Sunday 12 August 2018

The Gospel

Jesus went on through cities and villages,
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the
kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, as
well as some women who had been cured of evil
spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene,
from whom seven demons had gone out, and
Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and
Susanna, and many others, who provided for
them out of their resources. When a great crowd
gathered and people from town after town came
to him, he said in a parable: “A sower went out to
sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the
path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air
ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up,
it withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked it.
Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it
produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he
called out, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”
Then his disciples asked him what this parable
meant. He said, “To you it has been given to know
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others |
speak in parables, so that ‘looking they may not
perceive, and listening they may not understand.’
“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. The ones on the path are those who have
heard; then the devil comes and takes away the
word from their hearts, so that they may not be-
lieve and be saved. The ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy.
But these have no root; they believe only for a
while and in a time of testing fall away. As for
what fell among the thorns, these are the ones
who hear; but as they go on their way, they are
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of
life, and their fruit does not mature. But as for
that in the good soil, these are the ones who,
when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest
and good heart, and bear fruit with patient
endurance.

Lk8:1-15

Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings

Fourteenth Sunday of
Pentecost

1Thess 2:1-13
Lk 10:38-42

Let us run to
Mary,
and, as her
children, cast
ourselves into
her arms with

a perfect

confidence
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The Epistle

And so, brothers and sisters, | could not speak to
you as spiritual people, but rather as people of
the flesh, as infants in Christ. | fed you with milk,
not solid food, for you were not ready for solid
food. Even now you are still not ready, for you are
still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy
and quarrelling among you, are you not of the
flesh, and behaving according to human
inclinations? For when one says, “l belong to
Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you
not merely human? What then is Apollos? What is
Paul? Servants through whom you came to
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. | planted,
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
So neither the one who plants nor the one who
waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth. The one who plants and the one who
waters have a common purpose, and each will
receive wages according to the labour of each. For
we are God’s servants, working together; you are
God’s field, God'’s building. According to the grace
of God given to me, like a skilled master builder |
laid a foundation, and someone else is building on
it. Each builder must choose with care how to
build on it. For no one can lay any foundation
other than the one that has been laid; that foun-
dation is Jesus Christ.

Cor3:1-11

Lord Jesus, when | think of God’s precious love
for me and His gracious blessings over my life,
| can’t help but fall to my knees and praise His
holy name. Empower me with the help of your
Holy Spirit to overcome every obstacle that
arises in my life. Make your home in my heart

Lord Jesus as | place my trust in you. Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795
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The Gosbel The Assumption of the Virgin The Enpistle

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for fast tOIWh:ft |s'good; Iodve one anothir W'Fh
he has looked with favour on the lowliness mutug affection; outdo .one another in

. showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent
of his servant. Surely, from now on all gen- in Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your
erations will call me blessed; for the Mighty hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
One has done great things for me, and holy prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear saints, extend hospitality to strangers.

i ) ) Bless those who persecute you; bless and
him from generation togeneration. He has do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
shown strength with his arm; he has rejoice, weep with those who weep.
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their Rom 12:9-15
hearts. He has brought down the powerful
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty. He has : .
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance COMe in peace, O Temple of the Holy Spirit, you are the

of his mercy, according to the promise he dwelling place of God the Most High!

made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to Come in peace, O Spiritual Ladder seen by Jacob; through you
his descendants forever.” we climb to the heights above the power the power of suffering
Lk 1: 46-55 and death!

Come in peace, O pure Mother, you gave birth to God the
Word and carried the heavenly King in your womb!

Light from the Word The Assumption

Mary’s Song of Praise, the Magnificat, greets us on this Feast of her Assumption. It’s a wonderful song that
expresses one’s love for such an astounding God.

The Magnificat captures the experience of every Christian who has known God. It sings of joy and praise because
God has stepped into our personal lives and turned things around for the better.

Mary’s song expresses the hope and joy of those who were opposed, down or anguished in anyway and have
found their freedom and hope in God.

God’s miracles aren’t about moving mountains and splitting seas. God’s wonderful actions, as Mary knows, are in
smaller daily events, where unexpectedly justice, truth, freedom and peace reign over what was chaotic. God
acts unnoticed, quietly, lovingly. And when we truly open our eyes and ears, we notice the workings of God,
interwoven with our lives, at every moment and every day.

Mary’s song of praise, bursts forth from a heart that has been seared with God’s overwhelming love. Mary knows
God as compassionate and all-embracing and she invites us into this beautiful experience of God. So come,
magnify the Lord. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF



The Servant’s Word

“Embrace our Youth O Morning Star”

This is the theme we have chosen for this year’s Feast of the Assump-
tion at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. Why?

