Sunday 05 August 2018

The Gospel Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost & Transfiguration of Our Lord The Enistle

And Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, there
are some standing here who will not taste
death until they see that the kingdom of God
has come with power.”

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, and his clothes

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth

Next Sunday’s Readings
Thireenth Sunday of
Pentecost

1Cor3:1-11
Lk 8:1-15

could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with
Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three

dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one

for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for :
they wereterrified. Then a cloud overshadowed Amanis

them, and from the cloud there came a voice, no true

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
Mk 9:1-7

Radiant God, source of light, as you surrounded
Jesus with your glory, so you come to us in
penetrating brightness. You catch us off guard and
expose our weakness. We choose the limelight
while you call us to explore the shadows and
brighten the darkness. We seek the spectacular
while you bind up the broken in countless acts of
mercy. We seek to stay on the mountain or in a
comfortable pew while you walk to the valleys of
need. Radiant God, fill us with light and courage to
carry good news into all the corners of the world
and to bring back the joy of your presence. Amen
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Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in
letters on stone tablets, came in glory so
that the people of Israel could not gaze at
Moses’ face because of the glory of his face,
a glory now set aside, how much more will
the ministry of the Spirit come in glory? For
if there was glory in the ministry of
condemnation, much more does the
ministry of justification abound in glory!
Indeed, what once had glory has lost its
glory because of the greater glory; for if
what was set aside came through glory,
much more has the permanent come in
glory! Since, then, we have such a hope, we
act with great boldness, not like Moses,
who put a veil over his face to keep the
people of Israel from gazing at the end of
the glory that was being set aside. But their
minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very
day, when they hear the reading of the old
covenant, that same veil is still there, since
only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this
very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
over their minds; but when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord

is, there is freedom.
2 Cor 3:7-17

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word Change of Mind

This Sunday’s Gospel (Mt 15:21-28 of the Canaanite woman'’s
faith is one of the most powerful stories about women, and
about a change of mind and heart.

In this story Jesus charts a course. His mission is to come to
those who are in need, the lowly Jewish people. However, in his
travels, as he passes town and villages, he finds himself at Tyre
and Sidon (in'Lebanon). So along comes a Canaanite woman
who is a non-Jew but in desperate need of Jesus’ assistance.

Pespite her desperate pleas, the woman encounters 4 types of
rejection:

- In the first instance Jesus, ‘did not answer her at all’ (v23).

- Disciples insisted she leave.

- Jesus then responds to her, ‘1 was only sent to the lost
sheep of the Hose of Israel’ (v24). .

- Jesus again responds, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs’ (v26).

Four times the woman'’s cause is rejected, despite her genuine
Eﬂeas for help. It wasn’t that Jesus was cruel. It was just that up
o now, he had only focussed on the Jewish peoplée. However,
Jbecause of this woman, a seismic change would take place for
esus.

The woman responds, ‘even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from the master’s table’ (v27). She was at rock bottom and all
that was left was her desperation, a hope that there may still be
some good, somewhere.

Jesus is astounded. He is moved deeply by her. Jesus has a
change of heart and mind and experiences a g}Larlr)gly new
insight — why restrict the mission of love and healing. It belongs
to everyone and everywhere.

May we follow this radical mission to be there for one and, all
without passing judgement. And may we follow the radical

woman, knocking an

seeking and asking, until the door opens
for us. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Pearest brothers and sisters,

The feast of the Transfiguration is an important event in the life of Jesus, just like the I
event of baptism. In his epistle to the Corinthians, Saint Paul tells us about the veil while
Saint Mark speaks about the magnificence of the glory of the Lord in his transfiguration.
Many things are required from us so that the Lord makes his transfiguration through us.
This transfiguration requires us to make a big effort and to change our lives in response &

to Saint Paul’s epistle and today’s bible.

How fast the moment of transfiguration went past, yet how marvelous it was! Peter even
forgot that he was still on earth for his sense of happiness was unparalleled. As he saw
face to face the light of God being transfigured in Jesus, he asked “Rabbi” to make that
moment eternal. But the wisdom of God is beyond our understanding. God seemed to be
saying to the apostles in the transfiguration: as for now, since you have experienced this,
go back to the world and continue your journey according to my beloved Son’s

Overcoming Fear 11

‘They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in
the Lord’ (Ps 112:7)

Let's take a look at some of our
most common fears and how we
can overcome them.

