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THE GOSPEL
When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. And a man named Jairus, an official 
of the synagogue, came forward. He fell at the feet of Jesus and begged him to come to his house, because he had an 
only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. As he went, the crowds almost crushed him. And a woman 
afflicted with haemorrhages for twelve years, who (had spent her whole livelihood on doctors and) was unable to be 
cured by anyone, came up behind him and touched the tassel on his cloak. Immediately her bleeding stopped. Jesus 
then asked, "Who touched me?" While all were denying it, Peter said, "Master, the crowds are pushing and pressing in 
upon you." But Jesus said, "Someone has touched me; for I know that power has gone out from me." When the woman 
realized that she had not escaped notice, she came forward trembling. Falling down before him, she explained in the 
presence of all the people why she had touched him and how she had been healed immediately. He said to her, 
"Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace." While he was still speaking, someone from the synagogue official's 
house arrived and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer." On hearing this, Jesus 
answered him, "Do not be afraid; just have faith and she will be saved." When he arrived at the house he allowed no 
one to enter with him except Peter and John and James, and the child's father and mother. All were weeping and 
mourning for her, when he said, "Do not weep any longer, for she is not dead, but sleeping." And they ridiculed him, 
because they knew that she was dead. But he took her by the hand and called to her, "Child, arise!" Her breath 
returned and she immediately arose. He then directed that she should be given something to eat. Her parents were 
astounded, and he instructed them to tell no one what had happened. Lk 8:40-56
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the means and the end of our journey—a journey that leads us ever 
closer to the heart of Christ.  Like them, we are called to embrace the 
path of self-denial and spiritual discipline always, not just during 
Lent, and not out of obligation, but rather a genuine desire to be 
united with the One whom we love above all else.

Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman
On this Sunday of Lent, the Maronite Church reflects on the Gospel of 
the Haemorrhaging Woman. Through this we see the transformative 
power of encountering Christ, who alone can free us from our 
afflictions and restore dignity. The action of the Samaritan woman 
underscores the ongoing process of conversion and renewal in our 
Christian life, fuelled by the desire for God who dwells within us.

During this Lent, let us emulate the example of the Samaritan woman 
who just like Saints Koura and Marana, show us that love is the 
essence and the driving force that propels Christian discipleship.

May we always embrace love as the foundation of our journey 
towards the heart of Christ. This love compels us to seek heavenly 
things, remain faithful to Christ's teachings, and practice self-denial 
and spiritual discipline. Through love, may we discover the purpose 
of our Christian journey but also the means to devotedly walk in the 
footsteps of Christ.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

The Maronite Church celebrates on 28 February the 
Feast of Saints Koura and Marana, the disciples of St 
Maroun. Like their contemporaries in the early Maronite monastic 
tradition, these saints embraced a life of extraordinary austerity and 
devotion. 

In his accounts of the two saints, Theodoret of Cyrrhus paints a vivid 
picture of their commitment to asceticism and contemplation, which 
went beyond the ordinary bounds of human endurance. Choosing a 
small, open-air enclosure outside town, Saints Koura and Marana 
lived a life of seclusion amidst the elements. Their dwelling, devoid of 
a roof, exposed them to nature yet, they found joy in their chosen 
path. Marvelling at their resilience, Theodoret notes that even the 
heavy chains they bore as a form of penance neither deterred their 
spirits. Fuelled by an all-transcending and intense love for the Divine, 
they saw every trial and hardship as an opportunity to draw closer to 
their beloved Bridegroom, Jesus Christ.

The lives of Saints Koura and Marana remind us that the essence of 
Christian discipleship lies in our capacity to love and be loved by God. 
It is this love that compels us to seek heaven, and to remain faithful to 
the teachings of Christ. In the end, it is through love that we find both 

Message from the Bishop



Belief in the one God 
is professed because he has 

revealed himself to the people of 
Israel as the only One when he said, 

"Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord" (Deuteronomy 6:4) and "there is 
no other" (Isaiah 45:22). Jesus himself 
confirmed that God is "the one Lord" 

(Mark 12:29). To confess that Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit are also God and 

Lord does not introduce any 
division into the one GodANSWER

Why does one 
profess belief 
that there is 

only one God?

