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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 22 October 2017
The Gospel

Jesus said, “For it is as if a man, going on a )
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according
to his ability. Then he went away. The one who
had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more
talents. In the same way, the one who had the
two talents made two more talents. But the one
who had received the one talent went off and
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money.
After g long time the master of those slaves
came and settled accounts with them. Then the
one who had receiyed the five talents came
forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
Master, you handed over to me five talents;
see, | have made five more talents,” His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, | will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.
And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, | have made two more
talents.’ His master said to him, “Well done,
§ood and trustworthmslave; you have been

rustworthy in a few things, 1 will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of

our master. .

hen the one who had recejved the one talent
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that
you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where'you did not
scatter seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid
your talent in the ground. H'er_egotu have what
is yours.” But his master replied, ‘You wicked
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap
where [ did not sow, and gather where | did not
scatter? Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and on my return |
would have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him, and give it
to the one with the ten talents. ]

For to all those who have, more will be given,
and the¥1W|II have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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St. Therese of Lisieux

ly Cross The Epistle

My friends, if anyone is detected in a
transgression, you who have received the
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness. Take care that you yourselves
are not tempted. Bear one another’s
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ. For if those who are nothing
think they are something, they deceive
themselves.
All must test their own work; then that
work, rather than their neighbour’s work,
will become a cause for pride. For all must
carry their own loads. Those who are taught
the word must share in all good things with
their teacher.
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for
you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to
your own flesh, you will reap corruption
from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit,
you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So
let us not grow weary in doing what is right,
for we will reap at harvest time, if we do
not give up. So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family of
faith.

Gal 6: 1-10

Prayer of the week
Lord God, in my nothingness I seek

to fulfill the plans You
have designed for me. Grant that I
may generously use the you've

given me so that You alone may be

. Amen!

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




Light from the Word

Assumptions

The Catechism

In the Parable of the Talents we are posed with the

guestion of money making. It is a conundrum — if we make
money by questionable means we may become wealthy but
we lose our morals in the process. If we refuse to be party to
corrupt gains, we are left to struggle with poverty but
maintain our sense of morality. So which do we choose?

I this very challenging parable it is clear that the master is
a wealthy man but his means of prosperity are questionable.
As the slave claims of the master, ‘I knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed’ (v24). We are left suspicious
of the master’s wealth and we justify the slave who refused
to collaborate with underhanded means.

Yet the master in response states, ‘You knew, did you . . .
Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and on my return | would have received what was
my own with interest’ (vww26-27). We are left to wonder
whether the slave assumed the worst of the master, who in
this case, gave a wise response about collecting interest
from the money.

The lesson for us is neither to remain passive in situations,
nor to assume the worst of others. Whatever comes our
waK, we are called to make the most of it, by honest means,
rather than making excuses and playing the blame game.

Both the master and the slave needed to be more

communicative, open, honest and trusting of each other. In
our collaboration with others, we can only benefit when we
work together, with the same goal and through means that

are honourable. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word Talents

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

‘ﬂs we approach the final weeks of the Season of the Glorious Cross
before beginning the new liturgical year, we find that our Lord truly
intensifies his expectations of us as stewards of the gifts that he has
entrusted upon us. The parable about the talents is a simple story about
a man who is preparing to go on a journey and entrusts his possessions
to his servants. He distributes his wealth among three of his servants,
giving each in accordance with their abilities. As we hear in the story,
the first two invest their master’s wealth and their return is doubled
while the third servant does nothing at all. When the master comes
back he praises and rewards the first two and condemns the third for

being lazy.

What are the duties of children toward their parents?

Children owe respect (filial piety), gratitude, docility and
obedience to their parents. In paying them respect and
in fostering good relationships with their brothers and
sisters, children contribute to the growth in harmony

and holiness in family life in general. Adult children

should give their parents material and moral support

whenever they find themselves in situations of distress,

sickness, loneliness, or old age.

