
“O mother of God, 
wellspring of life, 

Pray for us!”
Blessings for the Month of May 

Sixth Sunday of the 
Resurrection

Deut 31: 1-3, 6-9
Rom 10: 1-13
Lk 24: 36-48

While they were talking, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of grilled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said 
to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. Lk 24: 36-48

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Harris Park

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 
9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

Patriarch El Douaihy is the first Maronite patriarch to be beatified. He 
is known as “the memory of the Maronite Church” because he, more 
than anyone else, made a determined effort to gather the history of 
our Maronite liturgy, spirituality, and history that were already being 
lost. His dedication ensured the continuity and preservation of our 
Maronite faith.

When still a bishop, he approved the process of the formation of the 
monastic orders in Lebanon. He gave his blessing to the efforts of 
three men from Aleppo, efforts which have since blossomed into the 
Lebanese Maronite Order and also the Marian Order of Monks.

Patriarch El Douaihy can be described as a "hero in the school of 
holiness." Despite facing daunting challenges, such as travelling 
Lebanon on foot to evade persecution, navigating treacherous 
terrain of hills and rocks, he remained steadfast in his leadership, 
faith and determination.

His spirit and teachings endure, and his prayers continue to 
accompany us, children of the Maronite Church. He is ever-present in 
our Divine Liturgy, in Lebanon's history and the broader history of 
the Church. 

The Maronite Church worldwide celebrates with joy his upcoming 
beatification. In Australia, our community joyfully commemorates 
the life and spiritual legacy of Patriarch El Douaihy with a celebration 
on Sunday and the unveiling of his statue at Our Lady of Lebanon 
Co-Cathedral (Harris Park).

Message from the Bishop
As we gather on this first Sunday of May, the 
Maronite Church celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon, 
patroness of Lebanon. In our prayers, we entrust to her maternal care 
our beloved Lebanon which continues to endure challenges and 
tribulations.

The Church is the assembly of saints and we believe in the 
communion of saints. The source of all this is the love of God who 
leads His people to form in Christ one holy family, the Church. This 
takes a special meaning for us as we celebrate this Sunday the 
upcoming beatification of the Venerable Patriarch Estephan El 
Douaihy, almost 320 years after his death on the third of May 1704. 

In the Catholic Church, the death of a holy person is remembered as 
their “spiritual birthday” and usually becomes their feast day, 
because it is on that day they are born to eternal life. We pray that this 
great Patriarch will eventually be canonised as a saint of the Church: 
a model of holy living for all Christians.

We pray to the Lord, through the intercession of Our Lady of 
Lebanon, to bless us with more men and women of holiness from 
within our midst. May they guide us along the path of sanctity and 

support us with their prayers.
I wish you a blessed week!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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THE GOSPEL

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS
Fr Danny Nouh (Dean): 0477 008 787 
Fr Youwakim Noujaim: 0406 060 445 
Fr Charbel Dib:  0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil:  0401 545 454

0433 507 389

Fr Joseph Maatouk:     0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul:  0410 524 335 
Dcn Sayed Isaac:   0422 886 062

0403 504 384
0417 171 737

    

Fr Alain Fares:  
Fr Sam Wehbe:  
Fr Ron Hassarati:  

Safeguarding Officers:
Younan Friefer:  0400 080 000
Joanne Elias:  0427 503 008



UPCOMING EVENTS

Patriarch El Douaihy is the first Maronite patriarch to be beatified. He 
is known as “the memory of the Maronite Church” because he, more 
than anyone else, made a determined effort to gather the history of 
our Maronite liturgy, spirituality, and history that were already being 
lost. His dedication ensured the continuity and preservation of our 
Maronite faith.

When still a bishop, he approved the process of the formation of the 
monastic orders in Lebanon. He gave his blessing to the efforts of 
three men from Aleppo, efforts which have since blossomed into the 
Lebanese Maronite Order and also the Marian Order of Monks.

Patriarch El Douaihy can be described as a "hero in the school of 
holiness." Despite facing daunting challenges, such as travelling 
Lebanon on foot to evade persecution, navigating treacherous 
terrain of hills and rocks, he remained steadfast in his leadership, 
faith and determination.

His spirit and teachings endure, and his prayers continue to 
accompany us, children of the Maronite Church. He is ever-present in 
our Divine Liturgy, in Lebanon's history and the broader history of 
the Church. 

The Maronite Church worldwide celebrates with joy his upcoming 
beatification. In Australia, our community joyfully commemorates 
the life and spiritual legacy of Patriarch El Douaihy with a celebration 
on Sunday and the unveiling of his statue at Our Lady of Lebanon 
Co-Cathedral (Harris Park).

