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Lk 16: 19-31

Message from the Bishop

Each year on 9 February, we celebrate the Feast of our "4 . ~
patron, St Maroun. His Feast remains for us a source of
spirituality and hope. Learning about the testimony and life of our
father St Maroun helps us understand our identity as Maronites and
encourages us to give witness to Jesus Christ amid challenges and
persecution. So our calling is to always strive to bring all to Christ, as
he did.

St Maroun's world in the fourth and fifth centuries was challenging;
there was little security in life, regardless of wealth and social
standing. Food shortages and diseases were rampant; law and order
in cities faltered, with the Roman Empire in constant conflict. This led
to a population shift, with many fleeing to the countryside for peace,
despite the hardships.

Maroun, a monk and priest at the time, chose to leave settled life for
one of solitude, living as a hermit in the open air on a mountain topin
Quorrosh - North Syria. He is known for converting a pagan temple
into a Church but also pagans to Christianity.

He chose a life of celibacy and poverty, inspiring many to follow his
example. He lived an ascetic life, endured all challenges and made
out of his life a sacrifice to God. Like a mountain resisting a hurricane,
Maroun's faith remained unshaken. And so, remaining in one place,
he drew men and women who came to him seeking spiritual advice
and following his way of life; poverty, chastity, prayer and
meditation, and most importantly love. He was passionate about
spreading the message of the Gospel and zealous about the healing
of ‘lost souls’.
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Ultimately, and after his death in 410AD, Beit Maroun, or the "House
of Maroun," was built in 452AD. Those who followed Maroun’s style of
life and spirituality became known as Maronites. This spiritual
movement flourished and became a Church in the 7th Century, the
Maronite Antiochian Church - the only Catholic Church named after a
saint.

As Maronites, we strive to embody Christ's likeness, drawing on the
faith, hope, and courage of St Maroun, who teaches us to serve rather
than seek to be served. Our times parallel Maroun's, and urge us to
deepen our faith for our mission amidst today's challenges,
insecurities and uncertainties of the world.

His example holds immense value for us today but also on this
Sunday’s Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. In a world that
can be hostile or indifferent to the truth of the Gospel, our focus must
remain on building the kingdom of God here on earth, where Christ is
always offering us grace, hope and consolation in the face of the
darkness of this world. Let us be reminded of the eternal life that
awaits us and encourages us to hold fast to our faith without
wavering, like St Maroun did. Let us seek his intercession for the
repose of the souls of all those who have gone before us, so they may
be ushered into heaven in accordance with the promises of Christ.

On this Feast day, | invite you to participate in the Solemn Mass at St
Maroun’s Cathedral (Redfern) on Thursday 8 February at 7pm, the
vigil of St Maroun’s Feast. | extend an invitation for the interstate
communities in Brisbane and Adelaide to attend the Patronal Feast
celebrations on 18 February in Brisbane and the 25th in Adelaide. |
also extend blessings to all carrying the name of our spiritual father
and wish you all, and your families, a blessed and joyful Feast of St
Maroun.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS Safeguarding Officers:
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24 Hour Adoration
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Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh: 0414 447 883
Fr Yuhanna Azize: 0435 764 824

Fr Ron Hassarati: 0403 504 384
Fr Joseph Maatouk: 0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul: 0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac: 0422 886 062

CLERGY ON LEAVE RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean) Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury Fr Paul Joubeir

Opening Hours:
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Saturday
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Fax: 9689 2068

Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au




"Praying for all souls"

“It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead, that they may be loosed from sins.” (2 Maccabees 12:46)

Praying for the dead isn’t only set aside for the month of
November or during funerals alone, for we must remember
them always in prayer as we call upon the mercy of God. In this
third week of Commemoration, we remember the souls of all
who have died, especially the most forgotten souls. We
remember ALL souls with the hope and prayer for their eternal
salvation, as they can no longer pray or offer penance for
themselves. Prayer has always been my solace, my “go to
place” especially when life isn’t going my way and | need to
find purpose and direction in my life. But that’s not the only
time | turn to prayer, for it has become my daily bread - the
irreplaceable nourishment | need each day to help me
persevere in my vocation as a disciple and worker in the Lord’s
vineyard. Above any other reason, | need prayer to maintain
my unique, personal and intimate relationship with God,
wherein | speak to Him and He speaks to me in the refuge of
this divine intimacy.

