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                         Issue 14 | Sunday 4 February 2024 | Sunday of the Faithful Departed “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue” Lk 16: 19-31

THE GOSPEL
Jesus said: "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell 
from the rich manʼs table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ʻFather Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.̓  But 
Abraham said, Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there 
to us.̓  He said, ʻThen, father, I beg you to send him to my fatherʼs house - for I have five brothers - that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.̓  Abraham replied, ʻThey have Moses and the 
prophets; they should listen to them.̓  He said, ʻNo, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 
will repent.̓  He said to him, ʻIf they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.” Lk 16: 19-31

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS
Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean): 
0406 060 445 
Fr Charbel Dib:  0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil:  0401 545 454

0433 507 389

Fr Yuhanna Azize:  0435 764 824
Fr Ron Hassarati:  0403 504 384 
Fr Joseph Maatouk:  0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul:  0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac:  0422 886 062
CLERGY ON LEAVE           RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean)    Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury            Fr Paul Joubeir

          0414 447 883
0417 171 737

    

Fr Alain Fares:  
Fr Sam Wehbe:  
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh:  

Safeguarding Officers:
Younan Friefer:  0400 080 000
Joanne Elias:  0427 503 008

Ultimately, and after his death in 410AD, Beit Maroun, or the "House 
of Maroun," was built in 452AD. Those who followed Marounʼs style of 
life and spirituality became known as Maronites. This spiritual 
movement flourished and became a Church in the 7th Century, the 
Maronite Antiochian Church – the only Catholic Church named after a 
saint.  

As Maronites, we strive to embody Christ's likeness, drawing on the 
faith, hope, and courage of St Maroun, who teaches us to serve rather 
than seek to be served. Our times parallel Maroun's, and urge us to 
deepen our faith for our mission amidst today's challenges, 
insecurities and uncertainties of the world. 

His example holds immense value for us today but also on this 
Sundayʼs Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. In a world that 
can be hostile or indifferent to the truth of the Gospel, our focus must 
remain on building the kingdom of God here on earth, where Christ is 
always offering us grace, hope and consolation in the face of the 
darkness of this world. Let us be reminded of the eternal life that 
awaits us and encourages us to hold fast to our faith without 
wavering, like St Maroun did. Let us seek his intercession for the 
repose of the souls of all those who have gone before us, so they may 
be ushered into heaven in accordance with the promises of Christ.

On this Feast day, I invite you to participate in the Solemn Mass at St 
Marounʼs Cathedral (Redfern) on Thursday 8 February at 7pm, the 
vigil of St Marounʼs Feast. I extend an invitation for the interstate 
communities in Brisbane and Adelaide to attend the Patronal Feast 
celebrations on 18 February in Brisbane and the 25th in Adelaide. I 
also extend blessings to all carrying the name of our spiritual father 
and wish you all, and your families, a blessed and joyful Feast of St 
Maroun.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

Each year on 9 February, we celebrate the Feast of our 
patron, St Maroun. His Feast remains for us a source of 
spirituality and hope. Learning about the testimony and life of our 
father St Maroun helps us understand our identity as Maronites and 
encourages us to give witness to Jesus Christ amid challenges and 
persecution. So our calling is to always strive to bring all to Christ, as 
he did.

St Maroun's world in the fourth and fifth centuries was challenging; 
there was little security in life, regardless of wealth and social 
standing. Food shortages and diseases were rampant; law and order 
in cities faltered, with the Roman Empire in constant conflict. This led 
to a population shift, with many fleeing to the countryside for peace, 
despite the hardships.

Maroun, a monk and priest at the time, chose to leave settled life for 
one of solitude, living as a hermit in the open air on a mountain top in 
Quorrosh - North Syria. He is known for converting a pagan temple 
into a Church but also pagans to Christianity. 

He chose a life of celibacy and poverty, inspiring many to follow his 
example. He lived an ascetic life, endured all challenges and made 
out of his life a sacrifice to God. Like a mountain resisting a hurricane, 
Maroun's faith remained unshaken. And so, remaining in one place, 
he drew men and women who came to him seeking spiritual advice 
and following his way of life; poverty, chastity, prayer and 
meditation, and most importantly love. He was passionate about 
spreading the message of the Gospel and zealous about the healing 
of ʻlost souls .̓

Message from the Bishop



At the beginning 
of the Acts of the 

Apostles it is written that in 
the first community of 

Jerusalem, educated in the life 
of prayer by the Holy Spirit, the 
faithful "devoted themselves to 
the teaching of the apostles and 

to the communal life, to the 
breaking of the bread, and 
to the prayers" (Act 2:42)ANSWER

How did the 
first Christian 
community in 

Jerusalem 
pray?

QUESTION

UPCOMING EVENTS

"Praying for all souls"
“It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the 
dead, that they may be loosed from sins.” (2 Maccabees 12:46)

Praying for the dead isnʼt only set aside for the month of 
November or during funerals alone, for we must remember 
them always in prayer as we call upon the mercy of God. In this 
third week of Commemoration, we remember the souls of all 
who have died, especially the most forgotten souls. We 
remember ALL souls with the hope and prayer for their eternal 
salvation, as they can no longer pray or offer penance for 
themselves. Prayer has always been my solace, my “go to 
place” especially when life isnʼt going my way and I need to 
find purpose and direction in my life. But thatʼs not the only 
time I turn to prayer, for it has become my daily bread - the 
irreplaceable nourishment I need each day to help me 
persevere in my vocation as a disciple and worker in the Lordʼs 
vineyard. Above any other reason, I need prayer to maintain 
my unique, personal and intimate relationship with God, 
wherein I speak to Him and He speaks to me in the refuge of 
this divine intimacy.

