Saturday 25 A.u.gust: (Yo e
6:00pm All Livings and Departed of Kfarsghab for the
Feast of St Awtel ool ye Analiey Qlia )5S ol Gilsaly sl 45 e (ulad vee s
sl
Sunday 26 August: 15 Sunday of Pentecost spaind (i (i pie (pualdl) 22Y) i) YR oY)
5:00pm 40 Day Nakhile Yaacoub Chahine widow of the | (Llas () asmyall Alojl ald sy LSS dagayall (ygmasf 020 s
late Elias Mikhael Sawan from Kfarhabou ) .
538 (e (e

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Mexico - Panama 12 - 30 Jan 19
Week 1 - Building a home for the poor and Pilgrimage to Shrines - Mexico Week 2 - World Youth Day - Panama City
Cost $9,500 inc Airfares & Twin Share 4 Star Hotel Accomodation|
Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun | Info Night Sun 29 Jul at 8.15 pm at St Charbel’s Punchbowl

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events ) Senior’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514 it H
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746 A o - grt\lwtileif: Senl.ors. i
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008 Cuindl ) Gl sa) Jlias] degs Gl Cegpald S
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899
Children’s Events Adult’s E Family of The Divine Word
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term) Ar:b?csCI:sizz? AedY) A Alile
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807 Mondavs 7om - 9' m Tuesdays at 7pm
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115 contact Fr Be¥nar§ 0411%11 807 contact the Parish Office:
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am 02 9689 2899

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre Is vour family impacted by addictions?
Open 10am-10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. | Counsellors Psyc‘{wolopgists & Social Workers can
Under 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples ’ 2
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30;;m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

All the departed souls, All the lost souls, , All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter

Y] Malki, Anthony Moses & the departed of the Moses Family, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Assaf Nader Fares, Bernadette Tanna, Boutros Kozhaya
: Sassine, Eid Semaan & Wife & Children, Emil Rizk, Family of Abdou Kastoun, Elain Kastoun, Fouad Wehbe, Marie Wehbe, Mourched Wehbe, Jamileh
Chimouel, Jamil & Labibe Roumanus, Hanna Assaad el Chidiac, Elias Assaad el Chidiac, Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Jamil Nehme, Mahibeh Neh-
me, Sihan Nehme, Denise Nehme, Joseph Lewoon, Kliana Marbo, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia
Bou Raidan, Majid George, Maurice & Martha, Jamil Haddad, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Robert Bechara Moussa, Rouhana & Elaine
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