QUESTION

UPCOMING EVENTS

The healing power of FAITH
In a world of diversity and secularism, itʼs easy to lose focus on what 
is most important in life. When we are troubled and struggling every 
day to find some peace or joy in our living, could it be that perhaps we 
are looking for the wrong things in the wrong places, trying to find 
that joy? For the haemorrhaging woman in todayʼs Maronite Liturgy 
(Lk 8:40-56) her joy and peace was found in the faith which she placed 
in Christ Jesus. Can we say the same of ourselves today? In the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, this account is interwoven with 
the account of raising the daughter of Jairus from the dead. Jairus, 
described as “a ruler of the synagogue”, approached the Lord, then 
kneeling at the Lordʼs feet, asks Him to cure his twelve-year-old 
daughter who is dying – unbeknown to him that she was already 
dead.

An interesting point of comparison between the haemorrhaging 
woman and Jairusʼ daughter is that one had been sick for twelve 
years, and the other was born twelve years ago. The Lord raised a 
short life which had ended in death, just as He had raised the 
bleeding woman. In place of the womanʼs faith, the fatherʼs faith 
sufficed for the girl, when Jesus says to Jairus: “Only have faith and 
she will be saved.” To the trembling woman who came up to the Lord, 
admitting that it was she who had touched Him, and was 
immediately healed, the Lordʼs response to her was a message for all: 
“Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace!” Again, it is the 
element of faith that is essential when calling upon the Lordʼs 
intervention.

Jesus constantly reminds us that faith is the catalyst for miracles, 
even if our faith is only the size of a mustard seed. Yet, not all prayers 
for miracles are answered according to our wishes, despite having 
faith. This is not because God isnʼt listening, or rejecting our request, 
but rather, we must remember that Godʼs ways are far better than our 
plans. He will never abandon us in our needs, but sometimes He will 

allow us to continue carrying a certain cross in our own personal 
“Calvary” for a greater good. Saint Charbel, and many other saints, 
have been recorded as interceding for the faithful in miraculous 
ways, in accordance with the Will of God, but they are only 
intercessors and God is the miracle worker.

The Liturgy today should inspire our faith to grow, and our trust in 
the Lord to never weaken. In the “Year of Prayer” and especially 
throughout this Season of Lent, it is essential that we never cease to 
pray and to endure all trials for the greater glory of God and in 
reparation for sin. The healing power of faith springs forth from the 
well of supplication – through fervent prayer and hope. For those 
who are struggling to understand why God allows some to be healed 
while others continue to suffer, I can only encourage them to 
meditate upon the passion of our Blessed Mother, and not only the 
passion of Christ. The Blessed Motherʼs compassion with her Divine 
Son sets an example for all to suffer “in union with the merits of 
Christ” for the salvation of souls. Sometimes the healing power of 
faith is invisible because it is spiritual. As long as God sees all, we can 
have faith in His healing power revealed daily in the conversion of 
hearts. For this, we must never cease to pray. 

Salwa Elias



PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 25 February:
Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Janette Greige Nakhoul 
widow of the late Mikhael Hanna Bechara from Karem Al 
Mohr

Tuesday 27 February:
6:00pm The late George Louis Nakhoul from Kfour (died 
in Lebanon)

Wednesday 27 February:
11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch

Thursday 29 February:
10:30am Seniors Mass

Friday 1 March:
Masses 7:00am & 9:00am
5:45pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and 
Procession (Arabic)
8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and 
Procession (English)

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 18/02/2024
Plates: $12,224  |  Donations: $-  |  Candles: $669
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,330,389        CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,089,516                UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Saturday 2 March:
St Youhana Maroun
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Mohsen Hanna Abdow 
from Bane

Sunday 3 March:
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
8:00am Sodality Mass 
9:30am One Year Mass for the late Kairas Kapadia from 
Pakistan

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few 
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Saturday

Fersen had their first day back! A day filled with team building activities, 
faith formation and lots of laughter

On Tuesday
Family of Divine Word had their weekly talk with the topic "Only 

Confidence". Sister Juliette meditated on the apostolic exhortation 
published by Pope Francis on the 15 of October 2023 titled 

"The confidence" for St Therese of the Child Jesus. St Therese became an 
example of conveying Jesus to others; she constantly uttered her love to 

him. "Jesus is my only love". She kept praying for every soul in need, 
especially sinners, to repent and be saved. Despite her sickness and 

struggles at the convent. Instead of individualism, she was on a spiritual 
mission to help every human find salvation. Hence, she became a witness 

and a teacher of the Holy Scripture. Through her spiritual devotion and
by the grace of baptism, her love to Jesus overflowed which granted her 

confidence that God “the elevator” will take her to heaven and hence she 
will attract others to him.

