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Sunday 13 August 2017
The Gospel Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost The Epistle

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing So Christ came and proclaimed peace to
through it. A man was there named you who were far off and peace to those
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and who were near; for through him both of us
was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus have access in one Spirit to the Father.

was, but on account of the crowd he could So then you are no longer strangers and
not, because he was short in stature. aliens, but you are citizens with the saints
and also members of the household of God,
built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the cornerstone. In him the whole structure
is joined together and grows into a holy
temple in the Lord; in whom you also are
built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.

So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore
tree to see him, because he was going to
pass that way. When Jesus came to the
place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for |
must stay at your house today.” So he
hurried down and was happy to welcome

! Next Sunday’s Readings
him.

Twelfth Sunday Eph 2: 17-22
All who saw it began to grumble and said, of Pentecost .
“He has gone to l:%e the gguest of one who is Eph 3:1-13 Blessed Feast of the Assumption

Mt 15: 21-28

On behalf of our Bishop, His Excellency
Antoine-Charbel, our Dean Father Tony,
all the priests, subdeacons, staff and
committees, we would like to wish you all a
Blessed Feast of the Assumption.

a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said
to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions,
Lord, | will give to the poor; and if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay
back four times as much.” Then Jesus said
to him, “Today salvation has come to this God has May the Virgin Mary, Our Lady of the
house, because he too is a son of Abraham. Assumption, always inspire us to
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to gathered all follow her example.
save the lost.” y Ry -

Lk 19: 1-10

Prayer of the week His graces

0 Blessed Virgin,
pray to God for us always, and called
that He may pardon us
and give us grace.
Pray to God for us always,
that He may grant us peace in this
life. Pray to God for us always, Saint Louis de
that He may reward us
with paradise at our death.
Amen!

them Mary

Montfort

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil S 1lam (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)




MARY

Queen of MARTYRS
INTERCEdE fOR US

4 - 15 August 2017

- ]
The Gospel The Epistle

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for fast to what is good; love one another with

he has looked with favour on the lowliness mutual affection; outdo one another in

of his servant. Surely, from now on all showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent

generations will call me blessed; for the in Spirit, serv.e th? Lord. Rgome In your .

Mighty One has done great things for me, hope, be patlfent in suffering, persevere in

and holy is his name. His mercy is for those prayer. Contribute FO the needs of the

. ) saints, extend hospitality to strangers.

who fear him from generation to

generation. He has shown strength with his

arm; he has scattered the proud in the

thoughts of their hearts. He has brought

down the powerful from their thrones, and

lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry

with good things, and sent the rich away From Mary we learn to surrender to God’s Will in all things.

empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in

remembrance of his mercy, according to From Mary we learn to trust even when all hope seems gone.

the promise he made to our ancestors, to

Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
Lk 1: 46-55

Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep.

Rom 12:9-15

From Mary we learn to love Christ her Son and the Son of God.

Light from the Word Assumption

I the celebration of the Assumption, our parish feast day, we read
| Mary’s Song of Praise, the Magnificat. It is a
powerful ode to God.

Oh the lips of Mary are found words that are seeped with hope and
justice, power and love. From the very beginning of this praise, Mary
has a great vision of God at work among us, God’s very presence
taking action in our lives, God’s ways trumping all in favour of mercy.

Mary is full of joy because she knows God remains faithful, God is powerful, God hears the cry of the poor. She
praises God’s mercy first and foremost, mercy shown to her and to all in need of compassion. Here there is no
disdain for the poor but instead there is abundance of giving. God will lift up the lowly (v52). Mary knows for she
has experienced it. This is a God who comes to us in order to raise us up. A God of the downtrodden.

Mary rejoices in this God who will fill ‘the hungry with good things’ (v53). A God of practicality. A God who knows
that to truly be a God for humanity, then alleviating the plight of the us becomes a necessity. A God who seeks to
win over the people, not by power and riches, but by genuine concern. A God caring of one and all.

