Sunday 22 July 2018

The Gospel

Then they brought to Jesus a demoniac who
was blind and mute; and he cured him, so that
the one who had been mute could speak and
see. All the crowds were amazed and said, “Can
this be the Son of David?” But when the
Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this
fellow casts out the demons.” Jesus knew what
they were thinking and said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and
no city or house divided against itself will stand.
If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against
himself; how then will his kingdom stand? If |
cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do
your own exorcists cast them out? Therefore
they will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit
of God that | cast out demons, then the
kingdom of God has come to you. Or how can
one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his
property, without first tying up the strong man?
Then indeed the house can be plundered.
Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters.
Therefore | tell you, people will be forgiven for
every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Whoever
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in
the age to come.

Mt 12: 22-32

Embrace our Youth O MORNING STAR

Opening Mass Saturday 4 August at 6pm
OLOL Souk Saturday 4 August at 7pm
Parish BBQ & Festival Night Saturday 11 August at 7pm

Family/Fersen Mass & Fun Day Sunday 12 August from
10:30am - 3pm

Feast Day Mass & Hrissi Wednesday 15 August at 7pm

Full Program visit www.olol.org.au
or find at Church Doors.

Tenth Sunday of Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings
Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost
Eph 2: 17-22
Lk 19: 1-10

O soul steeped
in darkness,
do not
despair.
Come and
confide in
your God,
who is love

and mercy
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Feast week theme at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral. 4 - 15 August

www.olol.org.au

The Epistle

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, | do not want you to be uninformed. You
know that when you were pagans, you were
enticed and led astray to idols that could not
speak. Therefore | want you to understand that no
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is
Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone.
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to an-
other gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another
the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the discernment of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated
by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one
individually just as the Spirit chooses.
1Cor12:1-11

O Jesus, | want to live in the present moment
as if this were the last day of my life. | want to
use every moment scrupulously for Your
glory. | want to look upon everything, from
the point of view that nothing happens
without the will of God. God of unfathomable
mercy, have mercy on me O Lord! In your
compassion blot out all my transgressions and
shower me with your abundant mercy. Amen

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Our Intentions

Light from the Word

Who's Your Saul?

In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus is questioned about his
actions, his intentions and motivations. There are many
reasons to do something and many ways to do it. Jesus
takes his stand and makes it clear, his motives and actions
derive from one source — the Spirit of God.

[t might be timely to consider our own motives and
actions. Of course there are many influencing and
manipulating factors that play out in our lives. There are
inspirational motives and not so good intentions. Yet
ultimately we make the final decision as to how we do
things and why we do them.

Our choices can be for the benefit of ourselves or others.
Our actions can be kind or cruel. Our ulterior motives can
be Spirit led or fuelled by darker forces. What we choose
to do and how we choose to do it, has consequences for
better or for worse.

There is the saying, ‘The goal does not justify the means.’
We can’t choose the wrong way of doing things to get to a
noble outcome. Every choice, every act, every moment,
every decision matters.

s Jesus makes clear in today’s Gospel, we are called to
build up and not knock down. And we can only be assured
of the genuineness of our acts if we seek the grace of the
Holy Spirit each time. As a wise person once said, ‘Don’t
undertake anything if you can’t ask God'’s blessing on it.’
Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

Go! This man is My chosen instrument to carry My name (Acts 9:15)

Saul of Tarsus was the last person on earth you'd ever have
expected to become a Christian. As for writing half the New
Testament-no way! At least so it would
have seemed. Describing his life before he
met Christ, he wrote, 7 persecuted the
church of God beyond measure and tried
to destroy it.' (Gall1:13). All very well when
you look back and you know the ending. §
But right back at the very time when Saul
had received authority for another
murderous rampage, God called a bloke
named Ananias to go and pray for him. j§
Now, to say the least, Ananias

wasn't exactly keen on the prospect: "I
have heard many reports about this man §
and all the harm he has done to Your
saints in Jerusalem. And he has come here
with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on Your
name." But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is My

chosen instrument to carry My name before the Gentiles and their
kings and before the people of Israel."" (Acts 9:13-15)

Ananias was about to team that God was at work in Saul's heart.
God would use Paul to touch the world, but first He used Ananias
to touch Paul. Has God given you a similar assighment? Has He
given you a Saul'? If so, don't give up on him or her. Ananias didn't
know about Paul's encounter with Christ on the Damascus Road.
God can go where you can’t and get through to a person when
you're unable to reach them. Always remember: God never sends
where He hasn't already been. So, by the time you reach your Saul,
who knows what you'll find?

