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THE GOSPEL

Jesus said, “See, | am sending you out like
sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise
as serpents and innocent as doves.
Beware of them, for they will hand you over
to councils and flog you in their synagogues;
and you will be dragged before governors
and kings because of me, as a testimony to
them and the Gentiles.
When they hand you over, do not worry
about how you are to speak or what you are
to say; for what you are to say will be given
to you at that time; for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking
through you.
Brother will betray brother to death, and a
father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death; and
you will be hated by all because of my
name. But the one who endures to the end
will be saved. When they persecute you in
one town, flee to the next; for truly | tell
you, you will not have gone through all the
towns of Israel before the Son of Man
comes. “A disciple is not above the teacher,
nor a slave above the master; it is enough
for the disciple to be like the teacher, and
the slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his
household?

Mt 10:16-25

Adult Volunteers Needed
for Sunday Children’s Liturgy
during the 11am Mass
from 10.30am -11.30am. If you can help in
this important ministry, please call Mons
Shora on 0418 969 844
and leave your name and details.

Want to receive the Newsletter by email,
subscribe online at
www.olol.org.au\newsletter
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Next Sunday’s Readings

Feast of St Charbel
Rom 8: 28-39
Mt 13: 36-43

|
QUOTE OF THE
WEEK

“Tt is to the
Cross that the
Christian is
challenged to
follow his
Master”

Hans Urs von Balthasar

www.olol.org.au
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For even as the body is one and yet has
many members, and all the members of the
body, thou%h they are many, are one body,
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
Now vyou are Christ’s ody, and
individually members of it. And God has
appointed in the church, first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, various kinds of tongues.
All are not apostles, are they? All are not
prophets, are they? All are not teachers,
are they? All are not workers of miracles,
are they? All do not have gifts of healings,
do they? All do not speak with ton§ues, do
they? All do not interpret, do they:

1Cor 12:12-27,13-30

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

- Dear Lord, |
[ :
- Two thousand years ago, You sent out Your |
- disciples “like sheep in the midst of wolves.” :
| Today You continue to send us, Your sheep, .
“in the midst of wolves. The wolves of today |
| vary from the wolves of Your time but they

i continue to be wolves, more ferocious than

: ever. The wolves of addiction and despair, |
! the wolves of hatred and war, the wolves of :
| poverty, loneliness and illness. |
- Without You we are weak and fearful, but

| when we walk with You, we find strength in

- Your love. I
- Help us Lord, to always walk with You so that ;
| we can resist all the obstacles that lead us to .
:your Heavenly Kingdom. You are our love I
! and our joy....You are everything. :

SUNDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
OLOL Church - Harris Pk 8am (Arabic), 9:30am (English Family), 11am (Ar/Eng), 5pm (Ar/Eng), 7pm (English Youth)
Mass Centres 11am St. Joseph the Worker, Auburn (Ar/Eng) / 6pm St Patrick’s, Guildford (Ar/Eng)

WEEKDAY HOLY LITURGIES (Masses)
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7am, 8.45am & 6pm. Wed 7am, 8.45am & 5:30pm; 7pm (English Youth) Sat 7:30am & 6pm (Ar/Eng)

CONFESSIONS

Before and during Saturday 6pm and Sunday Masses or by appointment on weekdays

WEEKDAY DEVOTIONS

Rosary / Divine Mercy: Mon, Tues 8pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thurs 7:30pm Sun 6:30pm Fri 7:30pm
Adoration Hour: Thursdays 8om —9pm 24 Hour Adoration: First Friday of every month from 9:30am - Sat 7:30am

Parish Contact Numbers: Office: 9689 2899 Fax: 9689 2068. Email: info@olol.org.au Msgr Shora Maree P.P. 0418 969 844. A.P.s Fr Pierre 0411 735 258.
Fr Tony 0433 211 248. Fr Raphael 0401 627 777. Fr Sam, Fr Antoun 9689 2899. Fr Paul 0414 900 016. Fr Bernard 0411 811 807. Fr Claude 0422 819 277.




