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Message from the Bishop

the Feast of the 500 Martyrs of Tyre. Their martyrdom tells of
the enduring witness of those early Christians who
courageously stood firm in their faith despite facing
persecution.

We commemorate this coming week (19 February

The historical account, drawn from the writings of Eusebius of
Caesarea and relayed in the Maronite Synaxarion of Book of
Martyrs, as edited by Fr Najm Chehwan, portrays the
harrowing ordeal endured by these martyrs during the reign
of Emperor Diocletian around the year 304. In the face of
brutal persecution and unimaginable suffering, they
displayed remarkable endurance and steadfastness.

The Synaxarion states that in Phoenicia, Lebanon, the blessed
martyrs who lived during the days of Emperor Diocletian, and
by the order of the military commander, were killed one after
the other, with various forms of torture. They tore their bodies
apart by lashing, threw them to various ferocious beasts, and
subjected them to severe tortures with fire and iron until they
received the crown of martyrdom, in the year 304.

The memory of these brave martyrs has been preserved
primarily within the Maronite Church, emphasising their
relevance to our history and spiritual heritage. Their
commemoration on February 19th each year holds a special
significance, aligning with a period of remembrance for

Sunday of the Leper
2Kgs 5: 1-3.9-14
Rom 6: 12-23
MK 1: 35-45

Maronite saints, including Saint Maroun and Saint John
Maroun. Their example of holiness, perseverance, and
unwavering faith serves as an inspiration to us across
generations.

Sunday of the Leper

On this Sunday of Lent, the Maronite Church reflects on the
Cleansing of the Leper as told to us in the Gospel of Saint Mark
(1:35-43). One verse that drew my attention in this Year of
Prayer is that Jesus rose very early before dawn, he left and
went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. Jesus needed
to pray, setting an example for us about prioritising our own
relationship with the Father amidst the busyness of life.

Following prayer, Jesus goes out to preach and is approached
by a man afflicted with leprosy. Moved by compassion, He
reaches out, touches the man, and declares him clean. This
act not only restores the man's physical health but also
symbolises Jesus' power to cleanse and restore our
brokenness and sinfulness.

In this Lent, let us emulate the example of Jesus who reached
out to the leper with love and compassion. May we also
imitate Jesus' example of prayerful communion with the
Father recognising that prayer sustains our spiritual life to go
out to proclaim the Lord to our world.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS Safeguarding Officers:

Younan Friefer: 0400 080 000

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
Tam, 9am & 6pm

Wed 7am 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)

OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris
Park Rosary

8am (Arabic)

9:30am (English
il A(r/En§ ) m’(English Youth)

5pm EAr/En

Sat 7 Oam &6pm (Ar/Eng)

7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday

6pm and Sunday Masses or by
appointment on weekdays

Thur8 pm-9pm

from'9:30 a.m -

Mon - Sat

8: 30am Arablc )] 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by
Rosary Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
24 Hour Adoration

Every first Friday of the month
aturday 7:30

Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean):
0406 060 445
Fr Charbel Dib: 0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil: 0401 545 454
Fr Alain Fares: 0433 507 389
Fr Sam Wehbe: 0417 171 737
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883
Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824

Fr Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
Fr Joseph Maatouk: 0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac: 0422 886 062

CLERGY ON LEAVE RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean) Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury Fr Paul Joubeir

Joanne Elias: 0427 503 008

Parish Office:
9689 2899
Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday

9am - 4:30pm

Saturday

9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au




Fruit of Charity

This “Sunday of the Leper” is the first Sunday of Lent in the
Maronite calendar, recounting the merciful healing of a man
who was unclean, and forced to live alone, outside of the city
walls. It’s hard for us today to understand what this meant in
ancient Israel - he was forced to leave his home and family,
and be apart from all human connections. The unexpected
appearance of a leper would have been, for ordinary people, a
frightening matter. Lepers were described as “the living dead,”
crying out “Unclean, unclean.” Imagine the humiliation and
degradation experienced by such a soul. Yet, the merciful
Christ sees only the heart. When Jesus healed the leper, He
made it clear that He “chose” to make the leper clean again.
Jesus is so conscious of our internal fears and anxieties. He
knows that we are too ashamed or afraid to seek God’s mercy
and forgiveness, therefore, He soothes our broken spirit with
words of encouragement to ease our apprehensions. This is
how we must show love and mercy toward our neighbour
also, by sacrificing ourselves for others, in imitation of Christ;
giving of ourselves without complaint or counting the cost,
and without mentioning the inconveniences.

