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The Gospel Eighth Sunday of Pentecost & Feast of The Masabki Martyrs The Evpistle

But the Pharisees went out and conspired Brothers and sisters,

aeainst Jesus. how to destrov him. When There is therefore now no condemnation for
g ’ Y ) those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not
do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on
the things of the flesh, but those who live accord-
ing to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.

anyone hear his voice in the streets. He will For t.his reason fche mind that is s.,et on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law —

not break a bruised reed or quench a indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh
smouldering wick until he brings justice to U= 0100 0 ) 8 cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh;

victory. And in his name the Gentiles will you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of

hope.” one who Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in
Mt 12:14-21 you, though the body is dead because of sin, the

Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit
serves of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give

life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.

Jesus became aware of this, he departed.
Many crowds followed him, and he cured
all of them, and he ordered them not to
make him known. This was to fulfil what
had been spoken through the prophet
Isaiah: “Here is my servant, whom | have
chosen, my beloved, with whom my soul is
well pleased. | will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

Next Sunday’s Readings
Nineth Sunday of Pentecost
& Feast of Saint Charbel

Rom 8: 28 - 39
Mt 13:36-43

He will not wrangle or cry aloud, nor will

Heavenly Father, so many are your blessings in God

my life: every dawn | witness, every heart beat | Rom 8:1-11
feel, my uniqueness... they are countless! always swims

however, the greatest of them all is Your Spirit

Blessed
Masabki Brothers

O Lord, we ask you,
through the prayers and
intercession of your three
. TS \ beloved martyrs to
Saint John of the eV 13 strengthen us in our daily

7 struggles. O Three
Masabki Martyrs Pray for
us!

O £ I

in me. | ask You today, to make me more aware In joy :

of its presence in my life so | also be a Christ like
individual who bears fruits to others, proclaim

the Good News to the Gentiles and give them

Cross

hope. In Your Son Jesus’ name, | pray. Amen.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

PARISH Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr John-Paul Bassil 0401 545 454
Fr Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word

The Great Jesus

Be A Peacemaker

€ man of great discipline, enduring patience, deep love,
gentle presence, Jesus was someone to be greatly admired
and followed.

This Sunday’s Gospel message describes Jesus in terms of
proclaiming justice (v18), will not wrangle or cry aloud (v19),
not break a bruised reed or quench a smouldering wick (v20)
and people will hope in him (v21). It is the image of someone
we can put our trust in. Someone we would feel safe with.
Someone in whose hands we can place our lives. There are
very few people we can totally be at peace with but Jesus is
the perfect one.

The picture painted of Jesus is not a passive, mellow figure.
Nor is it a reckless, wild man. He is the epitome of what we
need — one who carries hope, who brings about change, who
leads with compassion, who knows what to do, who
approaches challenges in a calm manner, who insists on
what is right, who has at heart the dignity of all, who will not
be deceived but stays the course and with determination will
see justice through.

What makes Jesus even more appealing is if we read the first
line of today’s Gospel, it tells how the Pharisees wanted to
conspire and destroy Jesus (v14). Yet Jesus is always in total
control of himself. He refuses to let hate, revenge and anger,
dictate his actions. Jesus embodies love and forgiveness.

He expresses compassion and mercy. He is a man that lives
only to love. If only we could do the same. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF
The Servant’s Word

'Blessed are the peacemakers.' (Mt 5:9)
Zig Ziglar told a story about a little guy who was confronted by
three big bullies, any one of whom could have flattened him. And
clearly, that's what they had in mind. But the little guy was very
bright. He backed away, drew a line in the dirt, backed up a few
more steps, looked into the eyes of the biggest bully and said, 'l
dare you to step across that line!'" And of s
course, the bully did. Then the little guy
grinned and said, 'Good. now we're both on ,‘y
the same side!' Sian o

-

When you find yourself in the midst of

conflict, you can decide to do one of two
things: become a troublemaker or a

peacemaker. You can add to the stress or try
to bring a solution. Peacemakers look for [
common ground and try to get everyone TR f
onto it. Their goal is to find a win-win & ;i X

solution. ,i*’!d !P'

Barnabas, whose name means 'Son of Consolation' or 'Son of
Encouragement’, stood up for the newly converted Saul of Tarsus.
The leaders of the church felt threatened by him, and you could
hardly blame them. Saul had been out to kill them. But Barnabas
wasn't thinking about Paul's violent past; he was considering his
value to God. In essence, he was thinking, “if we can harness and
direct this guy, he can win the race for us.” And he was proved

right. Saul the persecutor became Paul the apostle. But not until
Barnabas took a huge risk for him.

Peacemaking calls for taking such risks. It means evaluating people
by their best moments and qualities. Peacemakers are ‘big picture'
thinkers who are governed by grace, not petty opinions and
temporary conditions. So be a peacemaker.

