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Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. For you
yourselves know very well that the day of
Ethe Lord will come like a thief in the night.
When they say, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labour pains come

i Jesus said, “Who then is the faithful and
: wise slave, whom his master has put in
charge of his household, to give the other
slaves their allowance of food at the proper
‘time? Blessed is that slave whom his :
master will find at work when he arrives.
i Truly | tell you, he will put that one in
Echarge of all his possessions.

But if that wicked slave says to himself, upon a pregnant woman, and there will be

Next Sunday’s Readings

‘My master is delayed,” and he beginsto no escape!
beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks il 2 12.18
: Phil 2: 12- i
with drunkards, the master of that slave M't 25:1-13 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for

: will come on a day when he does not : that day to surprise you like a thief; for you

%expect him and at an hour that he does not |  FAFTHFUL gare all children of light and children of the

know. He will cut him in pieces and put him éday; we are not of the night or of darkness.
:with the hypocrites, where there willbe | SERVANTS [ So then let us not fall asleep as others do,
: weeping and gnashing of teeth. i but let us keep awake and be sober; for

Mt 24:45-51 never refire... éthose who sleep, sleep at night, and those

You can retire gwho are drunk, get drunk at night. But since
_ : we belong to the day, let us be sober, and
Dear Lord, & from your career, put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
. but éfor a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus

“RAYER OF THE WEEK

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; you will

where there is injury, pardon; never retire from éChrist, who died for us, so that whether we
where there is doubt. faith: i are awake or asleep we may live with him.
where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light; God.

seerng Therefore encourage one another and build

up each other, as indeed you are doing.
1Thess 5: 1-11

- where there is sadness, joy.
& ~Rick Warren~ If you wish to receive the Newsletter by email,
-

Amen! subscribe online at

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
i OLOL Co -Cathedral, Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centre - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)
WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)
CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays
WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pom —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every First Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. (Email: info@olol.org.au) Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248
A.PsFrPierre 0411735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105.
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' hzilghl_iﬁ}hts the faithful slave who is called ‘blessed’ !
v46.

Light from the word Saint Teresaw of Avilav
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH ~ OCTOBER 15TH

(fl Today’s Gospel passage is the
\ parable of the faithful'and
{

St Teresa was born in Avila in Spain and
entered the Carmelite Convent at the age
of 20. At the time she entered the
Convent, the Carmelite orders were an
attractive choice as they provided many
comforts for its members and it did not
require the same amount of sacrifice as
other orders.

As she progressed in religious life, Teresa

|| unfaithful slave. Its message is to
| emphasise the importance of

| responsibility and to grow in the
| roles we are given.

e el | ife is not about having fun. Life is a
{Nurney into a greater mystery of love and peace.

hat we do with our lives matters and what choices
we make have repercussions. Today’s parable

e promise is not because this person has ‘made great

282&%‘;@' é??ylgrelgs%sdgggggtﬁgTgliiq;;{]wa:yl?\a/gg.Or | progress in contemplative prayer and has a number of

This unnamed person is making the most of his life, 1 mystical experiences. These experiences she treated with

determined to do what is best and to carry 1suspicion as she considered herself not holy enough to

responsibility for others. His life has direction and  thave such a connection with God.

Burpose and so he has meaning. This is what it is to
e blessed. Think about it — why dorpeop e

desperately search for a job? Aside from e

wag%‘ it allows one to contribute to building up the | Carmelite spirituality which aimed to shed the comforts

i In 1562 in the face of great opposition, Teresa founded I
world and thus in being useful, a person finds | that came with the order. There were many attemptsto !

