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The Gospel Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost The Enpistle
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Jesus entered Jericho and was passing
through it. A man was there named Zac-
chaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was
rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was,
but on account of the crowd he could not,
because he was short in stature. So he ran
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see
him, because he was going to pass that
way. When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down; for | must stay at
your house today.” So he hurried down and
was happy to welcome him.

All who saw it began to grumble and said,
“He has gone to be the guest of one who is
a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said
to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions,
Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay
back four times as much.” Then Jesus said The most
to him, “Today salvation has come to this . place for God.

house, because he too is a son of Abraham. beautiful Eph 2:17-22
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to creed is the

save the lost.”
Lk 19: 1-10 one we Embrace our Youth O MoRNING STAR

pronounce in Opening Mass Saturday 4 August at 6pm

our hO ur o f OLOL Souk Saturday 4 August at 7pm

Brothers and sisters,

So Christ came and proclaimed peace to
you who were far off and peace to those
who were near; for through him both of us
have access in one Spirit to the Father. So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are citizens with the saints and also

members of the household of God, built

Next Sunday’s Readings
Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost | upon the foundation of the apostles and
Eph3:1-13

Mt 15: 21-28

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is
joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are

built together spiritually into a dwelling

Lord Jesus, have mercy on me, a poor
sinner. Help me to overcome my darkness." Parish BBQ & Festival Night Saturday 11 August at 7pm

Family/Fersen Mass & Fun Day Sunday 12 August from
St Padre Pio 10:30am - 3pm

Feast Day Mass & Hrissi Wednesday 15 August at 7pm

weaknesses and faults, so that You may
always be welcomed into my heart

without reproach. In You alone is Love

Full Program visit www.ololLorg.au

and Mercy brought to perfection. Amen -l ey

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: This Fri 03 Aug from 9:30am - Sat 04 Aug at 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Conversion

Light from the Word

Overcoming Fear |

This Sunday’s Gospel is one of those short accounts of
conversion but it is a great story, which is only found in
Luke’s Gospel.

Jesus comes to Zacchaeus, a rich chief tax-collector who was
disliked by the people. Of course the people had every
reason to be wary of Zacchaeus for his occupation was to
collect heavy taxes from the people, in order to give to the
oppressive Roman regime, and of course it was very likely,
he would pocket some of the money collected along the
way.

There are many reason to avoid or to dislike particular
people or governments, because they are dishonest, unjust,
with no regard for those who struggle, focussed only on
their self-advancement. Zacchaeus represents those people
or regimes or governments who become powerful and
wealthy at the expense of others.

What we learn from this Gospel passage is that proper
response is not to hate or judge or condemn such people.
Jesus does exactly the opposite. He chooses to spend
personal time at the home of such a controversial person.
Jesus shows genuine interest in Zacchaeus, for it is in build-
ing trusting relationships that people grow and mature.
Zacchaeus sensed respect and love from Jesus and this
allowed him to re-assess his own lifestyle.

Zacchaeus promises to give half his possessions to the poor
and pay back four times anyone he has defrauded. Such
conversion can only come about through great acts of love.
So stop judging others and start loving them into new life.
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

who has rid himself of his old image.

The Lord’s meeting with Zacchaeus was not a coincidence. That man who was a tax
collector for the Romans knew that the Master would pass along that road. His

desire to know Jesus made him climb a sycamore tree because he was too short so
he could catch a glimpse of him. The Lord, however, caught Zacchaeus by surprise as
he entered, by himself, the world of that man as soon as he spotted him. Jesus
looked at him and told him that he would like to stay at his place, yet Zacchaeus had

not asked him for anything.