Vision 180

“Look! MK servant whom I have chosen,

my beloved, in whom my soul delights...” (Mt 12:18)

Pearest brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the 8th Sunday of Pentecost, we live an experience with the Holy Spirit, the spirit of the Lord who
drives the Church towards happiness and joy. On this Sunday, our Maronite Church celebrates the Feast
of the Three Massabki Brothers: Francis, Abdul-Mooti and Raphael. The Massabki Brothers are a great
example for the real meaning of this expression “Look! My servant whom | have chosen, my beloved, in
whom my soul delights...” as the lives they lived and their martyrdom for their faith in Christ mirror this

Sunday’s Bible.

Puring his life on earth, Jesus irritated the Pharisees and the leaders of the Jews because he exposed §
their hypocrisy and fanaticism and threatened their authority and status among the people. They
conspired against him and planned to set him up, trying to get rid of him in many ways, until they
crucified him. This was the culmination of their plot as those who did never meet together met against
Jesus and those who never agreed amongst each other agreed to kill him.

tlere we ask ourselves: does Jesus irritate us in our lives because of his statements? Does he irritate us with his teachings
and his insistence on love, pardoning and forgiveness? Do we wish sometimes that we were not Christians imagining that
we could then be “free to do what we want?”

Weareina perpetual war, and the Lord Jesus who is our Leader teaches us the art of spiritual battles, calling us to the
confrontation: “I am sending you like sheep among wolves”, recommending us to be wise, humble and firm in the face of
persecution, and granting us the Holy Spirit to work in us and to speak in us and through us.

The Three Massabki Brothers lived a life of faith which they defended to death. They knew that protecting their faith and
defending it would mean silence, perseverance and trust in the one who says to us “and when you are handed over, do not
worry about how to speak or what to say.” Their faith was so strong and firm that they defended it to death, to martyrdom,
to become martyrs of the Church of the Lord.

This is our Maronite Church since its establishment. Her whole history is built on defending our faith in Christ with our
blood. And as the Lord confirms to us, God does not forget this blood; a crown is awaiting the martyrs in heaven.

On the parish matters, the preparations to celebrate the parish feast in August (4-15) are well under way on every level.
Thanks to all the members of the various committees and to all the parishioners for their efforts to make the feast a
testimony of joy for the Lord and his Church. Our parish youths have attended the Maronite Youth Convention held under
the theme “I have called you by Name”, meeting youths from other parishes around Australia for three days with the
participation of his Excellency the Maronite Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay. We pray for our youths to be the spirited
future of our parish and eparchy. On Wednesday 11 July, there will be an entertainment gathering for the teens in the
p}?riih lénder the theme “Our Heritage”... Be there in big numbers, we are waiting for you! | wish you a blessed week with
the Lord.

Father Tony Sarkis



What We Learn From Darkness

‘I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night directs my heart.” (Ps 16:7)

For decades | have called myself a morning person, an early bird. | am drawn to the
light for so many reasons. It reveals truth with such clarity. It renews hope. It warms
the soul. On the contrary, darkness veils the earth and thus my life. | do not like

having anything concealed. | cannot trust the darkness, because | cannot see clearly
what is before or behind me. The murkiness of the night sky frightens me, because day-
light does not muddle what is and is not real or true or good.

8o my heart, like my aching body, was recently jostled awake once our newborn made
her debut into the world. All at once, | was thrust back into chaos with her erratic need to sleep and eat. It did not coincide
with mine, of course. The party did not usually begin for her until nightfall, just as | was peacefully drifting into sleep.
Agitated, | got up with her night after night, wishing for eight consecutive hours of sleep but knowing it would not arrive for
months. | needed those eight hours so that | could tackle life and whatever surprises lay in store on a daily basis. Over time,
| found myself loathing the darkness, willing it away. | dreaded dusk, because | knew sleep would be elusive,

albeit temporarily.

Then something unexpected, something graced, happened. The night feedings gave way to prayer, for me to bask in the
rare silence that night afforded me; when everyone else slumbered, | had a sacred space for God. So | entered that solitude
hazily at first, then hungrily. It was the only time each day | could cry out my frustrations to Jesus and then be still in His
soft, gentle presence. After a while, the night became my day. | had forgotten the hidden beauty of darkness and how often
holiness disguises itself from the naked eye. Night, darkness, reminds me that God longs for us to pursue Him as He pursues
us—relentlessly, desperately, endlessly.

Love—authentic, deep, abiding love—cannot be easily found. It must be sought, protected and fought for. It must be worth
giving up our preference for security and assurance. It must be worth us changing, conforming to the One who waits for us
in the stillness and silence that night provides.

J may be clothed in darkness in this stage of life, but | anticipate the dawn. Life cycles through moments of concealment to
revelation and back again. Whether we operate as early birds or night owls, God meets us and transforms us when all of
our time—days and nights— becomes offerings of love for Him.

