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Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter,
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the
one who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go,

proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Mt 10: 1-7

Month of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus

Jesus, meek and humble of
heart, touch our hearts
and make them like your own

Message from the Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On this 5th Sunday of Pentecost, our Maronite liturgy

guides us to reflect on the Gospel according to St

Matthew about the call of Jesus to His disciples (Matt 10:1-7). This
Gospel emphasises the significance of our personal encounter with the
Lord and our response to His invitation.

We witness Jesus summoning the twelve apostles, ordinary men
whom He chose with meticulous care. They were not without their
flaws and struggles, often wrestling with understanding Jesus'
teachings. Nevertheless, Jesus placed great trust in them,
empowering them with divine authority and sending them forth as
messengers of the Kingdom.

This Gospel also highlights the personal nature of Jesus' call,
reminding us that He knows us individually by name. Just as He called
Peter, James, Andrew, and John, He calls each one of us. Through our
baptism, His personal call to us becomes even clearer, affirming His
love for us and His desire for us to follow Him.

Jesus' call to His disciples extends beyond mere discipleship. He sends
them on a mission, entrusting them with the proclamation of the
Kingdom. They are not merely to listen and observe, but to actively
participate in God's work. This call to mission is not confined to the

Fifth Sunday
of Pentecost

Exodus 1: 1-7
Phil 3: 7-14
Mt 10: 1-7

apostles alone; it extends to each one of us, regardless of our
limitations or past failures. Jesus invites us to join Him in His mission,
to proclaim the Good News of salvation.

As we reflect on these profound truths, we are reminded that the Lord
grants us the strength and grace to fulfil our mission. He does not
expect us to rely on our own wisdom or eloquence; rather, He calls us
to transmit His Word and His love, with peace and charity. The Word of
God is spoken, and individuals are free to accept or reject it. God seeks
hearts that are free, hearts that willingly embrace His love.

Just as Jesus sent His apostles to the Jews, we are called to proclaim
God's love within our own families and communities. Let us not be
consumed by the desire to evangelise others while neglecting those
right beside us. May this be a wake-up call for us to pay attention to
those around us and share the message of God's love with them.

This week, let us express our gratitude to the Lord for His confidence in
us, despite our imperfections. He calls us by name and invites us to
join Him in His mission. May we respond with open hearts and willing
spirits, surrendering ourselves to His will. Let us commit ourselves to
live proudly as Catholics, joyfully sharing our faith with others.

May the Lord bless us abundantly and grant us the grace to listen
attentively to His call. May our lives bear witness to His love and may
His kingdom be proclaimed through our words and actions.

I wish you all a blessed and fruitful week.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
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"Go to the lost sheep”

There are many ways of describing what it means to be “lost”.
Whether we speak of being physically lost, spiritually lost, or
emotionally lost, the common factor is the lack of direction. If | were
counted among “the lost sheep” | certainly would have been so
relieved to see my shepherd searching for me in the darkness of my
soul, alone and afraid. This is how it feels to have no direction in one’s
life, seeking answers, but not knowing where to look...hoping to be
found and saved from the emptiness, unable to get out of that pit of
despair. Being “lost” comes in many forms: depression, addiction, or
simply not having faith in God. What is the solution to being lost? Ask

generous soul is one that has received the greatest mercy - to be
forgiven, to be loved, to be understood...saving the lost soul is as
easy as showing all of these attributes of mercy to those who cannot
find their way. Another sure way of helping the lost, is to direct their
path toward faith formation. This topic is very dear to my heart,
being a teacher of the faith in several roles within the Catholic
Church. In fact, our Maronite Eparchy is inviting all to enroll in a free
20-week course of Faith Formation to begin on the Feast of Saints
Peter and Paul, 29th June, at OLOL. Please pass on this information
to family and friends, and especially to anyone who may be curious

for directions - do not be ashamed to seek help. about our Catholic Faith. This is one way of going out to the lost

sheep as Christ has requested. Pray, fast, and do penance for a lost

We may sometimes question why Jesus would want us to focus on soul to find their way today.

those who stray and choose to not follow His ways. It may leave many
of us questioning and rationalizing the logic in searching for those
who seem to have no desire to be found. And yet, this is exactly what
Jesus asks of us in our call to evangelisation. This doesn’t necessarily
mean standing on a stage, preaching, or shouting scriptural quotes in
the streets - although that would be amazing! Going out to the “lost
sheep” is as simple as taking Christ with us, everywhere we go. Being
Christ-like in charitable words and deeds, is more magnetic and
encouraging to a lost soul than a thousand speeches. After all, as
human beings we all need to feel loved and to know that we ‘belong’
to a family or a community, and not feel isolated or abandoned or
rejected.

