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Issue 21 | Sunday 24 March 2024 | Hosanna Sunday “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord — the King of Israel!” Jn 12: 12-22

THE GOSPEL
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord — the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of 
Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkeyʼs colt!” His disciples did not understand these things at first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they   remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to 
him. So the crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 
continued to testify. It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. 
The Pharisees then said to one another, “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” Now among 
those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus Jn 12: 12-22 

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS
Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean): 
0406 060 445 
Fr Charbel Dib:  0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil:  0401 545 454

0433 507 389

Fr Joseph Maatouk:     0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul:  0410 524 335 
Dcn Sayed Isaac:   0422 886 062

0403 504 384
0417 171 737

    

Fr Alain Fares:  
Fr Sam Wehbe:  
Fr Ron Hassarati:  

Safeguarding Officers:
Younan Friefer:  0400 080 000
Joanne Elias:  0427 503 008

During this Passion Week, let us allow two sentiments to 
resonate within our hearts: praise and thanksgiving. Like 
those who welcomed Jesus with shouts of "Hosanna!", may 
our lips be filled with adoration for our Saviour. And in 
gratitude, let us remember that this week culminates in the 
greatest gift of all—the sacrifice of Christ's life for our 
redemption. May our souls wave the branches of victory, 
acknowledging Jesus as the King of Israel, the conqueror of 
death.

Hosanna Sunday Caritas Lebanon Annual Appeal
As we anticipate the joy of Easter, let us remember our 
brothers and sisters in Lebanon facing immense hardships. 
This Hosanna Sunday, and as per our annual practice, our 
Maronite parishes will hold a special collection during Masses 
to support Caritas Lebanon's vital work. Through your 
generous donations, we can provide essential assistance to 
families in need, offering them hope and dignity in their 
struggles. Volunteers will be standing outside the church 
doors with collection boxes, or you can donate online at 
www.maronite.org.au/appeals . 
Your kindness will make a tangible difference in the lives of 
those experiencing hardship. Thank you for your generosity 
and compassion.

I wish you a blessed Hosanna Sunday! 

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

As we gather to celebrate Hosanna Sunday, we 
stand at the threshold of Passion Week, the 
sacred journey that leads our Lord Jesus Christ to the pinnacle 
of His earthly mission. It is a week of profound significance, 
where Jesus, our Saviour, fulfils the Scriptures and willingly 
ascends the Cross, the instrument of our redemption. 

In this Sundayʼs Gospel, we witness Jesus' triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem, fulfilling the prophecy of the Messiah's arrival. 
Riding on a humble donkey, the Lord was welcomed by the 
crowds. They adorned His path with their cloaks, then they cut 
branches from the trees and began to shout from Psalm 118: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is coming! 
Hosanna in the highest!” (v. 9-10). This festive acclamation, 
recorded by all four evangelists, is a cry of blessing, a hymn of 
exultation: it expresses the unanimous conviction that, in 
Jesus, God has visited his people and the longed-for Messiah 
has finally come. And everyone is there, growing in 
expectation of the work that Christ will accomplish once he 
has entered the city (Pope Benedict XVI, 1 April 2012).

Amidst the jubilation, there lay a profound question: Who is 
Jesus of Nazareth for us? The crowd hailed Him as King of 
Israel, yet their expectations were soon shattered when Jesus 
chose the path of humility and sacrifice rather than earthly 
power and glory. Similarly, we are challenged to examine our 
own perception of Christ. Do we seek a Messiah who fulfils our 
worldly desires, or do we embrace the true essence of His 
kingship, which is not attached to earthly things and leads us 
to eternal happiness?

Message from the Bishop



God is Truth itself 
and as such he can neither 

deceive nor be deceived. He is 
"light, and in him there is no 

darkness" (1 John 1:5). The eternal 
Son of God, the incarnation of 

wisdom, was sent into the world 
"to bear witness to the Truth"

(John 18:37)ANSWER

In what 
way is God 
the truth?