I
om earninga ithe Order of Discalced Carmelites, a reformed order of

meaning for their lives. E stop the progression of her order including some of her

Of course there must be a balance between work : h
and leisure. The second slave in the parable chooses Efollowed (namely St John of the Cross) to be imprisoned.

g?u?]ﬁgﬁgsf’svileglol\\l’\égllg\ét@isﬁ aggeggtrségggndsgikﬂlki%ig%r 'In 1580 the order was made official and St Teresa found
y . 1 many more convents, she died worn out by her efforts on
Bﬁijﬁ,ﬁﬁaﬂig!ﬁ?i,‘ffrea'éh‘f"o','g,ffétg"ﬁ(}th?énht?fbﬂ‘ft’edfopth i 15 October 1582. Through all the trials and tribulations,

building up the world or positively contributingto i Teresa remained steadfast in faith and prayer. She
our society or community, then it lacks meaning and : remains for us an outstanding example of how the

what we pursued as pleasure becomes our addiction e i ; :
and ﬁ'aig’la life of ‘weeping and gnashing of 1 contemplative life can well up and overflow into action.
v51.

teet E Her writings on contemplative prayer (The Way of
So remember we all have rights but more i Perfection and The Interior Castle) remain for the Church a
importantly we all have responsibilities that call us | benchmark in the area of contemplation and prayer. She

to grow in character. We end off with a quote from ! ;
Martin Luther King Jr, "l still believe that standing up rwas declared Doctor of the Church by Pope Paul VI in 1970

for the truth is the greatest thing in the world. This is i “Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing make you afraid. All

'g:\% %f]}CIIi 19ef iléﬂre\'omg g?ﬁi g\gif(‘ieig snuortetgn%ear\]/ao I?é’y-a-me 1 things are passing. God alone never changes. Patience
The end of life is to do the V\EJi” of God, come whpat * Vgains all things. If you have God you will want for nothing.

may.” Amen 1 God alone suffices.” St Teresa of Avila
Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF i

Shepherd’s Corner
Good to be back home!

Charbel Dib !

Brothers and Sisters, ) ) ) ) ] ]

Wl The past six weeks have given me the opportunity to spend some time with my family and friends
¥4\ in Lebanon as well as a bit of rest and relaxation after a very busy year. Every time | travel to

| Lebanon | am reminded of its beauty and my love for it ﬁrows stronger as the country of my birth,

| the country of m\‘lan(_:estry. Being away from Australia, has made me realize just how much | have

grown in love with this blessed country and its people. After six weeks away from the parish, it is

LSS A wonderful to be back home again. Home is where the heart is and | can confidently say that
although my body was in Lebanon, my heart was definitely back here in Australia with my parish family.

The concept of family is so important in this day and a%e as its very foundations are being questioned in the
society in which we live and the world. Society has lost the sight of and the ability to incorporate the virtues of
the family into its life. Thankfully, the church still realizes this importance and as such is in the midst of a Synod
on the family in which the Maronite Church is taking part in. We are very lucky to be represented not only by our
Patriarch, but also by our Bishop, His Excellency Antoine-Charbel.

| have focused so much on the family this year in my homilies, in this Shepherd’s Corner and in everything that |
do. | do not apologise for this! The family is the nucleus of society and if we want to live in a good society, then
we need to nurture good families. It is the church’s responsnbl¥, mine and yours, to ensure that this takes place.
We must be vigilant and do everything in our power to protect the family of the “domestic church” and the
wider parish family. In his weekly General Audience, Pope Francis on Wednesday said that: “in the family we
learn of the bonds which unite us, of fidelity, sincerity, trust, cooperation and respect, even when difficulties
abound.” The family is a school in'which we learn much more than any university or academy can teach us. While
we look forward to the news that will come from the Synod, we must all continue to do all that is in our power to
protect the family unit.

Speaking of families, we welcome back our very own Chahine family (Chahine, Theresa and Sarah) who
represented the Maronite Eparchy in the World Meeting of families in Philadelphia as you would have read
about in last week's newsletter. We look forward to hearing about all their experiences in the coming days.