Salwa Elias

QUESTION

The term
"prophets" mean those
who were inspired by the
Holy Spirit to speak in the name
of God. The Spirit brings the
prophecies of the Old Testament
to their complete fulfillment in
Christ whose mystery he
reveals in the New
Testament

What does it
mean that the
Spirit "has

spoken throug

h
the prophets" 2,

Nobody wants to remain lost, but to admit that one is lost and needs
directions, is even more difficult than being lost at all. The most

ANSWER

UPCOMING EVENTS

MaroniteCare is presenting three seminars

on the topic of The Trouble with Electronic

Media. We shall examine the problems

associated with electronic media and how

to deal with them, especially with addiction.

The seminars are for those of or over the age
of 18 years, only.

It will be taken by Fr Yuhanna Azize with the
assistance of some volunteers, in the
Chancery Board Room, level 2, OLOL
Community Centre, between 7:00 and
8:00pm on Monday 26 June and 3 July.

MaroniteCare also seeks volunteers to assist
with the experiment of an “accessible
church,” suitable for people such as those
on the autism spectrum who would prefer
to attend a specially constituted liturgy.

Please direct enquiries to
Fr Yuhanna on 0435 764 824 between
9:00am and 9:00pm.



PARISH NOTICE BOARD

Sunday 25 June: Sunday 2 July:
5th Sunday of Pentecost 6th Sunday of Pentrcost

11:00am One Year Mass for the late Albert Youssef 8:00am Sodality Mass o _
Kandalaft from Zgharta 5:00pm 40 Day Mass for the late Cecilia Kaissar widow

5:00pm Mass for the Feast of the Blessed Yaacoub of the late Zeidan Awtel Moussa from Kfarsghab

Kabbouchi

PARISH WEEKLY COLLECTION & LOANS REPAYMENTS
Thursday 29 June:

Saints Peter and Paul and Rite of Blessing of the Water
6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Marie Abi Chmouni WEEKLY COLLECTIONS For week ending: 18/06/2023

from Haref Miziara wife of Youssef Mikhael Khoury from Plates: $13,860| Donations: $0| Candles: $1,795

Miziara PARISH LOANS MONTHLY LOAN REPAYMENTS
saturday 1 July: CYPC: $3,442,284 CYPC: $36,726 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL

6:00pm One Year Mass for the late Assad Said Sarkis from UNITS: $1,132,312 UNITS: $12,201 POST-COVID INTEREST + PRINCIPAL
Sir Al Donieh

WHAT HAPPENED
IN YOUR PARISH .

What’s happening in your parish? Well, it only takes a few small steps
into our doors (& social media pages) to find out!

Last Saturday On Tuesday

Fersen Al Adra leaders of OLOL
went on their spiritual retreat with
their assistance chaplain Sr Rita to

the Franciscan shrine of the Holy

Innocents. Words cannot describe ‘

the spiritual and blessed day we
had together

The FDW came together with Sister
Juliette for their weekly talk. They
explored further on the topic of
“The Cross of goodness”. Join us
next week to listen to the word of
God

Last Sunday

The OLOL family committee organised a Women’s
Retreat Day titled “Be transformed: the power of
knowing and following Christ”. In the morning, the
program consisted of two talks, a group discussion and
time spent alone with a guided meditation. After lunch,
there was a discussion on transformation in Christ and
on friendship. The day concluded with Adoration,
Confession and Mass which was led by our chaplain Fr
Alain Fares. Many thanks to each person who attended,
we offer gratitude to God for all His graces.

After 7Tpm Mass the youth hosted a kaak and coffee
night. It was great to eat up a freshly cooked kaak and
warm coffee on a cold night!