Vision 180

The Fruits of Generosity

path to Sainthood.

If we take a closer look at the Sacred Scriptures a particular
biblical verse, one that is very common, serves as means for
understanding the gift of generosity beyond the giving of

monetary aid.

Today, when we hear the word “Generosity” we think about
people who donate money and give to the poor. Being generous [Fa
has become associated with giving as in “so and so is very

generous because they gave money to this or that cause.” But
generosity is a gift of the Holy Spirit and if it only meant giving
money or helping the poor, then we would all be truly on the

“You have heard it said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But | say to you, offer no resistance to one who
is evil. When someone strikes you on your right cheek, turn the other cheek ... You have heard it said that you
shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy but | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.” (Mt 5:38-45)

These words of Christ are what it means to be generous. Authentic generosity is going above and beyond what
we are comfortable with. As Christ tells us, it means to love those who do not love us back regardless of what
they do to us. It means to give beyond our normal measures to those who may never give back. What benefit is
there if we only love those who love us? What have we truly achieved?

Being generous means being selfless in all things. It is to unite our will with that of God and to do what God
would do, to want what God wants, to think how God thinks, to act how Christ would act. Taking a closer look at
the life of Christ, one can see that His actions were filled with generosity. He gave of himself to the sick, the dying
and theﬁinfneilrs.. His selfless sacrifice was the ultimate gift of generosity: He gave His life so that we may have life
and to the full.

[t may seem hard to be generous as Christ was, but if we read the life of any Saint, we will notice that they loved
beyond themselves and their generosity was authentic. They gave of themselves for the benefit of others. And
as the ultimate fruit of their generosity, they became Saints living in the Heavenly Kingdom, which is also our fruit
that we can harvest if we so choose.

Seminarian Dory Zaouk



A couple of weeks ago | received some unexpected news that a friend
of mine | previously worked with had passed away. To everyone’s
shock and disbelief he had experienced a heart attack whilst having a
It’s quite sad but as Christians we
hold to the virtue of hope that our Lord will raise him up to eternal life.

shower and couldn’t be revived.

Jt almost becomes a paradox that each time we pray the ‘Our Father’
we pray for His kingdom to come yet are we really prepared for it? If
we are praying for the second coming of Christ, have we done enough
to stand before God and tell him “Lord, | gave it my best”?

What Would Jesus Do?

The reality is that we tend to prepare our selves for everything worldly yet we so often neglect our own salvation,

which above all needs the most preparation.

There are so many teachings that we can take from our Lord to inspire us to be saints but | want to focus on just
one thing that we can take into our daily lives and that is a simple saying of “what would Jesus do”?

What would Jesus do when my friends are gossiping? What would Jesus do when I’'m being tempted to take drugs
with my friends or perhaps what would Jesus do in the midst of my suffering and trials?

Brothers and sisters, sometimes we just need take a second to consider how our Lord would deal with certain
situations and it should lead us to be wiser in our struggles and temptations.

In order to prepare ourselves for God’s kingdom, our lives need to be Christ centered for all of us are called to
live our lives like Christ, for Christ and for his Kingdom and remember that His Kingdom is not of this world!

Family Committee

How blessed are we, to be part of such a large domestic
Church that not only nourishes us spiritually but also gives
us a social platform to bind together!

Being part of the Family committee as well as the Holy
Communion committee, through God’s grace, | have had the
pleasure in helping with several church events.

At the beginning of this month, over 20 couples, who have
been married for 5 through to 55 years, stood before the
altar of our Lord and renewed their marriage vows...yet
another event | was blessed to help orchestrate and
witness.... To see the sheer joy on so many faces was
overwhelming! One couple expressed that renewing their
vows and having a celebration afterwards was the wedding
they never had all those years ago because they had eloped.
Watching these couples’ kids and grandkids participating
wholeheartedly and enthusiastically in the celebrations
further heightened the significance of what we do in the
Parish.

