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                         Issue 13 | Sunday 28 January 2024 | Sunday of the Righteous and the Just “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” Mt 25: 31-46

THE GOSPEL
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to 
those at his right hand, ʻCome, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.̓  Then the righteous will answer him, ʻLord, when was it that we saw you hungry 
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?ʼ 
And the king will answer them, ʻTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.̓  Then he will say to those at his left hand, ʻYou that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.̓  Then they also will answer, ʻLord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?ʼ Then he will answer them, ʻTruly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.̓  And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Mt 25: 31-46

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS
Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean): 
0406 060 445 
Fr Charbel Dib:  0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil:  0401 545 454

0433 507 389

Fr Yuhanna Azize:  0435 764 824
Fr Ron Hassarati:  0403 504 384 
Fr Joseph Maatouk:  0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul:  0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac:  0422 886 062
CLERGY ON LEAVE           RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean)    Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury            Fr Paul Joubeir

          0414 447 883
0417 171 737

    

Fr Alain Fares:  
Fr Sam Wehbe:  
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh:  

Safeguarding Officers:
Younan Friefer:  0400 080 000
Joanne Elias:  0427 503 008

In the Syriac Churches, poetry and hymns serve as primary vehicles 
for teaching theology, a fact evident in Maronite Liturgy where a 
significant portion is sung by both the celebrant and the 
congregation. The rich imagery and poetry of the liturgy leave a 
lasting impression. It is so often that a Maronite child who attends 
Mass from a young age can be heard chanting the “Qadishat” at 
home. This is because hymns stay with children and they can learn 
from them.

Preserving Our Traditions

St. Ephrem's example teaches us that in our liturgy, hymns are not 
mere music to listen to; they are powerful praying and teaching tools 
integral to our Maronite tradition. Whether you are aware or not, if 
you attend the Maronite Mass, you are using the words of St Ephrem. 
Let us live, sing, and teach these hymns to our children and in our 
Masses, going beyond passive listening to the choir during liturgy. Let 
the words of the hymns resonate within us, actively participating in 
this beautiful aspect of our Maronite faith.

I wish you a blessed feast day of St Ephrem – may his writings and 
compositions continue to resonate within our hearts, guiding us in 
faith and tradition.

Antoine-Charbel Tarabay 

As we mark the Feast Day of St. Ephrem, celebrated on 
January 28th, we reflect on the profound influence he had on the 
spiritual and liturgical life of the Maronite Church. Known as the 
“Harp of the Holy Spirit”, St. Ephrem's life and works continue to 
inspire and guide our Maronite tradition.

St. Ephrem was a deacon and little is known about his life. Born 
around the year 306, he likely originated from the vicinity of Nisbis, 
then a city in Persia. Some historians infer from his writings that he 
came from a Christian family and was baptised as an adult. St. 
Ephrem, also an ascetic, had St. James of Nisbis as his spiritual 
father, to whom he dedicated a hymn. In about 364, he entered 
solitude on Mount Edessa, a practice not uncommon in Antioch and 
Edessa at the time. The Maronite community grew out of this 
commitment to asceticism and monasticism, inspired by our 
spiritual father, St. Maroun. St. Ephrem passed away on 9 June 373.

Writing in Syriac, St. Ephrem used hymns and powerful poetic 
imagery to address the heresies of his time. Recognising the power of 
music as an educational tool, he emphasised its role for both young 
and old alike. St. Ephrem also had a particular devotion to the Virgin 
Mary, dedicating a hymn, the Hymn on the Nativity, to her.

Message from the Bishop



Along with the 
prayer of Mary at Cana 

in Galilee, the Gospel gives 
us the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) 

which is the song both of the 
Mother of God and of the Church, 
the joyous thanksgiving that rises 

from the hearts of the poor 
because their hope is met by 

the fulfillment of the divine 
promises

ANSWER

Is there a 
prayer of 

Mary in the 
Gospel?

QUESTION

UPCOMING EVENTS

Inheriting the Kingdom of God 
Over the past few weeks, the following words that Jesus spoke 
in His Beatitudes have resounded ever so clearly in my heart 
and in my mind - “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall 
see God.” Having to bury a loved one gives rise to many 
emotions, but only God can comfort us with the promise of 
eternal life. As scripture and many saints have reminded us, 
ʻthe wise man seeks his own salvation with fear and 
trembling.̓  Anyone who has lost a loved one immediately 
turns to prayer for consolation. Then having also wept, and 
felt the anguish, pain and distress of loss, we pray that 
grieving families will find their consolation in offering the 
Qorbono for their souls, as we celebrate our Liturgy for the 
Righteous and the Just who will pray and intercede for us.

Ongoing tragedies around the world have made us more 
aware of the plight of so many families needing assistance, 
comfort, and support of every kind. The struggles and 
heartaches endured by victims of war, poverty, fire, drought, 
floods, oppression, famine, homelessness, etc. are clearly 
seen by all, thanks to media coverage. What about the 
distressing situations which are not so apparent, happening 
on a daily basis behind closed doors, hidden in the dark nights 
of loneliness and abandonment? Isnʼt it sad that we tend to 
contemplate ʻeternityʼ when struck with the reality of our 
human losses, rather than living each day in preparation for, 
and in the hope of, eternal life with God? 