She discovered that God works in us without merit so with full confidence 
she surrendered to his love, living a holy and childlike life trusting that the 
Holy Spirit will grant the earth and the church abundant graces. Praise be 

to God!

On Wednesday 

Many parishioners joined the Sodality for our weekly Lenten lunch after 
11:30am Mass. Thank you to all who attended

On Friday

Our parish came together for Arabic & English stations of the Cross followed 
by evening prayers and ziyeh. Let us walk with Jesus this Lenten season in 
sharing in His passion as we journey to the resurrection. Join us next week 

at 5:45pm for Arabic & 8pm for English

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish 
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to 
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our 
newsletter.

KIDS CORNER



During this Season of Lent, all Maronite 
parishes and schools are collecting dona-

tions to help pay overdue fees of students in 
need in schools across Lebanon.

 The Lebanese School Appeal, which was 
launched last year during our Eparchyʼs 

Golden Jubilee, has raised over $530,000 to 
help more than 800 students in 17 schools 

across Lebanon.

However the need is great so let us continue 
working together to help those in our home-

land who need it most.

 We kindly ask you to take a small appeal box 
home if you havenʼt already done so, to 

collect donations, and return them to the 
Parish when ready or during Easter week. No 

amount is too little and every dollar helps.

Donations can also be made at
www.maronite.org.au/appeals

 We are always gateful for your generosity 
and support

UPCOMING EVENTS

Save the Date
Mother's Day Lunch Cruise

Wednesday 8th of  May
Details to follow



Adoration 
Every Thursday at 8pm

UPCOMING EVENTS



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ٢٥ شباط:

أحد شفاء المنزوفة
القداسات ٨:٠٠، ٩:٣٠ و١١:٠٠ صباحاً، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً

المرحوم  أرملة  نخول  جريج  جانيت  المرحومة  المرحومة  أربعون   ٥:٠٠
مخايل حنا بشارة من كرم المهر

الثلاثاء ٢٧ شباط:
٦:٠٠ المرحوم جورج لويس نخول من الكفور (متوفي في لبنان)

الأربعاء  ٢٨ شباط:
يليه غداء صيامي في هول  المرضى والعائلات  نية  ١١:٣٠ قداس على 

الرعية

الخميس ٢٩ شباط:
١٠:٣٠ قداس المسنين على نية كبارنا في الرعية يليه غداء

الجمعة ١ آذار:
القداسات ٧:٠٠ و ٩:٠٠ صباحًا

٥:٤٥ مساءً درب الصليب، صلاة المساء و الزياح (عربي)
٨:٠٠ مساءً درب الصليب، صلاة المساء و الزياح (إنكليزي)

السبت ٢ آذار:
مار يوحنا مارون

٦:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم محسن حنا عبدو من بان

الأحد ٣ آذار:
أحد الإبن الشاطر

القداسات ٨:٠٠، ٩:٣٠ و١١:٠٠ صباحاً، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
٨:٠٠ قداس على نية أبناء الأخويّة أحياء ومرضى وأموات

٩:٣٠ السنة للمرحوم كَيراس Kairas كباديا Kapadia من باكستان
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من كتا�ت الأب یعقوب الك�وشي

لنعمل لخلاصنا

حَْ�ه الأشواك �لى  "مَن جر�
الأرض، كلَ�لتَه الأزهار في السماء" 

القدّ�س دون بوسكو



IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: 
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou 
Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & 
daughter Colleen George, Tony & Samira Haddad, Dr James Haddad, Simon Haddad (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour, Isaac & Maurice & Trevor 
Joseph, all the deceased from Haddad, Essey, Maroun, Lahood, Boulous, Joseph families, Elias & Mariam Jeajea (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis 
Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) Joseph 
Lahood (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil 
& Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, 
Saydeh Saab, Saba Family (T) Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) 

Lorem ipsum

أ�د شفاء النازفة
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الإنجیل

أيها المسيح شفاؤنا وحياتنا، إقبل صلاتنا نرفعها إليك على نية جميع الّذين 
ج في  د بقوة روحك القدوس رجاءهم وتؤجِّ شعلة إيمانهم تحتضر، حتى تُجدِّ
ومن  إليك،  مثلها  فنقترب  النازفة  إيمان  من  وإمنحنا  الإيمان،  نار  قلوبهم 
أبيك  مع  حياتنا  في  لتتمجّد  الدوام،  على  فنطيعك  المجمع  رئيس  تواضع 

»�°Ö،المبارك وروحك القدوس، الآن وإلى الأبد
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