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Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil
with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.” “Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us’ But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore,

for you know neither the day nor the hour Mt 25: 1-13

Month of

the Holy Rosary

"The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon.

Fifth Sunday after
the Glorious Cross
Song 5: 2-8

Use it with confidence and you'll be

amazed at the results."
St. Josemaria Escriva.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The parable of the ten virgins in the Gospel of Saint Matthew
(25:1-13) is indeed one of the most renowned yet mysterious
passages in the Bible. It serves as a profound call to action,
encouraging us to carry out righteous deeds that will kindle the
lamp of the Word of God within our lives.

In this parable, we encounter a congregation of believers, with
the number "10" symbolising the praying community. The lamps
represent the Word of God, as the Psalmist proclaims, "Your word
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (Ps 119:105).

This parable addresses us believers, who possess the Word of
God without exception. However, the critical distinction lies in the
quantity of oil added to our lamps, symbolising the abundance of
righteous deeds that illuminate the Word of God. This radiance
becomes crucial, especially since the bridegroom's arrival occurs
at the darkest hour.

As we delve into the parables of the Second Coming in this
Season of the Cross, we are called to join the ranks of the wise
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virgins, who diligently filled their lamps with unwavering faith,
standing ready to meet the bridegroom. We must strive not to
resemble those foolish virgins who fruitlessly sought oil from
merchants and found themselves bereft of joy and glory when
the long-awaited bridegroom arrived.

Today, we are all invited to partake in the joy reserved for those
who remain watchful for the bridegroom's arrival. This parable
serves as a poignant reminder as we enter this week that only
through a life dedicated to God, characterised by vigilance, good
deeds, and prayer, can we truly be prepared for the Resurrection
and embrace the Bridegroom in our lives.

As we contemplate the message of this Sunday's Gospel, let us
pause for a moment to offer our sincere prayers for all those
affected by war, conflict, and violence worldwide, particularly in
the Holy Land. Alongside all people of goodwill, | appeal for an
immediate cessation of war, the preservation of innocent lives,
and the safeguarding of homes and properties. Let us beseech a
return to peaceful dialogue and a resolution to this conflict.

Lord, may Your divine light illuminate even the darkest corners of
their lives, instilling hope and peace. We pray for understanding
and reconciliation, hoping for a world free from the scourge of

war. Amen.
+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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“Let nothing disturb you”

Over many years throughout my spiritual journey, | have sought
direction and formation from several sources. My Spiritual
Director always recommended that | read as much as possible
from the writings of the Saints. In doing so, there are many quotes
that resonate with me often, including the title of this article,
which comes from Saint Teresa of Avila. During these times of
global unrest and uncertainty, there isn’t much consolation apart
from our Catholic Faith and the Sacraments, with unceasing
prayer. That’s why this particular prayer of St. Teresa has always
been one of my favourites. | remember the basics of the prayer
and recite them whenever I'm afraid or anxious about anything:
“Let nothing disturb you... all things are passing... God alone
suffices.”

Jesus often warns us in scripture that we should be prepared, for
whatever is to come. A good example is when we’re going on a
holiday - we plan weeks in advance by making the necessary
bookings, packing the right amount of luggage (including our
“just in case” baggage) and letting friends and family know that
we’ll be away for a certain amount of time. This is part of our
preparations for a holiday that is limited, before returning to our
usual routines of work and/or study. But how do we prepare
ourselves for eternity? The best plan, or solution, is Confession,
Adoration, Rosary, and Eucharist (CARE) when it comes to
nourishing our soul daily. Prayer, of course, is our stronghold that
keeps us aware of the need for the Sacraments, thus providing us
with the interior peace which the world cannot give.

When I think about the lives of the saints, like our own St. Charbel,
I’m filled with awe and passion for the life of contemplation as the

words of scripture resound “work out your salvation in fear and
trembling”. The saints didn’t run away from reality, or from the
world. In fact, they were more part of the world than those who
were living in the world. God infuses knowledge into the souls of
His servants, that they may know why and for whom they are
praying and offering their penances. Here also is a prayer of St.
Teresa reminding us how to walk this journey of Faith: “Christ has
no body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours
are the eyes with which he looks compassionately on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the
hands, with which he blesses all the world”. If we live by the
standards of the saints, bringing Christ to our neighbour, then we
can be assured that nothing will ever disturb us.

