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Message from the Bishop

Youhanna (John) Maroun was the first Maronite :
Patriarch of Antioch, elected in 685 to lead the people & .~
who came to be known as the Maronites and we celebrate his feast on
the 2nd of March. Born into a noble family in 628 in Sirmaniyah (or
Sarum), a village in modern-day Syria, he was initially known as John
the Sarumite. His early education in Antioch and then in the
Monastery of Saint Maroun equipped him with profound knowledge
spanning sacred scripture, mathematics, sciences, philosophy,
theology, and linguistics.

Entering monastic life and taking the name Youhanna Maroun, he
was a gifted preacher, teacher, and writer. He taught and preached
the Doctrine of the Council of Chalcedon, which proclaimed that in
Christ there are two natures - human and divine. His style of teaching
converted many to the Maronite faith. He authored the Eucharistic
Prayer, which is still part of our Maronite Mass.

Amidst the tumultuous period marked by the vacancy of the
Patriarchal See of Antioch from 609 to 683, the Maronites elected
Youhanna Maroun as Patriarch in 685AD. He journeyed to Rome for
papal approval, where he received confirmation from Pope Sergius,
solidifying his position as "Patriarch of Antioch and all the East." With
the Pallium bestowed upon him, Youhanna Maroun's authority
became indisputable. Under his leadership, the Patriarchal See was
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relocated to Lebanon, unifying the Maronites and safeguarding the
unique liturgical and theological identity of the Maronite Church.

St. Youhanna Maroun's unwavering commitment and leadership
serve as an inspiration to confront challenges with hope and
steadfast faith. Today, we seek his intercession for our Maronite
Church and its leaders, invoking his example and intercession to
guide us toward salvation.

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

The Gospel of the Prodigal Son which we read this Sunday invites us
to reflect on the boundless love and mercy of God. In this parable, we
see a son who leaves his father's house, squandering his inheritance
in reckless living. Yet, when he comes to his senses and returns,
expecting only to be treated as a servant, he is met with open arms
and compassion from his father.

This story reminds us that no matter how far we may wander or how
grievous our sins, God's love remains steadfast. Like the prodigal son,
we may find ourselves in moments of brokenness and despair,
feeling unworthy of forgiveness. However, God eagerly awaits our
return, ready to embrace us with unconditional love.

During this Season of Lent, let us reflect on whether we strayed from
God's path and sought happiness in worldly pursuits. Now is the time
to come back to ourselves, acknowledge our mistakes, and turn back
to the loving embrace of our heavenly Father.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS

Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean):
0406 060 445

Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795

Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454

Fr Alain Fares: 0433 507 389

Fr Sam Wehbe: 0417 171 737

Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883

Safeguarding Officers:

Joanne Elias: 0427 503 008

Parish Office:
9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday
9am - 4:30pm

Saturday

Fr Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
Fr Joseph Maatouk: 0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335 e
Dcn Sayed Isaac: 0422 886 062 am - 1pm

CLERGYONLEAVE  RETIRED CLERGY  Fax: 9689 2068
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean) Fr Bernard Assi Email: info@olol.org.au
Fr Pierre Khoury Fr Paul Joubeir Website: www.olol.org.au

Younan Friefer: 0400 080 000



“Seeking out the lost”

As a teenager in the 1970’s and growing up on the northern beaches
of Sydney, my days were spent either in the local library studying, or
swimming at Balmoral Beach. | was one of thousands who found
solace in the sun and waves of our beautiful Pacific Ocean. It was
during a holiday break that I met a group of ‘hippies’ who introduced
me to their unusual beliefs and ideals. After encountering a few other
groups of the age, such as ‘the children of God’ and ‘Hare Krishna’, it
became clear to me that not everyone in the world believed in the
same Triune God as Catholics believe. Often | wonder and ask myself
“What if | went astray and followed one of these non-Christian
groups? What if | were not born into a Catholic family?” This question
haunts me every time | see an advertisement that seeks donations
for children and families in third-world countries that are starving
and homeless, on the brink of death. | wonder, with gratitude of
course, why God chose to place me where | am. That could have been
me...but it wasn’t, by the grace of God. It begs the question though:
is God’s Mercy and Love exclusive to followers of Christ and those
who are not wandering astray? Definitely not!

Seeking out and saving the lost, like the ‘prodigal son’ who appears
to be enjoying his sinful ways, is as simple as showing mercy and
compassion to those who cannot find purpose or direction in their
lives, sometimes unaware that they are lost, thinking their way is the
right way. This is what Jesus expects of those who follow Him: to
imitate His Love and His Mercy when dealing with others, no matter
where they’ve been or who you think they are; everyone deserves
mercy, love, and forgiveness. When | was growing up in that “hippie
era” God knew all I wanted was to find “the Truth” and He led me on
that winding path of discovery which brought me back to Him.
Thanks be to God, | am where | am today.