Light from the Word Harmony in Diversity
Today’s Reading is Paul’s famous analogy. We are many
. and different, yet we are one, just like the body has
many parts but all work together as one body. Paul’s
teaching on the one Body in Christ is found in both 1 Cor
12 and in Rom 12.
Unity in diversity. Today it is no longer about either / or.
Nor is it about this / that. Post modernity emphasises
both this and that. Opposites can work together, differ-
ences do attract, and multiculturalism is beneficial. Divi-
sional lines are out and eradication of borders is in. It
took 2000 years after Paul’s writings for us to understand.
Yes we are all different but necessarily so. We each have our own gifts to bring
and it is only together that we can successfully contribute to God’s Kingdom. No
one is better than another. We are all equal. As Paul writes, ‘Are all apostles? Are
all prophets? Are all teachers?’'v29.
We each have a particular vocation in life. Our calling is to fulfil our role, find our
place, and contribute further to the world. More so, our calling is to know and
appreciate the contribution of others and realise that together we best reflect
Christ. So we end off with Paul’s words, ‘For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
in Christ. For in the one Spirit, we are all baptised into one body’ v12-13. Amen
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SAINT OF WEEK
Saint Mawrinav
17TH JULY

Sr Margaret Ghosn mshf
)
Shepherd's Corner gy ary

...Radiating the Joy of the Gospel

Dear Parishioners,

Feast Week 2014 Theme:We are only a month out from our Parish Feast Week of
the Assumption of Our Lady, the Blessed Virgin Mary. At our Volunteers and Pastoral
Council Meeting on Tuesday night which was very well attended Fr Tony announced
to all the Coordinators and volunteers the Theme for Feast Week proposed by the
Spiritual/Liturgy Sub-Committee namely, “Mary....Radiating the Joy of the Gospel.”
Fr Tony explained that the Sub Committee derived the theme from Pope Francis’
Apostolic Exhortation - The Joy of the Gospel.

The proposed theme was well received and it was agreed it’s meaning will be the
foundation for all we do in preparing and celebrating Feast Week 2014. The theme
calls us, like Mary, to make Christ our Lord and the Gospel the centre of our lives so
that from all we do, like Mary, we can let the Joy of the Gospel radiate and lift us
always to touch others and lead them to Christ and share in his mission.

As well the theme will be incorporated in all the celebrations and put on the Pro-
gram and website.

All the events of Feast Week are to strengthen our faith in the Joy of the Gospel and
build up a joy-filled community and help us raise funds to support the Mission of the
Parish and the building projects, including a new and first Permanent Presbytery
(residence) for the Priests serving the Parish.

How to help and participate: If you wish to
share in radlatmg the Joy of the Gospel in Feast

& strengthened by the prayers of Mary our
Mother, you can:

1. Plan and Commit to Prayerfully and Joyfully
attend all the Celebratlons of Feast Week with your family;

2. You can offer your time and energy to volunteer to help set up different Faith and
Community events especially with the Saj Bread Baking and BBQ. The success of the
festivities of Feast week relies heavily upon the generous support of hardworking
volunteers who will be needed on the following days and times.

Wed 13th Aug 9am -5pm, Thurs 14th Aug 8am -11pm (Hrissi and Feast Night)

Sat 16th Aug 9am -11pm, Sun 17th Aug 7am-4pm, Mon 18th Aug 7am-4pm, (Saj
Baking and setup)

Fri 22nd Aug 8am-5pm, Sat 23rd Aug 9am-12am (BBQ set-up, Rides and General
Volunteer Work)

Sun 24th August 8am-3pm. (Family Day BBQ & Rides, Volunteer Work)

If you can plan to be available over any of these days and hours, please call our Vol-
unteers Coordinator Anthony Yacoub 0405 717 163 to register your help.

3. With Your Work organisation or Company you can be a Gold, Silver or Bronze
Sponsor. You can see the Parish Website or contact me re further details.