QUESTION

UPCOMING EVENTS

“Walking through hell for a heavenly cause”
Whenever I found myself struggling with difficult situations in life, my 
Spiritual Director would often encourage me to persevere with these 
words: “walk through hell, for a heavenly cause.” This could also sum 
up the journey that Christ was about to endure for our sake, although 
the entry into Jerusalem was seen as a triumph and stresses the 
glory of Christ. The earlier raising of Lazarus had provoked the 
crowdʼs enthusiasm, and for the first time Jesus allows himself to be 
acclaimed “King of Israel.” It would have been unimaginable for the 
apostles to even think of what Christ had foretold them, but they 
would soon know with certainty as we enter upon Holy Week. Today 
we celebrate with shouts of ʻHosannaʼ but letʼs not forget the 
temptations that Jesus had to overcome in the wilderness as we 
attempt to follow his example, for a heavenly cause. 

There can be no greater sorrow in life than to lose a loved one, and to 
lose oneʼs child is the most unbearable sorrow of all. Our Blessed 
Mother Mary stood at the foot of the Cross and watched in 
unspeakable agony as her beloved Son suffered and died before her 
very eyes…and she could do nothing to console Him. The pain that 
Jesus endured in His bitter Passion can be compared only to the pain 
Mary endured in watching the “flesh of her flesh” extinguish. 

But, that was only the beginning of Maryʼs own passion and 
death…her greater cross would be to live without the love of her life, 
the very breath of her breath, and the core and purpose of her 
existence. To live without Jesus, without his physical presence, was 
death to her. Spiritually they could never be separated, but she was 
now the mother of a crucified criminal in the eyes of her patriots. 
Alone, without a husband and without her son, she would wait in 
silence for the day of their eternal reunion. This had to be her greatest 
cross of all…living for the lack of death, without Him.

Many years ago, I worked as a florist in Rookwood Cemetery, sharing 
my faith and consoling mourners. Death was all around me, but my 
attention was drawn to parents, especially mothers, who were 
grieving the loss of a child, even decades after they had passed. The 
pain of loss never diminished over time. Itʼs difficult to imagine the 
cross that Our Lady had to bear, watching Jesus humiliated, 
scourged almost to death, and crucified mercilessly. His pain was 
equalled by her own pain, as in her heart she prayed and begged 
that she could be the one hanging on that cross, in place of her Son. 
The agony of remembering His Passion, the agony of living without 
Him, the agony of the public persecution that followed her and the 
apostles - these were the daily splinters she bore, even after the 
wood of the Cross had disappeared. Did she stop believing that 
Christ had to die for our redemption? Did she turn away from God as 
though abandoned and rejected? No! Mary, and Jesus, walked 
through hell for our heavenly cause, so that death would have no 
sting.

Mary, Queen of Martyrs, pray for us.
Salwa Elias



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 24 March:
Hosanna (Palm) Sunday
8:00am Mass & Procession of Palms (Eng/Ar)
11:00am Mass & Procession of Palms (Eng/Ar)
4:00pm Mass & Procession of Palms (Eng/Ar)
7:00pm Mass & Procession of Palms (Eng)
9:30pm Rite of the Arrival at the Harbour

Passion Monday 25 March:
7:00am & 9:00am Mass (Arabic)
6:00pm Mass & Adoration of the Cross
8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers, 
Adoration of the Cross (Eng)

Passion Tuesday 26 March:
7:00am & 9:00am Mass (Arabic)
6:00pm Mass for All Living and Departed of Mazraat Al 
Naher for the Feast of St Joseph & Adoration of the Cross
8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers, 
Adoration of the Cross (Eng)

Passion (Job) Wednesday 27 March:
7:00am & 9:00am Mass & Rite of the Lamp (Eng/Ar)
6:00pm Mass & Rite of the Lamp (Eng/Ar)
8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayers, 
Adoration of the Cross (Eng)

Thursday of the Mysteries 28 March:
7:00pm Mass of the Last Supper, washing of the feet
8:30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Eng/Ar) & 
Silent Adoration
9:30pm "Praying with Jesus in Gethsemane" (Eng/Ar)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 17/03/2024
Plates: $12,591  |  Donations: $200  |  Candles: $355
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,316,421        CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,084,125               UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Great (Good) Friday 29 March:
6:00am Mass & Rite of Signing of the Chalice (Eng/Ar)
8:00am Rite of Adoration of the Cross (Eng/Ar)
10:00am Way of the Cross Procession
11:00am Rite of Adoration of the Cross (Eng/Ar)
2:30pm Litany (Talbat) of the Sorrowful Mother
3:00pm Rite of Adoration of the Cross (Eng/Ar)
6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena
7:00pm Reconciliation Night
8:00pm Movie: The Passion of The Christ – CYPC

