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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 8 October 2017
The Gospel

Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and
wise slave, whom his master has putin
charge of his household, to give the other
slaves their allowance of food at the

proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his
master will find at work when he arrives.
Truly | tell you, he will put that one in
charge of all his possessions.

But if that wicked slave says to himself,
‘My master is delayed,” and he begins to
beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks
with drunkards, the master of that slave will
come on a day when he does not expect
him and at an hour that he does not know.
He will cut him in pieces and put him with
the hypocrites, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

Mt 24:45-51

Prayer of the week

Dear Lord,
Thank you for today.
May you go before me and
I pray that I would allow your Holy
Spirit to guide me today and that I
would be a light to others. May your
light shine through me and may
your love bless those around me.
I pray that I would be
I pray that your
character will flow from me as I put
others first. Use me as a vessel for
your glory. Amen!
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Phil 2: 12-18
Mt 25:1-13

oly Cross

If you are
seeking God
but do not
know how
you should
begin, learn
to pray and
make the
effort to
pray every
day.

St Mother Teresa

The Epistle

Now concerning the times and the
seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not
need to have anything written to you. For
you yourselves know very well that the day
of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night. When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labour pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be
no escape!

But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for
that day to surprise you like a thief; for you
are all children of light and children of the
day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober; for
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who are drunk, get drunk at night. But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, so that whether we
are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.
1Thess 5: 1-11

A Month of
the Holy
Rosary

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm — 9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Jean-Paul Bassil 04 01 545 454
Deacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795




What do we do?

Light from the Word

The Catechism

So what do we get up to when no one is watching? What do

we do with opportunities given to us? Today’s Gospel of the
faithful or unfaithful slave raises these points.

So when no one is watching, what do we do? Can we be
trusted to do what’s right? Have we the moral conscience to
choose what is best for all, rather than our own comfort? To
be honourable in our comings and goings, and in our words
and actions, requires a level of maturity, a love for others, a
high regard for what is noble, a disciplined character and to
be one who holds others in esteem.

To become a person others can rely on, a person who
knows how to make the most of opportunities afforded
them, requires lifelong practice. It is to want to be better, it
is to want to do good, it is to desire to be humane, to
practice forgiveness, to generously give, to unconditionally
love, to see with vision, to seek out beauty, to appreciate
life, to be in awe of creation, to enjoy company, to humbly
accept what comes our way, to reflect over what has been,
to envision a hopeful future, to bless, to care, to be true.

"Teacher, what good must | do to have eternal
life?" (Matthew 19:16).

To the young man who asked this question, Jesus
answered, "If you would enter into life, keep the
commandments", and then he added, "Come, follow
Me" (Matthew 19:16-21). To follow Jesus involves
keeping the commandments. The law has not been
abolished but man is invited to rediscover it in the
Person of the divine Master who realized it perfectly in
himself, revealed its full meaning and attested to its
permanent validity.

How did Jesus interpret the Law?

Jesus interpreted the Law in the light of the twofold yet
single commandment of love, the fullness of the Law:
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the

greatest and first commandment. And the second is like
it: you shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these

two commandments depend all the Law and the

The “aithful and wise slave’ is someone we want to spend Prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40).

time with because we know we can trust them, we know we
are safe in their care, we know they will go that extra mile
and will prioritise our needs.

Biod invites us to be such people who God can put ‘in
charge.” The world absolutely needs such people who work
honestly, love truly, and reliably deliver, not for their own
gain but for the benefit of others. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF 4 ‘
The Servant’s Word Are you ready?
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, : G '>\> 7

As we continue our journey in the Season of the Glorious Cross, we arrive at the
pivotal central point in which we are given an option of choosing between the
faithful and the wicked slave. In the past few weeks, Jesus has provided us with a
discourse on the last days or if you like His second coming. The Lord has spoken
about false messiahs and prophets, wars, famines, earthquakes, hatred and the
list goes on. He has explained to us that no one knows when the second coming
will take place, not even himself, it is only the Father who knows. This week,
Jesus, and true to his form, provides us with a parable through which he
compares, the faithful servant who is awake and attending prudently and
carefully to his master’s house, to the wicked servant who obviously is not. We can interpret this scrlpture
reading in the following way. Each one of us is a servant in the house of the Lord (the Master). Each one of us has
been given the responsibility to protect the truth that has been revealed to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, when the master comes knocking on our door, what will we be able to say to him? Will we be ready to
welcome him? If he comes today or tomorrow or next month, are we ready?

To be ready means that we must be living the truth of our faith every day and every moment of our lives. To be
ready means that we cannot put off being good citizens who uphold the teachings of our faith. The best way in
which we can uphold these teachings is by activating our Christian values in our lives. In the debate on same-sex
marriage, one way in which we can live our faith and the teachings of the church is by being good husbands and
good wives, good fathers and good mothers, good brothers and good sisters. We need to be good examples to
the rest of society who unfortunately want to change the definition of traditional marriage and traditional family.
We need to be able to live and experience the goodness that radiates from the traditional family unit and be able
through this union of love to show the world what it means. It is through our witness, that the truth and the
beauty of the traditional family can be protected. This will then reinforce the definition of marriage which God
created and willed between one man and one woman, a definition of love, a definition of sacrifice, a definition of
selflessness.