God of Peace, have mercy on us.
Salwa Elias

QUESTION
Grace precedes,
prepares and elicits our
free response. It responds
to the deep yearning of
human freedom, calls for its
cooperation and leads
freedom toward its
perfection

What is the
relationship

between grace
and human
freedom?

ANSWER
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Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay invites all Maronite students
to help him design his 2023 Christmas Card.

Guidelines for Entry

1. Entries must reflect the spirit of Christmas.
Consider incorporating elements from the
Golden Jubilee of the Maronite Eparchy of
Australia.

2. Entrants must be Maronite or students
enrolled in a Maronite School.

3. Include the student's full name, school, year
level, and parent/guardian contact details
(email and phone number). ey
4. Multiple entries per student will be

accepted.

Competition closes
Friday 24 November

& a prayer book

Second Prize - $100 cash
& a prayer book

How to Enter
~ Post original artwork to:

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Christmas Card Competition

PO Box 385

STRATHFIELD NSW 2135

R m%ﬁ/

Winners announced

i Friday 8 December

Once submitted, artworks become the property of \
N,
4. Jjhe Maronite Eparchy of Australia M 3

OR scan and email:
High resolution JPEG or PDF to
jubileeemaronite.org.au
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Sunday 15 October:
5th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Adele Gerges Bayssarri
widow of the late Naim Hanna Raad from Hadchit
11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Boulos Youssef El Hallal
from Harat Al Khassat - Koura

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Maurice Elias Georges
and his late son Elias Maurice Georges from Karem Al
Mohr

Monday 16 October:

10:30am Funeral of the late Tony Mansour George from
Behwayta

6:00pm The Late Wardeh Gerges Assaf widow of the late
Michel Rizk from Mazraat El Toufah (died in Lebanon)

Wednesday 18 October:

7:00pm The late Hened Milad Nasr from Mazraat El Nahr
widow of the late Antonios Abi Saba from Fradis (died in
Lebanon)

Thursday 19 October:
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Friday 20 October:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Charbel Boutros Bakhos
from Sebhel

Saturday 21 October:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Elias Nabih Maroun
from Blouza

Sunday 22 October:
6th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

9:30am 40 Day Mass for the late Rose Elias wife of
Mtanios Farah from Karem Al Mohr

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Michel Said Azzi from
Haret Baassir

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Marcel Matta from
Arjes

PARISH WEEKLY COLLEC

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 08/10/2023
Plates: $15,522 | Donations: $100 | Candles: $1,407
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,387,126 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,111,248 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Last Sunday the Family Committee held a

brunch which was a great success with an amaz-

ing turn out. It was a pleasure to see so many

new and familiar families join us for a bite to eat

and a chat. A great opportunity to make connec-
tions and build our Parish Family.

\

2 " KIDS CORNER o

&<

We’re looking forward to the next function which
will be the Family Spiritual Day on the 26 Nov
2023.
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MARONITE COLLEGE OF THE HOLY FAMILY
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FRIDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2023

VO CAT HONNSIRCESSICE A 28N

B ETmR® L D . JeERE | 7:00PM
c@wzdc;/?ad THE RENAISSANCE GRAND BALLROOM
L 3 NEW STREET E, LIDCOMBE
P = 13 NOvEMBER SU&S $120PP OR $1000/TABLE OF 10
FOR MEN AND WOMEN > SCERNING T {EIR VOCATION
BENEDICT XV RETREAT CENTRE
COST:%350
REGISTER BY 1 NOVEMBER 2023

e movEmes TICKETS OR MORE INFORMATION
133 481 | fares elica@hotmail com (02) 9633 65600
MEDIA@MCHF.NSW.EDU.AU

C Sucrament Procession

of Rc_' mciliation End of Imonth of the
IReconciling with Goc Holy Rosary
Wednesday 18th Oct | 8| - Sunday 29 October 2023
Mass at 7pm
celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Antoine Charbel Tarabay,

Location: St MarouniEaary SN o x followed by procession at 8pm on
(first room to the left) church grou nds.

Who am | to Judge
Wednesday 25th Oct | 8pm
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f Mikhael Shah

from their fam|ly, Rizk Family (S) Ye

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those we P
departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for them (B) Milia Bo:
Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice & Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul &
& Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel M ) (K)

ban Georges Karam, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) (M) Yo

wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Moussa (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus an
Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad & Children K
Saba Family (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Tanna Family (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)