4. Support the fundraising through purchasing raffle tickets and making donations in
the weeks ahead.

May the Joy of the Gospel, through the Prayers of our Blessed Mother, radiate
through all of us this Feast Week and always. Mons Shora Maree EV

ther was a pious man.
PN Her mother died while
4 Marina was very young.

i This has made her father
renounce the world and
leave for the Monastery
of Qannoubine in the
Holy Valley; accompany-
ing him was his daughter,
whom he dressed like a
man. Both father and daughter entered
into monkshood without revealing the
identity of the daughter to the monks. As a
monk she was known by the name Marin-
0s.

Although young, Marina occupied herself
with the practice of monastic virtues with
utmost spirit and minuteness. One day she
was sent to a neighbouring town on a mis-
sion for the Monastery. She was obliged to
spend the night at the house of a friend of
the monks named Paphnotius.

Paphnotius had a young girl who had fallen
into adultery and was found pregnant. Up-
on finding out, her father was enraged and
demanded the name of the perpetrator.
His daughter told him that Marinos the
Monk (who was actually Marina in dis-
guise) had raped her the night he spent in
their house. Her father went straight to the
Monastery and told the Superior, who was
surprised for he knew that Marinos is a
pious and pure man. The Superior called
Marinos and scolded him, but Marinos said
nothing to defend himself. Consequently,
the Superior was very perplexed and con-
sidered Marinos’ silence to be an admis-
sion of guilt. He then sentenced Marinos to
dismissal and to be thrown outside the
Monastery. Marinos resigned himself to
the will of God and stayed at the door of
the Monastery praying and crying, living of
the leftovers of the monks’ food.

When the daughter delivered, the grandfa-
ther brought the child, a boy, to the Mon-
astery and threw him to Marinos saying:
take and raise your son.

Marinos took the boy and raised him for
four years. Marinos carried the shame of
this hideous accusation without any com-
plaints. However, the Superior had com-
passion for him and let him enter the Mon-
astery under very strict conditions. Marinos
accepted while shedding the tears of re-
pentance.

Marinos persevered in his ascetic work
until the hour of his death when the fea-
tures of his face glowed with a heavenly
light. He asked forgiveness from all and he
forgave all those who sinned against him.
He then gave up his spirit. The Superior
then ordered that his body be prepared for
burial outside the Monastery.

It was a great moment of astonishment
when the monks found that Marinos was a
woman and not a man. The Superior and
the monks fell on their knees before the
pure cadaver, asking God and the soul of
the holy saint forgiveness. As for the father
of the sinful daughter, he was ashamed
and came to make his statement before
everyone. As for the daughter, she spent
her life crying and repenting at the tomb of
the saint.

The sanctity of Marina spread all over Leb-
anon, people from all its regions came to
the Monastery of Qannoubine to be
blessed by her body. Her tomb became a
source of cures and graces."
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“A happy man (person) needs friends” said the great philosopher Aristotle, in his
best known work on ethics the “Nicomachean Ethics’. In describing human friend-
ships, Aristotle speaks of three kinds. The first is friendship based on utility,
where both people derive some benefit from each other. The second is friendship
based on pleasure, where both people are drawn to the other’s wit, good looks,
or other pleasant qualities. The third is friendship based on goodness, where both
people admire the other’s goodness and help one another strive for goodness.

After reading this recently, | was left to reflect on friendships in general. | am not saying that this Pre-Christian theory
is exhaustive but it suffices. I'd like to believe that | have many friends on ‘Facebook’ , some face-to-face, and not so
many ‘followers’ on twitter; most of whom if | had to use Aristotle’s criteria fall in the first two categories (pleasure or
utility).

But there is more. What about family friends? Our Lebanese culture has strong extended family ties with many
friends. | remember so many families visiting us so many times at home and in such a short space of time, they
literally sleep over daily but then they disappear. Has this not happened with your family? You have friends who you
visit so frequently and they do the same and suddenly you stop seeing them. And when you ask your parents as to
what happened there seems to be the usual “l don’t know what we did wrong, but they don’t come over as much
anymore”. And we move on to a new family and the cycle repeats itself.

