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OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK
Sunday 10 September 2017

Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat Brothers and sisters

P - ena W Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church
\rluvtl)tuhsgIarrrlm'da':]odoﬂeli\ivsveprlgclgt:'c Ec?mz I::glre'seAenfj . = of the Thessalonians in God the Father and

. . . - the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and
woman in the city, who was a sinner, having peace. We always give thanks to God for all
learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s

of you and men%on you in our prayers,
house, brought an alabaster jar of

constantly remembermg before our God
ointment. She stood behind him at his feet, fa

and Father your work of faith and labour of
weeping, and began to bathe his feet with love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
her tears and to dry them with her hair.

Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and
! ner ! sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen
Then she continued kissing his feet and
anointing them with the ointment. Now

you, because our message of the gospel
came to you not in word only, butalsa in
when the Pharisee who had invited him saw
it, he said to himself, “If this man were a

power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just ascyou know what kind of
prophet, he would have known who and
what kind of woman this is who is touching

persons we proved to be among you for
him — that she is a sinner.”

e

your sake.

Next Sunday’s Readings

’ And you became imitators of us and of the
First Sunday After The

Lord, for in spite of persecution you

Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, | Glorious Cross received the word with joy inspired by the
have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” 2Tim 2:1-10 Hol\i Sﬁlrlt, so that you became an example
he replied, “Speak.” “A certain creditor had Mk 10: 35-45 to all the believers in Macedonia and in

Achaia. For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
¥our faith in God has become known, so
hat we have no need to speak about it. For
the people of those regions report about us

two debtors; one owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. When they
could not pay, he cancelled the debts for
both of them. Now which of them will love Let us not

him more?” Simon answered, I suppose what kind of welcome we had among you
the one for whom he cancelled the greater close our and how you turned to God from idols, to’

debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have serve a living and true God, and to wait for
judged rightly.” hearts his Son fromgheaven whom he raised from

Then turning toward the woman, he said to within our wgshe?ﬁat_is{%%l#rsﬁr%ho rescues us from the
Simon, “Do you see this woman? | entered )

your house; you gave me no water for my own 1Thess 1: 1-10

feet, but she has bathed my feet with her c

tears and dried them with her hair. You particular Praver of the week

gave me no kiss, but from the time | came

in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You concerns,

did not anoint my head with oil, but she has but let us
anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore,
| tell you, her sins, which were many, have open them
been forgiven; hence she has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, up to a“ ()f
loves little.” Then he said to her, “Your sins
are forgiven.” But those who were at the
table with him began to say among

Lord Jesus,
As we come to the end of our sea-
son of Pentecost, we pray that the
power of the Holy Spirit be always

with us, inspiring and guiding us to
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives

S And e sald o the wapmere be your witnesses to the world.
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” R Amen!
Lk 7: 36-50

humanity

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil S, 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm

Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Saturday 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016.
Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)




Who is she?

Light from the Word

The Catechism

This Sunday’s Gospel is titled, ‘A sinful woman forgiven.’ Yet
there is much more to this woman than the title gives credit
for.

This story of the washing/anointing of Jesus’ feet (or head)
is found in all four Gospels. The story is placed towards the
end of Jesus’ life. In John’s Gospel it is Mary of Bethany
(Martha and Lazarus’ sister) who washes Jesus’ feet — an act
he will then repeat with the disciples.

Our passage today in Luke is unlike the other Gospels,
where the story occurs early on (Chapter 7). For centuries
many have acquainted this sinful woman with Mary

Magdalene but this is not accurate. The claim arose because
immediately following this passage, Luke then talks about

What is virtue?

A virtue is a habitual and firm disposition to do the
good. "The goal of a virtuous life is to become like
God" (Saint Gregory of Nyssa). There are human virtues
and theological virtues.

What are the human virtues?