How are parents to educate their children in the
Christian faith?
Parents do this mainly by example, prayer, family
catechesis and participation in the life of the Church.

loike all the stories of the past few weeks, this story is about us. God, the Heavenly Master, entrusts each one of
us with many talents, many abilities, each according to what we can handle. The question for us today is: do we
use these talents for the glory of God and the good of His people? Before we can answer this question, we need
to discover what talents we possess. We need to identify them, acknowledge them, accept them and be proud of
them. God has given each one of us unique skills and abilities. As a family or community, these skills and abilities
complement each other in the building of society. Often however, we fail to discover, let alone use these skills
and abilities because we are too focussed on the skills and abilities of others. We waste so much time worrying
about others and wanting what others have that we forget about ourselves and the wonderful gifts that the Lord
has endowed us with. God gives each one of us in accordance with our abilities, He deprives no-one! For this
reason, we need to stop worrying about what others have and focus on what we have, utilising our talents in the
best possible way and placing them at the service of the Lord and of each other.

Ona parish note, Arabic School, Fersen, Teens and Come Alive all resumed for the final semester of this year. We
welcome them back and all the leaders who on a weekly basis volunteer their time and talent to serve our
children. The Pastoral Council Committee also met this week to evaluate Feast Week and to start preparing for
the opening of the liturgical year, Christmas and all the events leading up to this joyous feast. On behalf of all the
clergy, | thank all the committees and their coordinators for their ongoing commitment and dedication to the
parish, you are all a wonderful example of how faithful stewards activate their talents for the Glory of God and

the service of His people.

Father Tony Sarkis



St Charbel and His Mother

We may have heard the story about St Charbel and his Mother, where as a
young monk his mother came to visit him at the monastery but he refused to
see her face to face. Rather he stood behind a wall and said, “One day we will
see each other again in Heaven, until then | will pray for you” and with those
words he never saw his mother or family again. Now when we hear or read this
story it can potentially stir up a many different emotions or thoughts. We might
think “wow what an example of holiness” or maybe “wow that is way too
extreme” or even “why would a saint disrespect his mother in such a way?”

8o which response is the correct one? Well, | don’t think it is a black or white
answer but rather we can focus on the lesson St Charbel puts forward for us in
his final encounter with his mother. One thing that we should strive to remem-
ber that St Charbel’s devotion to our Lord was so powerful that he was able to
love his mother in a way that was beyond anything we can comprehend in our
humanity. But his love of Christ enabled him to love his mother in a selfless way
where his only interaction with her would be in his thoughts and prayers. As for
us though, we may not necessarily be called to a life of solitude and seclusion like St Charbel was, yet we can still
learn from him the importance of placing Christ first in our lives, letting his light and love inspire us to love
through his power. So whether we are married or single, young or old we can pray and strive to make God
number 1 in our lives, knowing in faith that through this devotion we are transformed into the best versions of
ourselves and able to love with the heart of the creator.

Prayer Lord Jesus, we pray for the gifts of steadfast faith and hope in you. Following St Charbel’s example, we
pray that you may become the first in our lives and inspire us to see and love all people the same way you do.
May we become channels of your grace and mercy. Amen. St Charbel Pray for Us.

Subdeacon Charbel Dib

Fersen Corner Seniors' Committee

What are we
doing with
our talents?

P= the Season of the

God has giv-
enuseacha §
special talent.
Some of us can sing and dance. Some can only sing
or some cannot do both. However, whilst here on
Earth God wants us to do something with those tal-
ents. With these talents God wants us to use them
and to multiply them for the His Glory.

What use is it if | have a special talent and bury it in
the ground? Am | doing God’s work? Am | able to
achieve Heaven this way? No, | am being selfish.
Think of a mother. A mother’s talent is very rare and
a precious jewel. She uses the talents of love, for-
giveness, prayer, patience and nurturing to help her
children to Heaven. The perfect example of this is
Mary, the Mother of God. So | leave you with these
guestions: What are your talents? And how can you
use them for the Glory of God

##ave a Blessed Sunday,

Ann Boutros

Holy Cross The

Seniors Committee

has been working

very hard to bring Joy to our precious seniors, after

enjoying a great day at Berima with Sister Guitta and
Father Paul we celebrated the Holy Mass, lunch and
entertainment and we meet again for our fortnightly

gathering every second Thursday.

