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When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you
know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used
to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to Fifth Sunday of

indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God). After this he said to him, “Follow me.” Jn 21: 15-19 the Resurrection

Ezk 34: 11-16.23-25a

O mother of God.

wellspring of life, Christ, true God and true Man.
- " The earliest known Syriac text mentioning "Yoldat Aloho", the
. Pray fOI US! Mother of God, dates back to around 100AD in Hymn 19 of the
Blessmgs for the Month of May Odes of Solomon. These hymns represent some of the earliest
witnesses to Christianity outside of the New Testament. In this
particular ode, Mary is praised for her divine maternity as the
Mother of God, and for her roles as a parent and an Apostle.

Further, the profound link between the Eucharist and Mary, the
Mother of God, is woven into every Maronite Divine Liturgy. In the
preparation for the Eucharist, two Marian hymns are sung. The
first hymn connects Mary with the Incarnation of the Lord and the
Eucharist: “Of the Virgin Mary | was born, taking flesh as man; as
We prepare to enter into the month of May consecrated by the good earth receives a seed, her womb received me.” The second
Catholic Church to Mary. The veneration of Mary, the Mother of hymn extends this connection to her association with prophets,
God, is very prominent in the tradition of the Maronite Church. Apostles, priests (as in the Odes of Solomon), and the Church as a
She is devoutly honoured in the liturgies, hymns, and culture of whole as we chant: “Alleluia! Honour Mary Mother of Our Lord and
the Maronite Church. God.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Maronites have always praised and depicted the blessed Mother | invite you this month to honour Mary in a special way, placing
in connection with Christ her Son. Though the journey has been your homes and families under her maternal care and protection.
marked by challenges, persecution and martyrdom, the
Maronites have always carried with them their deep faith in God
and their veneration to Mary, the Mother of God. It is no
coincidence then - that since their arrival in Australia in the 19th
Century - the Maronites have kept this tradition alive and have
built three Maronite Churches, so far, dedicated to Our Lady of
Lebanon.

Venerable Patriarch Mar Estephan Al Douaihy

As we prepare for the joyous occasion of the beatification of the
Venerable Patriarch Mar Estephan Al Douaihy, you are all invited
to a Divine Liturgy commemorating the 320th Anniversary of his
Passing next Sunday 5 May 2024, at 11:00am at Our Lady of
Lebanon Cathedral, Harris Park. Following the Liturgy, there will
be an unveiling of a statue of Patriarch Al Douaihy. A
Mother of God - “Yoldat Aloho” (Syriac) documentary about his life will also be screened afterwards,
This is the chief epithet of Mary in the Maronite tradition, for the followed by refreshments in the Co-Cathedral hall.

basis of the honour we accord her is her motherhood of Jesus The Maronite Eparchy of Australia is also organising a pilgrimage
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to participate in the Solemn Mass for the beatification in Lebanon
on 2 August 2024. The trip will include visits to holy sites in Rome,
where the Patriarch studied for many years, as well as Greece and
Lebanon. The pilgrimage will take place from 18 July to 3 August

"FOLLOW ME'

2024. For more information, and to register your interest, please
contact the Eparchy offices on 02 8831 0000.

I wish you a blessed week!
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Today’s discourse in the Gospel of St. John is one of the most
widely referenced. In fact, it’s one of the Readings commonly
used in Ordinations. The last two words that Jesus spoke: “Follow
Me” are a summary of the entire dialogue between Christ and
Simon Peter...an invitation to the Ecclesial Priesthood. It’s very
fitting that we are reminded of the importance of praying for all
vocations, especially that of the Priesthood, the means by which
we receive the Sacraments.