Finally, Mary praises this God of faithfulness ‘to the promise’ of Israel (v55) God cares not only for each one, but
for society as a while, and for nations. Prosperity, freedom, equality and dignity are marks of the presence of God
among us. God, through Mary’s yes, came to set things right. God comes with a purpose — to love us into fullness
of life. Then, like Mary, we can praise God with our entire being. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF



Feast Week Icon

Mary, Queen of Martyrs, intercede for us was the theme that Father Tony together with
the Pastoral Council chose for Feast Week this year. As Father Tony explains in his
Servant’s Corner, it reflects and encompasses the commemoration of the Jubilee Year of
Martyrdom and Martyrs as announced by the Maronite Patriarch on the Feast of Saint
Maroun this year. When the theme was agreed upon, we started thinking about an icon
that would truly bring to life the theme. Further we wanted it to be truly a Maronite icon.
Together with our Media committee, we started googling and browsing the net for ideas.
The icons of Father Abdou Badwi are Maronite par excellence. We searched through his
iconography and found two icons; one for the Three Hundred and Fifty Martyred Monks
of Saint Maroun and one for Our Lady, Mary, Mother of God, sitting on the throne of
Heaven and Earth. Our Media committee did their magic, and the result is a Maronite icon
of Mary, Queen of Martyrs. May she intercede for us all.

Subdeacon Danny Nouh

The Servant’s Word Mary, Queen of Martyrs, Intercede for us

Brothers and Sisters,
Why is Mary called the Queen of Martyrs? The theme that we chose this year for
Feast Week surprised many of our parishioners. Although it is taken from the Litany
of Loretto, many thought that we could have chosen a more “positive” theme, like
Queen of Peace or Queen of Love, etc; suggesting that the word “Martyrs” has
negative connotations. Firstly, this theme revolved around our Mother Church’s
commemoration this year of Martyrdom and Martyrs which began on 9 February
2017, the Feast of Saint Maroun and will conclude on 2 March 2018, the Feast of N
Saint John Maroun. Secondly, and as the Patriarchal Synod explains to us, it is a great incentive to pay trlbute and
remember the witness of our martyrs, to learn about our heritage, to discover the forgotten and the unknown
martyrs, and to stand in solidarity with the martyrs of today, so that they will all be our example of following
Christ and witnessing to his love in giving, sacrifice, forgiveness and reconciliation.

Ofcourse Mary, who was not physically martyred through the body, experienced martyrdom through her
witness to her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed John Henry Newman exclaims: “What an overwhelming horror
it must have been for the Blessed Mary to witness the Passion and the Crucifixion of her Son!” When Mary and
Joseph took Jesus to present him in the Temple, the Prophet Simeon prophesied that a soul would pierce her
soul. If we think about this in depth, we come to understand that the pains of the soul may be as fierce as those
of the body. As she stood beneath the cross, watching her son, the King, suffer so greatly, how can she be
anything but the Queen of Martyrs? Further, Mary has and will always be the companion of every Maronite! She
is our companion on the path of Faith! She is our companion on the path of martyrdom!

Brothers and sisters, the word “Martyr” definitely does not have negative connotations. On the contrary, the
word “martyr” brings with it connotations of love, witness, peace and selflessness. The word martyr is the
highest award of honour that a Christian can have in witnessing to our Lord and Saviour. From the simplicity of
the Kadisha Valley to all over the world, the blood of our martyrs is flowing through the faith and perseverance of
our people. If it wasn’t for our martyrs who defended our faith, we would not be here!

‘ﬂfter months of preparation and eagerness, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary has arrived
bringing with it the graces of the Glorious Season. Our journey began last Friday with our procession and Mass in
which we truly celebrated the Martyrs of the Maronite Church together with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-
Charbel, our clergy and our parishioners. On Saturday night, we experienced the double blessing of His Excellency
who celebrated the Mass for the second night in a row as we celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our
Lord. The tradition, tastes, buzz and atmosphere of a Souk Festival brought about a wonderful sense of
community afterwards. Our youth on Sunday night celebrated the feast with a Mass and BBQ which again
transformed the carpark into a scene from the Mediterranean coastal villages. On Monday night, the Sodality of
the Immaculate Conception brought together the Sodalities of the entire Eparchy and celebrated Mass followed
by dinner and dancing in the recreation room. On Tuesday, the Seniors and Faith and Light Committees joined
forces to celebrate Mass followed by a beautiful lunch in the Church Hall. In the evening, we celebrated the Feast
of Saint Mary MacKillop and Father Dr Nayef Zeinaty presented a beautiful talk on the Announcements of Mary.
On Wednesday night, Bishop Richard Umbers inspired us with his talk on the Assumption, linking it to the theme,
Mary Queen of Martyrs. On Thursday, we worshiped and adored Our Lord in the blessed sacrament of the
Eucharist as we prepared for his Mother’s Feast. On Friday night, we were captivated by the music and
reflections of Ghadi and his team in the recital “A Song of Praise” in the Cathedral. This is our parish “A Song of
Praise” to our Lord and his Mother. Throughout Feast Week we have been praying the Rosary and Novena of Our
Lady of Lebanon for all your intentions.