On the day when the Lord comes knocking at an hour which we least expect, the question for us will be: have we
been good husbands and wives? Have we been good sons and daughters? Have we been good brothers and
sisters? If the answer to these questions is no, then there will definitely be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Father Tony Sarkis
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"In the poor and outcast we see Christ's face; by loving and helping the poor,
- Pope Francis

we love and serve Christ"

There is a story of the great St Francis of Assisi and in this story St Francis, in his youth,
was on his horse galloping on the road and he passed a leper on the side of the road
walking. St Francis, having seen the leper, spurred his horse to hastily get away from the
man. As Francis galloped away he thought he saw Christ in the contorted face of the
outcast and he immediately stopped. He dismounted the horse, kissed the leper, gave
alms, seated the man on his horse and then accompanied the man to his destination.

It is also interesting to know that St Francis in his younger earlier years so loathed the
lepers that he would only look at a lepers house from two miles away whilst holding his

nose.

This is such a strong story and has so much to say to us now. We seem so busy in our
lives, so taken with the worldly distractions we forget to see the poor around us.

St Francis and the cross of poverty

I remember an experience of joining the Heaven on Earth committee in feeding the homeless in Parramatta last
year. | remember speaking to the man and asking him if he would like a hamper we prepared. To my complete
surprise the man refused and said 'No thank you, I'm fine'. We continue to speak and at the end of it | realised,
this man had no need for my money, or any other earthly thing | could provide, but what he needed was my

company and my time.

Sol say to all of you, be poor every now and then. Put your phones down, turn off the tv, just stop and talk. Talk
whenever, and to whoever will listen; our parents, our kids, our friends. Poverty is not only about money, but our
minds, emotions and hearts can be poor too. You never know who is dying inside just for some companionship.

A blessed Sunday to you all.

Come Alive Corner

What an abosultly fanatastic
term.

7h|s passed term |n Co Cl'n
ive' we have explored multi-
R/Ie topics that mcluded the
aronite Mass, De(? ing with
stress and anxiéty during
testing times in lite, Same ex
attrac%on and marriage. This
as all topped o wﬁ% a bon PhatoGrid
re night, which included
roasting marshmallows and playing games with the
%eens and as always, ending in prayer around the

Watching the faces of the teens this term I hav eh

seen much growth and joy take place. A with the
Joyt at |s eﬁn in the eagers fac s. I'd Ilke o com-

e teens on how well they all

at tlmes become so inspiring to us leaders.

Jf you have a teenager in years 10-12,1 stron
?our ge you to encorrage them to af:ten \h
make new friends, learn more about th e|r ai
have a place to unwind and get away, but most o
all, grow closer to Christ.

Our Lodrd told us to ﬂ ck to Him always, in times of
Joy, ness, or hards cP

and ou shall fin M tthew 7:7). Come alive
|s a p w ere You can is. It is a place where
you WI nd much peace.

Agaln I'd like 'ﬁ) hank both, the parents for en—
trusting us with the care of your teenagers, and to
the teens themse ves, ror perservering in their jour-
{_}ey to Heaven especially in these veryc aIIenlng

mes.

Lastly, a masswe thar}k you to our recently ordained
Deacon Danny Nouh for his continuous support and
nurturing of our ministry.

God bless you all.

See you all in the new Term.

Joseph Khoury

vl concentrated on Divine
3 Filiation: “God’s fatherhood

articipate

George Azar

Family Corner

Is that what you want Lord? ... Then it’s what I want also

The women faith formation
group had their retreat day
on the 17th of September.
The programme

Be still, and know
that | am God
Psalm 46:10

in regard to us is the deepest
there is, the richest and most
inexpressible, an inconceivable abyss of life and mercy.” -
Jacques Philippe. We contemplated on these questions:
What does it mean that | am God’s daughter? Do | realise
how precious | am in His eyes?

Do | trust to hold His hand and let Him take me where He
wants? Do | trust He loves me? During the group
discussion, we shared about ways in which we can grow in
Divine Filiation and confidence in God.

At the guided meditation we read John 20:11-18 (Jesus
appeared to Mary Magdalene). We reflected on: Why are
we weeping? Whom do we seek? Then we shared with
God in silent prayer at Adoration what is in the depth of
our heart with complete transparency and honesty.

Two speakers shared their life testimony, witnessing to
God'’s love in the midst of their suffering with addiction to
gambling and being a victim of sexual abuse. The day
concluded with Mass celebrated by Monsignor Shora.

Now we look forward to the Married Couples Day on the
19th of November and encourage you to attend as it is
going to be an amazing day with speakers who are
pioneers in the field of Marriage Enrichment (check event
on OLOL Facebook or in this newsletter).