Strangely enough, it was during my years as a florist in 
Rookwood Cemetery when my prayer developed into a 
deeper and more structured way of life. I felt a strong 
connection with the souls of the dead and could not stop 
praying for them throughout my day, especially in seeing the 
funeral cars driving past me on a daily basis. I prayed for those 
who were grieving, that they may be strengthened in Faith and 
Hope, and I prayed for those who had passed into eternal life, 

that the Mercy of God had found a way into their hearts for 
reconciliation before their last breath. In our prayers, we 
implore Godʼs Mercy upon every soul that has ever passed, 
and that God may accept our sacrifices and offerings made on 
their behalf. Praying for the dead is an act of mercy on our 
part, for they cannot pray for themselves, and this is why itʼs 
so important for us to pray and to offer the Divine Liturgy for 
them. Saint Gertrudeʼs prayer for the dead is a wonderful 
daily offering for the Holy Souls: “Eternal Father, I offer You the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, of Your Beloved Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in union with all the Masses offered today 
throughout the world, for the release of the holy souls in 
purgatory, especially the most forgotten souls and those 
within my own family. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
let Your perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in 
peace. Amen.”

Salwa Elias



PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Sunday 4 February:
Sunday of the Faithful Departed
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Abraham Andary 
from Kfour Al Arbeh

Monday 5 February:
10:30am Funeral of the late Susan Semaan Costantine 
widow of the late Youssef Abboud from Kfarsghab
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Naji Younes from 
Abdelleh - Batroun

Thursday 8 February:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Zibara widow of the 
late Assad skaf from Hasroun

Friday 9 February:
Feast of St Maroun
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 28/01/2024
Plates: $13,073        | Donations: $0       | Candles: $1,896
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,344,258        CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,094,872                UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Saturday 10 February:
6:00 40 Day Mass for the late John Bakhos Khalil from 
Blouza

Sunday 11 February:
Cana Sunday – Entrance into the Great Lent
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Anthony Sayed Gittany 
from Zgharta

Whatʼs happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few 
small steps into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

On Tuesday

OLOL Fersen embarked upon electing their 2024 Executive team. 
Through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, this Marian 

Ministry continues to thrive and flourish with new leaders, committed, 
and dedicated to service. We are pleased to announce that the 2024 
Executive team was elected in the presence of our Chaplain Father 
John Paul Bassil, O.M.M, & assistant to the Chaplain Sister Rita Bou 

Raffoul, as follows: 
Coordinator & Treasurer: Antonio Chalita

Vice Coordinator & Secretary: Jacinta Semaan
Spiritual Coordinators: Sister Rita & Antonious Tarrazi

Media Coordinator: Elise Haddad
Events Coordinators: Belinda Bourizk & Anthony Harb

We thank the previous Executive team and leaders who have worked 
extremely hard in prior years to pave the way for our current team. Your 
efforts do not go unnoticed, and we will keep the outgoing team in our 

prayers. Please continue to pray for our leaders, Fersen Ministry, the 
community we serve within and the children we encounter as part of 

our mission.

On Wednesday

The youth came together for their final instalment of “the mysteries” 
series. Our talk was on the sacraments with the session on the journey 

of marriage – both the difficulties and fulfilling parts of marriages. 
Understanding what we and the person we choose to be with should 

be prepared for

On Thursday & Friday

Our mothers of our parish were busy baking saj bread on the 
lower-level car park. Thank you to all who came and purchased and 

showed their support

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish 
by checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to 
the latest parish announcements and being subscribed to our 
newsletter.

 

KIDS CORNER



UPCOMING EVENTS



Adoration 
Every Thursday at 8pm

UPCOMING EVENTS



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ٤ شباط:

أحد الموتى المؤمنين
٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم جورج أبراهام العنداري من كفور العربة

الإثنين ٥ شباط:
المرحوم  أرملة  قسطنطين  سمعان  سوسان  المرحومة  دفن   ١٠:٣٠

يوسف عبّود من كفرصغاب
ه - البترون  ٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم ناجي يونس من عَبْدِلِّ

الخميس ٨ شباط:
من  سكاف  أسعد  المرحوم  أرملة  زيبارة  روز  المرحومة  أربعون   ٦:٠٠

حصرون

الجمعة ٩ شباط:
عيد مار مارون

القداسات ٧:٠٠ و٩:٠٠ صباحاً و٦:٠٠ مساءً

السبت ١٠ شباط:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم جان باخوس خليل من بلوزا

الأحد ١١ شباط:
أحد مدخل الصوم – أية عرس قانا الجليل

١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم أنطوني سايد الجعيتاني من زغرتا
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray 
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia 
Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph 
& daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the 
deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese 
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & 
friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Adele 
Seghabe, Therese Semaan Seghabe (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum

أ�د الموتى 
المؤم�ين
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الله.

"من آمن بي ومات فس�یحیا"
(یو ١١: ٢٥)
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