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The Gospel The Epistle

Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, | urge you, brothers and sisters, to keep an
‘I will send them prophets and apostles,
some of whom they will kill and

persecute,’ so that this generation may be
charged with the blood of all the prophets
shed since the foundation of the

world, from the blood of Abel to the blood
of Zechariah, who perished between the
altar and the sanctuary. Yes, | tell you, it will
be charged against this generation. Woe to
you lawyers! For you have taken away the
key of knowledge; you did not enter
yourselves, and you hindered those who Next Sunday’s Readings
were entering.” When he went outside, the | Transfiguration of Our Lord
scribes and the Pharisees began to be very 2 Cor 3:7-17
hostile toward him and to cross-examine Mk 9:1-7

him about many things, lying in wait for ) ) o
him, to catch him in something he might Prayer is the guileless in what is evil. The God of peace
say.

eye on those who cause dissensions and
offenses, in opposition to the teaching that
you have learned; avoid them. For such
people do not serve our Lord Christ, but
their own appetites, and by smooth talk
and flattery they deceive the hearts of the
simple-minded. For while your obedience is
known to all, so that | rejoice over you, |

want you to be wise in what is good and

will shortly crush Satan under your feet.

Luke 11:49-54 best weapon

MARY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS

Opening Procession we possessS. pEE

Friday 4 August at 6pm )
It is the key

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with

Rom 16:17-20

Praver of the week

Lord, make me a disciple of your
TN o @ Peace sothatTtoo may bring light
E S R . - to those in darkl.rless‘ Grant me Fhe
Sunday 13 August from 10:30am - 2:30pm God courage and wisdom to proclaim
your Truth, despite the struggles
and hardships that I may encounter
in my life. Let nothing disturb or
distract me from serving You
Pietrelcina Amen!

OLOL Souk (Market Festival)

Saturday 5 August at 7pm that opens

Parish BBQ & Festival Night
Saturday 12 August at 7pm

Feast Day Mass & H’rissi
Monday 14 August at 7pm

for full program St. Pio of
visit www.olol.org.au
or find at church doors.

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Famil S, 11am (Ar/Eng)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng}
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au). Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean): 0433 211 248
A.P’s: Fr Youwakim Noujaim 0406 060 445. Fr Pierre Khoury 0411 735 258. Fr Youhanna Khalife 0403 715 105.
Fr Paul Joubeir 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard Assi 0411 811 807. Fr Yuhanna Azize 0435 764 824.
Subdeacon Danny Nouh 0477 008 787. Subdeacon Robert Albayeh 0414 447 883. Subdeacon Charbel Dib 0410 759 795

5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)




Light from the Word

Ministry of truth

Jesus, a man with a vision, a ministry, mighty in word
and deed. He drew the crowds and made the least in
society feel important. He was a man filled with the
Holy Spirit of God.

We read in today’s Gospel (Lk 4:14-21) that Jesus would

The Catechism
How does sin threaten marriage?

Because of original sin, which caused a rupture in the
God-given communion between man and woman, the
union of marriage is very often threatened by discord
and infidelity. However, God in his infinite mercy gives
to man and woman the grace to bring the union of their

‘teach in their synagogues’ (v15). But before his
teaching and popularity with the people, what had
made him such a man of interest to others? The answer
may be in the line, ‘he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, as was his custom’ (v16). We don’t live in
a vacuum. We have a background, our past and family,
our religion and rituals, that shape us. Jesus was the
person he was because of what he chose to follow. It is
obvious he had spent his life attending sKna%ogues,
reading the Scriptures, listening to God in his life. He
was a spiritually wise man.

lives into accord with the original divine plan.

What does the Old Testament teach about
marriage?

God helped his people above all through the teaching of
the Law and the Prophets to deepen progressively their
understanding of the unity and indissolubility of
marriage. The nuptial covenant of God with Israel
prepared for and prefigured the new covenant
established by Jesus Christ the Son of God, with his
spouse, the Church.