Even on a personal level, how many people come in and out of our lives so quickly? How many we see daily for a
short period? How many we become close friends with and suddenly they disappear? They may maybe school
friends, work or family friends, boy or girl friend, church friends?

How is it that this happens so repetitively? How is it that the ones to whom n some cases we make a promise of a
friendship that will last forever, end up in a month or year, fading away like a waves in the ocean? What happened to
those promises and those great moments?

| guess some will say correctly that this is part of life and that as social beings, this is a normal phenomenon. It may
be so, but | cannot help but feel sad. | struggle with this. Don’t we all? Those whom we shared so much with and
were part of our lives are no longer? They don’t want to be anymore.

This reminds me of a Lebanese song called ‘Ma32oul’ (Is it possible?). In the lyrics, the writer asks: “Is it possible that |
forget you and that you forget me forever? Is it possible that we will no longer be friends and that we will walk-by like
strangers?” (translation is mine)

| guess it is possible. In a world where everyone we meet we call a friend, we must all LEARN 2 DISCERN those
friendships. Which ones are based on “utility”, “pleasure” and “goodness”? We must DISCERN and LEARN to share
our treasures with those “good” friends? Dare, | say, how many of us have even shared secrets with friends that
betrayed us or even “friends” who were “fake” online friends. How many of us were broken and betrayed by friends
who promised the world and delivered nothing?

In spite of all this. We are “sowers of hope”. We believe in a God that became Human to be our Friend? A God who in
the Hossaya during Mass, we call Him “The Good One”. Let our lives be centred on this divine Good Friend who is
always ready to be our Friend and has called us “His Friends” (Jn 15:15). Let all our friendships emanate from our
relationship with him. Let us not be afraid to enter into good healthy friendships and allow ourselves to be found by
those “good” friends, whom we are willing to lay down our lives for, just as our divine “Friend” did for us. (Jn 15:13).
@Nehmekhattar

Excerpty fromthe Third Encyclical Letter of Patriarch Rai, Bkerke, March 2014

The Maronite Liturgy, Source of our Identity and Mission

In His first public appearance after His Baptism in the Jordan, and His forty days of fasting in
the desert, Jesus entered one Saturday into the synagogue in Nazareth and revealed His iden-
tity and mission through Isaiah’s prophecy, fulfilled in Him: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me (the identity) to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go
free” (the mission) (refer to Luke 4:16-18). With these two, the identity and the mission, the
# Lord made us partners through the sacraments of Baptism and the Chrismation.
The fundamental knowledge in life is for the human person or the community to know their
identity, following the Greek philosophical rule voiced by Socrates: “Know yourself.” In Caesa-
rea Philippi, Jesus said to His disciples: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is? ...But who
do you say that | am?” (Matthew 16:13 & 15)
The Liturgy is a well organized ritual through which Christians render an act of worship to God,
who continues, in His Church and with her and through her, His work of redemption in us,
which Christ the Redeemer had accomplished. The Christian community, under the leadership
of the bishop or the priest, undertakes this divine service for its spiritual benefit in its three
constituents: celebrating this act of worship to God, proclaiming the Gospel of Salvation and
the embodiment of Charity by helping the needy.

To be continued..............
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- Parish Camera & Media Page

#=  Seniors from the Parish A
coming together for Lunch Yeaf (I:iStucll‘y day
and activites. If you have Hs"C‘ el dg:g A h
older parents or Volunteer tutors,

lease bring tHoipating 1
hem along. special Mass for them
(See Seniors section on Eelebxated by Mons
opposite page) Shora, during their
study day on Tuesday.
All who attended
expressed their
appreciation to the
organisers and
teachers involved.
Please keep 2014 HSC
students_in your
prayers as the &)re are
for Trials and HSC.

grandparents, |:

i Volunteers & Pastoral
Council Meeting on
Tuesday night. The
theme for this year is
“Mary...radiating the
Joy of the Gospel” (see
Shepherds Corner for
the more information)