Vocation - a calling from God - is not only focussed on the
Priesthood though, as we are all called to be holy, without
exception. There are 4 vocations that the baptised can answer:
Priesthood, Religious Life, Married Life, and Single Blessedness.
We all participate in the “ministerial priesthood” of Christ by
virtue of our Baptism, but an ordained minister becomes so much
more....he becomes “another Christ” and as such we pray for our
Priests who in turn continue to offer and pray for us. This is the
other message being conveyed in today’s Gospel, and it is also
most significant. “Feed my lambs; tend my sheep; feed my sheep”
is a requisite in the duties of every priest to nourish and care for
the flock of the Good Shepherd.

Thereis also of course, the tri-fold confirmation of Peter’s love for
the Lord, which would later become his three denials of Christ. It’s
a perfect combination of events in one discourse, showing the
many graces that Jesus had come to bestow upon his people. We
may well ask ‘why would the Lord entrust Peter as the shepherd
of his flock, knowing that Peter would later deny him?’ One
perspective is to see the unfathomable forgiveness and love that
God has for his people, despite him knowing our weaknesses and
faults, as long as we have remorse and acknowledge our love for
God.

“Do you love me more than these?” Jesus asked Peter, knowing
the response, but wanting Peter himself to affirm this love with
his own words from his own lips. Many of us justify our faults by
saying that “God knows my heart”. Yes, He certainly does know
our hearts, but in today’s Gospel we have a picture of the Son of

God asking to hear what is in the heart of his disciple. Perhaps
God is also asking us today to be more vocal in admitting our
faults, and thereby availing of the great Sacrament of Mercy -
Confession.

There are many messages in the Word of God today, but the most
outstanding of all is “Follow Me” for if we truly love Jesus, we will
love His Church on earth, and we will love those whom he has
placed as shepherds for the flock. If we truly love Jesus, we will
follow him every day just by keeping him in our thoughts and in
our actions. Do we honour him by attending the Sacred Liturgy?
Do we take Christ with us everywhere we go? Does our language
express Christ in our lives? Do we love others as Christ loved us?
Today Jesus is asking each of us “do you love me?” How will we
respond to this calling...to the vocation that God has chosen for
us to follow? To answer any of the above, it is simply a matter of
choosing to do what Christ would do, and to say what Christ
would say. Let us be another Christ to all around us...let us follow
him, so that by our words and actions we can securely say “yes,

Lord, I love You.” .
Salwa Elias
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Sunday 28 April:

5th Sunday of the Resurrection

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am One Year Mass for the late Abla Michel Sader from
Bsous wife of Boutros Toubia Moussa-Harb from Tannourine

Monday 29 April:

10:30am Funeral of the late Chaiban Majid Akel Alcham from
Sebhel

6:00pm The Late Hanneh Alkhoury Antoun Moubarak widow
of the late Louie Badway from Kfarsghab

Wednesday 1 May:

Month of Mary

5:00pm Rosary Prayers with the Sodality

5:30pm Mass

6:30pm Rosary Prayers in the Grotto

7:00pm Mass for the beginning of the Marian Month

Friday 3 May:

10:30am Funeral of the late Saide Massoud Eid Boughosn
from Darbachtaar widow of the late Boutros Nasser from
Tannourine

Saturday 4 May:

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Cecilia Kaisar widow of the
late Kozhaya Awtel Moussa from Kfarsghab

Sunday 5 May:

6th Sunday of the Resurrection

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Nader Toufic Nader from
Mejdlaya

11:00am Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the 320th
anniversary of the passing of the Venerable Patriarch
Estephan Al Douaihy, celebrated by his Excellency Bishop
Antoine Charbel Tarabay. Following the Liturgy, there will be
an unveiling of the statue of the Patriarch Al Douaihy and the
screening of a documentary about his life, in the Cathedral’s
Hall, followed by cocktail. Everyone is welcome.

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antoinette Najm Bou-Absi
from Al Chouf

PARISH WEEKLY COL

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 21/04/2024
Plates: $13,196 |Donations: $200 | Candles: $430
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,300,797 CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,078,231 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
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"Jesus® Followers Follow Him"

John 21:15-25

Draw a picture of Jesus and Peter talking together.
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John 21:15
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WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

.