One way that you can do this is by attending the married couple’s retreat that will be held on 18 October. It is

not too late to register. The sacrament of marriage is an ongoing sacrament. It is not completed on the day of
jour wedding. It requires sustenance and energy to keep the flame alive. It needs to be continually renewed in

light of all the pressures that it endures. The married couple’s retreat will give you some time out to spiritually

invigorate your marriage and consequently your family life. Please refer to the notices page for more details.

I loo hforward to seeing as many couples as possible on the day and | look forward to seeing you all around the
arish.

P Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week

IN HIS IMAGE ... ORIN MY IMAGE?!

s | continue to journey towards a vocation to the married Priesthood, | feel like Moses. Will |
ver get to the Promised Land? Will | get to this new beginning? It has been about 9 years of
|active discernment and 6 years of part time theology studies and few more stages to come.

/ mong my hesitations and doubts and there are always some, are the enormous expectations
{ that we place on our priests. Anecdotally, I think this is far greater in the Lebanese and
Maronite tradition than elsewhere.

Can | live up to these expectations? How will | handle a life lived on stage, where my gestures,
my clothes, my look, my mannerisms, my homilies, my voice and much more are all scrutinized?
How will | respond to criticism about the income | earn and the car | drive and the phone |

{ have? What about my wife's dress code or her own lifestyle choices? And later on God willing,

| some will surely have questions about my children's behaviour?

I hear all of these so often about other priests. | contribute to these often. For many Lebanese families who are
committed Catholics, this is the trendy topic of discussion around the table.

Sometimes there seems nothing that a priest can do right. According to the people, a priest today needs to be a
shrewd manager, counsellor, doctor, singer, teacher, politician, administrator, leader, etc.

But | wish that was all. The hardest of all is when people have a particular image of holiness that they want every
priest to fit in. Ready for this: They want all priests to look like, act like or at least remind them of St Charbel. St
Charbel is a saint and a spiritual genius who was a monk, and a hermit for the last 25 years of his life. Perhaps
this comes from our yearning for the divine. A noble and essential thirst. But to ask that all priest look like him or
some other sairht, dress like him and walk like him, is not fair because they are not him. They are not living in the
same era as well.

The Holy Spirit who makes us holy, also fosters unity in diversity (not uniformity) in the Church, which means
that even though we all strive to the same holiness, we all do it differently, because “there are varieties of gifts”,
and “varieties of ministries” and “varieties of effects”, but the same God who works all things in all per-

sons.” (1Cor 12:4-5). Even Lumen Gentium (document of Vatican 2) says: All the faithful, whatever their condition

jgr state, are called by the Lord, each in his own way, to that perfect holiness whereby the Father Himself is per-
ect”.

| should add here, lest | will be misunderstood: Only God knows how much I love and try to live the virtues of
Charbel. But we can't all look like him and be like him, least of all the priests. This is not what Holiness is about.

Holiness is not about externalities. It is about bei_n%]transformed and being the best version of ourselves given
who we are, where we are, with whom we are, right here and right now. It is about being conformed to Christ
though the power of the Spirit so can become like the Father.

St Charbel is not a saint today because he 'copied and pasted' the life of others but because he opened himself
up to the Spirit. He gave his life to the Spirit, entirely so he became consumed by God who is Love and therefore,
consumed with love. He is now living eternally, what he lived here temporally.

We need to move beyond petty criticism and externalities and pray for our priests. Accepting that they are not
perfect and indeed they make errors which if serious, they need to be held accountable for. And accepting that
they have their own limitations as human beings, thus my local parish priest may not be a great homilist or singer
or may not relate well to the youth. We need and this includes me, help support their strength and stand beside
them as they grow in holiness.
As for me, | am left asking the only question that matters: Despite my many limitations, will the priesthood be my
journey and that of my family's towards holiness? Will | allow God to consume all my being with his love?
Nehme Khattar
www.burninghearts.co

Childrenw's Corner
PRAYER

Welcome my dearest brothers and sisters to the 4™ Sunday in the Season of the Glorious Cross. | welcome all of
¥ou_vy|th love and great joy in our Father’s house. It gives me great happiness to see you all here with your
amilies each Sunday.

