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THE GOSPEL
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned 
and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, Rabbi” (which translated 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was 
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four oʼclock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peterʼs brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, 
“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon son of John.  You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). Jn 1: 35-42

Message from the Bishop
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we transition into 2024, we dedicate this year as the Year of 
Prayer in response to Pope Francis' invitation in preparation 
for the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope. We embark on a year with 
initiatives that emphasise the significance of both individual 
and communal prayer. 

Throughout this year, every Catholic is encouraged to engage 
in a thoughtful examination of their prayer life: what they pray, 
how they pray, and why they pray. This reflection serves two 
primary purposes: first, to inspire a deeper commitment to 
prayer and a profound love for God; and second, to consider 
how one might guide and accompany others in prayer during 
this Year of Prayer.

Changes to my Newsletter Messages
As part this year, there will be a slight adjustment to my 
newsletter messages. Instead of the weekly messages, my 
messages will now coincide with Maronite major feast days 
and saints' feasts. These messages will centre around our 
Maronite spirituality and Maronite prayers. 

May this year be a time of deepened connection with the 
Divine through a renewal of our prayer life. 

Feast of St Anthony the Great

On the 17th of January, we commemorate the Feast of St. 
Anthony the Great. This saint, who lived in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries, made a profound choice to forsake his home, sell 
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Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
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from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 
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his possessions, and withdraw from the world. Venturing into 
the wilderness, he embraced a life of austerity, prayer, and the 
pursuit of spiritual virtues, witnessing to the heavenly 
kingdom on earth.

Saint Anthony's monastic principles inspired numerous 
individuals, both men and women, to abandon worldly 
pursuits and fully dedicate themselves to God within the 
confines of the monastery. The monastic life, guided by these 
principles, continues to be a wellspring of grace and blessings 
for the church.

As we observe this feast, we extend our heartfelt 
congratulations to the Monks of the Lebanese Maronite Order 
on the renewal of their monastic vows. This renewal is not a 
mere ritual but a fresh and annual commitment to embody 
monastic virtues and Gospel teachings, mirroring the 
exemplary life of Saint Anthony.

Our prayers are lifted for God's blessings upon His church, 
particularly in these challenging times. May He inspire new 
saints, following in the footsteps of Saint Anthony the Great, 
embarking on a journey to live out Gospel and Christian 
values, fostering communities of faith and prayer, and serving 
as leaven in the dough of this world.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay



Our prayer is 
efficacious because it is 
united in faith with the 
prayer of Jesus. In him 

Christian prayer becomes a 
communion of love with the 

Father. In this way we can present 
our petitions to God and be 

heard: "Ask and you will 
receive that your joy may 

be full" (John 16:24)
ANSWER

Why is
our prayer 
efficacious

QUESTION

UPCOMING EVENTS

"Come and See”
Children are possibly the most inquisitive and curious creatures on 
earth. Having taught Religion to students from Kindergarten to Year 
12, Iʼve had a fair share of “Q&A”. It is quite healthy to ask questions, 
and highly encouraged, throughout the process of learning and 
growing. In fact, I wish more adults would ask more questions when 
it comes to matters of faith, rather than just following what others are 
doing. It really saddens me to know that innocent young children are 
more prepared to “come and see” for themselves while adults tend to 
become indifferent and just ʻgo with the flow.̓  Perhaps thatʼs why 
Jesus used those words to attract the young and pure of heart.

If we, as baptised Catholics, donʼt know the precepts of the Church, 
then weʼre not living as true disciples of Christ. There is a great need 
for understanding Church Teachings in this era that is quickly 
becoming ʻnew ageʼ in thinking and practices. I notice this trend 
especially at funerals and weddings, where almost anything is 
acceptable based on the opinions or preferences of the ones 
organising these events. Our Sacraments and Liturgical norms are in 
place for our spiritual wellbeing and the sanctification of souls, so 
why would we choose to make up our own rules? For example, 
weddings in parks or on beaches instead of a church, or the 
scattering and/or sharing of cremated ashes instead of a proper 
Christian ʻburial .̓ Our Church can be flexible, but not heretical, in the 
spirit of charity.