Saturday of the Light 30 March:
10:30am Prayer of Forgiveness & Litany of the 
Resurrection (Eng/Ar)
6:00pm Vigil Mass of the Resurrection (Eng/Ar)
7:00pm Divine Mercy Novena
11:00pm Rite of Peace and Solemn Liturgy of the 
Resurrection, celebrated by His Excellency Bishop 
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

Sunday 31 March:
RESURRECTION (EASTER):
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
6:00pm Divine Mercy Novena

Easter Monday 1 April:
Masses 8:00am, 11:00 am and 6:00pm

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by 
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the 
latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small 
steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Tuesday
FDW came together for their weekly talk with Father Youssef Elias.

They explored on the topic of God's Grace in St Joseph's Life: Righteous 
Josephʼs slumber was vigilance and prayer. The chaste husband of Mary, 
lived and worked in silence, obeying Godʼs commands brought to him by 

the angel in sleep. He did so and took Mary into his home after she was 
found with a child from the Holy Spirit, and when the life of Jesus was in 

danger, he took him and his wife and fled to Egypt. 
The only word that he could have uttered according to an exegesis of the 
Gospel was “Jesus”, when he named him (Matt 1:25). How much silence is 

in our lives? And when we talk do we talk about Jesus? St Joseph is the 
protector of the church and families. We continue to implore him to 

enlighten our Church and families to fully submit to God's will for our 
own salvation. Amen.

On Friday
Our parishioners came together for Arabic & English stations of the cross 

followed by evening prayers and ziyeh. Let us continue to walk with Jesus 
to His Resurrection and prepare our hearts in the lead up to Holy Week

Seniors Committee 
The Seniors' Committee enjoyed a delightful gathering with our cherished 

seniors at Saint Nemetallah's church last Thursday. We are looking 
forwarded to their presence at our Annual Easter party on April 4th

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISHKIDS CORNER



UPCOMING EVENTS



 Palm Sunday Caritas Lebanon
Annual Appeal

As per our annual practice, we will be 
holding a special collection during masses 
on Palm Sunday on 24 March 2024, under the 

theme: “We continue with your support…”

All proceeds collected go to support our 
Diocesan Family Appeal through Caritas 

Lebanon.

Volunteers will be standing outside the 
church doors carrying collection boxes. 
Please be generous in your help to struggling 

families in Lebanon.
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR HOLY 
WEEK & EASTER

Your assistance would be greatly 
appreciated and would make a 

signi�cant impact in making our Holy 
Week services as meaningful and 

memorable as possible.
Please let us know if you are available 
to volunteer by �lling out the form at 

www.olol.org.au/volunteers or for 
further details please contact 

Joanne on 0427 503 008 or 
Charbel on 0421 187 919.

An Update regarding Fr Tony Sarkis

Dear Parishioners, 

In November 2022, I established an independent inquiry in regard to certain matters, pertaining to Fr Tony Sarkis, then Dean of 
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral Harris Park, that had been brought to my attention, and relating to his behaviour in regard to 
obligations he undertook when he was ordained. 

I placed Fr Sarkis on administrative leave whilst that process was undertaken.

With the completion of the process, I have determined that, in regard to some of his personal relationships, the conduct of Fr 
Sarkis was contrary to his obligations as a priest in the Maronite Catholic Church, and in breach of the Church’s Integrity in Ministry.  

Accordingly, Fr Sarkis will not be undertaking any public ministry and he will be required to undertake an extensive period of 
personal and ministerial formation.

Our primary concern has been and will continue to be for the persons a�ected by these events. We o�er our unwavering support, 
compassion, and resources. 

The Maronite Eparchy continues to work toward ensuring rigorous protocols for responding to allegations of misconduct, and has 
been in contact with the complainants to o�er support which is provided to all those who have come forward. 

