The Good News
Y our Parish

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CO-CATHEDRAL - HARRIS PARK

Sunday 26 July 2015

THE GOSPEL

i Then they brought to Jesus a de
iwho was blind and mute; and he cured

i him, so that the one who had been mute

i could speak and see. All the crowds were
iamazed and said, “Can this be the Son of

i David?” But when the Pharisees heard it,
ithey said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler
i of the demons, that this fellow casts out
ithe demons.” Jesus knew what they were

i thinking and said to them, “Every kingdom

: divided against itself is laid waste, and no

i city or house divided against itself will

i stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
: against himself; how then will his kingdom
istand? If | cast out demons by Beelzebul,

i by whom do your own exorcists cast them
iout? Therefore they will be your judges.
:But if it is by the Spirit of God that | cast out :
i demons, then the kingdom of God has :
icome to you.

......

Next Sunday’s Readings

Eph 2: 17-22
Lk 19: 1-10

i Or how can one enter a strong man’s house
and plunder his property, without first
itying up the strong man? Then indeed the
ihouse can be plundered. Whoever is not
iwith me is against me, and whoever does
i not gather with me scatters. Therefore I tell :
:you, people will be forgiven for every sin
:and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the
i Spirit will not be forgiven. Whoever speaks
:a word against the Son of Man will be
:forgiven, but whoever speaks against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.
Mt 12: 22-32:

“Mary. Wellspring of Life” X
Is our theme for Feast Week
13 - 23 August 2015
Including Solemn Mass & Hriss

Saturday 15 Augus

Parish BBQ Sa ,r‘“
forful m www.olo.or|

OLOL Co Cathedral - Harris Park 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres - St Patrick’s, Guildford 6pm (Ar/Eng)

“The M of

| the GOSPEL fills

the #ean?d and
léves of all

who encounter

Jesus »

~Pope Francis™

www.olol.orQg.au

THE EPISTLE

rning spiritual gifts, brothers and
sisters, | do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you
were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. Therefore | want you to
understand that no one speaking by the
Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be

cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord”
except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and i
there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, :
but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone.

To each is given the manifestation of the .
Spirit for the common good. To one is given
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,
and to another the utterance of knowledge

i according to the same Spirit, to another
i faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of

healing by the one Spirit, to another the .
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to':
another the discernment of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. All these are
activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the

: Spirit chooses.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

1Cor 12: 1-11'

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the

P

enkindle in them the fire of Thy love.

hearts of thy Faithful; and

Send forth Thy Spirit and they shall be
created, and thou shalt renew
i\' i ‘

the face of the earth.

Amen!

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary: Mon & Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Divine Mercy followed by Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8pm —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: Every first Friday of the month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree 0418 969 844 (Parish Priest) . Fr Tony (Acting Dean) 0433 211 248

A.P:sFrPierre 0411 735 258. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bemard 0411 811 807. Fr Azize 0435 764 824. Fr Khalife 0403 715 105. Fr Youwakim 0406 339 755
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Light from the word awrtyred Monks

TAND BY YOUR GOD JULY 31

After St Maroun died, many were
inspired by his teachings and his
ascetic way of life. By the fifth
centur\‘]a monastery was built near
where he lived known as Bet Maroun.
The _r’r_\onas_’cer}/1 became very
s.lﬁmﬁcant in the region. Also in the
fifth century a debate had emerged

There are many claims to
religious truth, so which do

M  we believe? In today’s

| Gospel, Jesus responds to
those who want to challenge
his religious authority, asking

about the nature of Jesus. The debate
centered on whether Jesus was
divine, human or both and exactly
what that meant. Some, like the
Nestorians, argued that Jesus was
separately divine and human and that
' the two natures were independent.

i Others such as the Jacobites tauEht that Jesus was only

i divine and his divinity absorbed his human nature.

¥ motives and hearts.

| Plurality of faiths has been a
common feature in world

I e | ¢ I history. In Jesus’ time the

S TS N Jews were one people of faith
'among a myriad of others including Samaritans and

! pagans. Today the Maronite Catholics are one

| people of faith also among a myriad of other

| Christian denominations and other religions. ! In 451, The Council of Chalcedon dealt with the debate

! L . tonce and for all, declaring that Christ was both divine and
1 Jesus was challenged by others in his actions and Yhuman, but one person.