In trllis.weel_(’s Gospel | talk about the wise and wicked slaves and how each of them receives a reward according
to their actions.

The wise slave is one who always does the right things. They are the good people who come to Church regularly
and do good deeds in their lives. The wise slave is one who obeys the teachings of the Gospel especially loving
God above all things and loving their nel%hbogr. A good and wise slave is one who forgives and shows mercy to
those who need forgiveness and merc?/. o this good slave the reward is eternal happiness with me in heaven.
The good slave will be rewarded greatly by God. ] )

On the other hand, the wicked slave is one who is lazy in pra\éer, who does not really come to Mass. The wicked
slave is one who does not see it important to do well and to be a good person. They do not forgive when people
hurt them and they continuously say, “I will do good later.” ) ) ]

These ﬂeople will not see the face of God and their life, at the end of time, will be one of hardship away from
God. The world is full of these wicked people and they try to bring the good people down with them also.

It is important, that from a young age, you trY to be like this good slave. You should always remember that
whatever you do here and now in your earthly life, will determine whether you live with God in happiness or
away from God is sadness. The decision lies in your hands. It is your choice to make and | believe that you all
want to be with me and God in Heaven.

| pray that this final term at school is one filled with peace and jQY(. Make sure that you study hard so that you
will do well in your exams. Preparation is everything. Do not be like the lazy and wicked slave.

. With all my love and prayers, your brother Jesus
. . . . %&%ﬂ _ __
This week, try to find areas in your life that need to be worked on (areas of laziness). Ask your parents [ 8

7

& il

to help you achieve an improvement in these areas. Remember that the effort you put in determines
the end result. And if at first you do not succeed, do not get angry, you can always try again. \
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OLOL Youth Prom Dinner Dance

Whl¥ Fathers need to be Nurturers
resented by Joseph Wakim

design Arab Bank Australia \R

ARCHITECTS ELECTRICAL SERVICES

VIARONITECARE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
donation are available at the Church Doors.
Fill in and return to a Priests, Committee Members or Parish Office.

370 Parishioners For Enquiries: Contact The Parish office on 96892899
committed Pledge Envelopes are also available in the Gift shop.

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans : \
CYPC $4,969,174 Units $1,602,592 , € W ¥ (T e

DR DOMIT AZAR

Specialist Eye Surgeon Na—=";

Cataract surgery, Diabetic Eye Di
Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration,
Eyelid Surgery
Australian-trained | Arabic-speaking
agy ) AlS (e da) o ‘_,al.m'aﬂi
Phone (02) 9718 3449

Laser Treatment for all New
Laser Clients

Spray Tanning from $30
and Cosmetic Tattooing

e

L 5 - LIGHTING UP OUR COMMUNITY
Y2939 44

Contact us for all your Lighting and Electrical requirements




FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

- FARKRISH NOIICEFE BOAIIKL)
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Sunday 11 October: gt Sunday after the Holy Cross

8:00am Mass for all the members of the Parish and all those who helped

to make the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady successful
9:30am 40 Day Miled Gerges Elias Ibrahim from Karm El Mohr
5:00pm 1 Year Hedwan Tansa Cham from Sebhel

Monday 12 October:

10:30am Funeral for late Samira Loubnan Menassa from Blouza

Saturday 17 October:
6:00pm All the living and departed from Toula

Sunday 18 October: 5" Sunday after the Holy Cross

11:00am 40 Day Jamil Sarkis Antoun from Zgharta

5:00pm 1 Year Joulia Khoudeir from Bane Widow of Late
Joseph Abboud from Basloukit

St Patrick’s (Guildford)
6:00pm 40 Day Mary Boutros Ishak Elkhoury wife of Youssef
Makhlouf from Bkaakafra
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Family Brunch
Sunday 11 October after 9:30am Mass

Melbourne Cup Luncheon
Tuesday 3 November at 12pm in the Church Hall.