J Ayoub OLOL Family Committee
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MYO Grand Ball

Community Business Network Page

Interested in becoming part of the
Community Business Network Page?

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole
month.

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 8 October: 4™ Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am One Year Badwia Said Katrib wife of Khazen Ishac Ishac from
Karm El Mohr
5:00pm One Year Badia Ibrahim from Beit Millat widow of the late
Daas Ibrahim from Dahr Layssini and living in Kfardlakos
7:00pm Mass Celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay for the opening of Mental
Health Awareness Month organised by MaroniteCare

Monday 9 October
10:30am Funeral Youssef Mahfoud Wehbe from Taleh w Chetaha -Akkar

6:00pm Roumanos Nehme Khattar from Hadchit Known as
Mekhtar (died in Lebanon)

Friday 13 October

11:00am Rosary Prayer and Mass for the intentions of sinners
and the sick followed by lunch at Church car Park
(Ground Level) for the Centenary apparitions of the
Virgin Mary at Fatima

6:00pm 40 Day Liya Fadi Farah and One Year Fadi Hares
Farah from Karm EI Mohr

Saturday 14 October

6:00pm One Year Karma Frangieh wife of Youssef Yammine

and One Year Sayed Nakhle Yammine from Zgharta

Sunday 15 October: 5t Sunday after the Glorious Cross
9:30am One Year Michel Mikhael Zahra from Hadchit

11:00am Mass for the Souls of the Martyrs of 13 October
and the Lebanese Army offered by
United Australian Lebanese Movement

5:00pm One Year Salwa Hawchab Ibrahim Geagea from
Becharre wife of Afif Bou Jaoude from Jouret El Ballout
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Announcements

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Friday 13 October 2017 at 11am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the Rosary followed
by Mass at the altar of Our Lady of Fatima (back of the church)
and then lunch on the 13th day of each month until the end of
the year. Confession will also be available during this time.

[ OCT2017 | F5mily Committee and Fersen Al-Adra Brunch
Date: Sunday 8th October Time: 10:30am - 12:00pm
Venue: Level 1 Rec Room of the Youth Centre - OLOL

Come along to enjoy a morning of Family fun with free food, drinks and

OCT 2017 Faith on Fire

FaithonFire is a place for 18-23yr olds to form friendships, ask questions
and explore what it means to live a life of faith as a young Maronite in
Australia. Come along and let your faith be flame and a light that shines
bright in the world. Next event will be held on Tuesday 17th October
from 7-9pm at OLOL CYPC Level 1 Recreation Room - Entry is FREE!

kids activities & spend time with our clergy. All are welcome!
[ 0cT2017 | oLOL Youth Hunter Valley Wine Tasting Trip
Sunday 15th October
Meet at OLOL at 6:30 AM and returning 6:30 PM to OLOL
Cost: $40pp (includes bus hire, breakfast and wine tasting excludes Lunch)
Contact: Tony Lahoud on 0478 172 402

OCT 2017 Cancer Council Girl's Night In Fundraiser

Date: : Friday 27th October Time: 7:00pm
Venue: OLOL CYPC MacKillop Room
Cost: $20 per person including Food, Karaoke & Dancing.

[ Nov 2017 | Married Couples Retreat Day
Date: Sunday 19th November Time: 8:30am - 5pm
Venue: St Joseph’s Conference Centre 64 MacKillop Dr, Baulkham Hills
Cost: $100 per couple Contact: Joanne 0416234003
Registration: ololfamilycommittee@gmail.com

DIOCESAN NOTICES

NOV 2017 Spring Tea Party

Festival of The Family
Celebrating Traditional Marriage
Date: Sunday 08th October Time: 2:00pm - 6:30pm
Venue: Fairfield Showground 443 Smithfield Rd, Prairiewood

Date: Tuesday 7th November

Venue: OLOL CYPC Centre 40 Alice St, Harris Park

Cost: 590 per guest Contact: OLOL Office 9689 2899
“ Dress Code: Hat
\ Prize: $500 for the best hat.

@

Maronite

Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Librar%& Study Centre
Open 10am —10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - Gi)m
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you contact: 9633 2900

Meeting held first Thursday of every month from 7-8:30pm
in Mary MacKillop Room Lvl 1 in CYPC. More info 1300 627 227

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Carers meeting on 10 Oct 2017 from 10:30am - 1:30pm in Nemetallah Room
(Ground floor) of CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, Kamel Antonios & Wife Ghorra (B) Charly Boutros, Bernadette Tanna, Rizk & Tanna & Saba
Families, Abboud Salameh Bachar & Wife Hanneh (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Elias EI Nachar (F) Joseph Iskandar Frangiyeh (G) Colleen Madeline George,
Ghalloub Ghalloub (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph
(K) George Kanaan (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Alia
Moussa, Malkoun Family (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan,
Emile Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi, Moni Hanna Semaan (T) (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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