We are now in the eleventh Sunday of Pentecost, the Sunday of Jesus Christ’s visit
to the tax collector, Zacchaeus, to change him and transform him into a new man

You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take
your rest in safety.' (Job 11:18)

Famous people

throughout history have suffered
from phobias. Napoleon Il was
crippled by ailurophobia, an
irrational fear of cats. Queen
Elizabeth | was allegedly
terrorised by anthophobia,

an abnormal fear of flowers.
Billionaire Howard Hughes was
practically incapacitated by mysophobia, a pathological fear of
germs. Both Edgar Alien Poe and Harry Houdini are believed to
have suffered from claustrophobia. Even the father of
psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud, is said to have wrestled with
agoraphobia, a fear of crowds and public places. The trouble is that
many of us deny dealing with any kind of overwhelming fear, and
rarely consider it a serious problem. But the fact remains that our
fears hinder us on our journey towards change, and unless we face
them we'll never reach our God-given potential. Maybe you don't
view the thing that's bothering you as a fear at all. It could be a
feeling or situation you habitually avoid, or leave to others to
handle. Whatever it is, the only way to overcome it is to call it what
it is, confront it, draw on God's strength, and make a decision to
change. And today-and every day-He offers you His strength to do
it. Here's a promise you can stand on: 'You will be 'secure, because
there is hope; you will look about you and... rest in safety (Job
11:18). Where does that promise originate? The Bible-God's
infallible Word! And here's another 'fear not promise: 'Fear not, for
| am with you; be not dismayed; for | am your God. | will

strengthen you, yes, | will help you, | will uphold you with My
righteous right hand’ (Isaiah 41:10).

Vision 180

Zacchaeus, Come down. Hurry, because I am to stay at your house today.’

(Lk 19:5)

Jesus knows that removing a tumour can only be done through a delicate surgery, and that this surgery needs a
skilled physician equipped with sterile instruments and enough time to carry it out successfully. This was what
Jesus did to Zacchaeus, the owner of the house. He stayed at his place long enough to treat him because he saw
his desire to know him and to respond to him and fulfil his request with joy.

tlow happy that man was! His heart was touched by the kindness of that physician, Jesus, who healed him and
he repented. Through that healing, he reclaimed his life which had been torn between the wrath of the Jews, the
hatred of the Pharisees and the contempt of the people for him. He removed the cause of his shame by returning
to each person their right twofold and distributing money to the poor.

We are called to reflect on our daily reality to purify it from impurities and mistakes, transforming it from a reali-
ty of sin to a state of grace, turning the place we are staying in into a place of blessing so the Lord tells us that he
would dwell in it to break our daily bread with him and to make him share in our joy. Do we really overcome all
the difficulties in life to reach salvation through Jesus Christ like Zacchaeus the tax collector did?

On Tuesday 31 July, our Maronite Church celebrates the feast of the 350 Maronite martyrs who were disciples of
Saint Maroun. Those monks who adhered to their Christian faith and were martyred in defending it were a sign
of holiness and light.

The celebrations of our parish feast are drawing near. It is a time for us with Mary as we meet her and gather
around her, praying to God to protect, through her intercession, our youth who are the hope and future of our
Church and parish. Together we pray to her saying “Embrace our Youth O Morning Star.” The program of the
spiritual and temporal celebrations is available at the entrance of the church. We invite you to participate in the
celebrations so together we live the joy of the feast as one united family.

Father Tony Sarkis



A Chance To Start Over Again

Tomorrow is Monday and Mondays are usually the day in which we make a
re-commitment to something we’ve said we would do! The most common

example would have to be dieting, Sunday is the “cheat day” Mondays are the
“I’'m going to start fresh day”.

STARTING

. OVER
#ow do we apply this to the spiritual life? Today’s gospel is a great example of
this. Look at the character of Zacchaeus. Take the time to read the gospel §
again and again, you will see many similarities.

Through the actions of Zacchaeus, like climbing the tree (verse 4) or giving
back more then what he took from people ( verse 8), lets reflect on them for a brief moment. Perhaps initially,
Zacchaeus was curious to know about this Jesus person, maybe he had heard about His miracles and healings,
like us, we often are asking Jesus for healing or a miracle in our own lives, however, we’ve come to know the
Lord, meaning, we don’t ask out of

curiosity, we ask out of faith. Is your faith one that is curious or one that is grounded in faith and reason? To
know the answer, let’s now look at verse 8 where Zacchaeus acts on his faith.