Strangely enough, it was during my years as a florist in
Rookwood Cemetery when my prayer developed into a
deeper and more structured way of life. | felt a strong
connection with the souls of the dead and could not stop
praying for them throughout my day, especially in seeing the
funeral cars driving past me on a daily basis. | prayed for those
who were grieving, that they may be strengthened in Faith and
Hope, and | prayed for those who had passed into eternal life,

that the Mercy of God had found a way into their hearts for
reconciliation before their last breath. In our prayers, we
implore God’s Mercy upon every soul that has ever passed,
and that God may accept our sacrifices and offerings made on
their behalf. Praying for the dead is an act of mercy on our
part, for they cannot pray for themselves, and this is why it’s
so important for us to pray and to offer the Divine Liturgy for
them. Saint Gertrude’s prayer for the dead is a wonderful
daily offering for the Holy Souls: “Eternal Father, | offer You the
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, of Your Beloved Son, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, in union with all the Masses offered today
throughout the world, for the release of the holy souls in
purgatory, especially the most forgotten souls and those
within my own family. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and
let Your perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in
peace. Amen.”

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

At the beginning
of the Acts of the
Apostles it is written that in
the first community of
Jerusalem, educated in the life
of prayer by the Holy Spirit, the
faithful "devoted themselves to
the teaching of the apostles and
to the communal life, to the
breaking of the bread, and
to the prayers" (Act 2:42)

UPCOMING EVENTS

St Maroun
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Fersen Al Adra invites all Children from kindy to Year 6

OLOL FERSEN AL ADRA

OLOL FAMILY COMMITTEE
PRESENTS
Sl PRE - LENTEN

Wednesday 7
February

7:00 pm: Mass

9:00 am: Mass

5:30 pm: Arabic Mass

7:00 pm: English Mass

Thursday 8"
February

7:00 pm: Mass

9:00 am: Mass

6:00 pm: Mass

8:00 pm: Adoration

Friday 9™
February
Feast Day

7:00 pm: Mass

9:00 am: Mass

6:00 pm: Mass F
24 Hours Adoration”
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Loy OLOL Youth Cent a
RECREATION ROOM outh bentre Yy "
$60 per Child : A b/

OLOL YOUTH CENTRE /

A chance for your children to grow in faith [ A
and make life long Friendships! ‘/
4TH
FEBRUARY

For any enquiries about the day!!




PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 4 February:
Sunday of the Faithful Departed

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Abraham Andary
from Kfour Al Arbeh

Monday 5 February:

10:30am Funeral of the late Susan Semaan Costantine
widow of the late Youssef Abboud from Kfarsghab
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Naji Younes from
Abdelleh - Batroun

Thursday 8 February:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Zibara widow of the
late Assad skaf from Hasroun

Friday 9 February:
Feast of St Maroun
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

TZARGS

The Rich Man and Lazarus

"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony."Luke 16:25 (NIV)

This puzzle is based on Luke 16:19-31 (NIV)
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ACROSS DOWN
1. Having a lot of money or 2. To soothe someone in a time of
valuable possessions pain or suffering
3. To tell someone of possible 4. To change your behavior

danger or harm
7. An opening in a wall or fence for

because you are sorry for what
you have done

entrance or exit 5. A poor person who lives by
9. The fleshy part in the mouth that asking others for money or food
is used in tasting 6. Extreme physical or mental pain
10. A clear, colorless, odorless, or suffering
and tasteless liquid essential 8. Stopped living
for most plant and animal life
warn died comfort water gate
agony rich tongue beggar repent
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Saturday 10 February:
6:00 40 Day Mass for the late John Bakhos Khalil from
Blouza

Sunday 11 February:
Cana Sunday - Entrance into the Great Lent

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Anthony Sayed Gittany
from Zgharta

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/01/2024
Plates: $13,073 | Donations: $0 | Candles: $1,896
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,344,258 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,094,872 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

IN YOUR PARISH

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

WHAT HAPPENED / .

On Tuesday

OLOL Fersen embarked upon electing their 2024 Executive team.
Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, this Marian
Ministry continues to thrive and flourish with new leaders, committed,
and dedicated to service. We are pleased to announce that the 2024
Executive team was elected in the presence of our Chaplain Father
John Paul Bassil, 0.M.M, & assistant to the Chaplain Sister Rita Bou
Raffoul, as follows:

Coordinator & Treasurer: Antonio Chalita
Vice Coordinator & Secretary: Jacinta Semaan
Spiritual Coordinators: Sister Rita & Antonious Tarrazi
Media Coordinator: Elise Haddad
Events Coordinators: Belinda Bourizk & Anthony Harb
We thank the previous Executive team and leaders who have worked
extremely hard in prior years to pave the way for our current team. Your
efforts do not go unnoticed, and we will keep the outgoing team in our
prayers. Please continue to pray for our leaders, Fersen Ministry, the
community we serve within and the children we encounter as part of
our mission.

