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Jesus said, “if anyone says to you, ‘Look! Here is the Messiah!’ or ‘There he is!’ - do not believe it. For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and produce great signs and omens, to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Take note, | have told you
beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look! He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look! He is in the inner rooms, do
not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. “Immediately after the suffering of those days the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken. Then the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather

his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other Mt 24: 23-31

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Last Sunday, 24 September 2023, the prayers of thousands of
Maronites were offered to God with the confidence of faith in the
Father, with the strength which comes from hope in Christ, and
through the charity which is the hands of God in this world, as we
gathered at Ken Rosewall Arena, Sydney Olympic Park NSW.

This liturgy, a divine liturgy, a sacrificial liturgy, which we celebrated,
was also a liturgy of thanksgiving, offered in gratitude for the
establishment of the Maronite Eparchy in Australia fifty years ago, a
young shoot born from the grand and ancient cedar tree of the
Maronite Church in Lebanon. Long may the holy cedars of Lebanon
thrive, and may they put forth many more shoots for the years to
come.

United around our beloved Patriarch, His Beatitude and Eminence
Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, with the good purpose of praising
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we re-affirmed time and time again our
determination to continue our mission as the Maronite Church here
in this hospitable land of opportunity, freedom, and openness.

In the fast-paced, contemporary world characterised by the blending
of diverse cultures and nations, Lebanon, as St John-Paul II
prophetically said, is more than a country but indeed Lebanon is a
message of hope. This is a call to all the Lebanese individuals and
those of Lebanese heritage to embody this message, not only for
Australia but for the whole world. How wonderful to realise how we
are a message of hope to others.

I am very grateful to the Apostolic Nuncio, His Excellency Charles
Balvo, to the Archbishop of Sydney, Most Reverend Anthony Fisher,
and to all my brothers the Bishops who celebrated this Solemn Mass
with us, especially to the Maronite Bishops of the Expansion and to
the Superiors of the Maronite Religious Orders who made the
journey to be here with us in Australia.
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| offer my heartfelt gratitude to all the guests who joined us, religious
and civil, and our community members who booked tickets and
attended on the day.

My appreciation extends to the multitude of individuals who not only
contributed to, but also played an important role in ensuring the
success of the Mass and the entire visit of our Patriarch to our shores.
I acknowledge not only our dedicated clergy and religious sisters, but
also extend my thanks to our devoted lay community. From the
tireless efforts of our Eparchy staff, to the altar servers, the choir, the
volunteers, the altar designers, and the staff in our parishes: your
collective efforts have been truly remarkable.

Thank you all for your dedication, which have made this Divine
Liturgy and our Patriarch's visit so blessed. May God bless our
Eparchy that it may continue to grow and unite the Maronites
wherever they may be across this vast land of Oceania.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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“Destination: Heaven”

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if one could know for certain, without
a doubt, that their soul was “pre-destined” for eternity in
Heaven, no matter what happens along the way? Of course,
this is our desired destination, but we are all called to strive
toward this perfect union with the Divine by imitating Christ.
He has redeemed us from the power of death but the wise man
must seek his own salvation. Difficult, yes, but not impossible
when we take good “C.A.R.E.” of our souls with Confession,
Adoration, Rosary, and the Eucharist.

In this blessed month of the Holy Rosary, we are reminded of
the powerful intercessor we have in our Blessed Mother Mary -
the perfect imitation of Christ - and that we may call upon her
in our daily needs. Saint Louis de Montfort has always inspired
me with his devotion to the Mother of God and with his
guidance to Jesus through Mary - “Mary is my greatest
treasure. She is my All after Jesus. She is my honour, my
tenderness, and the storehouse of my virtues! | do everything
in and through her.” For those of us who have families of our
own, it’s easy to understand the readiness of a parent to help
their child at any cost, day or night. Love is our motivation -
God is Love. When we call upon Him through the prayers of our
Holy Rosary, or through the intercession of any of the Saints in
Heaven, we can be sure that God will provide. He may not
answer our prayers the way we expect, but He will answer in a
way that is best for us, for our greater good. What is our ‘greater
good’ but that of reaching our true destination. Mary, the
Virgin Mother, has shown us through her own example of
humility and abandonment to God’s Will, how our destiny may
be attained through the Cross of Redemption.

One of my favourite prayers is the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) or
“Canticle of Mary” wherein our Lady reminds us of our

‘lowliness’ before the greatness of the Lord, teaching us to
glorify God in everything we do. In this way, we are living her
example of Faith, Hope, and Charity, and thereby we are filled
with interior peace and joy that comes from God alone.
Nothing on this earth can satisfy the soul more than this. To
live in the world without becoming part of the world, without
giving in to secularism and materialism is the true path to
Heaven. Look at the simplicity of the saints also, e.g. the
“Little Flower” Saint Therese of Lisieux entrusted all her inner
thoughts and complaints to the Lord, receiving in return the
gifts of perseverance and humble abandonment to Divine
Providence. We are all called to be saints, and the Sacraments
provide us with those necessary graces. Let us never doubt
His Mercy, as we endure all trials and persevere in prayer.

Salwa Elias

That grace is the
gratuitous gift that God gives us
to make us participants in his
trinitarian life and able to act by his love.

Itis called habitual, sanctifying or deifying
grace because it sanctifies and divinizes us.

It is supernatural because it depends
entirely on God's gratuitous initiative and

surpasses the abilities of the intellect

and the powers of human beings. It

therefore escapes our
experience

QUESTION

What is the

grace that
justifies?