My husband also contributes his time and talents in many
different ways from stewardship, to traffic control, to mass
preparation, to organising and setting up events. It is so
heart-warming to see the many volunteers, young teens and
older seniors, men and women fathers, mothers, Tate’s and
Jedo’s all come together to make Our Lady of Lebanon the
most vibrant and active parish around... we all know the say-
ing ...Many hands make light work!

Be sure to make time to attend the Feast Week Volunteers
Briefing Night meeting on Tuesday 31st July to find out how
you can use your talents and give a little back to our church
community.

For it is in giving that we receive ..... St Francis of Assisi

Sonia Baltasar

Rob Mourad

Teens’ Corner

‘s

The theme for this year’s Teens
Day Out was “A taste of
Lebanon”. The teens had the [
chance to dress up in
traditional Lebanese clothing.
Each teen interpreted this
theme differently... Some came
dressed in typical Arabian
clothing such as the Robe,
3abaya and Shirwel. Others
dressed in typical Australian/
Lebanese outfits such as
tradies!

The day began with a prayer
led by our chaplin, Father Danny, followed by many fun and
interactive activities such as making traditional Lebanese foods
like kousa and tabouli.

Our own Lebanese Soccer World Cup was held as well as a
footy match. We also took part in a game of Tug-of-War where
the idea of men being stronger than women was demolished

The day then concluded with a beautiful mass celebrated by
Father Danny. It was a great way to thank our Lord for all our
blessings and a wonderful day.

Of course we could not have missed out on the State of Origin
and dinner too! Im sure if you ask any of the teens that
attended, they would all say that they enjoyed a fantastic time
in a safe and fun environment. The day was also a great
opportunity to meet new people and build stronger friendships
through the activities that were based on teamwork.

A big thank you to Father Tony, Father Danny and especially
the teens leaders, who put a lot of time and effort in organising
the day and making sure it was enjoyed by all.
Looking forward to next year!

Joshua Albayeh - Year 8



Parish Camera

Pastoral Council Monthly Meeting

Diocesan Clergy Meeting - July 2018

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.

For further details

Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1536

Wite / ont location
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9635 6615 | INFO@SBTRCOMAU

Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550
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Parish Notice Board
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Diocesan Notices

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Mexico - Panama 12 - 30 Jan 19

Feast Week Volunteer Brieﬁng Night Week 1 - Building a home for the poor and Pilgrimage to Shrines - Mexico
Week 2 - World Youth Day - Panama City | Cost $9,500 inc Airfares
Date: Tuesday 31st July 2018 | Time: 8 pm | & Twin Share 4 Star Hotel Accomodation |

Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au Select Diocese of St Maroun
Info Night Sun 29 Jul at 8.15 pm at St Charbel’s Punchbowl|

Annual Gala Fundraising Sponsors - 2018

Location: OLOL Mary MacKillop Room.
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ShakiX.. % %/ %Ow MaroniteCare
- £ 'j !; v S/I/I/W/I/ ll/ Arab Bank Australia

Maronite Care Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre Is your family impacted by addictions?
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over For Teens 12-18 years and their families. - - .
Upnder 18s onlypwith adult supervision For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples Counsellors, Psyc OIOg.'StS & Social Workers can
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:309m -6pm Call 1300 627 227 assist you
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22 contact: 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000 in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad, Robert
,“@l Bechara Moussa, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia Bou Raidan, Youssef & Ghanaje
N Joseph, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine,
) Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anis Jamil Haddad, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their
/ daughter Malki, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Chafika Khoury, Mkhayel Halim Nakhleh, Hugette & Jabbour Moussa & Children, Youssef

& Amineh El Hallal, Khalil Abboud, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Joseph Saad Boutros, Boutros & Linda Khdeir, Habib Daher Tok, Boulos &
Boutros Sassine, Louie Abraham, Khalil Youssef Issa & Wife Marina, Eve Stanton
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