CAR

Sunday 18 October 2015 - 8am to 12:30pm
We wash your car while your at mass
Cost: Donation Location: OLOL Lower Carpark

For booking contact p&rish office on 02 9689 2899
Rt
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English Faith Formation

"Who Would have Guessed you Could have been a Judge? One Womans Journey."
Wednesday 21 October 2015 at 8pm after the 7pm English Mass.
Presented by Judge Jennifer Boland

New book on the life of Patriarch Elias Howayek
The Founder of the Congregation of the Maronite Sisters of the Holy
F?m;&’- Heis belnF considered for sainthood. This book summarises
his extraordinary [ife. It is available for $5 from Sr Margaret or from
the Maronite College of the Holy Family admin office.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2015 Photos & DVD .
Collection from Parish office between 9:30am - 4pm Mon - Fri ONLY
Registrations for 2016 Holy Communion are NOW OPEN and
Will close on 10 January 2016.
To register email hcommunion@olol.org.au or contact Church office 02 9689 2899

DIOCESAN NOTICE

Maronites on a Mission Annual Fundraising Dinner “a Spring Soiree”
Friday 23 October at The Imperial Paradiso, Fairfield. ~
Tickets $110 £p or $1000 for table of 10. Includes Mezza, Dinner & Entertainment.
For more details and tickets visit the Maronites on Mission Facebook page or see a volunteer
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First HoIXICommunion for People with Special Needs
Sat 14 November at 11am 2015 at St Charbel’s Parish
For registrations and more information,

Contact St Charbel's Parish on 9740 0998 or Mrs Anita Chaghoury on 0434 429 980.
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REGULAR PARISH EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors every fortnight if you wish to bring a parent or grandparent,
call Elias Doro on 0414 495 955 or the Parish office on 9689-2899
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Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Margo on 0400 001 758
Fersan Al-Adra: Sat 1pm -3pm

]

Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4-6pm
Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tue of the month 8-9pm contact Connie 0411830349
Prayer with the Youth First Fri of the month 7-8pm contact Connie 0411830349

Maronite

Services

Youth Drop in Recreation Room & Library & Study -
Centre open 10am—10pm for Youth 18 & over - Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework HeIF for Students K-10 Tues 3:305>m - 6§)m
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Natural Fertility Services. Evening appointments.
. Nelly Azize 0430 332 888 or 9689 2899
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months prior to the wedding: 9642 0211

Nada Coorey-Psychologist, confidential counselling
for relationship, family/parenting, Anxiety, Depression
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.

For Teens 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

ForYouth 18 & over & Adults & Couples
Lisa Makhlouf0413 061 102
Email: counseling@maronitecare.org.au

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.

Is your family impacted by addictions ?Psychologists and Social Workers can assist you
For information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St, Harris Park

Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Milia Bou Raidan (C)
Youssef & Salha Chaya(D) Roumanos Dahdah and his parents and sister (E) (F) lbrahim Hanna Fakhry and his deceased family (G)
Colleen Madeline George, Helen Geo%%e, Mag']id George, Youssef Salim EI Khoury Gebrael (H) Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph
Haddad, Anis Jamil Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Boutros & Lamia Hanna, Harbieh Famil (I? K) Naim & George Khattar,
J| Karam Antonios Karam (J) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Simon & Hannah Licha (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and
Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa, John Toufic Merhi, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and
his wife Jamile, Therese Melhem, Semaan & Karimeh Masri, Youssef Leechaa Malkoun, Youssef Maroun and his wife Ghssoun, Hamid
George Masri (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira (O) (PA(QR R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour
Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme, Raphael & Wajiha Rahme, Jabil Labbi Roumanus, Raidy Family (S) Boutros
Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory (T) (U) (V) (W) Jamil & Barbara Wehbe (Y) Saadallah Younan &
his wife Rafka Maskineh (2)
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