There’s a good chance if you're reading this, you have some relationship with Jesus. To know what your
relationship with Jesus is like, compare it to verse 8; “And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord,
the half of my goods | give to the poor; and if | have defrauded any one of anything, | restore it fourfold.”, now
let’s not necessarily look at the subject matter of what he gives, rather look at the act. Your actions in life dictate
the very foundation of your morals and ethics you believe, which are formed and instructed by the wisdom of the
Church.

80 now to starting over, here’s a quote | always think about “you can take a 1000 steps away from God, but it

only takes 1 to return”, meaning that God is always patiently waiting for us to return to His mercy, He gives us the
choice or free will to choose to return to Him. Let Monday be a starting over, not in the sense of unrealistic goals
which you’ll break in a few days, rather commit to a life of prayer, a life that knows when to take time out and

ask God for guidance and help.

Come Alive Corner

The return of Come Alive |
began with a massive topic.

Satan: The greatest trickster
of all time. This was based on
the devil and his role in our P®
daily lives.

We opened the night with
prayer and then got stuck into |l
the ultimate game of e
Temptation. A row of teens }
were seated with a row of
teens standing behind them
holding a donut on a piece of
string. The teens that were
seated had to try and eat the donut off the string without
using their hands. This showed us that when we see
something infront of us, we go for it straight away
without stopping and thinking of the consequences.

Our guest Sﬁeaker, Tony Mattar, led the talk and
explained that the simplest of tasks we dont do or carry
out, is a temptation that we have given into. For example,
if I'm too lazy to study when | know | have an exam
coming up, Ive given into that temptation, and have lost
the battle.

We also learnt about the %reat battle between St Michael

the Archangel and the fallen angels, and ways in which

we can combat temptations in our daily lives. The best

way is to attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and

rReceiving Christ in the Eucharist. Along with the Holy
osary.

- Come Alive -
PhotoGrid

The night ended in prayer and reflection, with teens
praying the prayer to St Michael the Archangel, and with
that, reflecting on the temptations and struggles they
face in their own lives, and ways in which they can
overcome and fight those temptations.

”2‘ you invoke the Blessed Virgin when you are tempted,
she will come at once to your help, and Satan will leave
you

Al Stephan

| As we approach feast week

Tony Mattar

at our ever growing parish,
it is the perfect time to
reflect on the importance
that Mary plays in our lives
as Maronites. There is
often a misconception that
we worship Mary however
this could not be further
from the truth. In our
prayers we are called to
venerate Mary, and ask for k
her intercession on their behalf as our prayers are offered to
Jesus through Mary.

)
=N

Yet this begs the question, why don't we just pray to Jesus
directly instead of praying to Mary? Ask yourself this question,
have you ever asked someone else to pray for you? Why did
you do this instead of going directly to Jesus? We ask her to
pray for us just as you would ask a friend to pray for you, yet
being the mother of Christ her prayers do indeed play a central
role in interceding within the kingdom of God.

During the MYQ’s Faith on Fire in May, the four dogmas of
Mary were explained to all those who were present. They are
as follows: Mother of God, Immaculate Conception, Perpetual
Virginity and the Assumption. These four dogmas, affirmed by
the Church, highlight Mary’s personal relationship with God
and the role that she plays in the salvation of mankind.

Let us call upon our Mother in heaven to guide us to the true
teachings of the Church, as we strive to understand her true
role and importance in our faith.

God bless you all.
Charbel Dagher
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Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for
the whole month.
For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au or
Contact us on (02) 8898 1536

Believe — Celebrate — Love
Celebrating the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy
Communion and Confirmation recognises a special
time in a young person’s life engaging in a deeper
relationship with Christ. Create excitement this
sacrament when celebrating with family and friends
and decorate your party with balloon bouquets,
vintage prop hire, cake display stands, backdrops
and theming, event and party hire, popcorn, fairy
floss & slushie machine hire.