&

)

Our 7pm youth Mass was celebrated by the newly ordained Fr
Elia Abboud. It was truly a special occasion as we filled the
church with our voices and hearts and lifted up our prayers for
his continued blessings and success in his ministry. May God
continue to call forth vocations to serve His church, spreading
His love and light to the world

o

Our youth came together at Parramatta City Tennis court for a
tennis sports night. It was a great night to catch up, get
competitive and show some good sportsmanship. Please keep
an eye out for our next sports night and be sure to join us!
The Family of Divine Word along with Sr Juliette came together
for their weekly talk. This week we explored further on the topic
of “Grace is the gift of the world”

. On (o)

After 7pm Mass the youth came together for an English faith
formation segment on “the descent to the dead & Saturday of
the light. This talk was led by subdeacon Stephan Gerges, it was
a great talk reflecting on the moments leading toward to
Resurrection of Christ

-

J

o

Our parish came together to commemorate Anzac Day, with a
Dawn Service Mass at 5:30am.

The service was celebrated by His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, we honoured and prayed for the
courageous men and women of Australia, including those of
Lebanese descent, who served as Anzacs and made tremendous
sacrifices, ultimately giving their lives for a brighter future for us
all. After Mass, we came together and shared breakfast in the
courtyard whilst enjoying one another’s company

-

/
Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by

checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.



-' UPCOMING EVENTS

OLOL Vocations &
Discernment Group

"Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

\j ¥ FAMILY COMMITIEE Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
f" Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

OLOL FAMILY COMMITTEE

PRESENTS A

> MOTHER & DAUG

“ I { ‘r’; Prazer | Fellowship
I May 2024
10AM | OLOL
Contact: Sué:;loegcigré Ja:;:ph Khoury J.UJ

SATURDAY 18TH MAY 2024

AT MISC PARRAMATTA
10AM - 1PM

$90 PER PERSON | SMART CASUAL

A GENERATIONAL BRUNCH FOR ALL T
EI_ EMOTHER DAUGHTER FIGURES ; s
GRANDMOTHERS - GRANDDAUGHTERS
GODMOTHERS - GODDAUGHTERS -/
= X AUNTIES - NIECES FAITH ON FIRE PRESENTS |

FAMILYCOMMITTEE@OLOL.ORG.AU
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By Fr. Youssef Elias

ady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - Seniors Room

TUESDAY 30 APRIL @7:30PM



UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 1 May Julie Dagher 3 Lance Crescent, Greystanes 2145 Adel and Laura Darjani 15 Churchill St Guildford 2161
Thursday 2 May Marliene Dagher 59 Beechwood Ave, Greystanes 2145 Yasmine Moussa 45 Robertson Street, Merrylands 2160
Friday 3 May Vanessa Dimrajian 78 Adler Parade, Greystanes 2145 Lichaa Saba 122 Harris Street, Merrylands 2160

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT MARONITE.ORG.AU

A PILGRIMAGE FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF
THE VENERABLE ESTEPHAN EL DOUAIHY

Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral

DIVINE LITURGY _
FOR THE 320TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS PASS
SUNDAY 5TH MAY 2024 AT 1AM

CELEBRATED BY
HIS EXCELLENCY BISHOP ANTOINE CHARBEL TA

FOLLOWED BY THE UNVEILING OF THE STATUE AND
DOCUMENTARY IN THE HALL

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

AN

Our Lady of
Co-Cath

OAVE Z4 DAL
FRIDAY 28TH JUNE 2024

LET'S BUILD THE NEXT 50 YEARS TOGETHER

OLOL ANNUAL GALA FUNDRAISER
AT DOLTONE HOUSE WESTERN SYDNEY

arbel Tarak
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for
those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All
to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul &

Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi a
family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (

wife Ghsoun, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi R
deceased family & friends, Raymond & Etour Romanos & their son Joe Romanos, Joseph & Nazha Raheb, Jamal
Mikhael Shaheen (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (2)