Keep up to date with all spiritual and social initiatives of your parish by
checking our social media platforms, keeping your ears peeled to the latest
parish announcements and being subscribed to our newsletter.
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AW AUSTRALIA
THE MARONITE EPARCHY OF AUSTRALIA

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR

GOLDEN JUBILEE
SOLEMN MASS

SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 11 AM
KEN ROSEWALL ARENA

Sydney Olympic Park NSW
celebrated by

HIS BEATITUDE AND EMINENCE

MAR BECHARA BOUTROS CARDINAL RAI
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East

FOR LATEST DETAILS, PLEASE FOLLOW US ON:

€@ Maronite Eparchy of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania
© maronite_eparchy_australia

NDASCO NSW 5 Bank of Sydney

CREATING WITH CARE SINCE 1993 GOVERNMENT




GOLDEN JUBILEE MASS TICKETS NOW OPEN

Let’s fill Ken Rosewall Arena (Homebush) on Sunday 24 September at 11am for the Golden Jubilee Mass of the Maronite Eparchy
of Australia.

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to be a part of a historic event: 10,000 people coming together as one to participate in a
Maronite Divine Liturgy, celebrated by His Eminence and Beatitude Mar Bechara Boutros Cardinal Rai, Maronite Patriarch of Antioch
and All the East, along with Bishops and Superiors of Religious Orders from Lebanon and all over the world.

So let us fill the stadium, invite you families, friends, neighbours, work colleagues; we can so much to be grateful for, and in
particular, the guiding presence of the Lord throughout these years of the Maronite presence in Australia.

Thanks to the generous support of the Golden Jubilee event partners, this is a free event but booking via Ticketmaster is essential to
ensure everyone who wants to be there has a seat.

HOW TO BOOK TICKETS

1. To access and book ticket, click the link below: https://www.ticketmaster.com.au/event/25005EA8C4A11402 or scan the QR
Code on the poster below, or search the word ‘maronite’ on the Ticketmaster website.

2. Select the tickets you want on the interactive stadium map

3 There is a ticket limit of 20 per account. Please only reserve tickets that you need and if you are sure you will attend.

4. All seats are good seats; plus large screens will be in use.

5 Follow The Maronite Eparchy of Australia on Facebook and on Instagram to keep up to date on news.

If you need assistance booking your tickets, please contact [Parish Office on 02 9689 2899].
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Q PARISH CAMERA

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Mercy Health, the operators of the
brand-new aged care home at Harris Park is
pleased to provide an update on the
progress of construction and the anticipated
opening of Our Lady Mercy Place Harris
Park.

In pride of place adjoining our wonderful
Our Lady of Lebanon Co-Cathedral, this new
home will offer beautiful accommodation
right in the heart of our community.

Mercy Health is currently working towards
holding open days and tours in July and at
this stage are anticipating welcoming the
first residents to live at Our Lady Mercy
Place Harris Park in August 2023.

Both local and global events had resulted in
supply chain disruptions, some of which
delaying the building of the new home to
opening slightly later than expected.

For those members of the community who
are seeking further details relating to the
home, Mercy Health can be contacted on

(02) 6022 5800 or via email
OLMPHarrisPark@mercy.com.au.

Mercy Health looks forward to bringing their
healthy ageing approach to the local Harris
Park community and honouring the local
Maronite Catholic community’s vision to
deliver better living for people as they age.
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‘ Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for all eternity especially those
we Pray or: (A) All the departed souls All the lost souls, All the faithful departed, All the souls in Purgatory, All souls who have no one to pray for
them (B) Sharban (Shirley) Boutros (C (E) Tanious Elias Kazzi & the deceased of his family (F) (G) Helen George, Majid George (H) Maurice &
Martha Jam|l Haddad ZJ Jamil Kamel Mtamos Jabbour (K) Genevieve Khoury & Departed souls of Khoury & El-Zahoul families (L) (M) Youssef
Maroon & his wife Ghsoun Therese Melhem, Josephine Antoine Makdissi (N) (O) (P) (Q) (R) Raymond & Atour and their son Joe Romanos, Jamil &
Labibi Roumanus and all the deceased from their family (S) Youssef Mikhael Shaheen, Boutros & Therese Sassine and their son Kenny, Nabih

Nassim Saad & Children Kevin & Emile Saad, Najidi Eid Semaan (T) Therese Tanna, Bernadette Tanna (U) (V) (W) (X) (Y) (Z)



