
“Have you found Jesus?”
As lifeʼs journey takes me further down the road, I am grateful for 
having experienced much and learned much over the years. But I 
have to say, the best years of my life were those in which I had “found 
Jesus” and endeavoured to keep Him at the centre of my life. I can 
only imagine the trauma experienced by Mary and Joseph when 
they couldnʼt find Jesus and later discovered He was in the Temple 
– the place where He was earlier presented as a child. The same 
place where Simeon announced to Mary that “a sword shall pierce 
your own heart” and which now gave her a small foretaste of the 
inexplicable pain to come. 

To lose Jesus, or never to have found Jesus at all, must be the greatest 
loss in life. If I were to write all that Jesus is to me personally, there 
would not be enough pages in this newsletter to contain them. I can 
only summarise my answer with this simple response: Jesus is “my 
Lord and my God!” In the darkest moments of life when I couldnʼt 
find solutions to my problems, I found Jesus, the Light that led me 
out of that darkness. In the loneliest times when I felt abandoned and 
rejected, I found Jesus, my consolation and loving companion. When 
pain, sorrow, and fear consumed my days, I found Jesus, my strength, 
my fortress, my rock. There have been unspeakable situations in my 
life that were unbearable, had it not been for the prayers that united 
my heart to His Heart. 

Finding Jesus, and holding on to Him, is our priority in life. For me, 
He is the love that fills my heart with each new sunrise. He is the song 
I sing when words cannot express my love for Him. He is the gentle 
spirit that radiates through the expression of a smile, through the 
laughter of a child, through the joy of welcoming a newborn baby. He 
is the brightness of the moonlight amidst the twinkling of the stars. 

He is the sweetness of a friendly embrace and the gentleness of rest. 
He is everything.

When Jesus was presented in the Temple in obedience to the customs 
of the time, He taught us to be obedient to our Church and to Her 
Teachings. When He left the side of Mary and Joseph to preach in the 
Temple, He taught us to be obedient to God above all else. When we 
find Jesus in our hearts, we will see Him in others and that discovery 
cannot be hidden – our light must shine. May this new year of 2024 
enlighten our hearts with His infinite Love and Peace, so that we may 
become the salt of the earth and the light of the world.

Wishing all our families and friends
a most Blessed and Happy New Year

Salwa Elias

The Gospel o�en 
shows Jesus at prayer. 

We see Him draw apart to 
pray in solitude, even at night. 

He prays before the decisive 
moments of His mission of that of 
His apostles. In fact, all His life is 

a prayer because He is it in a 
constant communion of 

love with the FatherANSWER

When did 
Jesus pray

QUESTION

Finding of Our Lord
in the Temple

1Kg 3:5-7,9-12,14
Heb 7: 11-19
Lk 2: 41-52

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Harris Park
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THE GOSPEL
Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as 
usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a dayʼs journey. Then they started to look for him 
among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.  After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, 
why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were 
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Fatherʼs house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then 
he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour Lk 2: 41-52

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES
OLOL Co-Cathedral, Harris 
Park

8am (Arabic)
9:30am (English)
11am (Ar/Eng)
5pm (Ar/Eng)
7pm (English)
Live Streaming
Through Social Media

WEEKLY HOLY LITURGIES
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri
7am, 9am & 6pm
Wed 7am, 9am & 5:30pm(Ar)
          7pm (English Youth)
Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS
Before and during Saturday 
6pm and Sunday Masses or by 
appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS
Rosary:
Mon - Sat
8:30am (Arabic)| 7pm(English)
Divine Mercy followed by 
Rosary  Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour & Confessions
Thur 8 pm - 9 pm
24 Hour Adoration
Every first Friday of the month
from 9:30 a.m - Saturday 7:30 

Parish Office: 
 

9689 2899
Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday

 

9am - 4:30pm
Saturday
9am - 1pm

Fax: 9689 2068
Email: info@olol.org.au
Website: www.olol.org.au

PARISH CLERGY CONTACTS
Fr Youwakim Noujaim (Acting Dean): 
0406 060 445 
Fr Charbel Dib:  0410 759 795
Fr John-Paul Bassil:  0401 545 454

0433 507 389

Fr Yuhanna Azize:  0435 764 824
Fr Ron Hassarati:  0403 504 384 
Fr Joseph Maatouk:  0413 245 501
Dcn Ghassan Nakhoul:  0410 524 335
Dcn Sayed Isaac:  0422 886 062
CLERGY ON LEAVE           RETIRED CLERGY
Fr Tony Sarkis (Dean)    Fr Bernard Assi
Fr Pierre Khoury            Fr Paul Joubeir

          0414 447 883
0417 171 737

    

Fr Alain Fares:  
Fr Sam Wehbe:  
Fr Robert-Pio Al Bayeh:  

Safeguarding Officers:
Younan Friefer:  0400 080 000
Joanne Elias:  0427 503 008



Our dearest parishioners,
Wishing you all

a Happy New Year!