May God bless them and give them long healthy and

blessed life.

Sonia Abi Rached



Parish Camera

Seniors’ Committee’s Lunch

Community Business Network Page

NOW OPEN 306 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands
&

CUSTOM MADE
SIGNS LIKE THIS

9

o Save 'wﬂ

IA\“ 20% !Em o
Off all l

‘Odober

For info call Joe 0400 444 999

N

Catering for all occasions now available

can: 02 8898 1550

Interested in becoming part of the Community Business Network Page?
For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole month.
For further details Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1536



Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 22 October: 6" Sunday after the Glorious Cross -
Pope Saint John Paul Il
11:00am All Livings and Departed of Knat for the Feast of

St Challita offered by Knat Association
5:00pm 40 Day Tony Elias Charbel from Zahle

Monday 23 October

10:30am Funeral George Toufic Harbieh from Zgharta
Friday 27 October

6:00pm One Year Akl Boutros Germanos from Karm El Mohr
Saturday 28 October

6:00pm 40 Day Tanios Toufic Kazzi from Jieh

Sunday 29 October: 7™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross
5:00pm 40 Day Latifeh Youssef Mansour wife of
Sajih Nassim Boutros from Tleil-Akkar
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Announcements

Lebanese Parliamentary Elections
To all the Lebanese community in Australia, based on the
declaration of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants, the
registration for non-Resident Lebanese to participate in the
upcoming parliamentary elections, we invite everyone to
immediately prepare the documents required to register
through the website dedicated to expatriates:
https://diasporavote.mfa.gov.lb/
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OCT 2017 I

Cancer Council Girl's Night In Fundraiser
Date: : Friday 27th October Time: 7:00pm
Venue: OLOL CYPC MacKillop Room
Cost: $20 per person including Food, Karaoke & Dancing.

NOV 2017 | MYO Boys Night Fundraiser
Awareness and support to the Westmead Amyloidosis Centre.
All proceeds will go to the Adam Gardiner Fund.
Date: Friday 3rd November Time: 7 pm
Venue: OLOL Bottom BBQ Area
Cost: $20 per person Contact: Joanne Michael

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers needed for olol gift shop in particular during Sunday Masses to assist in serving parishioners.
Please contact Dianne on 0450 263 511.

NOV 2017 Spring Tea Party

Date: Tuesday 7th November

Venue: OLOL CYPC Centre 40 Alice St, Harris Park

Cost: $90 per guest Contact: OLOL Office 9689 2899
L Dress Code: Hat

o o Prize: $500 for the best hat.

|NOv 2017 I

Married Couples Retreat Day
Date: Sunday 19th November Time: 8:30am - 5pm
Venue: St Joseph’s Conference Centre 64 MacKillop Dr, Baulkham Hills
Cost: $100 per couple Contact: Joanne 0416234003

Registration: ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com

Cherry Picking
Date: 09 December 2017 Time: 7 am Departure from OLOL Venue: Bathurst
Cost: $60 per person including Bus and Breakfast
Reservation: Galdis 0401 265 210 Miled 0418 661 166

Maronite

Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30£m - 6£m
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you contact: 9633 2900

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Carers meetin%
I

on 14 Nov 2017 from 10:30am - 1:30pm in Nemetallah Room
(Ground

oor) of CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Kamel Antonios & Wife Ghorra, Zaide & Violet Azizi (B) Charly Boutros (C) (D) (E) Matthew
Essey, Elias El Nachar(F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub, Helen George, Majid George (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son
Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Alia Moussa, Malkoun Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra, George Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi
Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan, Michael Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael
Shaheen, Therese Safadi (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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