The human virtues are habitual and stable perfections
of the intellect and will that govern our actions, order
our passions and guide our conduct according to reason
and faith. They are acquired and strengthened by the
repetition of morally good acts and they are purified

‘women who had been cured of evil spirits and

infirmities’ (8:1) and among them was Mary called
Magdalene. Yet 8:1-3 actually is in praise of these women
listed. So let’s go back to our Sunday passage to discover
who this woman is.

and elevated by divine grace.

Despite being labelled a sinful woman, she is actually the
one whom Jesus praises. She baths Jesus’ feet, dries them,
kisses his feet and again anoints his feet. She has shown

outstanding hospitality and love to Jesus. She has come in
her humility, seeking forgiveness and offering love. On the
other hand, the host Simon the Pharisee, showed lack of

Gormpassiorn

Jervice
hospitality and love for his guest. Faomd
So this woman is not a sinner but as Jesus publicly declares, Torgegtsy
she is a woman redeemed because of her amazing faith. It is ez
time we recognised where the real sin lies and allow people HAgpe

fove

to reclaim their goodness. Amen
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word

Brothers and Sisters,

Welcome to the fifteenth and the last week of the Season of Pentecost! This
week Saint Luke reflects on the repentance of the sinful woman who did not
know the
extremity of her sin until she questioned her conscience to be able to
understand the sinful state that she was in from her own free will. For many
years she placed God to the side and lived a life according to the needs of her
bodily desires and passions. This woman felt the compassion of our Lord Jesus E Sl 2
Christ in his love for sinners. It is because of this, she was able to have complete and total conﬁdence in God who
Lrees her in opposition to the Jewish Law. The Jewish law wanted to persecute her, but our Lord wanted to free
er.

Therefore, the forgiveness of God differs to the forgiveness of people. The forgiveness of God is perfect, without
any conditions, it does not open the pages of the past. The forgiveness of humanity has conditions. It is full of
judgement, criticism and condemnation.

?{Ve offer our prayers today for everyone so that they can truly understand the meaning of repentance in their
ives.

‘ﬂs you are all aware, His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay has launched the first Diocesan Assembly
for our Maronite Eparchy after 150 years of presence in Australia which will be held at Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral from 24 to 26 November. Its purpose is to discuss ways of improving our Christian witness and
strengthening our Maronite Church in Australia. The deadline for the survey is fast approaching and we have only
until 15 September to complete it. | strongly encourage you to complete the survey before the deadline and have
your say. Through it, we will be able to better understand the hopes, aspirations, expectations, and challenges
that face the Maronites in Australia. The survey is available for you to complete online at maronite.org.au or a
hard copy can be collected from the church. If you have already completed a hard copy survey, please don’t
forget to bring it back to the parish as soon as possible.

‘Finally, | would like to remind you about three very important events in our parish this week. The first is the
ordination to the diaconate of Subdeacons Danny Nouh and Nehme Khattar, this Tuesday 12 September at 6pm,
here in the Cathedral. Secondly, the Sodality trip to Saint Nematallah with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel
and the Sodalities from all the parishes on Wednesday 13 September. Thirdly, we celebrate the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Glorious Cross on Thursday 14 September. This of course is the start of a new season in the
Maronite Church. We will be celebrating Mass at 6pm, followed by Adoration and then a procession with the
cross and bonfire on the church grounds. | look forward to seeing you at all these events.



Penance — Sacrament of Healing

The dictionary explains penance to be “punishment inflicted on oneself as an outward
expression of repentance for wrongdoing.” For those of us who are familiar with the bank
reconciliation process, it won’t come as a surprise when | say that “penance” is very much like
that tiresome work of amending and clarifying entries to bring back order to the system. Of
course, as Catholics, we understand the Sacrament of Penance to be that great act of God’s
infinite mercy and grace in the forgiveness and absolution of our sins when we confess
through a priest. The word itself can be used when speaking about the Sacrament or about the
act of expiation requested to fulfil, or satisfy, the absolution.