Fear of failure. This is the most
common fear of all, and it keeps
us from fulfilling any vision God ¢
may give us. If you look closely at [% {5

the actual consequences of

failure, chances are you'll laugh at the power it wields. Not only are
your mistakes survivable, they're teaching tools that sharpen and
make you a better person. So what if you make a mistake during
your presentation? Nobody's going to shoot you, right? So what if
you miss the mark on the project, or make a mistake in your
calculations? We all want to be perfect, but the fact is we're all
flawed. In reality, your irrational fear of failure and your refusal to
embrace mistakes create far more errors in the long run. When
people refuse to accept the possibility of making a mistake, often
they're reluctant to have someone else check their work or review
the project they're working on. Consequently, they end up making
more poor choices and mistakes, which in turn feeds their existing
insecurities. The path to success is through multiple failures. Failing
doesn't make you a failure-quitting does; not learning from it does;
refusing to get back up when you fall does. The psalmist says, 'They
will have no fear of bad news: their hearts are steadfast, trusting in
the A Lord.' Using the gifts God has given you, step out and take a
risk based on faith, trusting Him for success. If you do, 'You will
have good success’ (Joshua 1:8)

Vision 180

“He did not know what to say; they were so frightened” vk 9: 6)

commandments. There, in the midst of the world, the human lives. It is not enough to

stand by idly, astounded, overwhelmed by what you have seen, but go to your brothers and sisters, and let the
light of God transfigures through your intentions and deeds.

It is important then to ask ourselves: aren’t we all called to let go, be graceful and transfigure where we are so

we can be witnesses to Christ? Aren’t we called to be in our journey like Jesus, a sign of difference to the human

trends, firm in walking up the mountain of life towards the summit of light, despite the often difficult passages

and rugged roads? Hence we say “get up, do not be afraid”! Why is there fear since Jesus is with us,

gﬁcompawin?g us with his Holy Spirit, providing us with his own body in the Eucharist? Isn’t this the truth of the
ristian life?

Wﬁuldn’t you then let the Father transfigure in you his light, peace and reconciliation with yourself before the
others?

We are now in the midst of our celebrations of the feast of our parish which are being held under the theme
“Embrace our Youth O Morning Star.” Please do not miss the opportunity to participate in all the spiritual,
pastoral and social activities as one family, whether we are adult or children, old or young. We participate as one
family united with the Heavenly Father, walking towards the Son on the path that Mary took, for prayer and
social interaction with each other, so we truly live and experience the assumption of Our Lady into heaven.

Father Tony Sarkis



The Good News. .. A Message for All People

Working on a jobsite can be hard work. Constantly waking up before sunrise and coming
home after sunset, battling away all day in a constantly changing and dangerous
environment, fighting the adverse weather conditions, the days only seem to get longer and
tougher as the job progresses. An interesting part of the job is the various tradespeople | get
to meet. Young and old, many of them from different faiths and of various backgrounds.
They all seem to have a story on where they are from and how they came to be working
onsite. When it comes to the question of their faith, many are so strong in their faith that
nothing can phase them, others just don’t seem to have faith or care about it.

On one particular day, early in the cold winter’s morning, some of the workers gathered in

the designated lunch room to make coffee. That’s where | met Luke. Luke worked as a general labourer. He
illegally overstayed his visa and was forced into detention. After 2 years in a detention centre the government
freed him, not without teaching him how to read and write English and gave him an intensive course on
Australian History. Somehow his faith in God was strengthened whilst in the centre. He always wore the scapular
around his neck and had a rosary in his hand. Luke never claimed to be perfect in his faith, in fact he constantly
persisted that he is a sinner and said “l need Jesus’ help”, just as the Canaanite woman said in the Gospel of the
twelfth Sunday of Pentecost.

During lunch break, most of the workers sat down and ate together in the same lunch room. | overheard a
conversation that Luke was having with a fellow Asian plasterer. He was telling him about Jesus and the faith and
the other worker was smiling and laughing while he was explaining to him what he believes. | felt that behind the
smiles and laughter there was a sense of pressure in the air that was lingering, sometimes the awkwardness was
too much and | tried to crack a joke to ease the tension. The conversation went on through lunch. Afterwards |
quickly questioned Luke why he maintained the conversation about Religion for the whole time. He said to me,
“Chris, this man has never heard the Good news about God and | wanted to tell him as much as | can, because we
all deserve to know “

Christopher Bazouni
Heaven On Earth Seniors’ Committee

During difficult and troubled times, it is ’ Peace of the Lord be with us all dear brothers and sisters, in
very easy for one to lose hope and faith. . this joyful occasion of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
We quickly believe that God has aban- . Mary.

doned us. Here is an inspirational poem
about having faith in God. It shows how ‘
God is always with us, especially in times of BN
need: a

The Seniors’” Committee has been participating in preparation
for the Holy Feast.

May the prayers of our Lady and the blessings of God be among
us.

The Footprints Prayer

One night | dreamed a dream.

As | was walking along the beach with my Lord.
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.
For each scene, | noticed two sets of footprints in the Sonia Abi Rached
sand,

One belonging to me and one to my Lord.

After the last scene of my life flashed before me,

| looked back at the footprints in the sand.

| noticed that at many times along the path of my life,
especially at the very lowest and saddest times,

there was only one set of footprints.

This really troubled me, so | asked the Lord about it.
"Lord, you said once | decided to follow you,

You'd walk with me all the way.