! g\terpqe{ﬁ/ﬂonshof Godds will, as v;/]e read in todday > 1The Maronites upheld the proclamation of the Council of
1 Gospel. vwhen he cured a man who posseéssed a i Chalcedon. The monks of Saint Maroun led the way

i crowd was amazement and the response of the tlearn of the martyrdom of the 350 Monks in a letter from
' Pharisees was to claim Jesus was in league with tthe monks to Pope Hormisdas in the year 517. They

' ‘Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons’v24. It would 1described the suffering and attacks they are enduring,

'have been a source of frustration for Jesus that his ii Barticularly from the Antiochian Patriarchs Severus and

acts of kindness were interpreted as evil and yet the | Péter who opposed the teachings of the Council of
| pattern continues today. ¢ Chalcedon. They described that they were mocked for

! i their support of the Council and were suffering afflictions.
' As Christians in Australian society we can encounter : The described how the Emperor Anastasius had sent an

' so much opposition. There appears to be a trend to ! alrm_y that had marcheddthrou h th%dlstrlctkofSApamea

! P A - { closing monasteries and expelling the monks. Some
:abﬁsefof Hd'gl_‘;]le the Christian falthé\rr‘n_on.g the rr:jany i monks had been beaten and others had been thrown into
»other faitns. There Is opposition to Christians an ] R/{ison._WhiIe on their way to St. Simon Stylite, the

rour faith is too often stereotyped and mocked. ¢t Maronites had been ambushed and 350 monks were

' So perhaps today’s Reading is very relevant to our i klllled,T%ven though some obf therc? t}ﬂd Faken refuge at ;cjhg
e . . . i altar. The monastery was burned. The letter was signed by
situation. Like Jesus who was demonised by others, 1 j|gxander, priest and archimandrite and over 200 other

1 we also experience the same condemnatory i sighatures followed, of other archimandrites, priests and
'attitude, yet like Jesus we can stand our ground and | deacons.

rcontinue to do good, in spite of opposition to us. In We . ;

: ’ : : s ] pray that like the 350 Martyrs we are always obedient
:tAhni:r?d the truth of good intentions will win hearts. :: ’E:%thehteachings of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic

| . i Church.

' Sr Margaret Ghosn MSHF i \ 1. +heir prayers be with us always. Amen

rdemon and was blind and mute, the response of the reachin%the true doctrine and o(f)ﬁ/losing heresy. We i

Shepherd's: Corner - “WHOEVER IS NOT WITH ME IS AGAINST ME,
AND WHOEVER DOES NOT GATHER WITH ME SCATTERS.”

Brothers and Sisters....Jesus, in his love and mercy never ceases to heal the broken. By
doubting the power of God’s forgiveness and mercy through His only begotten Son, the
Pharisees blasphemed against the Holy Spirit and this is the unforgivable sin to which Jesus
refers...the sin of doubting the infinite mercy and forgiveness of our Loving God. But then
Jesus continues further to say: “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not
gather with me scatters.” The powerful message of today’s Word, is one of trust and faith and
hope. God can do all things, if we but allow Him, and we can do all things in Him.

This week has been a busy week preparing for many upcoming events — the Maronite Youth
Convention that was held this weekend, the Feast Week in August celebrating “Mary, the
Wellspring of Life” and so much more happening every day of the week in our blessed community. We have
devotions and events not to be missed. Please take time to read about the variety of activities scheduled at OLOL
Co-Cathedral for all ages, from the young Fersen to our much loved Seniors! There is something for everybody.
It’s wonderful to see so much involvement and cooperation amongst our community family members, in working
and praying together to glorify the Lord. On behalf of all my brother priests of the Parish, | sincerely thank you
and pray that God will reward all your efforts with the abundance of His Graces, as you so richly deserve.

Let me leave you this week with another small extract from ‘Laudato si’:

“Every effort to protect and improve our world entails profound changes in lifestyles, models of production and
consumption, and the established structures of power which today govern societies. Authentic human
development has a moral character. It presumes full respect for the human person, but it must also be concerned
for the world around us and take into account the nature of each being and of its mutual connection in an
o]rcdcjlreg system. Accordingly, our human ability to transform reality must proceed in line with God'’s original gift
of all that is.”