T Rt es ) Pledge Forms for your monthly Tax Deductible donation
are available at the Church Doors. Fill in and return to one ** ™=
of the Priests, Committee Members or the Parish Office.
For Inquiries contact Lisa 96892899.
Pledge Envelopes available for in the Gift shop

$5 a week

360 Parishioners committed

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish Loans
CYPC $5,3617,258 Units $1,639,769 Property $115,118

Community Business ACCO TAS
Networ Page —— b BUSINESS & TAXATION CONSULTANTS

B e
0414 340 292

We offer free initial consultation

5 Memorial Ave, Merrylands
The cost of Tax Returns start
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aalll 335l Y fpil paalisa [ JSH o
SISl (g pa o8 iy Ll o
sl e s [ A S0/ sl YT
Laaddly Lo il 430 Qo from 577
Trade I

Supply. Solutions 9637 3227 Ma;ta' 14 Days Refunds

Tax Agent
Visit us at Shekay o ; Interested in becoming part of our Newsletter
)) K& Maronite Catholc Parish olol.org.au Oula 3l o ol S35 ko g3l Community Busingess Network Page?

The Newsletter reaches over 2000 individuals a

’L w N P g week through print and online media.
| A

@ Download the App
l I for your phone today [Jet®
y p VA P> Google play = || For $500 you can Eromote your business on our
Page for the whole month.

; Business Networ
Like us on Like us on facebook
L& Facebook Our Lady of Lebanon Church—Sydney For details call Joe on 0400 444 999.




Sunday 13 July: 6th of Pentecost & Massabki Brothers

9.30am 40 Day Julie John Francis Karam from Kfarsghab

11.00am 40 Day Mikhael Gerges Lahoud from

5.00pm 40 Day George Badr Bazouni from Hadchit

Monday 14 July:

7:00pm Nayif Mahfoud Taouk from Bcharre

Tuesday 15 July:

10:30am Farida Labib Haddad wife of Sleiman Bou
Melheb from Mouhrain

Saturday 19 July:

6:00pm 1 Year John Abi-Khattar from Mejdlaya

Sunday 20 July: 7th of Pentecost & Feast of St Charbel

11:00am 1 Year Sadek Roumanos Koura from Hadchit

5:00pm 40 days Barbara Nehmetallah Hassarati from
Blouza

Parish Groups and Committees

Pastoral Council & Feast Week Volunteers Meeting:
Tuesday 8 July 8pm Level 2 CYPC or call Fr Raphael 0401 627 777

Family & Adults Events

Arabic Bible Discussion by Family of Divine Word: Tues 7:30pm
Anfyone W|sh|ngvto borrow s|p|r|tual rellglous books from the Library
of t ord Family please contact

he Divine ennifer Farah:0401 694 598

FROM THE COMMUNITY YOUTH & PASTORAL CENTRE
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Maronite Services

.. Youth Drop in Recreation Room &
Library & Study Centre o;gan 10am — 10pm
for Youth 18 & over .
Under 18s only with adult supervision

Homework Help for Students K-10 Tues 3:3(3{)m - 6pm
26 103

Bookings essential call Anthony Chidiac 0417

English Bible Discussion A /ife from the Gospel—St Charbel
Wed 8pm after 7pm English Mass
Presented by Fr Yuhanna Azize ALL WELCOME

Nada Coorey Psychology for confidential counselling at
Westmead. Areas of Specialisation include Depression and
Anxiety/Panic Attacks, Relationships and Family/Parenting.

Free Builders Seminar 24th September 2014 @ 5:00pm CPYC

A free forum for builders on safe digging. 4 CPD points for licensed
builders. Please register at the "Rechlste_r for an event page"
www.beforeyoudignswact.com.au/fraining/upcoming-evénts

Seniors Events

Activities for Seniors
Activities for Seniors will take place every fortnight and will include
board games, knitting, painting, cooking, watching movies, etc. If
60u wish to bring a parent or ?rand arent, 8Iease call Elias Doro on
414 495 955 or the parish office 9689-2899.