Lent is the most favourable Liturgical Season of the year for
this interior renewal. It is the best time for the conversion of
our hearts and minds, for the redirection of our paths back to
the original source of our creation and very existence. It is easy
to think of Lent as a time of sacrifice, rather than to consider
these 40 days as an opportunity to gain so much more for our
souls. After all, it is in giving that we receive...and the same
applies to “mercy”. When we sacrifice ourselves for the sake of
another, whether it be our time, our talent or possessions, we

must do so with humility of heart. Our acts of kindness should
not be made in order to gain recognition or praise for
ourselves, but with the intention of showing mercy to our
neighbour. Naturally, when we hear the word ‘sacrifice’ we
think of pain and loss. On the contrary, if we truly love the
Lord with all our heart and with all our mind, then we would
understand that the true meaning of love IS sacrifice. Keeping
this in mind, we no longer complain when confronted with
inconvenience, discomfort or frustrations of every kind. Jesus
reminds us that “freely you have received, and freely you
must give” so the essence of our giving is in itself merciful
love. Each of us will receive the same amount of mercy as we
dispense. Let us be generous in giving of ourselves to the
Lord, and to those in need throughout this blessed season of
purification and oblation.

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

The Profession of
Faith begins with these
words because the
affirmation "I believe in
God" is most important, the
source of all the other truths
about man and about the
world, and about the entire
life of everyone who
believes in God

UPCOMING EVENTS

WE ARE
BACK

FERSEN AL ADRA_

17TH FEBRUARY
FROM 1-3PM

> § o Prayer | Fellowshi
KINDY O syer Falowstip

| VEARG OLOL YOUTH CENTRE
" J0IN US FOR THE BEGINNING OF A GREAT YEAR!!

Do you feel called to serve the Lord?
Do you feel a calling to the Priesthood?

10AM | OLOL
Contact: Subdeacon Joseph Khou!
0405122 064 il 3

OLOL Vocations &
Discernment Group

"Come follow Me" - Mt 4:19

Qur Lady of Lebanon
Co-Cathedral

GARPARK
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

2)2))

FRIDAYS OF LENT
FROM
5PM T0 8:30PM

Contact Anthony: 0437 653 674



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

8:00pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Procession (English)

Sunday 18 February:

Sunday of the Leper
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Sayed Sarkis Ndaira
from Zgharta
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Bechara Ghaleb Tadros

Saturday 24 February:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Phillip Bakhos Ghabache
from Bahayra

from Bane

Sunday 25 February:

Sunday of the Haemorrhaging Woman

Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Janette Greige Nakhoul
widow of the late Mikhael Hanna Bechara from Karem Al

Wednesday 21 February: Mohr

11:30am Mass followed by Lenten Lunch

5:30pm The late Father Estephan Gerges El Khoury from P A RIS H I E K O
Hadchit (died in Lebanon)

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Arthur Kozhaya Elias

from Kfarsghab
Friday 23 February:
Masses 7:00am & 9:00am

5:45pm Stations of the Cross, Evening Prayer and
Procession (Arabic)

Monday 19 February:
6:00pm Badoui Toufic Harbieh from Zgharta died in
Lebanon

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 11/02/2024

Plates: $27,231 includes Ash Monday | Donations: $20 | Candles: $2,132
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,330,389 CYPC: $38,152 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,089,516 UNITS: $12,652 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

Last Friday to Sunday

The myo spent their weekend in prayer, reflection and enjoyed some fun
activities in preparation for lent with their pre-lenten retreat. It was a
fruitful weekend as they prepared their hearts for their Lenten season