Being a Christian in todayʼs world means being radical, and 
thatʼs what Iʼve learned from following Christ – to be radical. 
Itʼs not enough for me to “learn” about God, for I must “know” 
my God in order to follow Him and to better guide those 
placed under my care. I have asked myself “what must one do 
to inherit the Kingdom of God”? I guess a good start is to trust 
in the Triune God, to stand up for what is right and just, 
defending the defenceless and speaking out for the 
voiceless…to be a light in the darkness for those who are too 
ashamed or frightened to cry out for help – the homeless and 
hungry, the abandoned, oppressed, abused, and rejected. It 
takes courage to do what is right and just in the eyes of God 
without appearing to be fanatical in the eyes of the world, but 
this is what it would take to inherit the promised Kingdom. 
Hearts filled with love for God and neighbour, merciful and 
fair, growing in heroic virtues, must certainly be worthy to 
merit such a great inheritance from such a loving and 
merciful Father.

Salwa Elias



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 28 January:
Sunday of the Righteous and the Just
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Helen Nkoula Tanos 
from Wadi Al Laymoun – Saida widow of the late Toufic 
Geagea from Becharre

Wednesday 31 January:
7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Antoine Joseph Scoulou 
from Ain Al Roumaneh

Thursday 1 February:
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Friday 2 February:
Entrance of Our Lord into the Temple – Blessing of the 
Candles
Masses 7:00am, 9:00am and 6:00pm 

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 21/01/2024
Plates: $11,005        | Donations: $10       | Candles: $240
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,344,258        CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,094,872                UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Saturday 3 February:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Romanos Antonios Saba 
from Blouza

Sunday 4 February:
Sunday of the Faithful Departed
5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Abraham Andary 
from Kfour Al Arbeh

 

KIDS CORNER

 

Our Lady Mercy Place Aged Care 
Home welcomes first resident

Earlier this week, the Our Lady Mercy Place residential aged care 
home in Harris Park officially welcomed its first resident as it opened 
its doors in Harris Park.

This long-anticipated day is the realisation of a vision set forth by 
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, in collaboration with the board 
members of Our Lady Aged Care Centre (OLACC).

Bishop Tarabay was on hand - along with distinguished guests - to 
welcome Mrs Saad and present her with a Rosary. Bishop Tarabay 
said, “We are here to extend a warm welcome to Mrs Juliette Saad, as 
her arrival signals the commencement of a new chapter in residential 
aged care for elderly people in Harris Park.”

Mr Barry Barakat, Chairperson of OLACC said, “This is a significant 
milestone for our community and marks a pivotal step in meeting the 
increasing demand for aged care services in a home environment 
that addresses practical and health requirements but also ensures 
the fulfilment of the pastoral and spiritual needs of our older 
community members.”

Helping welcome Mrs Saad were The Hon Tony Burke, Minister for 
Employment and Workplace Relations, Minister for the Arts, Dr 
Andrew Charlton, Member for Parramatta, Lord Mayor Pierre Esber, 
Parramatta City Council, Deputy Mayor Rachelle Harika, City of 
Canterbury Bankstown, Ms Catherine Davies, Director, People & 
Corporate at Multicultural NSW, representatives from the 
Department of Health and Aged Care and representatives from Mercy 
Health; Ms Virginia Bourke, Chair of the Board, Ms Angela Nolan CEO 
and Ms Clare Douglas, Chief Executive Residential Aged Care.

Anyone interested in residential care at Our Lady Mercy Place 
Harris Park is encouraged to contact Mercy Health

on 1300 159 265.



UPCOMING EVENTS
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الأحد ٢٨ كانون الثاني:
أحد الأبرار والصديقين

القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
صيدا   - الليمون  وادي  من  طانس  نقولا  إيلان  المرحومة  أربعون   ١١:٠٠

أرملة المرحوم توفيق جعجع من بشري

الأربعاء ٣١ كانون الثاني:
عين  من    Scoulou سكولو  جوزيف  أنطوان  المرحوم  أربعون   ٧:٠٠

الرمانة

الخميس ١ شباط:
١٠:٣٠ قداس المسنين على نية كبارنا في الرعية يليه غداء 

الجمعة ٢ شباط:
عيد دخول المسيح الى الهيكل ورتبة تبريك الشموع

القداسات ٧:٠٠ و ٩:٠٠ صباحاً و ٦:٠٠ مساءً مع تبريك الشمع

السبت ٣ شباط:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم رومانوس أنطونيوس سابا من بلوزا

الأحد ٤ شباط: 
أحد الموتى المؤمنين

٥:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم جورج أبراهام العنداري من كفور العربة
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray 
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia 
Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph 
& daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Tanious Elias Kassi and the 
deceased of his family, Genevieve Khoury and all the departed of Khoury & Elzahoul families (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese 
Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & 
friends (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Adele 
Seghabe, Therese Semaan Seghabe (T) (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)

Lorem ipsum

أ�د الأ�رار 
والصدّیقين
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الإنجیل

القدّيسة،  مريم  البتول  من  الجسد  في  بميلادك  من  يا  الأزليّ،  الآبن  أيّها 
يوسف  قلب  فرّحت  القدس  هيكل  وبدخولك  البشريّ،  طبعنا  باركت 
النبيّة، إجعلنا لكَ هياكلَ  البارَّ سمعانَ والأرملة حنّة  ومريم، وعزّيت الشيخ 
وروحك  وأباك  ونشكرك  فنمجّدك  فينا،  بحضورك  وفرّحنا  مقدّسة،  حيّةً 

���Ë،القدّوس، الآن وإلى الأبد
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