Mention OLOL to receive 15% discount on orders over $300
P 9898 1388 | E sales@celebrating.com.au
Facebook & Instagram @celebratingevents

www.celebrating.com.au



mailto:sales@celebrating.com.au
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Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS gg,u‘\ﬂ CAPAKY
Sunday 29 July: 11 Sunday of Pentecost Bpaial) () (e gdal) aY): jedi Y4 aaY)
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5:00pm 40 Day George Makhoul Hachem from Akoura Dl e plel) dsde s psadl u}"?

Friday 3 August . e . @l ¥ dxal
6:00pm 40 Day Kamele Fayez Sahyoun from Kfarfou widow s agapall Alol 5888 (e oagaa U JLS “-AP);““ Gsmpl Ve
of the late Hanna Khattar Abi Khattar from Mejdlaya Waae e b ol Hlad
7:30pm Boulos Assaad Sleiman from Miziara (Aabbour) (0l B A5) Ble o (”_,Qi) Olasles el Ll asayall Vivs
(died in Lebanon) v ' B
Saturday 4 August el
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6:00pm Opening Mass — Feast of the Transfiguration ‘;“n e ‘@M‘g\ oalall 2

7:00pm OLOL Souk Night, Market Festival Featuring, BOyS LS ¢ Limipe lesia «¥ssle ¢ (35 OLOL 7:00

Bearded Bakers from Knafeh, Car Show and live

; b Slabyy Shls (e
entertainment

Sunday 5 August: 12 Sunday of Pentecost— The Q) Aot ae A~ Byainl (0] (e e (B aal) il © sl
Transfiguration of Our Lord Eve lgaly (mpay slal LAY o lf 45 e Juldd Az

8:00am The living and departed of the members of Sodality ) . . . . )
ol ve donliey ~ L8l e de Dlgalg elial A e ulB VY20

11:00am All Livings and Departed of Mazraat El Teffah for the
° ° :\émﬂ\ a2 _L:\.Ajm

Feast of St Doumit offered by Mazraat El Teffah Association
A i A k! 4“ AT R A . i [
5:00pm 40 Day Naimeh Tansa Khattar widow of the late Boutros Ko g psmdl Aol s il Aagni Zogapall G5m))

Akar Sleiman from Hadchit CGudias e Glaads
7:00pm Youth Mass followed by Youth BBQ Al oS 4l g Adll Gulad Ve

Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Mexico - Panama 12 - 30 Jan 19

Feast Week Volunteer Brieﬁng Night Week 1 - Building a home for the poor and Pilgrimage to Shrines - Mexico
Week 2 - World Youth Day - Panama City | Cost $9,500 inc Airfares
Date: Tuesday 31st July 2018 | Time: 8 pm | & Twin Share 4 Star Hotel Accomodation |

Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun
Info Night Sun 29 Jul at 8.15 pm at St Charbel’s Punchbowl|

Annual Gala Fundraising Sponsors - 2018

PLATINUY sponsor | G0ER) e et

ROCK F(gRLN{1 ﬁl
g _§ &Bank of Sydney copl=x =)
J YOUNG Wcec BT

Location: OLOL Mary MacKillop Room.

designcorp () |0PCeC
C quantity surveyors

v

m s CiVil :
g ACADE IS s, it
arCO Early Learning Centre 7 m
DI I < 7, : live
CONSTRUCTIONS Obsace i Davalsa o Ford FORKLIFT REPAIRS G oS 7o < 9,99 g"()w
Diocese of Parr atta

*_ursxhaa

VISUALSSEONSOR

SNapix.. % %/ %Oﬂ/ { R ooniec WS
| L W W‘I/ S/[/I/W/I/ Arab Bank Australia

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Libra{é& Study Centre

el e
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. Is your family impacted by addictions?

Under 18s only with adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

and deceased Moses Family, Jamil and Labibe Romanos

All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Robert
,®3 Bechara Moussa, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef & Ghanaje
Joseph, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
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