As a teacher of the faith, | am often asked about the need for penance. It would be difficult to answer this
guestion without referring to the Canaanite woman of the Gospel. The woman who was forgiven for so many sins
of her past, that she was overwhelmed with gratitude and didn’t know how to thank Jesus except to offer an act
of humility. Although such an act is not necessarily made public, penance is just that —an act of humble gratitude
as well as one of reparation for wrongs committed. | like to use the analogy of a broken window...if you’re playing
with a ball outside and break the window of a neighbour, the immediate reaction would be to apologise to that
neighbour. Having apologised, is the window less broken, or is it instantly repaired? No, it’s still broken. The
apology has been accepted, and neighbours are reconciled, but they only return to being ‘at one’ with each other
(i.e. atonement is reached) when the window has been fixed. For me, this is the meaning of penance and
reparation — to fix what has been broken, after apologising wherever possible.

In any relationship, saying “I'm sorry, please forgive me” is the phrase that brings about the onset of atonement.
This is where humiliation bears the fruit of humility, for it takes much effort in removing our pride so that we can
utter these words. Relationships can break or mend, depending on our willingness to apologise, and upon our
desire to repair any damage. We cannot do this without love for God and neighbour. Penance is a merciful act of
love and humility combined, for the salvation of our souls, and to bear witness to the Cross of Christ.

Salwa Elias

Senior’s Committee Teens Corner

One of my favourite passages from
_| scripture is the
following:

After the wonderful events of
the feast of the Assumption of
our Blessed Virgin Mary the

“ John 1:29
The next day he saw Jesus coming
toward him, and said, "Behold, the

Lamb of God, who takes away the
7 sin of the world!"

Senior's Committee are now
back with our precious seniors
every second Thursday
enjoying Holy Mass, lunch and =
entertainment under the guidance of Sister Guitta We can see how St John the Baptist
would have felt as he saw our Blessed Lord walking toward

God bless her . .
him to be baptised. Humbled, honoured and at peace,
knowing full well that this is the man who would redeem
We will mi Spiritual leader Father B q us and save us from our sins. The Lamb of God. The Lamb

€ Wil miss our>piritual leader Father Bernard may  \ithout blemish. The Saviour of the world.

God be with him and bring him safely back from

My guestion to you is this...
Lebanon

How do you feel, each time you walk toward Christ, when

about to receive Him in the Holy Eucharist?
We look forward to our meetings God bless

Our Lady of the most Blessed Sacrament, please pray for

us.
Sonia Abi-Rached Al Stephan

Everyone!
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A | Interested in becoming part
HEFL‘/EK‘\}W ‘ of the Community Business
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Network Page?

For $509 ONLY you can promote your

~ INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | RESIDENTIAL business for the whole month.
A" PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING /£ )

i "@ 0404631 019 LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS

RAYMOND ISHAK

www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au

' PLUMBING SOLUTIONSE

For further details
Email: media@olol.org.au
]30,0 141315 or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510
www.envirowaste.com.au




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 10" September: 15" Sunday of Pentecost

9:30am Late George Najib Akkawe from Tripoli died in
Lebanon

11:00am 40 Days Tannous Toufic Bou Daher from Zgharta

5:00pm One Year Late Souraya Gerges Sahyoun widow of

Late Gerges Menassa from Kfarfou

7:00pm  One year Samir Mekary from Zgharta

Monday 11th September

6:00pm Late Hassib Gerges Boutros Harb from Tannourine
died in Lebanon

Tuesday 12" September

6:00pm Diaconate Ordination of Subdeacon’s Danny Nouh and
Nehme Khattar

Thursday 14" September Excaltation of the Glorious Cross

6:00pm Mass for all the living and departed of Our Lady of

Lebanon Parishioners

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

7:00pm

8:00pm Candlelight Procession of the Cross on the church
grounds with bonfire (light snacks available after procession)
Saturday 16" September

6:00pm 40 Days Elias Sajih Nachar from Nfeisseh- Akkar

Sunday 17" September 1% Sunday after the Glorious Cross
11:00am 40 days Assaad Boumina from Zghartaghrine

5:00pm One Year Alma Youssef Fadlallah widow of The
Late Semaan Youssef Azar from Ardeh

Announcements
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Diaconate Ordination
' His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay will ordain Subdeacon Danny Nouh and Subdeacon Nehme Khattar as Deacons
f Tuesday 12 September 2017
at 6 pm at Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral.
Everyone is welcome!