But | noticed that during the saddest and most
troublesome times of my life,

there was only one set of footprints.

| don't understand why, when | needed You the most, You
would leave me."

He whispered, "My precious child, | love you and will
never leave you

Never, ever, during your trials and testings.

When you saw only one set of footprints,

It was then that | carried you."

We look forward to see our precious seniors on the 9th of
August at our annual party when we celebrate Holy Mass and
lunch and entertainment God bless us all !

Josephine Albayeh
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Feast Week 2018 Preparations

Feast Week 2018 Sponsors
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time in a young person’s life engaging in a deeper

relationship with Christ. Create excitement this
sacrament when celebrating with family and
friends and decorate your party with balloon
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/ bouquets, vintage prop hire, cake display stands,

backdrops and theming, event and party hire,
popcorn, fairy floss & slushie machine hire.
Mention OLOL to receive 15% discount on orders over
$300
P 9898 1388 | E sales@celebrating.com.au

9635 6615 | INFO@SBTR.COM.AU
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
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Sunday 5 August: 12 Sunday of Pentecost — The Transfiguration of
Our Lord Eve
8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality

11:00am All Livings and Departed of Mazraat El Teffah for
the Feast of St Doumit offered by Mazraat El Teffah
Association
5:00pm 40 Day Naimeh Tansa Khattar widow of the late
Boutros Akar Sleiman from Hadchit
7:00pm Youth Mass followed by Youth BBQ

Monday 6 August: The Transfiguration of Our Lord
Masses 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm

6:00pm SocL ality of the Immaculate Conception Mass for the
40" Anniversary of the Opening of OLOL Church
followed by a Cocktail at the Pastoral Centre — Level 1
8:00pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

Tuesday 7 August
6:00pm One Year Elias Sajih Nachar from Nfaisseh-Akkar

7:30pm Spiritual Talk: “Mary in the eyes of her children”
organised by Family of Divine Word
8:00pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

Wednesday 8 August
6:30pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

7:00pm Mass celebrated for the Feast of St Mary of the
Cross Mackillop

8:00pm English Faith Talk presented by Christian Stephens,”
Mary;]embracing God'’s call and living the joy of her
yout

Thursday 9 August

10:30am Seniors Mass followed by Luncheon at the Pastoral
Centre-Level 1

7:15pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

8:00pm Adoration and Procession of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 10 August

6:00pm Candlelight Procession “Embrace our Youth O
Morning Star followed by Novena, Rosary and Mass

Saturday 11 August

9:30am Arabic School Mass

5:00pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

7:00pm Annual Parish BBQ & Festival Night Rides, Live
Lebanese & English Entertainment, Teens Dance &
Raffle Draw

Sunday 12 August: 13th Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am Family, Fersen and Faith and Light Mass followed by
Rides & Free Sausage Sizzle

11:00am 40 Day Marie Hetti wife of Tony Abdouch from
Chemlan - Allay

3:00pm All Livings and Departed of Zghrta for the Feast for Our
Lady of Zgharta offered by Zgharta Assocaition

5:00pm 40 Day Nawal Estephan Farah from Bhaireh-Toula wife
of George Khalil Mourched from Mazraat El Teffah

6:15pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

Monday 13 August
Masses 7:00am, 8:45am & 6:00pm

11:00am Mass for the intentions of sinners and the sick
followed by Lunch at the Cathedral Hall
8:00am Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

Tuesday 14 August: Eve of the Feast of the Assumption
7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm Masses

8:00pm Novena and Rosary (English /Arabic)

Wednesday 15 August: Feast of the Assumption
7:00am, 8:45am, 11:00am and 7:00pm Masses

7:00pm Solemn Mass of the Assumption celebrated by His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful d?arted whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All' souls in Purgatory, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Robert
~ Bechara Moussa, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef & Ghanaje
,‘“@j Joseph, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
&P Helen George, Colleen Madeline George Maé'id George, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their
daughter Malf(i, Maurice & Martha Jamil Ha dad, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Joseph Saad Boutros, Eve Stanton, Anthony Marmah Moses
! and deceased Moses Family, , Jamil and Labibe Romanos , Bernadette Tanna, Emil Rizk, Youssef Assaad Rizk & Wife Wardeh, Lawrence
Maurice Stanton, Joseph NeF\me, Akl Chbat and Wife Saideh, Peter & Mary Lichaa, Tannous Abboud & Wife Loulou and brother Maroun
Mkhayel Badwi el Khoury & Wife Hanneh & Sister Afifeh, Linda & Boutros Khdeir, George Sara, Chafika Hawi, Hanane Wahibeh, Mounir e
Bazouni, Raymond Anjoul, Chmouni Massoud, Diab Tansa, Diby Hawi, Waidaa Youssef, Tannous Hadi, Peter & Mary Lichaa, Elias Jehjeh &
Wife Mariam Mkhayel, Fares Makhoul and the Khal Family
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