Jeannie Ewing - Shalom Tiding

The Sacrament of Penance

Heaven On Earth

Let us all take a - ¢ Given the delicacy and greatness of this ministry and the
moment and think about | 0'one of respect due to people every confessor, without any exception

those who are less the least of these . . o
AT (e ) gy et and under very severe penalties, is bound to maintain "the

you did it sacramental seal" which means absolute secrecy about the sins
Think of how cold it is for yaluia revealed to him in confession.
those on the streets at
night, think of how lonely The effects of the sacrament of Penance are:
and hungry they must feel. reconciliation with God and therefore the forgiveness of sins;

Think of the hardships strugaling families must go reconciliation with the Church; recovery, if it has been lost, of

through. Think of just how lucky we are to have the the state of grace; remission of the eternal punishment
simple things in life we take for granted every day. merited by mortal sins, and remission, at least in part, of the
Let us all open our hearts and pray for those who need temporal punishment which is the consequence of sin; peace,
our prayers: serenity of conscience and spiritual consolation; and an
increase of spiritual strength for the struggle of Christian living.
Lord God, P g g8 &
You came to give honour to the least, those forgotten, The Catechism of the Catholic Church

overlooked and misjudged.

You came to give first place to the last, those left behind,
misunderstood and undervalued.

You came to give a warm welcome to the lost, those who
are orphaned, abandoned and destitute.

Help us to be your ears to listen to their cries.

Help us to be your voice speaking out love and
acceptance.

Help us to be your feet walking beside those in need.
Help us to be your hands to clothe, feed and shelter
them.

You came for the least, the lost and last of this world.
Lord, hear our prayer.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit,

Josephine Albayeh
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Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1536
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Catering for all occasions now
available Call : 02 8898 1550




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Eammad) il 28

Sunday 8 July: 8 Sunday of Pentecost — The Three Masabki Martyrs
11:00am One Year Assaad Sarkis Bou Mina from
Zgharteghrine

5:00pm 40 Day Antoine Boutros Frangieh from Zgharta
Monday 9 July:

6:00pm Therese Assia Younan from Wadi Qannoubine wife
of Joseph Nakhle Bou Nassif from Hassroun (died in
Lebanon)

Wednesday 11 July:

10:30am Funeral Joseph Simon Hanna from Kfarsghab

Friday 13 July:

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of
sinners and the sick for the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at
Fatima followed by a lunch

Saturday 14 July:

6:00pm One Year Shirley Romanos Sarkis Samyia widow of
the late George Youssef Geryes Khoury from Kfarsghab

Sunday 15 July: 9 Sunday of Pentecost — Feast of St Charbel

9:30am One Year Sarkis Sleiman Esber from Kfarsghab
11:00am One Year Mikhael Said Moussa from Karm El Mohr

5:00pm 40 Day Juliette Hanna Mikhael Moussa widow of
the late Elias Barbar Moussa from Kfarsghaab
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Diocesan Notices

Announcements

Australian Maronite WYD Panama Package 12 Jan - 2 Feb 2019
Week 1 - Mission Work in Mexico: With daily Mass and Visits.
Week 2 - Panama City: For WYD a week of full uplifting experienc-
es. Final 3 Days: Retreat and Rest Days in USA

Registration www.wydpanama2019.com.au
Select Diocese of Saint Maroun.

Teens Day Out
Date: Wednesday 11 July 2018 | Time: From 2pm - 9:30pm |
Location: OLOL | Theme: A Taste of Lebanon - Prize for best
dressed! | Cost: $25pp includes games, activities, spiritual
event, dinner, bonfire and a hangout. (Years 7-12)

Regular Parish Events / Activities

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
a5l oualll aal lias) dags el g gaad JS
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Samia on 0414807410 or the Parish on 96892899

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Family of The Divine Word
AedY) A Alile
Tuesdays at 7pm

contact the Parish Office:
02 9689 2899

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes:
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact Fr Bernard 0411 811 807

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30gm -6pm
Bookings essential call 1300 627 22

For Teens 12-18 yea

Maronite Care Services

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Call 1300 627 227

rs and their families.
Is your famil\{]impacted by addictions?
Counsellors, Psychologists & Social Workers can
assist you

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

698 Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm

in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227
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In Our Prayers

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:

. All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All souls in Purgatory, Antonios Jamil Haddad, Dr Jamil Haddad,
@ Robert Bechara Moussa, Madeleine & Paul Haddad & Son Joseph, Colleen Madeline George, Matthew Essey, Milia Bou Raidan,
Youssef & Ghanaje Joseph, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Youssef Mikhael Shaeen, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph,
Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Helen George, Colleen Madeline George, Majid George, Semaan & Karime Masri, Anis Jamil Haddad,
Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Anthony Mamah
Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Therese Melhem, Joseph John Boulous
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