ANSWER

N UPCOMING EVENTS
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SUNDAY

After 5:30am Family Mass
in the CYPC Rec Room Ll | ‘{‘( 7

OCTOBER

The My sterices.

Presented by Fr Charbel.

Is it really the Body and
Blood of Christ?

Part One iﬁ
Wednesday 27th Sep | 8pm

Part Two
Wednesday 4th Oct | 8pm

Location: St Maroun Room = Ground Floor CYPC
(first room to the left)

Registrations for

® First Holy Communion for 2024

are now open online.

To register

Please visit our website:
www.olol.org.au/bookings/forms



Sunday 1 October:
3rd Sunday after the Glorious Cross - Feast of the Holy
Rosary

6:00am Holy Rosary

8:00am Sodality Mass

9:30am One Year Mass for the late Marie Nakhle Jabour
from Karem Saddeh

11:00am 40 Day Mass for the late Salwa Boulos Khoury
widow of the late Saadallah Chafic Younan from Wadi
Qannoubine

3:00pm Holy Rosary English / Arabic

5:00pm One Year Mass for the late Antoinette Chamel
Antonios from Mazraat Al Teffah

Monday 2 October:
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late George Jack Azzi from
Jieh

Tuesday 3 October:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Elias Saiid Zaiter from
Bane

Wednesday 4 October:

5:30pm One Year Mass for the late Antoine Youssef
Chaikha Doueihy from Ehden Zgharta

7:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late George Hanna Mansour
Elias Coorey from Kfarsghab

Thursday 5 October:
10:30am Seniors Mass followed by lunch

Friday 6 October:

6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Marie Arida from
Bkerkacha widow of the late Mikhael Lichaa Saba from
Bazoun

Saturday 7 October:
6:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Michael Antonios Mema
Salim Moussa from Kfarsghab

Sunday 8 October:
4th Sunday after the Glorious Cross

11:00am Mass for all living and departed of Haref
Miziara, Miziara, Hmeiss and Sakhra for the Feast of Sts
Sarkis and Bakhos

5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Raymond Tarraf Hadi
from Hadchit

PARISH WEE

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 24/09/2023
Plates: $3,882 | Donations: S0 | Candles: $1,272
PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
CYPC: $3,400,833 CYPC: $37,681 INTEREST +PRINCIPAL
UNITS: $1,116,546 UNITS: $12,503 INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

Last Sunday marked a historic day in the life of the
Maronite Church in Australia. A remarkable gathering of
over 7000 Maronites congregated at Homebush, coming
together under the guidance of His Eminence Patriarch Mar
Bechara Boutros Rai and His Excellency Bishop
Antoine-Charbel Tarabay, to commemorate the 50th Golden
Jubilee of the Maronite Eparchy of Australia.

The Divine Liturgy held on this occasion was extraordinarily

profound, suffused with a palpable presence of the Holy

Spirit that permeated the entire venue. The meticulous

organisation of the event was nothing short of exceptional,

and heartfelt gratitude is extended to all the organisers who
contributed to its success.

As a united community, we joined in prayer, beseeching

divine blessings for all Maronites in Australia, across the

world, and, in particular, our beloved Lebanon. This

momentous gathering served as a testament to the

enduring faith and unity of the Maronite community in

Australia, reaffirming its unwavering commitment to its
spiritual heritage.
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The MYO are having their first ever
Youth Night Markets!! It’ll be a night full of fun, food, music and dancing!
If you or anyone you know has a business, please consider assisting us through
sponsoring our new and upcoming Youth event on October 28th!

All proceeds will be used to support our youth in flourishing and the various
sponsorship packages provide a range of advertising opportunities for your
business.

For enquiries and further details, please private message @olol_youth on
Instagram or email myoexec@olol.org.au
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SUNDAY 2B NOV 23

FLAME

RUNS EVERY
SATURDAY 4-6 PM
in the Youth Centre

coMEALIVE

YEAR 10 TO 12

RUNS FORTNIGHTLY
WEDNESDAY 7-9 PM

in the Seniors Room

Jam - 4pm
sept s Centre Baulkham Hills

@ RACHEL 0477 27 60 77

OLOLMARONITEFLAMES

Tl f.gc;._r:’ ister contact Rita 0412 476 3
rer‘:'l%il familvcommittee@o lior@.au =
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Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially th
for: (A) All the departed souls, All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for t|

Bou Raidan (C) (D) (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family, Matthew Essey, Lamia El-Khouri (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George
& Martha Jamil Haddad, Paul & Madeline Haddad & Son Joseph & daughter Colleen George (1) (J) Jamil Kamel Mtanios Jabbour (K) Barak
Karam, Genevieve Khoury & the departed souls of the Khoury & El-Zahoul families, Sarkis Chucri Khoudair (L) Jamal Milad Lichaa, All t!
of Llchaa Family (M) Youssef Maroon & his wife Ghsoun, Therese Melhem, Betty Merhi, Bechara Boutrous Moussa, Robert Bechara Mous:
Maroun & His son George Maroun (N) All the deceased of Nehme Family (0) (P) (Q) (R) Jamil & Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from
All the deceased of Roumanos Family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih Nassim Saad
Kevin & Emile Saad, All the living & departed of the family of Lina Saba Saba, George Shammas, Rahib Saad & his wife Jawhara, Nabi
Children Chawki & Emile (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna, Emile Youssef Mahfoud Taouk, Mtanious Semsem Taouk (U) (V) (W) (X)




