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When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which
was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is
not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from

the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they

were afraid Mk 16:1-8

Christ is Risen...
He is Truly Risen!

And we are witnesses to this!

A Joyful & Holy Easter to each and everyone of our
Parishioners from His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, the Clergy, Staff and
Members of the various Parish Committees
and Groups

Message from the Bishop |

Dearly Beloved, Sons and Daughters of
our Maronite Eparchy;

“Jesus came, although the doors were shut”
(John 20:26)

Each year, the celebration of the Glorious Resurrection
of Christ brings us spiritual joy, both as individuals and
as the Church. It fills our hearts with happiness, for we
firmly believe that Christ is risen, and finally conquered
sin, evil, and death.

Our faith in the Resurrection opens our lives to receive
the fruits of the Paschal Mystery. The most prominent of
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Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri Rosary:
Tam, 9am & 6pm

8am (Arabic

glaso:fn;\ (rEEI%hsh) WedZans 93%@1{’%{,’% (A Divine Mercy followed by
5pm EAr/En ? sat 7:50am & pm (Ar/Eng) Rosary Fri 7:30pm

7pm (English)

CONFESSIONS

Thur8 pm-9 pm
Before and during Saturday

Live Streaming
Through Social Media

appointment on weekdays from 9:30 a.m -

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)

Adoration Hour & Confessions fr joseph Maatouk: 0413 245 501
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these fruits is that Christ, by His death, freed us from
death, and by His Resurrection, freed us from sin and
paved for us the way to new life. Through our
repentance, He justified us, and in this way, the grace of
God entered again into our hearts and lives. As St Paul
says, "So by our baptism into his death we were buried
with him, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, we too should begin living a new
life." (Romans 6:4).

From the event of the Resurrection to the event of the
Ascension, the Lord Jesus chose to be reunited with His
apostles and those whom He loved, to confirm their
faith in His Resurrection, and to send them forth to
evangelise.

John the Evangelist tells the story of Jesus' encounter
with the disciples, when they were gathered and hiding
in fear of the Jews. The Lord Jesus Christ entered the
room while the doors were shut, and He said to them,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, so do |
send you” (John 20:21).

After His Resurrection, Jesus appears to His disciples to
also express His desire for them to go out and preach the
Gospel of Life and the Kingdom of God. However, there is
a clear contradiction; while the apostles had barred the
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doors in fear and confusion, Jesus revealed Himself in
order to dispel their fear and instil courage and hope in
their hearts. He commands them to open the doors and
go forth into the world to proclaim, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, repentance for sins, salvation of souls,
and His true peace.

However, after the apostles had witnessed the death of
Jesus on the Cross, intense sadness and pain had
pierced their hearts, and great fear had invaded their
lives. They did not know what to do or what would
happen to them after the death of Jesus. So, they
gathered in a hidden room and locked the doors. But the
Lord Jesus Christ knew exactly where to find them and
how to reach them to rescue them from their state of
sadness and despair. By themselves, the apostles did
not know what they wanted or what to do, but deep in
their hearts, they had wished to see Jesus again. Yet, at
the same time, they knew this was beyond human
power and logic. However, “nothing is impossible for
God.” (Matthew 19:26)

For Jesus to seek them out and come to them while they
were in this state of sadness, fear, and despair is a sign of
hope and the key to new life and the beginning of
evangelisation.

Dearly Beloved,

It is when the doors are shut in our faces and we do not
know how to open them, and when we are in a state of
fear and we do not know to respond, that we try to
distance ourselves and seek a safe place. It is then that
we fully realise that closed doors, fear, and confusion
cannot stop the Lord Jesus from seeking us out,
reaching out to us in order to save us and to heal us with
His overflowing love, granting us His compassion and
peace, and opening before us the path of truth and life.

Today, as well, the Risen Christ enters our homes and
hearts, even though the doors may sometimes be

“Life in Christ”

closed. He enters and He reconciles us with His Father
and with one another, giving us joy, peace, and hope -
gifts that we desperately need to be born anew and truly
become sons and daughters of God in spirit and in truth.