l take this opportunity to thank each one of you for your sponsorship, support, contribution and participation.
May Mary, Queen of Martyrs, intercede for you and your loved ones always.

:Blessed Feast of the Assumption to all! Father Tony Sarkis



love?

Crisis of belief

Almost every spiritual crisis is a crisis of belief in God’s love for me.
Doubting God’s love was in fact the biggest lie | was told through
Original Sin. In time of turmoil, | ask myself “Do | truly believe that
God loves me”? Let’s think when do we find ourselves doubting God’s

1. When we go through suffering and He does not seem to respond or
2. When we sin and we think that there is no way He loves us in the
state we arein.

Recently my friend’s dad passed away after a tragic accident and these words | heard once at a retreat came
back to my mind. Are we really alone in time of suffering? Does God seem to be silent? Remember here what
God said: “Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine...Because you are precious
in my eyes, and honoured, and | love you...” (Is43:1,4). God “the way and THE TRUTH and the life” (Jn14:6), says:
“you are precious in my eyes and | love you”, THE TRUTH is speaking here, Oh, how can we doubt His love?
Unshakeable confidence in the Lord is what will pull us through everything. It is the crucial cry against original sin.
Abandonment and confidence in God is “To ask nothing and to refuse nothing” St Francis de Sales. “It is to be

disturbed by nothing” St Therese of Lisieux.

Then comes the second situation where we doubt God’s love, when we sin and feel guilty, we become our own
judge. We see our ugliness and think that we are ugly in God’s eyes. We stop believing in His love. We doubt His
mercy. Nothing offends God more than doubting His mercy and love. | am so inspired by St John Vianney’s words:
“The good Lord is more eager to pardon a repentant sinner than a mother to rescue her child from the fire”.

Let’s not apply to the Heart of Jesus the measure of our own miserable hearts. Jesus Gentle and humble of heart,

make our hearts like your heart.

When there was a big storm and the boat was shaking, the apostles screamed:
“Lord, save us, we are perishing!” Our prayer should be: “With you Jesus | cannot perish, you are always in the

boat with me; what have | to fear?

Juliette Ayoub

Come Alive Corner Senior’s Corner

Children Learn What They live

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn.

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight.

If children live with fear, they learn to be
apprehensive.

If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for
themselves.

If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy.

If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy.

If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty.
If children live with encouragement, they learn
confidence.

If children live with tolerance, they learn patience.
If children live with praise, they learn appreciation.
If children live with acceptance, they learn to love.
If children live with approval, they learn to like
themselves.

If children live with recognition, they learn it is good
to have a goal.

If children live with sharing, they learn generosity.

If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness.

If children live with fairness, they learn justice.

If children live with kindness and consideration, they

learn respect.

If children live with security, they learn to have faith
in themselves and in those about them.

If children live with acceptance and friendship, they
learn to find Love in the world.

Dorothy Law Nolte

Ovur Senior's Committee together with the Faith and Light
Committee, celebrated the feast of the Assumption of Our
Blessed Virgin Mary with our wonderful seniors.

We celebrated the Holy Mass with
Father Bernard and Father Paul,
then enjoyed lunch, music and
entertainments under the
guidance of our beloved Sister
Guitta. It was so rewarding to see
our seniors so happy.

Under the guidance of the Senior's |
Committee and our Spiritual leader .
Father Bernard, some of our Seniors have just completed a
Chronic disease self management program. As always we
look forward to meeting with our precious seniors again.

Happy Feast Day everyone! May Our Lady, Our Mother,
the Mother of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, protect everyone.
Amen.




Message of Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Feast of the Assumption 2017

Dearly beloved in Christ,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.”