When Jesus reads the passage from the scroll of Isaiah,
he isn’t just reading out a script. He is fleshing the
command to ’brins good news to the poor. .. release
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let
the oppressed go free’ (v18). Jesus wasn’t going to shy
away from the challenges of Scripture, to water down
the demands, or to select only those words that suited
his lifestyle. No. Instead Jesus would take up the
challenges with all their beauty and pain, their virtues
and threats. To be the man he was to be, Jesus would
use every breath of his life to be committed to God’s
will. Jesus would be radical, a transformer, a champion
for the rights of the least, and a martyr for truth. Amen

Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF

The Servant’s Word 1500 Years on — The Martyrdom of the Disciples of Saint Maroun

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 5‘ . ¢ 4 ‘53

As we continue our journey in the Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs we arrive at a
very important commemoration, that of the Three Hundred and Fifty Martyrs.
These martyrs were the disciples of Saint Maroun who sacrificed their lives for their
faith and especially in defence of the doctrine of the Council of Chalcedon that
declared that Jesus was both human and divine. These disciples were 6th Century
monks living in several

monasteries throughout Northern Syria. They held strong ties to the Catholic faith,
particularly to the teaching of the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon. Despite
the Dogma of the Council there persisted the group called 1§ L' A
Monophysites—meaning one nature, namely the divine nature. Patriarch Severus "2 A%
embraced this Monophysite heresy and persecuted the monks, ordering them to be o
executed in the year 517AD. Today commemorates the 1500-year anniversary of their martyrdom.

In the Gospel for their feast, Jesus tells us that “the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles,
some of whom they will kill and persecute,” so that this ﬁeneration may be charged with the blood of all the
Brophets shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished

etween the altar and the sanctuary.” Zechariah, priest, prophet, and father of Saint John the Baptist was stoned
to death in the Temple because he accused the people and leaders of Israel of being untrue to God’s Law. Jesus
sternly rebukes the scribes and Pharisees who should have been the very ones to recognize who he was. These
very scribes and Pharisees would not allow the people to follow Jesus. They did everything to condemn him
block his way, eventually leading to his crucifixion and death. And as Jesus prophesized, even those who followed
him would suffer persecution because of his name. This is what hapPened to the 350 monks of Saint Maroun and
this is what continues to happen today and sadly in the same part of the world that these monks came from.

So that we can truly witness to the faith of the martyrs and in-line with Patriarch Becharra Boutros Al-Rai’s letter
regarding the Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs, we decided that our Feast Week celebrations this year would
focus on this theme. As such, we chose the theme “Mary, Queen of Martyrs, Intercede for Us” to truly connect
the Feast of the Assumption with the Year of Martyrdom and Martyrs. The intercession “Mary Queen of Martyrs”
is from the Litany of Loretto. Although Mary did not suffer physical or bodilﬁ martyrdom, she certainly suffered
mental martyrdom witnessing the brutality of the Passion of her Son and fulfilling the prophesy of

Simeon that a “sword would pierce her soul.” Mary is most truly, Queen of Martyrs.

As we approach the celebrations IeadinF up to the Feast of the Assumption, | encourage everyone to get involved
and truly live this journey both spiritually and socially as one community and one family. The celebrations begin
on Friday 4 August with the Opening Procession and Mass followed by a spiritual night of Adoration, confession
and reflection. This begins a very busy twelve-day program that will lead us up to our Parish Feast. So please
don’t miss out. If you can volunteer at any of the events, please contact the parish office. | look forward to
sharing the experience of Feast Week with all of you!

Father Tony Sarkis



And by Him we cry “Abba, Father”- Romans 8:15

How powerful is this statement my brothers and sisters. By the blood of Jesus, worry
got casted out and peace replaced fear in our hearts. Now, we became worthy to cry out
to the eternal One who created everything from nothing and say: “Our Father who art in
heaven” Matthew 6:9.

By Jesus Christ, the Heavenly Father has revealed himself to us and proved that his
longing love for each one of us will never be compromised - “I will never forget you”
Isaiah 49:15.

He so loved us that He gave his one only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life John 3:16.

The presence of a father is an utmost pillar for a child’s healthy mental

development as he gives him identity, belonging and security, yet humans aren’t
perfect.

If an imperfect father can affect that much his child’s personality, imagine what our
perfect Heavenly Father can do for us, His beloved children!

In our world where sin reigns, many have lost their fathers earlier in life while others were not loved enough by
them and others their fathers rejected them. In most cases, because of this

absence, major psychological problems arise in a child’s life starting from childhood to adulthood such as trauma,
depression and sadly the fear from God The Father or even worse, the unawareness of His presence. But guess
what, there is hope!

Having hope in such circumstances isn’t suffice. It should be accompanied by Faith in Jesus-Christ who is the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End — Revelation 22:13.