Mary is given the title of Morning Star because she was the first to
respond with a humble yes to God’s plan of salvation. Explained [Hu
through earthly terms, the morning star is the first light in the dark of e
the night,
signifying the arrival of a greater light, the Sun. Applied to our faith, . . &
Mary became the first light, the first ray of hope; the deliverer of the |
greatest light, her Son Jesus. And just as the Sun outpowers all other
sources of light, so too in the case of Mary and Jesus the same also
happens. When Christ is born, His light radiates so powerfully that the light of the Morning Star
becomes one with His light. This is not to say that Mary no longer had a role or was thrown to the side once she
gave birth, rather she became ONE with the true source of light, Jesus. And just as the morning star, during
daylight hours, cannot be seen but we know it is still there, so too, is the case between Mary and Jesus This is
evident in the life and ministry of Jesus and at His Passion, Death and Resurrection, where we see Mary always
and ever-present with Him. The Morning Star does not try to outshine the Son nor does it take away from His
Ir.‘ight, rather she becomes a part of it allowing the True Light to embrace her so that she also reflects the Light of
er Son.

This brings us to the next explanation of our theme Embrace our Youth! The word “embrace” means “to hold
someone closely in one's arms, especially as a sign of affection”. Just as Mary holds Christ affectionately in her
arms and just as Christ also holds His mother in His arms, so too we ask the Morning Star to embrace our youth —
the beacons of light — that will continue to shine in our Church. The verb embrace can also mean to “include or
contain something or someone as an integral part.” Just as Mary, the Morning Star was included and contained
as an integral part in the True Light who is Christ, so too we implore her asking that our Youth be contained as an
integral part in the Church and ultimately in the mission and life of Christ. The focus on the youth was a
deliberate occurrence as The Australian Bishops have identified the liturgical year of 2018, beginning on the

3rd December 2017, as a national Year of Youth. The Year of Youth invites the Church into dialogue about the
importance and life-giving presence of young people in the Church and society.

The Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady, the Mother of the Saviour, is a masterpiece in the plan of Salvation and
in the work of the Holy Trinity: Mary, the Morning Star is the daughter of the Father, the Creator of the Universe.
She is also the Mother of the Son, the True Light of the World. Finally, the Morning Star is the Bride of the Holy
Spirit, the heat that dissipates from the Son and fills our entire being. The love of the Father filled her, the grace
of her Son saved her and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit sanctified her. So we ask of her throughout our Feast
Week celebrations that our Youth emulate her example in thought, in word and in deed.

On behalf of His Excellency, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, all the Clergy and staff of Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral, | would like to thank all our 2018 Feast Week sponsors, volunteers and all those whoc‘:)rayed for
tfllle success of the Feast and | wish you, our youth and all our families a blessed and joyous Feast. God bless you
all.

Father Tony Sarkis

Article of the Week
Nurturing A Good Seed

When we consider the phrase, to nurture a good seed, we notice that it
presupposes that the seed is good in the first place. The same can be said
about a child. To nurture a child is to nurture a good child because children are
created in God’s image and likeness and are therefore good. When children
grow to become bad, it is the fault of adults indeed. As adults, we all make this
mistake of criticising a child for doing something bad.

Sure a child who does something bad must be disciplined, however, the real
mistake is when the adult fails to take responsibility for their child’s bad
actions. When we look at the essence of a child, we see qualities so admirable that adults should aspire to.

In a child, we see purity, innocence, honesty, dependency, trustworthiness. We see goodness. It is through the
examples of adults that a child learns impurity, vulgarity, dishonesty, arrogance and disloyalty. It is therefore no
wonder that Our Lord would always use children as examples of the qualities to inherit the Kingdom and sternly
warn those who would lead the little ones astray of the severe consequences they will face.

The Venerable Fulton Sheen once said, “When a child is given to his parents, a crown is made for that child in
Heaven, and woe to the parents who raise a child without consciousness of that eternal crown!” May we always
remember that a child is a good seed and take seriously our responsibility as adults to nurture them.

Matthew Semaan



Reflection of the Week

“Embrace our youth, O Morning Star”

Mary is the Morning Star, first, because when the Morning Star appears in the night sky, | £
we know that the Sun is about to arise and to dispel the darkness. The sun, of course, is a
symbol of Our Lord. He aﬁplied this symbol to Himself, saying twice in the Gospel of St
John: “I am the Light of the World” (8:12 and 9:5&. Further, at the Transfiguration, “His
face shone like the sun” (Matthew 17:2). This symbol of the sun was first applied to God
in the Old Testament, for the Psalmist says: “The Lord God is a sun and a shield” (Psalm
84:11), and in the Book of Malachi, it is Christ who is referred to as the sun in this
prophecy: “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go
forth ...” (Malachi 4:2).