In this year, the Year of Prayer as declared by Pope
Francis, we pray with each other and for each other. We
pray that the Lord will give us the strength to open
closed doors in our lives, doors of mercy and
reconciliation with others, accepting them as they are.
We pray that the doors of peace be opened, and that
wars cease, especially in the Holy Land and Ukraine. We
pray for Lebanon and its suffering people, asking the
Lord Jesus to appear to us today despite closed doors,
hidden rooms, and fear for the future, saying: “Peace be
with you, my peace | give you!” (John 14:27)

With the gift of peace that the Lord Jesus Christ grants us

on this blessed feast, let us open the doors and go forth

with the courage and joy of believers, proclaiming with
one voice:

“Christ is Risen ... He is truly Risen
And we are witnesses to that.”
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand &

Oceania
Easter Sunday, 31 March 2024

QUESTION

Let us rejoice and be glad for the Lord is Risen! He is truly
Risen! We are witnesses to this Truth. Easter is a Season, not
only celebrated on Resurrection Sunday, but over seven
weeks as we await the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ changed the history of
mankind, showing us how much we are loved by God in the
greatest act of His Mercy as He “gave His Only Son” to suffer
and die for our Redemption. If Jesus had not died and risen
again, our faith would be in vain. Has this Season changed us
or the way we are living on this earthly journey toward our
heavenly goal?

Now is the time for us to show God how much we love Him in
return, by the renewal and conversion of our hearts and
minds, redirecting our paths back to Love and Mercy Himself.
At the conclusion of our fasting, we can now rejoice in the
glory of the Resurrection and hopefully see more clearly that
itisin giving that we receive. If our intentions were sincerely in
imitation of Christ, the sacrifices we offered throughout Lent
should have made us spiritually stronger and closer to the
Triune God. When we sacrifice the small luxuries and comforts
of this world, we are training ourselves to sacrifice on a daily
basis for the sake of God and neighbour. Whether it be our
time, talent or possessions, we must offer with humility of
heart. Our acts of kindness should be made with the intention
of showing mercy to our neighbour, as each of us will receive
the same amount of mercy that we dispense. In receiving

God’s Mercy and forgiveness we must also show it to our
neighbour without counting the cost. Jesus dispenses
His Love and Mercy freely to those who claimit...and we
must do the same, without being asked. That’s the
message of Easter — Christ died for us even while we
were still sinners. He died that all may come to the
knowledge of the Truth and be saved. Our prayer life is
more than a daily routine, but a passionate yearning of
the heart for an intimate relationship with the Divine.
Our prayers, offered with selfless love, will rise like
incense to the Lord our God. This is the outcome of our
Lenten penances followed by the glorious celebrations
of the Easter Season.

Pope Saint John Paul the Great often reminded us to
“carry the Cross of Christ throughout the world as a
symbol of Christ’s love for humanity and announce to
everyone that only in the death and resurrection of
Christ can we find salvation and redemption”. From
death to new life in Christ, from sinfulness to
forgiveness and conversion - this is the fruit of the
passion, death, and Resurrection of Christ, revealed to
us in this glorious Season. Yes, the Lord is Risen! He is
truly Risen... and we are witnesses to this Truth.

Salwa Elias



ARISH NOTICE BOAR

Sunday 31 March:

RESURRECTION (EASTER):

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena

Easter Monday 1 April:
Masses 8:00am, 11:00 am and 6:00pm

Tuesday 2 April:
6:00pm The Late Maroun Mikhael Badwi Khoury from Miziara
(died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 3 April:

The Annunciation

Masses 7:00am, 9:00am, 5:30pm and 7:00pm

5:30pm One Year Mass for the late Souad Nakhle Bou Nassif
from Hasroun widow of the late Khalil Youssef Aflak from
Bazoun

Thursday 4 April:

10:30am Seniors Mass for the Feast of the Resurrection
followed by lunch at the Church Hall

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Wahiba Sammour known as
Alida widow of the late Antonios Toubia Moussa from
Tannourine

Friday 5 April:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Amira Youssef Hachem
from Hasbaya - Al Maten widow of the late Youssef Dib
Chaaya from Ammik

Saturday 6 April:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Faride Said Azzi from Jieh

Sunday 7 April:

New Sunday - Divine Mercy

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Lila Takla from Zgharta
wife of Philip Bate from Australia

3:00pm Feast of the Divine Mercy, Stations of the Cross,
Confessions and celebration of the Feast

5:00pm Divine Mercy Mass

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Plates: $24,225 | Donations: $100 | Candles: $1,881
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,316,421 CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,084,125 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/03/2024Hosanna Sunday)

/ n

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

The Resurrection

“Dron'l be alarmned,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the
Mazarens, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place whera they laid him.™ Mark 16:5 (NIV)

Copyright £ Sermons 4 Kids, Inc. » All Rights Reserved » www.sermonsdlids.com

The puzzie is based on Mark 16:1-8
On Hosanna Sunday
children, infants and adults gathered to greet Christ the King with the
annual Palm Procession. It was a blessed day where we gathered and
K Q BENQUASTIDMNAOHTC worshipped as a community. In the evening, the Church arrived into
Z2QOTFSWETEKLIIoO Passion Week with the Rite of the Harbour
B I DMDBHIUGTMOOC?Z2 A
COETEGERE T E BAES On Passion Wednesday
K ¥ M L KI VWDFHNTIZYMNE the Church celebrated the Rite of the Lamp, signifying the importance of
I S PI1CESIMARCYTISEF the blessed oil as a sign of healing and wholeness )
S PRl aENEESE TN On Thursday of the Mysteries
¥ QR FVYVRERHNMNMSMNRERTFRR R .
the Church gathered as a family around the altar of the Lord to celebrate
VCY AF ZOHUANESBTITITC the institution of the Priesthood and Eucharist in the Mass of the Last
AQRABTUTI SUAMRTI L Supper with the Rite of the Washing of the Feet )
AHGISNR RIZISRUGSCY
On Great Friday
TQGY $ GHOFY ZINTPEF
our parishioners and clergy came together to walk with Christ for the Way
BOTTIETDROLLEDM of the Cross procession. We started the procession from Experiment Farm,
P EMVEOMNLAVYTLAIR through the streets of Harris Park and made our way to the church grounds.
L The Church knelt down to adore and worship the Cross of Life )
LWHNEBEDHNYGY BOTJ K
e Our journey to Passion Wee
AFRAID BODY FIRST DAY CRUCIFIED
RISEN MARY TOMB SPICES ROLLED comes to a new dawn with the light of the Resurrection from the empty
SUNRISE JESUS WEEK ANOINT STONE tomb. May the peace of the Risen Christ be with you and your families!
Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen! and we are witnesses to this!

\

_

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish

by

checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the

latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.




" UPCOMING EVENTS
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Do you know anyone in our community
who's served in conflicts on Australias
behalf?

OLOL VOCATIONS DISCERNMENT GROUP

If you do, we need your help to |

remember & honour them
this ANZAC DAY 2024
Contact Mrs Cathy Saad with detalls by Friday 5 April ‘ [
[ sodality@olol.org.au il
%, 0408669138

“Behold The Lamb OFf God”- John 1:29 |
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The future of Lebanon passes first through the school.
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all ete
especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls
have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan, Saydeh Bazouni (C) (D) Linda Draybi (E) Matthew Essey, Chemouni & Tannous El He:
(F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen Ge

(1) Boutros & Youssef Ishak, Tony Ishak, Hanneh & Souraya, Bakhos & Georgette Ishak, and all the deceased members of Ishak El Hesse
Jamil Kamel Antonios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of his fa
Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, B
Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased fam
friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & his children Kevin & Emile (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra
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