Through Him only, wounds will be healed as He will reconcile the souls of those whom were

rejected, not loved enough or lost the male figure in their life through revealing the Father

specifically to them as “No one comes to the Father except through me” - John 14:6

This journey however won’t be easy because of the temptations to surrender and lose hope but through God'’s
grace, when the person falls under the burden of the cross, Jesus himself will come and help him in getting up
and continue the walk anew as long as he fully trusts in Him.

Jesus will lead the wounded soul to the Father. When reaching the destination, the Father will

restore all the person’s emotions and make him overcome his past, look forward to a prosperous

future and call “Abba, Father” - How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him — Luke 11:117

Angelo Hedwan

Fersen Corner —The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me Family Corner - Anniversaries and Feast Days

Why did Jesus say these jeswsFndawerd This weekend is the OLOL Family Com-

words? How can the Spirit of becrncanns mittele's Rﬁne_ngO?gMarria eQIO\t/_\I_/s for
. sroscaauzs couples whoin , are celebrating a
God be.upon us? Here'is the srxmEiETae mareiage anniversary of a multiple of five
answer: serrvensae years (5,10, 15, ete.). With anniversaries |
]esus, as the Son of God came preerrrrry o ranging from 5 years to 60 years, it is
to the Earth to do His Fathers ~ .«.... .... amazing how our %arlshloners keep re-
will. This is seen in the cvas:os 0. Minding us of the beauty of the sacra-
miracles he performs, His e RO O e,
A ey e e secexzwsoas Jnthe next few weeks we also prepare ,
pf d gd h | g e e = to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption % i %
of God and the people He = . of Our Lady or what we parishioners S o
meets. The Spirit of God can ) affectionately refer to as Feast Week. While Feast Week affords
be upon us too when we try our best to achieve all of us the opportunity to unite in both social and spiritual

what Jesus achieved. We need to be His branches by events, it’s also another opportunity to honour Mary for being
feeding the poor, setting the prisoners free and to the Mother of God. . o
give sight to the blind. As our blessed Mother, Mary embodies the characteristics of all
good mothers:
. Maother, a grace and a gift of God; Always loving, caring, patient
How can we do that we are only kids? and thankful; Reverent to all she meets; You are entrusted by

" " God to nurture, protect and be a refuge; Obedient, willing,
g‘c’ﬁgbfr\}ﬁiﬁgaf IrLTr?EPY gvf?eyt?;cfllfetnhles'gnllseigmgcf){](frrl\n passionate, and faithful; Uniting us all as God’s Family; Rejoicing

your lunchbox. That is how we feed the poor. If gfeﬁggdsa%'g”ﬁ;{e’r‘;}i‘f’jf‘gﬂ‘gd' a sacred and spiritual journey; Oh

']Eherﬁ is someone rl?e_in _bulliedhat S.CT]OO , stand u% Trustful, confident and endures God'’s will; #umble, maid serv-
or them and be their friend. That is how we set the 3t of the Lord; @very day in prayer and meditation to listen to

oppressed free. In this way God's Spirit will dwell God’s words; Ready to sacrifice for the love of her family.
among us as we show God'’s love to His people. Mary, during the u coming glorious feast week, we ask you
uide us to be obedient and say ‘YES' to the Lord. Teach us to

Do small things with great love — St Mother Teresa. fove one another, in the same way God loves us, and in the

same way you loved your only Son. AMEN
##ave a Blessed Sunday children and don’t forget to vy y Y

try this puzzle! #Hope to see you all at the Feast Week events!!
Eliana Gerges Joe & Sylvana Chalhoub



Parish Camera
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Members of our Youth participating in the Maronite World Youth Day

Community Business Network Page

1k0ur S Interested in becoming part of the Community

Taxation & Accounting L\ Ltd Business Network Page?
SUITE2/6 MCFARLANE ST MERRYLANDS NSW 2160
@ 02 8004 9165  caehers o sestyou myour

business and taxation needs

[J 0432 376 377 gunfjgfn'?f;;I'jyﬁ";),{,‘;‘;je?“Si“ess For further details

e R Email: media@olol.org.au or Contact us on (02) 8898 1510

"HEF&)W i @

For $500 ONLY you can promote your business for the whole
month.