May 2024 be filled with 
blessings, good health

and happiness
From His Excellency Bishop Antoine 
Charbel Tarabay, all the clergy, sta�
and members of the various parish 

committees and groups

World Day of Peace
Mic 4: 1-4

Eph 2: 11-22
Jn 14: 27-31

Our Lady of Lebanon Co-cathedral - Harris Park

THE GOSPEL
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ʻI am going away, and I am coming to you.̓  If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told 
you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the 
ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world 
may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way Jn 14:27-31
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Message from the Bishop
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As we approach the end of this year and anticipate the arrival of 2024, 
we celebrate a significant day, January 1st, recognised as the World 
Day of Peace. Instituted by His Holiness Pope Paul VI in 1968, this day 
extends an invitation to individuals, communities, and nations to 
engage in reflection on the importance of peace. It serves as a call to 
action, urging us to commit to endeavours that contribute to the 
overall well-being of humanity.

This year, His Holiness Pope Francis, in his message for the 57th 
World Day of Peace, titled "Artificial Intelligence and Peace," 
addresses the intersection of technological progress, specifically 
artificial intelligence (AI), and examines the question of the progress 
of science and technology as a path to peace. Acknowledging their 
positive contributions to society, Pope Francis also emphasises the 
ethical challenges and potential risks associated with the rapid 
advancement of AI, urging us to tread carefully and responsibly. Here 
are some excerpts from the message of His Holiness:

“Human intelligence is an expression of the dignity with which we 
have been endowed by the Creator, who made us in his own image 
and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26), and enabled us to respond consciously 
and freely to his love. In a particular way, science and technology 
manifest this fundamentally relational quality of human intelligence; 
they are brilliant products of its creative potential.

… The remarkable advances in new information technologies, 
particularly in the digital sphere, thus offer exciting opportunities 
and grave risks, with serious implications for the pursuit of justice 

and harmony among peoples. Any number of urgent questions need 
to be asked. What will be the consequences, in the medium and long 
term, of these new digital technologies? And what impact will they 
have on individual lives and on societies, on international stability 
and peace?”

The Pope calls for a cross-disciplinary dialogue, ethical development 
of algorithms (algo-ethics), and the inclusion of diverse voices in 
decision-making processes. By reminding us that the measure of 
true humanity lies in how we treat the least among us, he 
concludes with a hopeful vision that AI development may contribute 
to human fraternity and world peace: “It is my prayer at the start of 
the New Year that the rapid development of forms of artificial 
intelligence will not increase cases of inequality and injustice all too 
present in todayʼs world, but will help put an end to wars and 
conflicts, and alleviate many forms of suffering that afflict our human 
family…”

May the World Day of Peace inspire each of us to contribute to the 
creation of a more just and peaceful world as we step into the days of 
the coming year filled with hope.

I wish you a safe, blessed, and Happy New Year! 
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

The full message is available on the Vatican website: https://www.vatican.va/



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 31 December:
Finding Jesus in the Temple - New Yearʼs Eve
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 7:00pm

Monday 1 January:
New Yearʼs Day – World Day of Peace
Mases 8:00am, 10:00am and 6:00pm

Friday 5 January:
Eve of Epiphany
Masses 7:00am and 9:00am
6:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with Rite of Blessing of 
Water
10:00pm Eve of Epiphany Mass with Rite of Blessing of 
Water

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/12/2023
                                                        Christmas 25 & 26 December 2023
Plates: $36,740   |  Donations: $0     |  Candles: $684
PARISH LOANS       MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS 
CYPC: $3,358,806        CYPC: $37,681  INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

UNITS: $1,100,315                 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS

Saturday 6 January:
Epiphany of Our Lord
Masses 7:30am, 9:00am and 6:00pm with Rite of 
Blessing of Water

Sunday 7 January:
1st Sunday after Epiphany
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm and 
7:00pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

Weekly Mass for people with autism and 
special needs

Our Lady of Lebanon parish is holding a 
special weekly Mass in English for people 

with autism and special needs.
Time: every Sunday, at 10.30 am.

Location: St Elias Chapel at the Maronite 
Sisters of the Holy Family School, Harris 
Park. Entrance from Gate 6, Weston St. 

Wheelchair access is available.
PS: The Mass is designed for people with 

autism. It should not exceed 35 minutes, with 
dim lights, without musical instruments or 

incense.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

To prepare for the Feast of the Epiphany,
the ladies of our parish will be making

Zlehbyi, awamaht and other traditional 
epiphany sweets to purchase.

On Friday 5 January 2024
from early morning until 4pm.

Please come and show your support!