Last Saturday

The OLOL sodality went to the shrine of the Holy Innocents at Kellyville
for their first retreat this year. Around 65 people attended this very
spiritual day. Thank you to Fr Youwakim & Fr Mikhael for their guidance
on the day

On Monday

We began our Lenten journey with Ash Monday, by marking our
forehands with the ashes we remember “we are dust and to dust we
shall return”. Our church doors flourished with many parishioners
attending the six rites and Masses throughout the day. May we
completely die entirely to Our Saviour this Lenten season

On Tuesday

The Rosary and Mass in celebration of the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima
was well attended. Thank you to Fr Youwakim for celebrating Mass

On Wednesday

Thank you to all who attended and donated money or food for the Lenten
lunch. God bless you and your families. Weekly Wednesday Lenten lunch
will be held every Wednesday after 11:30am Mass during lent

Our parish came together for Arabic & English stations of the Cross followed
by evening prayers and ziyeh. Let us walk with Jesus this Lenten season in
sharing in His passion as we journey to the resurrection. Join us next week

at 5:45pm for Arabic & 8pm for English

N
Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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The future of Lebanon passes first through the school. 14)Ls0 logu psllialg psl (ol

n the face of crises in Lebanon, childr e being forced out of school
This represents the higgest threat to the education of an entire generation
Please donate to the Lebanese School Appeal

With the beginning of this Season of lent, and

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE ON WWW.MARONITE.ORG.AU/APPEALS H H H P
CONTACT THE MARONITE CHANCERY ON 02 8831 0000 SHOULD YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION given the ongoing economic crisis in Leba non,
the Maronite Eparchy of Australia is collecting
ol donations to assist students in need in
2 Lebanese schools.

You will find small appeal boxes for this
campaign at the church doors. We kindly ask
you to take them to your homes or workplaces
to collection your donations and return them to
the parish office when ready or after Easter, at
the latest.

We wish you and your families a Blessed Lent

Save the Date

Witfess Do»% L_WQ/ Coise
Wednesday 8th of May

Details to follow
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“Cet up and Pray, so that you wil not fall info temptation”
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2024 YEAR OF PRAYER

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral

e, ; S Every
P . Wednesday
3 . . : w,; .' During Lent

cl2yl ogy Ja

Lenten Lunch "G

Weekly Program

/ﬂl/{anc/czg.-: Q.00 pm. | Rosary .
ol clae
7:1395&2.5;..: 7:30 pm | bible Study in Arabic
il 63w duihaila Cuggl roég_c_u
?.(,}é’c‘/;-—;@d([ai_,_— | m | Mass followed by Lenten Lunch wulag) I:E. dcludl pgall 6598 JUA clsy)l ogu JA&
a | Bible Study in English dycyll dcld 6‘9 Ea—l-o @.ob_a clatoaly
mipid(/ﬁy 8 pm | Adoration CLLOIJ_D \JUgjLD Win €. (e }_iﬁl
lingo) ohagag
(ﬁ{(&«‘y 245 pm in Arabic, & & prrin English SRl RER L RSO b o e e =18
Stations for The Cross, Evening Prayer
& Ziyeh Al Salib. The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon
4 Co-Cathedral invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes
‘Saf"‘-’"‘hff" Fersen Al Adra & Teens Meetings every Wednesday during Lent. 11:30am Mass followed by
= _ lunch in the Church Hall
(_Scu-*w{a.y: 8 am, am, -+ Lo S8 oIl $10 donation per person. All funds raised goes to help poor families in Lebanon

Divine Liturgy - Mass

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - 40 ALice St, Harris Park NSW 2150 - Ph: 02 9689 2899 - www.olol.org.au

pkgicly of Lebanon
e othedral

Arabic: 5:45 pm
English:8:00 pm

Every Friday during _I_e_gf;‘
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for:
(A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou
Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph &

daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour, Hanna & his father Youssef Tanas Moussa Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis
Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus
and all their deceased family & friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