R WWW.AKOURYS.COM.AU

PLUMBING SOLUTIONSE
e
£ " PLUMBING | DRAINAGE | GAS FITTING '

‘©0404 631 019 LIQUID WASTE SPECIALISTS
RAYMOND ISHAK 7 1300141315
momp e 4 www.h2flowplumbingsolutions.com.au 3 www.envirowaste.com.au




Parish Notice Board

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS
Sunday 30 July: 9th Sunday of Pentecost — 350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun

9:30am Mass for Renewal of Marriage Vows followed by a

cocktail

11:00am 40 Day Louis Naim Meouchi from Jezzine

7:00pm One Year Therese Antoun Safadi from JafaPalastine

Wednesday 2 August

7:00pm Samira Youssef Tannous Lichaa wife of Hamid
Semaan Kostantine El Khoury from Kfarsghab (Died in Lebanon)

Thursday 3 August

6:00pm 40 Day Minerva Wahid Zaouita from Tripoli wife
of Kalim Eljerr from Hadchit

Friday 4 August:

6:00pm Candlelight Procession & Rosary followed by mass
and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with
Confession and Reflection

Saturday 5 August: Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord Eve

5:00pm Novena and Rosary

6:00pm Mass of the Transfiguration Eve

7:00pm OLOL SOUK (Market Festival) and Entertainment

Sunday 6 August: 10th Sunday of Pentecost - Feast of the

Transfiguration of Our Lord

8:00am The livings and departed of the members of Sodality

11:00am The Livings and Departed of Mazraat El Tefah for the Feast of St
Doumit offered by Mazraat El Tefah Association

5:00pm One Year Kamleh Amine Bechara widow of the late Rizkallah
Bechara from Blouza
6:15pm

7:00pm

Novena and Rosary
Youth Celebration Mass followed by free BBQ

From The Community Youth & Pastoral Centre

MYO Grand Youth Ball
Friday 29 September 2017 at 7pm til midnight
Place: Clarence House Lemnos Club - 42 Albert St, Belmore
Entry Cost: $90 early bird or $100pp on the door.
Includes 3 course meal, dessert, soft drinks, wine & beer. Arabic & English entertainment for lots of dancing!!!
Join our youth to celebrate a night to remember.
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SEPT 2017

DIOCESAN NOTICES

[ AuG 2017 |

FREE Parenting Course Finding Peace Led by Dr Dima Akik | Session 2 - The Power of Body Language
Wednesday 2 August 2017 in CYPC Level 1 - Mary Mackillop Room | 9:30am - 11am (Arabic Session) & 7pm - 8:30pm (English Session)
For more info contact: MaroniteCare - Dr Dima Akik 8898 1540 or 0406 296 698 | MCHF - Mr Elie Asmar 9633 6600

REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Youth & Teen’s Events
Teens Saturdays 4-6pm contact Albert Junior (AJ) 0415241514
Blood Donation contact Joanna 0447442940 or Annette 0405297746
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Joanne 0427503008
OLOL St Vincent De Paul Society Conference
contact Kim Moussa 0476810293 or svdp_olol@hotmail.com

Children’s Events
Arabic Classes: Every Saturday 9:30am-12:30pm (during the school term)
contact Diana 0431 553 449 or Denise 0413 373 588
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm call Eliana Gerges on 0421 740 115
Children’s Playgroup: Tuesdays & Wednesday 9.30am-11.30am

Senior’s Events
Activities for Seniors
Every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Nadine Dib on 0488 807 080 or the Parish on 96892899
L) (B Gl s cillilis
craal sl cpallsll aal lias) degs ol cpegaad JS
AVAAYALY Al Jualyl g EMA YA B e Can el Jual)

Adult’s Events
Arabic Classes: Mondays 7pm - 9pm
contact the Parish Office: 02 9689 2899

Maronite

Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study Centre
Open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over
Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

For Youth 18 & over and Adults & Couples
Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Is your family impacted by addictions?
Psychologists & Social Workers can assist you
For information contact: 9633 2900

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments. Dr Dima Akik 0406 296 698
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 8831 0000

Carers meeting on 8 August 2017 from 10:30am - 1:30pm in Nemetallah
Room (Ground floor) of CYPC. Contact: Madeleine Wakim 0419 449 066.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Lovm embrace for all eternity espeaall those we Pray for:

A) All departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed Gerge Ayrout g?
George, Colleen Madeline George, Ezat Gerges (H) Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice

(C) (D) (E) Matt ew Essey (F) Ibrahim Hanna Fakhry (G) Helen George, Majid
Martha Jamil Haddad, Dr Jim Haddad, Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Jo-

seph Haddad Joseph David Harradine (1) (J) Youssef & Ghanagi Joseph (K) Karam Antonios Karam, Youssef (L) (M) Therese Melhem, Boutros & Johra Moussa
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