It is a singular kind 
of devotion which differs 

essentially from the cult of 
adoration given only to the Most 

Holy Trinity. This special veneration 
directed to Mary finds particular 
expression in the liturgical feasts 

dedicated to the Mother of God and 
in Marian prayers such as the holy 

Rosary which is a compendium 
of the whole GospelANSWER

What kind of 
devotion is 

directed to the 
holy Virgin

QUESTION

True devotion to Mary
Ever since St. John the Apostle took Mary into his home after the 
events of Good Friday, countless Christians have taken Mary into 
their own hearts as a spiritual mother. However, devotion to the 
Blessed Mother is not always easy to adopt and can often remain at 
the surface level. We may be eager to put up a statue of the Virgin 
Mary or pray the Rosary on occasion, but we donʼt let Mary take us 
closer to her son, Jesus.

St. Louis de Montfort, an 18th century priest who dedicated his whole 
life to leading souls to Jesus through Mary, outlines the 
characteristics of a “true” devotion to the Virgin Mary:

True devotion to our Lady is interior; that is to say, it comes from the 
spirit and the heart. It flows from the esteem we have of her, the high 
idea we have formed of her greatness, and the love which we have for 
her.

It is tender; that is to say, full of confidence in her, like a childʼs 
confidence in his loving mother. This confidence makes the soul have 
recourse to her in all its bodily or mental necessities, with much 
simplicity, trust, and tenderness. It implores the aid of its good 
Mother, at all times, in all places, and about all things; in its doubts, 
that it may be enlightened; in its wanderings, that it may be brought 
into the right path; in its temptations, that it may be supported; in its 
weaknesses, that it may be strengthened; in its falls, that it may be 
lifted up; in its discouragements, that it may be cheered; in its 
scruples, that they may be taken away; in its crosses, toils, and 
disappointments of life, that it may be consoled under them. In a 
word, in all its evils of body and mind, the soulʼs ordinary refuge is in 
Mary.

True devotion to our Lady is holy; that is to say, it leads the soul to 
avoid sin, and to imitate in the Blessed Virgin particularly her 

profound humility, her lively faith, her continual prayer, her universal 
mortification, her divine purity, her ardent charity, her heroic 
patience, her angelical sweetness, and her divine wisdom. These are 
the ten principal virtues of the most holy Virgin.

True devotion to our Lady is constant. A person truly devout to our 
Blessed Lady is neither changeable, irritable, scrupulous, nor timid. 
It isnʼt that such a person does not fall, or change sometimes in the 
sensible feeling of devotion, or in the amount of devotion itself. But 
when he falls, he rises again by stretching out his hand to his good 
Mother. The just and faithful client of Mary lives on the faith of Jesus 
and Mary, and not on sentiments and sensibilities.

Lastly, true devotion to our Blessed Lady is disinterested; that is to 
say, it inspires the soul not to seek itself but God only, and God in His 
Holy Mother.

Salwa Elias 

As we gather on this first Sunday of May, the 
Maronite Church celebrates the Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon, 
patroness of Lebanon. In our prayers, we entrust to her maternal care 
our beloved Lebanon which continues to endure challenges and 
tribulations.

The Church is the assembly of saints and we believe in the 
communion of saints. The source of all this is the love of God who 
leads His people to form in Christ one holy family, the Church. This 
takes a special meaning for us as we celebrate this Sunday the 
upcoming beatification of the Venerable Patriarch Estephan El 
Douaihy, almost 320 years after his death on the third of May 1704. 

In the Catholic Church, the death of a holy person is remembered as 
their “spiritual birthday” and usually becomes their feast day, 
because it is on that day they are born to eternal life. We pray that this 
great Patriarch will eventually be canonised as a saint of the Church: 
a model of holy living for all Christians.

We pray to the Lord, through the intercession of Our Lady of 
Lebanon, to bless us with more men and women of holiness from 
within our midst. May they guide us along the path of sanctity and 

support us with their prayers.
I wish you a blessed week!

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



KIDS CORNER

PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 5th May:
6th Sunday of the Resurrection
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Nader Toufic Nader from 
Mejdlaya
11:00am Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the 320th 
anniversary of the passing of the Venerable Patriarch 
Estephan Al Douaihy, celebrated by his Excellency Bishop 
Antoine Charbel Tarabay. Following the Liturgy, there will be 
an unveiling of the statue of the Patriarch Al Douaihy and the 
screening of a documentary about his life, in the Cathedralʼs 
Hall, followed by cocktail. Everyone is welcome. 
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antoinette Najm Bou-Absi 
from Al Chouf

Wednesday 8 May:
10:30am Funeral for the late Boulos Mansour Nakad from 
Kferdlaous

Thursday 9 May:
Ascension Thursday
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/04/2024
Plates: $13,646    | Donations: $-      | Candles: $1,045
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,300,797        CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,078,231                 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Friday 10 May:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Ibrahim Yaacoub Solage 
from Beirut
Saturday 11 May:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Melhem Khalil from 
Lebaa

Sunday 12 May:
7th Sunday of the Resurrection and Motherʼs Day
Masses 8:00am, 9.30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Youssef Roumanos 
Frangieh from Zgharta

On Tuesday
The Family of Divine Word's gathered for their weekly talk on, 

"I am the handmaid of the Lord"(Lk 1:38) presented by Fr 
Youssef Elias LMM.