On Wednesday

The youth came together for their final instalment of “the mysteries”
series. Our talk was on the sacraments with the session on the journey
of marriage - both the difficulties and fulfilling parts of marriages.
Understanding what we and the person we choose to be with should
be prepared for

On Thursday & Friday

Our mothers of our parish were busy baking saj bread on the
lower-level car park. Thank you to all who came and purchased and
showed their support

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our
newsletter.
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Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Arabic School
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Adult Arabic Classes 2024

will be held on Tuesday evenings in the
Commumty Youth & Parlsh Centre d Level,

Registration for Term 1 is open.
Start date: (TBC);
Time:
Duration: ¢

To register, please call the Parish Office on
, or email

"Our language is part of our history, culture and traditions. ™
\" ‘ ' ‘

LlsTEN SPEAK READ  WRITE

OLOL Arabic School | 40 Alice Strest Harris Park NSW 2150 | Ph. 029669 2099 | M. IE: 2| W

Accessible Church
An initiative of

P
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Maronitet

. Day/time: sundoys Every Sunday The Divine
©10.300m Sacrifice of the
Location: St Elias Chapel,
Q Maronite College of the 10'30‘"“ Lk
Holy Famnily (MCHF) celebrated for
Access: Cate 6, Weston people with

St Harris Park, MCHE.
Parking on Weston 5t autism, special
needs, and their |

families.

@ Info: Fr Yuhanna Azize
0435 764 824

) UPCOMING EVENTS
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Our Lady of L ebanon Pﬂnsll Arabic School
il hagan- 1o Bagen B § Byl 24 yia

LISTEN SPEAK  READ WRITE

The NSW Govemnment is helping kids get creative with the new Creative Kids program.
Apply for the §50 Creative Kids Voucher online: www.servicensw.gov.au

(The voucher will be available twice a year, February & July).

Name of Provider: Maronite Eparchy of Australia Arabic School

CREATIVE

OLOL Arabic School | 40 Alice Street Harmis Park NSW 2150 | Ph.02 3689 2899 | M. 0476885560 | E: arabicschosiBelol orq au | W. www.ololorg au

OUR LADY OF LEBANON CO-GATHEDRAL

”ﬁt 4 and Pmy §v Lhat gou wit¥ not M thle ?fef;;o ztz?/r
2024 YEAR OF PRAYER

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

RITE OF BLESSI NG 5
6AM & DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASHES

MASS & RITE OF BLESSING
7AM,9AM  g'isrkiBurion oF THE ASHES
MCHF MASS & RITE OF BLESSING
1045AM | DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASHES

- MASS & RITE OF BLESSING
2:00PM & DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASHES

OF THE ASHES
Y HIS EXCELLENGY
NE-CHARBEL TARABY

CELEBRATED
BISHOP. ANT

- MASS: & RITE OF BLESSING
7:00PM & DISTRIBUTUEN
|

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral | 40 Alice St, Harris Park NSW 2150



{

“Cet up and Pray, so that you wil not fall info temptation”
‘ A od 191337 Ui lglgllos 0 s 240
2024 YEAR OF PRAYER

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral

e, ; S Every
P . Wednesday
3 . . : w,; .' During Lent

cl2yl ogy Ja

Lenten Lunch "G

Weekly Program

/ﬂl/{anc/czg.-: Q.00 pm. | Rosary .
ol clae
7:1395&2.5;..: 7:30 pm | bible Study in Arabic
il 63w duihaila Cuggl roég_c_u
?.(,}é’c‘/;-—;@d([ai_,_— | m | Mass followed by Lenten Lunch wulag) I:E. dcludl pgall 6598 JUA clsy)l ogu JA&
a | Bible Study in English dycyll dcld 6‘9 Ea—l-o @.ob_a clatoaly
mipid(/ﬁy 8 pm | Adoration CLLOIJ_D \JUgjLD Win €. (e }_iﬁl
lingo) ohagag
(ﬁ{(&«‘y 245 pm in Arabic, & & prrin English SRl RER L RSO b o e e =18
Stations for The Cross, Evening Prayer
& Ziyeh Al Salib. The Ladies of the Sodality of Our Lady of Lebanon
4 Co-Cathedral invite you to a Lenten Lunch of over 30 dishes
‘Saf"‘-’"‘hff" Fersen Al Adra & Teens Meetings every Wednesday during Lent. 11:30am Mass followed by
= _ lunch in the Church Hall
(_Scu-*w{a.y: 8 am, am, -+ Lo S8 oIl $10 donation per person. All funds raised goes to help poor families in Lebanon

Divine Liturgy - Mass

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral - 40 ALice St, Harris Park NSW 2150 - Ph: 02 9689 2899 - www.olol.org.au

pkgicly of Lebanon
e othedral

Arabic: 5:45 pm
English:8:00 pm

Every Friday during _I_e_gf;‘
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia
Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph

& daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the
deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family &
friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Adele
Seghabe, Therese Semaan Seghabe (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