] bl o e e e S by w5,
o Sl oim o ) olblis o ia
TR o s s e S
DS - J . . >
’ - 297 706892899 eyl oy Jloyl

Childrens Events
Arabic Classes: Sat 9:30am-12:30pm call Antoinette: 0414819663

Mobile: 0434642509 or PH: 88981526

Maronite Counselling Service
For young people 12-18 years and their families.
Call Amanda Nassif: 0433 217 063
Adults and Youth Debbie Draybi 0435 407 911
Email: counselling@maronitecare.org.au

Nelly Azizi—8898 1540

Natural Fertility Services We offer daytime and evening appointments.

For further info., please contact Nelly Azizi 0430 332 888.

Ladies Fitness & Wellbeing conact Abir 0410122999

Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 9:30am —11:30am

Marriage Preparation Sessions book 8 months before wedding: 9642 0211

call Kim Moussa 0424658190

General Parish Notices

Fersan Al-Adra: Saturdays 1pm -3pm
Children’s Playgroup Tues & Wed 9:30am - 11:30am in CPYC

Teens Events
Teens Faith Discussion & Activities: Saturdays 4pm-6pm

Youth Events

Soccer World Cup Grand Final and Breakfast
MON 14 July 5am Level 1 Recreation Room. Entry $15.

Youth Meeting Tue 15 July 8pm Mackillop Room Level 1 CPYC.

Parish Feast Week 2014 for the Assumption
of Our Lady
Wed 13 to Sun 24 Aug
Solemn Mass & Hrissi Thurs
. 14 Aug 7.00pm
celebrated by His Excellency
Bishop Tarabay
Annual Parish BB
Festival Nigh
Sat 23 Aug at 7.00pm
Full program to follow

and

v o
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Followed by free sausage sizzle.

Blood Donation TBC contact Myrna 0421677998 201

Nursing Home Visit 27 July 2014 contact Josette 0447777703

Daily Bible verses to your mobile
To receive send your name on an SMS to 0404057777.

_To listen to 7pm Sunday Mass English Homily
visit our website olol.org.au and click on “"Homilies”

Registration of Marria
012 by appointment. Mon am-3%m and Sat 9am-12pm or call

Diocesan )

or Maronite Diocesan Research Centre
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es and Children in Lebanon frlngMay

r Pierre
258 or Maronite Foundation 9787 9930
0449 251 934.

0-ordinator on 0411 73

0449251934 )l &laf) K5
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IN OUR PRAYERS

Lord, may all the faithful departed whom we entrust to Your care, be held securely in Your Loving embrace for
all etermty especially those we Pray for: (A) Michael Anjoul, Fr Elias Ayoub, Antoun Azar (B) Kamil, Amira and Joseph
Boutros, Martha Budway (C) Salha Chayia and Youssef Chayia (D) Roumanos Daher (E) Azar Youssef Estephan (F) (G) Youssef
Salim Coorey Gebrael, Colleen Madeline George, Helen George, (H) Anis Haddad, Maurice Jamil Haddad, Youssef and Amineh
El Hallal, Tannous & Chmounie El Hessen, Youssef & Hanne El Hessen and family (I) Tansa & Souraya Ishac & family (K) Nakiyi
"~ and Wadih Karam, Bishop Abdo Khalife, Naim Khattar & George Khattar, (J) Kamel Antonios Jabbour and his wife (L) Boulos
Laoulach, Peter Lichaa and his wife Marle Youssef Lichaa (M) Elias and Youssef Malkoun, Youssef Maroun and his wife
GhosounArthur (Otre) Moses, Elias Barbar Moussa, Frans Moussa, Boutros & Zahra Moussa, Tansa Moussa and family Moses
& Moses family(N) (R) Milia Bou Raidan, Badwi Antoun Reaiche & his faithful departed, Jamil & Labibi Roumanus, Raymond & Etour Ro-
manos & son Joseph, (S) Emille Nabih Saad, Naseem Saad and Family, Hanna Saba andfamilySouls in Purgatory(W) Jamil Wehbe & Barbara
Wehbe, (Z) Maroun John Zaouk and all faithful departed of the Zaouk family.
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