100th Year Anniversary—Our Lady of Fatima
Wednesday 13 September 2017 at 10am
To celebrate this event we will be praying the Rosary
followed by Mass at St Nemetallah Maronite Centre on the address 425 Wilton Rd, Appin, NSW
Cost: $10 per person

Faith on Fire
Are you 18 to 22?

The MYO would like to invite you to the launch of our new initiative
"Faith on Fire" on the 19th September 2017
Come along and enjoy a night of free food and fun and find out more
about this great new initiative.
For catering purposes please RSVP by texting 0450 441 508.

[ SEPT 2017 | OLOL Youth Grand Ball
Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Location: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Cost: $100pp or $90pp early bird until 22 September
Amazing food, incredible entertainment!
Come and join us for an unforgettable night!
Contact: James Isaac 0406 336 771 or Sally EI-Azzi 0434 615 803

DIOCESAN NOTICES

Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey
After more than 150 years of Maronite presence in Australia, the first Maronite
Diocesan Assembly will be held from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 November 2017,
in Sydney. To help prepare for this Assembly, under the theme: “Strong in Faith,
Growing in Love”, all Maronites are invited to complete a short survey.
The survey can be accessed online through maronite.org.au or you can collect a
copy from your church. Please return the completed survey to any parish office by
15 September 2017.

Maronite Ladies of the Gospel - Father's Day Mass and Brunch
The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel invite you to a Mass, Blessing and Brunch on
Sunday 17 September 2017 at Beit Maroun, on the occasion of Father’s Day. All
proceeds will go to the Clergy Fund and the education of seminarians in the
Eparchy. Tickets are $150 per couple. For tickets, please contact Shirley on 0409 330
028 or Noelle on 0433 373 720.

Postal Vote on Marriage

In a few weeks, you will be receiving forms to your home addresses asking you to
vote on whether Australia should change marriage law to include “same-sex
marriage”. We urge you to exercise your right to Vote NO, to keep marriage, as
willed by God in the Bible, a unique relationship between a man and a woman.
Bishop Tarabay is calling on all Maronites to be active in the upcoming postal vote.
As Maronites, it is our obligation to uphold and defend our faith by making sure you
vote and vyou encourage others to vote in this campaign. Visit:
www.maronitevolunteer.org to register your details for volunteering and be
involved and notified of all initiatives. For more information, please contact
MaroniteCare on 028831 0000 or by email to danny@maronitecare.org.au

A bill to legalise euthanasia

A bill to legalise euthanasia will soon be before parliament, and we ask for your
support to oppose this bill and affirm the Church's teaching that life is a gift from
God and everyone is worthy of life. The "Voluntary Assisted Dying" bill allows
people with a terminal illness to be given the means to kill themselves, or be killed
by a medical practitioner. Legalising assisted suicide sends a message to the elderly,
disabled or terminally ill that they are a burden, and we ask for your support to
affirm the value of human life. After Mass there will be petitions outside for you to
sign, please sign the petition to protect life.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Elias EI Nachar (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen
Madeline George, Ghalloub Ghalloub, Hamid George (H) Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad,
Anis Jamil Haddad (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Simon Khoury, Toufic Khoury (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun
Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses, Departed of Moses Family, Boutrous & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Youssef Lichaa Malkoun (N) Badwi Joe
Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Milia Bou Raidan (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya
Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi, Michael Saad (T) Karime Tannous (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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