Isaiahʼs prophecy was fulfilled when Angel Gabriel greeted 
Mary and announced to her that she will bear the Saviour of 

the world. With a pure heart, Mary said “yes”, and humbly 
submitted herself to the will of God. As we enter the Marian 

Month of May, we reflected on the four Marian dogmas of the 
Church. We ask Mary the Mother of the Church to unite all her 
children, wherever they may be, and to make them one with 

her Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

On Wednesday
We celebrated the opening of the month of May, the month of 
Mary. Thank you to everyone who attended Rosary, Mass and 

Faith on Fire.
Fr Ben Saliba delivered a powerful talk about how our 

relationship with Mary can be uplifted into an amazing way to 
bring us closer to Jesus. We explored the origin of Mary in Bible 

and how May came to be the month of Mary. 
Donʼt forget to come along next week for another Faith on Fire 

talk! Keep an eye out for more details to follow.

On Friday
We honoured Jesus in the Blessed Eucharist with 24-hour 

Adoration. The Church was open all night for many to come and 
spend time with Jesus

On Thursday
The seniors committee gathered alongside our beloved elderly 
during the divine liturgy led by Fr. Danny. Following the Mass, 
our seniors enjoyed a hearty lunch lovingly prepared by our 

volunteers. 
The committee is planning a Seniors Day in Berrima on 

Thursday, May 30th, 2024. For further details, reach out to Elias 
Doro at 0414 495 955 or contact the parish office at 02 9689 2899

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small 
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by 
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the 
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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Group 2
Josianne Rahme

Amine Germanos

George Nassif

Dorine Makary

John Massoud

430A Merrylands Rd, Merrylands 2160

199 Excelsior Street, Guildford 2161

8 Lough St, Guildford 2161

14 Darnenia Avenue, Greystanes 2145

7 Frank Street, Guildford 2161 

Month of May
Mary home visits

Monday 6 May

Tuesday 7 May

Wednesday 8 May

Thursday 9 May

Friday 10 May

Veronica Sabat

Jackie Sleiman

Mirvette Chamoun

Charbel Tannous

Helena Youssef

50 Leach Road, Guildford West 2161

33A Rosebery Rd, Guildford 2161

12 Slapt Street, Merrylands 2160

11 Norman St Merrylands 2160

22 Hopman Street, Greystanes 2145

Group 1

Group 3
Monday 6 May

Tuesday 7 May

Wednesday 8 May

Thursday 9 May

Friday 10 May

Zena El-Hawat

Ribana Nassif

Sandra Kikor

Elaine Khazen

Jamilie Kayrouz

10 Faulds Road, Guildford West 2161

34 Alanas Avenue, Oatlands 2117 

11 Mills Street, Merrylands 2160

U708/4 Footbridge Boulevard, Wentworth Point 2127

20A Cumberland Road, Greystanes 2145



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ٥ أيار:

الأحد السادس من زمن القيامة
٩:٣٠ السنة للمرحوم نادر توفيق نادر من مجدليا

١١:٠٠ قداس إحتفالي بمناسبة مرور ٣٢٠ سنة على وفاة المكرم 
صاحب  به  يحتفل  الدويهي،  إسطفانوس  مار  البطريرك 
 ، الإحترام  السامي  طربيه  شربل  أنطوان   - المطران  السيادة 
يلي القداس إزاحة الستار عن تمثال المكرّم البطريرك الدويهي 
حفل  يليه  الكاتدرائية  صالة  في  حياته،  عن  وثائقيّ  وعرض 

كوكتيل. الدعوة عامة
٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة أنطونيت نجم بو عبسي من الشوف

الأربعاء ٨ أيار:
١٠:٣٠  دفن المرحوم بولس منصور نكد من كفردلاقوس

الخميس ٩ أيار:
خميس الصعود

القداسات ٧:٠٠ و٩:٠٠ صباحاً، ٦:٠٠ مساءً

الجمعة ١٠ أيار:
٦:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم إبراهيم يعقوب سولاج من بيروت

السبت ١١ أيار:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم الياس ملحم خليل من لبعا

الأحد ١٢ أيار:
الأحد السابع من زمن القيامة – عيد الأم

القداسات ٨:٠٠، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
١١:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم يوسف رومانوس فرنجية من زغرتا
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  خم�س الصعود
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially 
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one 
to pray for them, Sayed Azizi, Violet Azizi (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & 
Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri 
Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) 
Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) George Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & 
Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joe Romanos (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, 
Nabih Nassim Saad & his children Kevin & Emile (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) 
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الإنجیل
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ء
أنتِ الشفيعُ الأكرمُ
عند ابنك يا مريمُ
شهر مريمي مبارك
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