I remember in my early years growing up in Catholic schools, I had 
many questions about Church Teachings, and my curiosity led me to 
investigating other religions and beliefs, only to learn for myself that 

the Catholic Church alone contains the fullness of Truth. This 
ʻrevelationʼ triggered a deeper desire to know more about Church 
Teachings which then led me to the study of apologetics and a circle 
of friends whom I love and respect to this day, as we continue 
together in spreading the Good News. Our faith calls us to be radical, 
like John the Baptist, unafraid to learn and speak the Truth. Our faith 
calls us to persevere and endure all trials, like the apostle Paul who 
reminds us with his fearlessness. Our faith calls us to love as Christ 
has first loved us, and that means correcting the wrong and doing 
what is right. Letʼs not give in to the new age mentality of these 
times, for Jesus is the same today as He was yesterday, and will be 
tomorrow. Jesus made it clear in his earthly mission that He alone is 
the Way and the Truth. He invites us to come and see for ourselves 
that his way is the only way to heaven - (Luke 9:23) “Anyone who 
wishes to follow me must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.”

Salwa Elias



PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Parish Announcement

There will be no 7am Mass from Monday 15th Janurary 
to Friday 19th January due to clergy retreat.

Sunday 14 January:
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Elie Esber from Beirut
7:00pm The Late Oblan Youssef Azize from Zgharta (died 
in Lebanon).

Wednesday 17 January:
St Anthony the Great
Masses 9:00am, 5.30pm and 7:00pm
Saturday 20 January:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Samira Nicholas Oram 
from Beirut widow of the late Mahfoud Wakim from Syria

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 07/01/2024
Plates: $17,150 | Donations: $0 | Candles: $576
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,344,258        CYPC: $37,681    INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,094,872               UNITS: $12,503   INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Sunday 21 January:
Sunday of the Priests
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Doumit Gerges Nohra 
Harb from Tannourine

KIDS CORNER

 

I no longer fear God, 
but I love him.

For perfect love 
casts out fear.

St Anthony
the Great



PARISH CAMERA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Weekly Mass for people with autism and 
special needs

Our Lady of Lebanon parish is holding a 
special weekly Mass in English for people 

with autism and special needs.
Time: every Sunday, at 10.30 am.

Location: St Elias Chapel at the Maronite 
Sisters of the Holy Family School, Harris 
Park. Entrance from Gate 6, Weston St. 

Wheelchair access is available.
PS: The Mass is designed for people with 

autism. It should not exceed 35 minutes, with 
dim lights, without musical instruments or 

incense.
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الأحد ١٤ كانون الثاني:
الأحد الثاني بعد الدنح

القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
٥:٠٠ السنة للمرحوم إيلي إسبر من بيروت

٧:٠٠ المرحوم قبلان يوسف عزيزي من زغرتا (متوفي في لبنان)

الأربعاء ١٧ كانون الثاني:
عيد مار أنطونيوس الكبير

القداسات: ٩:٠٠ صباحاً ،  ٥:٣٠  و ٧:٠٠ مساءً 

السبت ٢٠ كانون الثاني:
٦:٠٠ أربعون المرحومة سميرة نيقولا اورام من بيروت أرملة المرحوم 

محفوض واكيم من سوريا

الأحد ٢١ كانون الثاني:
أحد الكهنة

القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
١١:٠٠ أربعون المرحوم دوميط جرجس نهرا حرب من تنورين
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القد�س أنطونیوس 
الك�ير أ� الرهبان 

١٧ كانون الثاني



IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed 
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them, Said & Violet Azizi, Tannous & Lulu Abboud (B) Milia Bou 
Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline 
Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) Khalil & Marina Issa, Matni Issa (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour, Khosse & Mariana Jallis (K) Baraban Georges Karam, 
Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families, Genevieve Khoury, Mkhael & Hanneh Khoury & Afifeh Khoury (L) (M) 
Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa, Hesneh Malkoun (N) Georges Nader (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil 
& Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends, Rizk Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & 
Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Saba Family, Emile Saad, Kevin Saad, Nabih Saad, Lina Saba Saba, Toufic Succar, Joseph Succar (T) Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) Raymond 
Younan (Z)

Lorem ipsum

الأ�د الثاني
بعد ا�نح
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الإنجیل

أيها الرب يسوع، نسألك النعمة، لكي على مثال تلميذَي يوحنا نتبعك إلى 
في  سيما  ولا  المقدّسة،  الأسرار  في  الإنجيل،  كلام  في  أنت،  حيث 
والمرضى  الجياع  الصغار،  إخوتك  وفي  المصلية،  الجماعة  في  القربان، 
لفكر،  وفكراً  لقلب،  وقلباً  لوجه،  وجهاً  بك  اللقاء  نعمة  هبنا  والفقراء. 
فنجد فيك الكنز الوحيد الذي يغنينا، وننقله إلى غيرنا بحماس وفرح، كما 

فعل أندراوس مع أخيه سمعان - بطرس،°���
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