These famous words were spoken by the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God,
and they have resounded throughout the history, to reach us today, as fresh and as
powerful as ever.

The example of Our Lady stands as a shining beacon, guiding us as we travel the road
to her Son. For this reason, she was given a name of great honour in the early
Church: Mary the “Theotokos”, meaning Mary “the God bearer.”

| recently came back from Lebanon and | had the chance to make a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. When we travel to Lebanon and the Middle East, we are reminded, that
Mary is the Queen of Martyrs, for the people of God are suffering from terrible
persecution in that unfortunate part of the world.

It is because of the worrying increase of violence and hostility to Christians, that our
Maronite Church has declared this to be the Year of Martyrs and their witness. In this '

year we especially remember all those who have accepted death rather than abandon their faith in our Church.
We are grateful that we here in Australia are not suffering persecution like our brethren of the Middle East, but
we are experiencing something different, a serious and sustained attack on our values. There is a new hostility
openly displayed towards our Gospel values, our Christian ideals and our very right to live by our beliefs.

| address those issues because it is necessary. But it is also necessary to share the good news, and thanks to your
prayers and other support, there is an abundance of it.

First, after a long wait, we have received approval from the relevant authorities to begin the Our Lady Aged Care
Centre and to reopen the nursing home here in Harris Park. We are soon to begin demolition of the present
buildings, and then, to begin construction of a new centre.

Further, | am proud to announce that the relics of St Maroun will be arriving to our diocese in February 2018.
These relics will visit all our churches in Australia and will then remain permanently at St Maroun’s Cathedral in
Redfern.

The third good news is our first Maronite Diocesan Assembly to be held in November this year under the theme:
“Strong in Faith — Growing in Love”. | want the laity, the good people who flock to the churches, to express their
fears, their hopes and their aspirations. Our Diocesan Assembly will be marked by three moments: to listen, to
understand and to act. We have to listen to our people who are facing new challenges in transmitting the faith
from generation to generation. We wish to meet these challenges with understanding, seeking the wisdom of the
Holy Spirit, and with charity: including all of the faithful, not least our young people who are so important to us.

Dearly beloved, let us meditate upon the wonderful words of praise which fell from the lips of Our Lady in her
great hymn, the Magnificat: “My spirit rejoices in God my saviour.” Let this be as real for us, as it was for the
martyrs who gladly accepted their death as a passage to the world to come.

| entrust all of you beloved sons and daughters of the faith to Mary, the Theotokos, the God bearer. | also entrust
to Mary’s Holy Heart all our priests especially those serving this wonderful parish, asking her to lead us all closer
to her son Jesus Christ.

Happy Feast Day!
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Prayer for the Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs

&2 0 Holy Father, who chose the martyrs, had compassion on them with your love and crowned
] them with the glory of heaven, we glorify you in this Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs.

= 0 Lord Jesus, you gave yourself up and endured suffering and crucifixion. The martyrs offered

themselves as a sacrifice out of love for you. We thank you for your redemption and glorious
salvation.

-~ 0 Holy Spirit, who empowers the martyrs and adorn them with the crown of glory, we worship
™| you and ask you to grant us the graces of faith, hope and love.

| 0 Most Holy Trinity, we ask you, with the intercession of our Mother the Queen of Martyrs, to
grant us the grace of union with you, so we become true witnesses to you, like the saintly martyrs,
and we raise glory to you now and forever. Amen.
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FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 13 August: 11th Sunday of Pentecost

SN

8:00am Mass for the intentions of sinners and the sick
followed by breakfast at the Senior’s Room for the
Centenary apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Fatima

9:30am Family and Fersen Mass followed by Rides & Free
Sausage Sizzle

11:00am 1 Year Yamen Boutros Germanos wife of Mtanios
Jebrine Yaacoub from Karm el Mohr

2:30pm Feast for Our Lady of Zgharta offered by Zgharta
Assocaition

5:00pm 40 Day Michael George Alam from Daraya

6:15pm Novena and Rosary (English)

Monday 14 August: Eve of the Feast of the Assumption

Masses: 7am, 9am & 7pm

7:00pm Solemn Mass of the Assumption celebrated by His
Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay followed
by H'Rissi, Lebanese Sweets & Entertainment

Tuesday 15 August: Feast of the Assumption
Masses: 7:00am, 8:45am, 11:00am and 6:00pm Masses