Friday 5/1/24 
Eve of the Epiphany 

6pm & 10pm:
Mass with the Rite of Blessing

of the Epiphany Water

Glorious Epiphany Feast of

of Our Lord

Saturday 6/1/24
Feast of the Epiphany

7am, 9am & 6pm:
Mass with the Rite of Blessing

of the Epiphany Water

MASSES



PARISH CAMERA
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الأحد ٣١ كانون الأول:

أحد وجود الرب في الهيكل- ليلة عيد رأس السنة
القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً 

الإثنين ١ كانون الثاني:
عيد رأس السنة – يوم السلام العالمي
القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ١٠:٠٠ صباحاً و ٦:٠٠ مساءً

الجمعة ٥ كانون الثاني:
ليلة عيد الغطاس

القداسات ٧:٠٠ و ٩:٠٠ صباحاً
٦:٠٠ مساءً قداس ليلة عيد الغطاس مع رتبة تبريك المياه
١٠:٠٠ مساءً قداس ليلة عيد الغطاس مع رتبة تبريك المياه 

السبت ٦ كانون الثاني:
عيد الدنح (الغطاس):

القداسات ٧:٣٠، ٩:٠٠ صباحًا و٦:٠٠ مساءً مع رتبة تبريك المياه

الأحد ٧ كانون الثاني:
الأحد الأول بعد الدنح:

القداسات ٨:٠٠ ، ٩:٣٠ و ١١:٠٠ صباحاً ، ٥:٠٠ و٧:٠٠ مساءً
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خ�انة �سوع

الكنيسة  سلّمت  يوحنا،  يد  على  بمعموديتك  يسوع،  الربّ  أيّها 
حياتك  في  بواسطتها  وأشركتَنا  والماء،  القدس  بالروح  المعمودية 
إيّانا ولادة جديدة. لقد ألبستَنا ثوبك المسيحاني، على ما  الإلهيّة، مانحًا 
لبستُم  قد  بالمسيح،  اعتمدتُم  الذين  "أنتم  الرسول:  بولس  رنا  يذكِّ
النّمو بهذا الإنسان الجديد، فنتمكّن من إعلان  المسيح". إمنحنا نعمة 
فمعموديتك  وتصرّفاتنا.  وأفعالنا  اقوالنا  خلال  من  المسيحية  هويتنا 
مثل  لك  صادقة  شهادة  حياتُنا  ولتكن  دِنْحنا.  ودِنْحك  معموديتنا، 
للثالوث القدوس، الآب  شهادة يوحنا، ونشيد مجد وتسبيح وشكران 
وإلى  الآن  ين،  مسيحيِّ واعتلنّا  اعتمدنا  به  الذي  القدس،  والروح  والابن 

الأبد،����
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الإنجیل

نشكرُك يا طفلَ المغارة، الذي صارَ جسداً وحلّ بينَنا؛ نشكرُك يا مَنْ علّمتَنا 
الطفل  أيّها  مزودك  أمام  نصلي  والرحمة.  والمصالحَة  التواضعَ  بتجسّدِكَ، 
خاصةً  ووطنِنا،  رعيّتِنا  ابناءِ  كلَّ  ونذكرُ  وأبرشيّتِنا  كنيستِنا  لأجلِ  يسوع 
الملائكة،  مع  ونمجدُك  والمسجونين؛  واليتامى  والمتألمين  المحزونين 
يوسف  مع  بك  ونفرحُ  المجوس،  مع  لك  ونسجدُ  الرعاة،  مع  ونشكرُك 
والرجاءُ  السلام،  الارضِ  وعلى  العلى،  في  لله  المجدُ  جميعاً:  ونُنشدُ  ومريم، 

الصالح لبني البشر،����
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أبناء رعيتنا الأعزاء،
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نتمنى أن تكون سنة ٢٠٢٤ مليئة بالبركات و 
الصحة الجيدة و السعادة.

 من سيادة المطران أنطوان شربل-طربيه، 
جميع الإكليروس والموظفين وأعضاء لجان 

ومجموعات الرعية المختلفة. 



IN OUR PRAYERS
Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we Pray for: (A) All the departed 
souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bou Raidan (C) (D) Geogette Antonios Draybi, 
Linda and Boutros Draybi (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey, Hugette Elias, Chemouni & Tannous Elhesen, Hanneh & Souraya and Saydeh & 
Youssef & Bakhos and Joulia and all the deceased of Elhesen, Ishak and Draybi families (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline 
Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (I) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Baraban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair, Genvieve Khoury and the Departed 
Souls of the Khoury & Elzahoul families, Youssef Wadih Karam (L) (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert 
Bechara Moussa, Jabbour Zaydan Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all their deceased family & friends, George Rahme (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, 
Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z) Elias Zahra

Lorem ipsum

أ�د وجود الربّ 
�سوع في الهیكل
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الإنجیل

أجلنا  من  تجسّدك  على  نشكرك  الهيكل،  في  وجودك  أحد  في  ربّ،  يا 
ونتأمّلك معلّماً ورباً لهيكل حياتنا. هبنا أن نصغي إلى تعاليمك واجعل 
قلبنا هيكلاً لسكناك فيشعّ حضورك من خلالنا إلى العالم أجمع فيتمجّد 

بذلك اسم أبيك وروحك القدّوس إلى الأبد،����
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