God'’s Peace and Blessings upon all. Fr Tony Sarkis




Article of the Week - SAINT MARINA, A SAINT FOR THE PERSECUTED

Saint Marina’s Feast day is celebrated on the 17th July, sadly not many Maronites |
know her story. I

Saint Marina lived her life in Wadi Qannoubine as a monk. She entered the monastery |
with her father and to do so she had to disguise herself as a man. She was accused of I
impregnating a young lady in the village, who had committed adultery with a soldier.
Saint Marina, who was known as Marinos took the blame and lived outside the

convent in exile, living off the scraps of the monk and raising this child. The monks |
were baffled when Marina passed away and they found out that she was a woman. I
The young lady who bore the child was ashamed, as was her father, that they had i
accused an innocent woman. I
_ Saint Marina never once tried to defend herself and suffered in silence. We can learn a :
| lot from her story. If we ever feel that we are being persecuted or are accused wrongly, we should not become l
| angry. Becoming angry only takes away our peace, no one should have the right to take that away from |
i someone. We should learn from Saint Marina, the importance of practicing humility within our lives. Our |
i ultimate goal in life should be to please God and not others. i

i “Am | now seeking human approval, or God’s approval? Or am | trying to please people? If | were still pleasing |
i people, | would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 I
- We also learn patience and trust in God from Marina’s story. Marina patiently waited and understood that God |
: will provide. She was able to live for three years on the monks scraps and also fed the baby. She trusted and

! believed that only God could make the injustice right. We can see this with the remorse and regret by the young I

| woman who wept at the grave of Saint Marina after all was revealed through her death.

i
| Saint Marina, help us to live our life in purity, guide us in our days to be humble and patient like you were in :
I your life. Pray for us when we are persecuted, and strengthen us when others try to rob us of our peace. Amen. I
| Christina Maks:s:l

Welcome my dearest young brothers and sisters to the House of God. | pray that you are in good health and that
your term at school has been good so far.

In the Gospel this week, the 10th Sunday of Pentecost, | cure the blind man who could not speak Immediately,
the Pharisees begin to question whether | am truly the Son of God.

In the world today, there are many people who will try to distract you from the truth
that | am truly the Son of God. You may hear many people speak about how there is
no God. But let me tell you this is not true. There is a God and He loves you and
takes care of you every day. He always watches over you and cares so much about
every single one of you. If this was not true then the Father would not have sent me
to save you and to bring you all back to Him.

The challenge is to remain as close as possible to the Father and | through the power
of the Holy Spirit. This is achieved by praying constantly, talking to your parents and
priests about any issues that concern you and to always trust in the power of God.

Always pray to the Holy Spirit, | have sent the Holy Spirit to you, so that you may be
strengthened in your faith and so that you may continue to pray and believe
regardless of the hardships that you face.

Remember one thing, the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, love you endlessly
and without any conditions.

May you have a blessed and beautiful week.

Activity
Find a picture of the Holy Trinity. Print it out and colour it in. Once you have done

so, glue it neatly into your journals. Write a small prayer beside it. Pray that prayer
every night with your family or alone.




T OUR LADY OF LEBANON FEAST WEEK j

As part of our fundraising for the day to day running of the Parish, in the lead up to feast week )::\,
we will be selling tickets, for our annual raffle. We will also be selling beautiful candles which

were especially designed by Mons Shora Maree for the Gala Dinner. They reflect the seasons of y
the liturgical year and they can be turned around at each season. Only a limited numjesSmain. );:( &

Raffle tickets: $1 each or $10 per book.
Candles: $50.

We thank our generous donors and you for the continued support for your Parish.