Thursday 17 August
6:00pm 1 Year Christopher Camille Obeid from Imar

Saturday 19 August
6:00pm 1 Year Mariam Mekari wife of Yaacoub Tannous
Finianos from Zgharta

Sunday 20 August: 12th Sunday of Pentecost

11:00am 1 Year Lamia Mtanios Abboud from Basloukit
widow of the late Khalil Mourched from
Mazraat El Teffah

5:00pm 1 Year Sayed Barakat from Bhaireh

Maronite Diocesan Assembly Survey
After more than 150 years of Maronite presence in Australia, the first Maronite
Diocesan Assembly will be held from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 November 2017, in
Sydney. To help prepare for this Assembly, under the theme: “Strong in Faith,
Growing in Love”, all Maronites are invited to complete a short survey. The survey
can be accessed online through maronite.org.au or you can collect a copy from
your church. Please return the completed survey to any parish office by

Adoration & Procession of the Blessed Sacrament
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2017 Feast Week Sponsors
IV

(GO IEI) SPONSORS SV ERISPONSoRSE BRONZE sponsors

A

ROCK FORM

Pty Ltd

Where every family is special \\
LadyAnne $ Bank of Sydney

FUNERALS

Sound
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A Big THANK YOU to our Feast Week Supporters & Donors...
A&W Packaging - A.C Trades - Acropolis - Active Forklift -
Antoun’s Construction - Bridge Discount Furniture -

Brush Right Painting - Buddy’s Workshop - CDARZ - Celebrating - Double Mac - El
Sweetie - Harkola - Hollier Dicksons - HRT2HRT— In Style Temporary Fence & Hire
- Karima Catering Services - MelhemCorp - Monjay Mezza - Renaissance - Samir
Abla— Sammy & Lola Marquee & Neon Lights - Singers (Miriam Dib,

Anthony Anjoul & Rami El Mir) -
Shaiko Construction & Maintenance - SeaSweet - Sound Agents - Spark Attack -
SweetLand - Sydney City Form -
TDP Petroleum Transport - TLC Catering - Tony Francis Meats -
Two Way Towing Services - Zafet Lebnan - Zaki & Lawas

Our Raffle Donors
Adore - Clapetra Boutique - Enviro Waste Services Group -
Live Style Store - MaronitesConnected.com.au - Oatlands House

A Big WELL DONE to our TEAM of Feast Week VOLUNTEERS
To The Feast Week Coordinating Team & to the wonderful team
of Ladies, Men, Youth & Staff for their hard work preparing
the Liturgies, Events, Food, Sweets, Drinks, Logistics,
Volunteers & Traffic Controllers.

Community Business Network Page

%, : S Interested in becoming part
SUITE2/6 MCFARLANE ST MERRYLANDS NSW 2160 |\} 7 \ ) . .

Y of the Community Business
@ 02 8004 9165 With over 12 Years in experience i, 5

we are hers to assist you in your INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL | FIESIDENTIAL Network Page?
business and taxation needs.

D 0432 376 377  ourgoal i o help your business 2' '“" PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING *
(o)

o A ©0404 631 01 9

For $500 ONLY you can promote
/ /i your business for the whole month.
RAYMOND ISHAK !

V%) www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au (7.

B ==« WWW.AKOURYS.COM.AU D,
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed (B) Badoui Family (C) (D) Linda Draybi (E) Matthew Essey, Chmouni & Tannous El Hassan,
Hanna Assad El Chidiac & their faithful departed (F) Assaf Nader Fares & their faithful departed (G) Helen George, Majid George, Colleen Madeline George,
Ghalloub Ghalloub (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Joseph David
Harradine, Salim Najib Habkouk & family (1) Departed of the Ishac Family (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Sarkis Khoury & Family, Khoury Family (L) (M)
Therese Melhem, Boutros & Johra Moussa and their daughter Malki, Semaan & Karime Masri, Youssef & Ghssoun Maroun, Anthony Marmah Moses,
Departed of Moses Family, Meray Matta (N) Badwi Joe Nohra (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph,
Milia Bou Raidan, Rizk Family, Emile Rizk (S) Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Nabih Nasim Saad, Youssef Michael Shaheen, Therese Safadi (T)
Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (Y) (2)
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