Jf Christ is the Sun, then His Mother is the Morning Star, a beautiful symbol of how |
Mary, by her agreement, facilitated the appearance of her Son. The lesson we can draw
from this is can be put it another way: “Through Mary to Jesus”.

)

Secondly, Mary is the Morning Star because, in the Middle East, it was said that the e
Morning Star often brings with it a shower of rain. In the case of Our Lady, the rain is the grace of God.

Third, the Morning Star is also the Evening Star — they are both the planet Venus. Just as Our Lady was present at the birth
of the Lord, so too, she was present when at His death, standing in sorrow at the foot of the Cross. Mary, patron of newly
bagtisefd childlren, she is also the patron of the deceased. We Maronites sing her hymn, the “Ya Oumallah” both at baptisms
and at funerals.

Fourth, the Morning Star does not have light of its own: rather it receives its light from the sun, but because of where it is
in the sky, it reflects that light like a mirror, and so shines so softly and clearly.

Contemplating the mystery of Our Lady, St Ephrem said that: “Whoever has love will wonder at her.” It is when we can
behold her with love, when we take our hearts to her, that we are able to call her our mother, and ourselves her children.
Our Lady is always yearning to receive us as her children. She is always watching for us, always waiting for us to come to
her, to take those steps to her, to imitate her example, to pray for her intercession, and to listen to and obey her Son.

Mary is the Mother of our Youth, and they are her children. They shall come to her when they feel both their need and her
love which will answer their need. They shall come to her when they realise the value of her humility, the greatness of her
lowliness which led the Father to look upon her with favour. It is this humility which makes us see that to achieve holiness

in our actions, our thou%hts and our words, we need more than we can bring from ourselves. We must open our eyes to

see that we need divine

Because youth is a time of
mother to our youth. This is the meaning behin
“Embrace our youth, O Morning Star”.

As a parent | feel blessed to be a
part of such a vibrant parish and
. | active committee. Our church is our
second home a place with open
doors that | always feel welcome
and at peace.

#Having attended this Parish as a
child, being wed in the Parish and then baptising my children
and seeing them receive their First Holy Communion in this
Parish are monumental moments. | look forward to my
children enjoying the benefits of so many spiritual and social
offerings as they journey through their teenage and adult years
'(cjo the possibility of my children being wed in this Parish one

ay.

Feast week brings so many Maronites young and old together.
This is in addition to Sunday masses, bible studies, play groups,
Fersen, Teens as well as all the other extra-curricular activities
the church offers such as the mission work and opportunities
to be on or help as part of the different committees. This week
is a culmination of the energy that is generated by all the
people in the church groups volunteering their time, especially
the youth who with love and passion serve the parishioners
with humility and charity.

May Mother Mary continue to watch over our Priests and
parishioners so we may journey with faith for many years to
come.

Don’t forget to visit the Family Committee’s book stall this
weekend for some great spiritual material and
additional food for the soul’.

elp: the grace of God and the example of His mother and the saints.

%]rowth, of Iearninﬁ, and of formation, that Kouth need Our Lady, and Our Lady seeks to be
the theme for Feast Wee

at Our Lady of Lebanon:

Fr Yuhanna Azize

The saint from the Southern Land!
8t Mary Mackillop is Australia’s first Saint |
and as part of the Feast of the Assumption
it seems very fitting her feast day falls in
the middle of our feast week celebrations.
She was born in 1842 in Melbourne the
daughter of Flora and Alexander
Mackillop. She was the eldest of 8
children. At age 25 she co-founded the
first Australian order of nuns with Fr Julian
Tension Woods, the Sisters of St Joseph or W5
the Brown Joeys for short. o

They lived in poverty and had no property. They founded
schools, hospitals and orphanages as well as providing
shelters for the homeless, former prostitutes and unmarried
mothers.

She suffered many hardships in her life. She was
ex-communicated from the Catholic Church by the Bishop
and wasn’t allowed to be a nun. Died on 8th August 1909.

8t Mary Mackillop, you suffered many times in your life but
you never let that upset you. Give us the same courage and
strength you have so we can live our faith in this Blessed
country. Watch over Australia and Lebanon and keep from it
all evil. Keep us strong in faith, hope and most importantly,
love! Amen.

Eliana Gerges



Message of Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Feast of the Assumption 2018

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.”