Imagine how all of heaven rejoices over one repentant sinner! We
are all children of the One True God - no matter what or who we
believe in. Let us remember this, next time we’re tempted to
question the worthiness of another soul, for God alone sees the
heart and repays each accordingly. When we see others offending
God by their actions, words, or lifestyle, let us pray for their
conversion of heart, rather than condemn them. Jesus healed many
souls with the words “your sins are forgiven” so let us pray that His
Mercy will abound upon the poor souls who are living lives that are
completely contrary to the Gospel of Life. We can offer our Lenten
penances with this intention in mind, asking God to find a way into
their hearts. “Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like
unto Thine.”

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

God revealed
himself to Moses as the
living God, "the God of
Abraham, the God of Issac, the God
of Jacob" (Exodus 3:6). God also
revealed to Moses his mysterious name
"lam Who | am (YHWH)". Already in Old

Testament times this ineffable name of
God was replaced by the divine title
Lord. Thus in the New Testament,
Jesus who was called Lord is seen
as true God
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 3 March:
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm Saturday 9 March:

8:00am Sodality Mass The 40 Martyrs
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Kairas Kapadia from 6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Juliette Estephan
Pakistan Abboud wife of John Ghaleb Joseph from Kfarsghab

Tuesday 5 March: Sunday 10 March:

6:00pm The late Barbara Melhem Youssef Melhem from Sunday of the Paralytic
Kfarsghab (died in Lebanon) Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

Wednesday 6 March:
11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch

from Blouza
Friday 8 March: WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 25/02/2024
Masses 7:00am & 9:00am Plates: $13,866 | Donations: $- | Candles: $791

5:45pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS

nggessiogt(ﬁrabic) f the ¢ Eveni p q CYPC: $3,330,389 CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
* pm. ations o € Lross, tvening Frayer an UNITS: $1,089,516 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
Procession (English)

Heavenly Father, as a child | mosD
thought of you as a ‘granter of wishes’.
As an adult | now understand that
having a relationship with you is not
about wishes. It is about Faith and
Trust; Hope and Honesty.

Help me to be honest with myself and
you. You know my heart and my deep-
est desires. Please answer my prayers
according to your wishes - your will -
so that your will may be done in me.
May my prayers include the intentions
and needs of others more than for
myself.

Through your Son Jesus - with
the intersession of Mary - may |
continue to grow as a person of

\Fajth, Hope and Love. Amen./




L_- UPCOMING EVENTS

o
‘\“' Creans During this Season of Lent, all Maronite
EPARCHY OF . .
o HETAA parishes and schools are collecting

donations to help pay overdue fees of
LEBAN ESE students in need in schools across Lebanon.
The Lebanese School Appeal, which was
SCHUOL launched last year during our Eparchy’s
Golden Jubilee, has raised over $530,000 to

IN COLLABORATION WITH MARDNITES ON MISSION help more than 800 students in 17 schools
e across Lebanon.
The future of Lebanon passes first through the school. _ '
e However the need is great so let us continue
snts the bgges hreat 1 the education of an entie eneratr working together to help those in our
Please donate to the Lehanese School Appeal .
homeland who need it most.

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE.ORGAU/APPEALS
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000 SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION

We kindly ask you to take a small appeal box
g home if you haven’t already done so, to
. i collect donations, and return them to the
Parish when ready or during Easter week. No
amount is too little and every dollar helps.

Donations can also be made at
www.maronite.org.au/appeals

We are always gateful for your generosity
and support

Tuesday 5th | 6:30pm

Thursday 7th | 6:30pm
Multiple spots available or to book a J——
time that best suits you: e

0357:303%
Contact Elana on 0466 283 883 BAN KSTOW?
Rosehill Blood Service :

T'here is the option to donate whole blood or just plasma.
@Mﬁ; b 173 of donated red cells are used in treatment of [&
O nancer and hlnad dicences your’
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‘Cet up and Pray so that you wil no‘r fall info temptation”
S EPE | 190357 UL Ig1g 1gbgd" b
2024 YEAR OF PRAYER

Qur Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral

Weekly Program

n/fanc{ay; ©.00 pm | Rosary

lwesday: 7:30 pm | Bible Study in Arabic

‘2(.}847/;-16467{[2&;-.’ : m | Mass followed by Lenten Lunch
& | Bible Study in English

mJt.c.fwc[a.y; 8 pm | Adoration

(ZZTL{.(&HJ 5:45 pmin Arabic, & & pmrin English
Stq’uons for The Cross Evening Prayer
& Ziyeh Al Salib.

Salurclay: Fersen Al Adra & Teens Meetings

7 J o)
éc.u’w[a‘.y & am, 2:30 am, -+ lam S em & 7
Divine thurgy Mass

bady of Lebanon
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The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes
every Wednesday during Lent. 11:30am Mass followed by
lunch in the Church Hall

$10 donation per person. All funds raised goes to help poor families in Lebanon

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - 40 ALice St, Harris Park NSW 2150 - Ph: 02 9689 2899 - www.olol.org.au
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Youssef Saed
Ayoub, Hila Wadih Almansour (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey, Marta Esmail (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil

Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri
Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families, Wahideh Touma
Kheme (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Rose Mulik & her
family (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children
Kevin & Emile Saad (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