We keep all parties involved in our prayers.

In God’s Love,
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, 

Maronite Bishop of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
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الأحد ١٧ آذار:

أحد شفاء الأعمى
سيدة لبنان

٨:٠٠  قدّاس وزياح الشعانين (عربي / إنكليزي)
١١:٠٠ قدّاس وزياح الشعانين (عربي / إنكليزي)
٤:٠٠  قدّاس وزياح الشعانين (عربي / إنكليزي)

٧:٠٠  قدّاس وزياح الشعانين ( إنكليزي)
٩:٣٠ مساءً رتبة الوصول الى الميناء

إثنين الآلام ٢٥ آذار: 
٦:٠٠ قداس يليه زياح الصليب

٨:٠٠ صلاة المساء، درب وزياح الصليب (إنكليزي)

ثلاثاء الآلام ٢٦ آذار: 
٦:٠٠ قداس على نية أحياء وأموات مزرعة النهر بمناسبة عيد القديس 

يوسف، يليه زياح الصليب
٨:٠٠ صلاة المساء، درب وزياح الصليب (إنكليزي) 

الأربعاء ٢٧ آذار:
أربعاء أيوب

قداس ٧:٠٠ و ٩:٠٠ صباحاً مع رتبة تبريك الزيت للمرضى 
٦:٠٠ قداس يليه رتبة القنديل

٨:٠٠ صلاة المساء، درب وزياح الصليب (إنكليزي) 

الخميس ٢٨ آذار:
خميس الأسرار 

٧:٠٠ صباحاً قداس فقط
٧:٠٠ مساءً رتبة الغسل وقداس العشاء السري 

٨:٣٠ مساءً زياح وصمد القربان
٩:٣٠ مساءً سهرة صلاة مع يسوع، الكنيسة مفتوحة طوال الليل 

الجمعة العظيمة ٢٩ آذار: 
٦:٠٠ قدّاس رسم الكأس (عربي/إنكليزي) 

رتبة سجدة الصليب ٨:٠٠، ١١:٠٠ و ٣:٠٠ (عربي/إنكليزي)
صلاة وتأملات درب الصليب    ١٠:٠٠ صباحاً 

٢:٣٠ طلبة الأم الحزينة
٦:٠٠ مساءً صلاة مسبحة الرحمة الإلهية

٧:٠٠ مساءً سهرة توبة وإعترافات
Passion of the Christ The  ٨:٠٠ مساءً عرض فيلم

سبت النور ٣٠ آذار: 
١٠:٣٠ صلاة الغفران وطلبة القيامة (عربي/إنكليزي)

٦:٠٠ مساءً قدّاس القيامة 
٧:٠٠ مساءً صلاة مسبحة الرحمة الإلهية 

السيادة  صاحب  به  يحتفل  القيامة  وقدّاس  السلام  رتبة  مساءً   ١١:٠٠
المطران أنطوان – شربل طربيه السامي الإحترام

أحد القيامة ٣١ آذار: 
القداسات: ٨:٠٠، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً، ٥:٠٠ و ٧:٠٠ مساءً  

٦:٠٠ مسبحة الرحمة الإلهية

إثنين الفصح ١ نيسان:
القداسات ٨:٠٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً و ٦:٠٠ مساءً
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: 
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou 
Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & 
daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased 
of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) Peter & Mary Lichaa, Arthur Lichaa (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife 
Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their 
deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) 

Lorem ipsum
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دِينَ  مُعَيِّ مبتهجين  اليومَ  أَتَوْا  الذين  أطفالَنا  ربّ  يا  بارك   
وبراءَتَها  الطفولةِ  صَفاءَ  الكِبار  إلى  وأَعِدْ  لعظمتِكَ. 
وأعطِ  السماوي،  ملكوتك  لدخول  أهلاً  فنكون  وبساطتَها، 
والعقول  القلوب  مَلِكِ  أنكَ  فيعرفَ  الدائم  السلام  العالم 
الآتي  الملك  مباركٌ   : الهوشعنا  بتهاليل  ويهتِف  والأوطان، 

باسم الرب.
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