Our Heavenly Father has prepared a very great joy for us, and when we open our
hearts, we can receive it: He has given us His only Son. A great privilege and honour
was also done to us when Jesus saw His holy mother standing at the foot of the Cross
with the beloved disciple. He said to Mary: “Woman, behold, your son!”, and to His
disciple: “Behold, your mother!” (John 19:26-27)

In this way, Our Lord has told all of us who are His disciples to look to Mary and to
see in her our mother. It is when we can behold her with love, when we take our
hearts to her, that we are able to call her our mother, and ourselves her children. Our Lady is always yearning to
receive us as her children. She is always watching for us, always waiting for us to come to her, to take those steps
to her, to imitate her example, to pray for her intercession, and to listen to and obey her Son.

This year’s theme for Feast Week at Our Lady of Lebanon is “Embrace our youth, O Morning Star”. Mary is the
Morning Star because when she appears in the darkness we know that the Sun is about to arise. The sun, of
course, is a symbol of God. As the Psalmist says: “The Lord God is a sun and a shield” (Psalm 84:11). Our Lord
applied this symbol to Himself, saying twice in the Gospel of St John: “I am the Light of the World” (8:12 and 9:5),
while at the Transfiguration, “His face shone like the sun” (Matthew 17:2).

First, the Morning Star; then the Sun. Or, to put it another way: “Through Mary to Jesus”.

Dearly beloved, we will see Mary with wonder when we look with love, and walk with humility. Through her, we
will find God when we accept that the values we need are those which have been given to us by God the Father:
to love Him with all our hearts, mind and strength, and to love our neighbour as ourselves, for the love of God.
You see how beautiful, how altruistic and how good for humanity the faith is. How necessary it is for our country,
and for the world.

| wish you all a Blessed Feast of the Assumption! May Our Lady, the Morning Star, bless your families and shine
Her light upon us all.

Let Us Pray! s

The apostles were gathered at the Virgin Mary's side. As they ‘

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

carried her body, they sang hymns and songs of praise. Hosts
of angels descended, cherubim and seraphim, and they took
Mary's body to the paradise of light. David's words find
fulfillment on the day of this great feast:
Open wide, gates of heaven, for the Mother of the King.

“God has gathered all His graces and called them Mary“

Saint Louis de Montfort
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Candle Light Procession

Feast Week Sponsors
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A Big THANK YOU to our Feast Week Supporters & Donors...
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Anonymous - A&W Packaging - A+W Hollier - Acropolis - Active Forklift -
Antoun’s Construction - Bridge Discount Furniture - Buddy’s Workshop - Celebrating
Double Mac - El Sweetie - Harkola - In Style Temporary Fence & Hire - Jump2U-
Karima Catering Services - Monjay Mezza - Shaiko Construction & Maintenance
Sound Agents - SweetLand - TDP Petroleum Transport - TLC Catering - Tony Francis
Meats

Our Raffle Donors
Adore - Clapetra Boutique - Enviro Waste Services Group -
Life Style Stone - 5 Loaves Café

A Big WELL DONE to our TEAM of Feast Week VOLUNTEERS
To The Feast Week Coordinating Team & to the wonderful team
of Ladies, Men, Youth & Staff for their hard work preparing
the Liturgies, Events, Food, Sweets, Drinks, Logistics,
Volunteers & Traffic Controllers.
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Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page? Protectyourloved ones.

R : He—— gl For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month. Make sure yotr assets end
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sales@celebrating.com.au
Facebook & Instagram
@celebratingevents
www.celebrating.com.au

4 Abion Street, Harris Park, NSW 2150 f
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Robert Bechara Moussa,
Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroun, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Helen George, Colleen Madeline George,
Majid George, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Rouhana &
Elaine Rahme, Joseph Saad Boutros, Eve Stanton, Jamil and Labibe Romanos , Mohsen Hayek & Wife Haifa, Anderson Kabalan Hayek, Georges Elia & Wife
Saidi Elia, Peter & Mary Lichaa, George Sara, Chafika Hawi, Hanane Wahibe, Mounir el Bazouni, Raymond Anjoul, Chmouni Massoud, Diab Tansa, Diby Hawi,
Wadiaa Youssef, Tannous Hady, Linda & Boutros Khdeir, Tannous Abdo & Wife Loulou & Brother Maroun, Mkhayel Badwi el Khoury & Wife Hanneh & Sister
Afifeh,, Akl Chbat & Wife Saideh, Joseph Nehme,Lawrence Maurice Stanton, Bernadette Tanna, Emil Rizk, Youssef Assaad Rizk & Wife Warda Aoun, Elias

Jehjeh & Wife Maryam Jehjeh
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