Prizes:

1. Panasonic television VIERA TH55 CS650 donated by DigiDire om alued

2. Watch donated by Nader Jewellers valued at $1500 < ﬁ
3. Queen size latex bed donated by Bridge Disco ted 0 s ‘ ,

4. Ipad Air 216GB donated by Batifast Tilihg at S6l8

5. Apple Twatch sport donated by Chahig ssocra olicitors valued at

6. Xbox One Edition F rsport 6 Bundle donated by Desigg

Architects value
7. Dinner voucher at Brooklyns donated by Brooklyns Pizza valued at $15
8. Towel and Bathroom Hamper donated by the Baltasar Family valued at

INK

MARONITE COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRE PLANNED GIVING TARGET

Target 2000 Parishioners Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible
onation are available at the Church Doors.
$5 ONLY a week Fill in and return to one of Ehe P}?%Sftfs Committee Members or the
aris ice.
370 Parishioners For Enalumes Contact Salwa Elias on 96892899
. Pledge Envelopes are also available
committed in the Gift shop.
Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $4,969,174 Units $1,602,592 Property Nil - Fully Repaid

OLOL ANNUAL GALA SPONSORS

PLEATINUNM sponson (GO15[9FSFONSORS! SILEVERSISPONSORS

@ Harkola
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Catholic Cemeteries M
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Care,Compassion, Choice
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Celebratlng -- PAUL LAHOOD
events & entertainment :\hﬂ ,&/ FUNERAL SERVICES
ki

7/ 02 96508 7968
elebratmg

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Celebrating their TBirthday

mecesrion cevrae (M B | Massive Discounts, Sausage Sizzle, Face painting, Jumping Castle & more
- Come and grab a bargain. Special discount for
OLOL parishoners when presenting this AD
s i e s e S i M S i s § e |

%WA(M BUS HIRE

04888 XCLSYV

02 9796 4444 | 0404 944 4445
2-10 Restwell Street, Bankstown NSW 2
elie@thebellevuecom.au |

e T———— OPEN 7 DAYS
Weddings | Christening | Holy Communion | Birthdays and more.

31-33 Parramatta Road, Lidcombe

www.exclusivebushire.com.au

OFFER ENDS 30TH JUNE 2015

15% " :EREE,

Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
Community Business Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 1100 individuals a week through print and over
2000 individuals online media.

For $500 you can promote your business on our Business Network page for the whole month.
For details email media@olol.org.au or 02 8898 1510




g
FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS & FUNERALS

Sunday 26 July: 10th Sunday of Pentecost

8:00am 1 Year Zahia Chakar from Maasser El Chouf wife of
Boulous Esber from Kfarsghab

11:00am 40 Day Tannous Gerges Ishac from Zgharta

5:00pm 40 Day Adibeh Mansour Jomaa widow of the late
George Chamaa from Knat

St Patrick’s (Guildford)

6:00pm Mario Doumit Alwan from Ayto (died in Lebanon)

Tuesday 28 July:
6:00pm Sussanne wadih Fenianos wife of Youssef Boutros
Fenianos from Zgharta (died in Lebanon)

Thursday 30 July:
6:00pm 1 Year Edwar Boutros Njaim from Maasser El Chouf

Friday 31 July: 350 Martyred Monks of St Maroun

6:00pm 1 Year Antonios Youssef Amine from Ardeh

7:30pm 40 Day Samira Moussa Moussa wife of Peter Tony
Abboud from Kfarsghab

Saturday 1 August:
6:00pm 1 Year Marie Lichaa Widow of late Mkhael Abi
Khattar from Magedlaya

Sunday 2 August: 11th Sunday of Pentecost
11:00am 1 Year Faride Labib Haddad wife of Sleiman Bou
Malhab from Bemahrayne - Alley

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
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FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE

Maronite Services

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

How do we see God in our life »
FDW Arabic Faith Talk Presented by Albert Khaisi
Tues 28th July 7.15pm in the Seniors Room - CYPC

Uil (8 ) o S (ol ) ) pa

. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
lerag & Study Centre open 10am — 10pm |
for Youth 18 & over. Under 18s only with adult supervision
Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:30pm - 6pm
Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103

Blood Donation contact Myrna 0421677998
Nursing Home Visit contact Therese 0431792205
Youth Meeting First Tuesday of every month contact Connie 0411 830 349
Prayer with the Youth Fri 7 Aug 9-10pm contact Connie 0411 830 349

Confessing Sins to a Priest — What does the Bible Say?
Wed 29 Jul — 8pm — Led by Mons Shora Maree

L 2 Day Silent retreat
. Fri night 18- Sun afternoon 20 September
Theme is “Wisdom” and led by Fr Yuhanna Azize and Mons Shora.
Cost: $230 includes food/accommodation
Book early to save disappointment. Contact Ray Bayssari 0431236934.

Nada Coorey-Psychologist provides confidential counselling to individuals
and couples in her private consulting rooms. Her areas of specialisation
include relationship difficulties, family/parenting and the treatment of

Anxiety and Depression.
Mobile: 0434 642 509 Phone: 8840-9475.
Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Lina Ishac 0433 217 063 or Anthony Chidiac 0411 217 103
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

WYD2016 Pilgrima?e to Poland Led by Mons Shora
"Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy" Mt 5:7

Nelly—9689 2899
Natural Fertility Services We offer evening aopfointments.
For further |nfo.,£lease contact Nelly Azize 0430 332 888
Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing contact Abir 0410 122 999
I 1p Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am
Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

Join us on a Pilgrimage to Poland for World Youth Day 2016 in Krakow,
continuin% on to Lourdes, Rome and The Holy Land.
Departs 23 July to 20 August 2016 | 29 Days, $8,700

call Kim Moussa 0424 658 190

Afife Sfeir 0449 902 314 Customer Service 1800 225 474.
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“Mary, Wellspring of Life” - Retreat trip to Appin
Sat1 A%— Leaving Church 8:30am & Returning 4pm
Tickets $40 per person including Breakfast, Lunch and Bus.
For booking or information, call Gladys on 0401 265 210

Is your family impacted by addictions? And as a result, are you suffering from

stress, anxiety, or worry? Would you like discuss your concerns within a safe and
] ) confidential environment? ]

White Stone’s experienced psychologists and social workers can assist you to:
Manage stress, anxiety and worry, Understand the nature of addictions, Support
the person with the addiction, Deal with the impact of addiction on the family as

whole. For more information, contact: 9633 2900 Or visit us at: 128a Alfred St,

Harris Park Opening hours: Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 9am-5pm.
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Like us on Facebook
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral

Like us on

ﬁ Facebook

Maronite Devotions and Sacraments

Mondays from 13 July - 17 August held in the CYPC.
Register at caec.org.au or by phoning 9646 9010.
Cost: $95 to cover materials and marking of assignments.
It is part of the Certificate of Maronite Studies.

It deals with not only our sacraments, but also our devotions.

Catholic Basics - a twenty one week course
Mon 27 July at 7:30pm held in the CYPC.
This course is suitable for people wanting a good overview of the faith, and

)) & Nt ool

Visit us at olol.org.au

for those wishing to convert. To register and for further info.

Contact Fr Yuhanna Azize on 0435 764 824 or Salwa Elias on 0426 156 758
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity
especially those we Pray for:

(A) All departed souls, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar, All the lost souls, Raymond Anjoul (B) Raymond, Hanne & Charbel Bazouni, Milia
Bou Raidan (C) Badwi & Therese Charhoub (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Joseph & Georgette El Kazi, George El Kazi, Nayef El Khoury,
Laurence Gharib El Azzi and deceased family, Naimeh Boutros Estephan and deceased family, Hanane Wahibe Mounir El Bazouni,
Wadiaa Chafika & Youssef El Hady (F) (G) Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, Majid George, Youssef Salim El Khoury Gebrael (H)
Madeline & Paul Haddad and son Joseph Haddad, Anis Haddad, Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, George Sara Hawy, Tansa &

| Tannous Hawy, Diab & Diby Hawy (1) (K) Naim & George Khattar (J) (L) Peter Lichaa and his wife Marie, Youssef Lichaa, Simon &
Hannah Licha (M) Anthony Mamah Moses and Moses Family, Arthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Boutros & Johra Moussa,

d John Toufic Merhi, Youssef & Ghousoun Maroun, Ghantous Jabbour Mikhael and his wife Jamile, Therese Melhem, Tony Mema Salim
" | Moses, Moses Family, Chehade and his son George Maroun and deceased family (N) Jamil, Badwi, Hasna & Yasmine Ndaira (O) (P)
(Q) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Romanos and their son Joseph, Rouhana & Elaine Rahme,
Raphael & Wajiha Rahme (S) Boutros Kozhaya Sassine, Joseph John Saad & his wife Marie, Souls in Purgatory, Boutros Youssef Saad
(T) (W) Jamil &Barbara Wehbe (Y) (2)
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